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The p ro b lem  c o n s id e re d  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t h i s :  What s o c i o l o g i ­
c a l  e le m e n ts  a r e  t o  b e  found  in  th e  w r i t i n g s  and w orks o f  Thomas 
J e f f e r s o n ?  The h i s t o r i c a l  and c a s e  s tu d y  m ethods a r e  u se d  in  s e a r c h ­
in g  o u t ,  i n  a  sam p le  o f  th e  r e c o r d s ,  d a ta  w h ich  a r e  a p p r o p r ia t e  to  
t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  i n  q u e s t io n ;  and an  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  
t h e  sam p le  r e c o rd s  i s  p r e s e n te d .
Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  p e rh a p s  th e  m ost o u ts ta n d in g  ex em p lar o f  
th e  A m erican  E n lig h te n m e n t, was d e e p ly  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  t h a t  s e a r c h  
f o r  a  s c ie n c e  o f  s o c i e t y  w h ich  c h a r a c te r i z e d  th e  s o c i a l  th o u g h t o f  
t h i s  p e r io d  in  W e s te rn  h i s t o r y .  H is  th in k in g  was b a s e d  l a r g e ly  
upon th e  n a t u r a l  law  and n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  p o s t u l a t e s  o f  t h e  E n l ig h te n ­
m e n t, p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  e x p re s s e d  by Jo h n  L ocke and  in c o r p o r a te d  i n  
th e  w orks o f  L ord  Karnes.
He was co n v in c e d  t h a t  A m erica p ro v id e d  an  u n p re c e d e n te d  
n a t u r a l  m i l i e u  i n  w h ich  r a t i o n a l  man as a  s o c i a l  c r e a t u r e  m ig h t a t t a i n  
g r e a t e r  h a p p in e s s  and f u l f i l l m e n t  th a n  in  any  o th e r  p la c e  on e a r t h .  
S e lf -g o v e rn m e n t w i th in  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a  d e m o c ra tic  r e p u b l i c ,  w i th  
c i t i z e n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p ro c e s s  a t  th e  l e v e l  o f  th e  
lo c a l  com m unity as  w e l l  as  i n  th e  c h o ic e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  to  fu n c ­
t i o n  a t  th e  h ig h e r  s t r a t a  o f  g o v ern m en t, was i n  J e f f e r s o n 's  v iew  a 
p r e r e q u i s i t e  to  r e a c h in g  th e  g o a l o f  human h a p p in e s s . F o r  su ch  a  
sy s te m  to  w ork e f f e c t i v e l y ,  he b e l ie v e d  t h a t  e d u c a t io n  f o r  a l l  c i t i z e n s
v i i
w as th e  s i n e  qua n o n , and  h e  a p p l i e d  c o n s id e r a b l e  t im e  and  e f f o r t  to  
o u t l i n i n g  and  p ro m o tin g  a  sy s te m  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n .
I n  t h e s e  a r e a s  a s  i n  o t h e r s ,  J e f f e r s o n  w as n o t  m e re ly  th e  
spokesm an o f  th e  A m erican  E n lig h te n m e n t b u t  a l s o  a  b r i l l i a n t  in n o ­
v a t o r .  H is  p r o p o s a ls  f o r  c h a n g e , w h i le  w i t h i n  th e  c u l t u r a l  c o n te x t  
o f  t h e  E u ro p ean  h e r i t a g e ,  w ere  o f t e n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  and  f a r - r e a c h i n g .
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  in n o v a t io n s  h e  fo rm u la te d  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
and  e d u c a t io n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w e re  th o s e  h e  p ro p o s e d  i n  law  and  s c i e n c e .  
He a l s o  a d v o c a te d  freed o m  o f  r e l i g i o n  and  c o n s c ie n c e ,  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  
o f  s l a v e r y ,  and freed o m  o f  t h e  p r e s s .
I n  h i s  p u b l i s h e d  w orks a s  w e l l  a s  i n  h i s  num erous l e t t e r s ,  
J e f f e r s o n  e x p re s s e d  h i s  th o u g h ts  on  an  a s t o n i s h i n g  v a r i e t y  o f  s o c i a l  
q u e s t i o n s .  He d i s c u s s e d  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  and  f u n c t io n s  m ore f u l l y  
p e rh a p s  th a n  h a v e  m o st o th e r  A m erican  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s ,  and  h i s  w id e -  
r a n g in g  i n t e r e s t s  in c lu d e d  much t h a t  h a s  s in c e  h i s  d ay  en g ag ed  th e  
a t t e n t i o n  o f  s o c i o l o g i s t s .  He d is p la y e d  e x c e p t io n a l  i n s i g h t  in t o  
t h e  e le m e n ts  o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  and  th e  s o c io - p s y c h o lo g i c a l  d e te r m in a n ts  
o f  human b e h a v io r .  He g av e  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to  d em o g rap h ic  and  
e c o l o g ic a l  f a c t o r s ,  o f t e n  u t i l i z i n g  a  s t a t i s t i c a l  a p p ro a c h . He 
a n a ly z e d  th e  e le m e n ts  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  and  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  communi­
c a t i o n  and  o p in io n  f o r m a t io n ,  s o c i a l  c o n f l i c t  and  s o c i a l  c h a n g e .
A lth o u g h  h e  c o n s t r u c t e d  no s y s te m  o f  h i s  own, h e  p r o p e r ly  
b e lo n g s  among th e  p r e d e c e s s o r s  o f  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  and  may c o r r e c t l y  
b e  c o n s id e r e d  a  p r o t o - s o c i o l o g i s t .  H is  a p p ro a c h  to  s o c i a l  f a c t s  was 
w i th i n  t h e  fram ew ork  o f  L o c k ia n  p o s i t i v i s t i c  e m p ir ic is m , and  h i s  
o r i e n t a t i o n  was s c i e n t i f i c .  A u g u ste  Com te, i n  c h a r a c t e r i z i n g
v i i i
J e f f e r s o n  a s  " t h e  m ost c o m p e te n t ju d g e "  o f  h i s  p ro p o s e d  p o s i t i v e  sy s te m , 
r e c o g n iz e d  t h i s  A m erican  s o c i a l  t h i n k e r  a s  n o t  o n ly  a  s e r io u s  s tu d e n t  
o f  s o c i e t y  b u t  a l s o  a  p r e c u r s o r  o f  t h e  s c ie n c e  o f  s o c io lo g y .
J e f f e r s o n  was b o th  a  t h e o r i s t  and  an  a c t i v i s t  who was p r e ­
e m in e n t ly  a  p r a c t i c a l  i d e a l i s t - - a  man o f  a c t i o n  w hose b e h a v io r  was 
g u id e d  by th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  p o s t u l a t e s  t o  w h ich  h e  was co m m itted  and 
w h ic h , i n  p a r t  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  l i f e  an d  e f f o r t s ,  h av e  p ro fo u n d ly  
in f lu e n c e d  th e  v a lu e s  o f  t h e  m odern w o r ld .  He w as a  s p e c i a l  d e f i n e r  
o f  s i t u a t i o n s  an d  b o th  a  sy m b o lic  an d  an  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l e a d e r  i n  
th e  r a t i o n a l - l e g a l  sy s te m  h e  w orked  a c t i v e l y  to  e s t a b l i s h  and  to  
p r e s e r v e .
PART I .  PROLEGOMENON: ORIENTATION AND APPROACH
CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
P u rp o se  and Scope o f  S tu d y
I n  h i s  own day Thomas J e f f e r s o n  was a  symbol o f  th o s e  id e a s
w hich  in s p i r e d  b o th  th e  i n a r t i c u l a t e  and th e  e n l ig h t e n e d , ’1' and h e  has
2
s in c e  become th e  sym bol o f  A m e ric a 's  s e a rc h  f o r  th e  im age o f  i t s e l f .  
I t  i s  d o u b tle s s  t r u e  t h a t  th e  l i f e  and th o u g h t o f  few men have so 
p ro fo u n d ly  in f lu e n c e d  th e  c o u rse  o f  t h e i r  n a t i o n 's  h i s t o r y  as have 
th e  l i f e  and th o u g h t o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n .  He h as  b e e n  c la im e d  as  th e  
fo u n d e r  o f  b o th  m a jo r p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  H is  name and p r i n c i p l e s  in
o u r  own day have been  c a l l e d  upon i n  s u p p o r t  o f  id e o lo g ie s  and cau ses
3 4as d iv e r s e  as Communism and S o u th e rn  s e g r e g a t io n ,  j u s t  as th e y  have
in  th e  c e n tu ry  and a  h a l f  s in c e  h i s  d e a th  b een  u t i l i z e d  in  j u s t i f i c a ­
t i o n  o f  a lm o s t e v e ry  m a jo r  A m erican s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  movement.
Some few s c h o la r s ,  su ch  as  D a n ie l J .  B o o r s t in ,  have s e e n  J e f f e r s o n  as
•^Dumas M alone, J e f f e r s o n  th e  V ir g in ia n  (B o sto n : L i t t l e ,
Brown and Company, 1 9 4 8 ), p .  x v i i .
^ M e r r i l l  D. P e te r s o n ,  The J e f f e r s o n ia n  Image i n  th e  A m erican 
Mind (New Y ork: O xford  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 2 ), p .  v i i .
^ I b i d . , p p . 209 , 367.
^B ern ard  Mayo, Myths and Men (New Y ork : H a rp e r  and Row,
P u b l i s h e r s ,  1963 ), p .  74 .
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r e l e v a n t  o n ly  to  t h e  " l o s t  w o r ld "  o f  t h e  e a r l y  A m erican  a g r a r i a n  r e ­
p u b l i c ;  h o w e v e r, t h e  c o n s id e r e d  v iew  o f  m o s t o f  h i s  m a jo r  b i o g r a p h e r s ,  
su c h  a s  Dumas M a lo n e , N a th a n  S c h a c h n e r ,  and  S a u l  K. P a d o v e r ,  i s  t h a t  
h e  s t i l l  e x e r t s  a  m ig h ty  c h a r is m a  from  t h e  g r a v e ,  i n  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  
Jo h n  A dam s' p r o p h e t i c  d y in g  w o rd s , "Thomas J e f f e r s o n  s t i l l  s u r v i v e s . "
I t  i s  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  t o  c o n s id e r  s e l e c t e d  s o c i o l o g i ­
c a l  e le m e n ts  w h ic h  a p p e a r  i n  a  sam p le  o f  h i s  w r i t i n g s  and  w o rk s :  h i s
th o u g h ts  on  dem ography  and  e c o lo g y ,  on  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  on 
d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  and  r a c i a l  m i n o r i t i e s ,  and  o n  s o c i a l  
p r o c e s s e s .
S o u rc e s  o f  D a ta
J e f f e r s o n ,  d u r in g  h i s  lo n g  and  p r o d u c t i v e  l i f e ,  w r o te  o n ly  one 
f u l l - l e n t h  b o o k , w h ic h  h e  e n t i t l e d  w i th  m i s l e a d in g  m o d e sty  N o te s  on 
th e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  and  w h ic h  i s  to d a y  r e c o g n iz e d  " a s  t h e  b e s t  
s i n g l e  s t a t e m e n t  o f "  h i s  " p r i n c i p l e s ,  t h e  b e s t  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  h i s  w id e -  
r a n g in g  t a s t e s  and  t a l e n t s . " " ’ H e r e in ,  J e f f e r s o n  d e m o n s t r a te d  h i s  
e m p i r i c a l  a p p ro a c h ,  d i s c u s s e d  d em o g ra p h ic  and  e c o l o g i c a l  m a t t e r s ;  
t r e a t e d  o f  eco n o m ic , p o l i t i c a l ,  l e g a l ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  and  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s ;  and  e x p r e s s e d  h im s e l f  on d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  an d  
r a c i a l  m i n o r i t i e s .  I n  t h i s  b o o k , a s  Dumas M alone s a y s ,  " h e  d id  m ore 
th a n  d e s c r i b e  h i s  c o u n t r y ;  h e  r e v e a le d  h i s  own t h o u g h t ." ^  N o te s  on t h e  
S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a  i s  u s e d  a s  a  m a jo r  s o u r c e  o f  d a t a  f o r  t h i s  s tu d y .
T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n ,  N o te s  on th e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a , e d .  W i l l i a -  
P ed en  (C h a p e l H i l l :  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l in a  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 5 ) ,  p .  v .
^J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n ,  p .  3 7 3 .
O th e r  s o u r c e s  o f  d a ta  in c lu d e  J e f f e r s o n 's  b r i e f  a u to b io g r a p h y ,  
w h ich  h e  w ro te  i n  h i s  o ld  ag e  f o r  th e  u s e  o f  h i s  f a m ily  an d  w hich  
g iv e s  a  r a t h e r  fo rm a l a c c o u n t o f  h i s  c a r e e r  up t o  M arch , 1790 , when 
h e  becam e S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .  J e f f e r s o n  co m p ile d  h i s  a u to b io g ra p h y  
from  n o te s  and  m em oranda, some ta k e n  a lm o s t  a  h a l f - c e n t u r y  e a r l i e r ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  from  l e t t e r s  and  h i s  own r e c o l l e c t i o n s .  H is  a u to b io g ra p h y  
c o n ta in s  a  num ber o f  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  and  m is s ta te m e n ts  o f  f a c t . ^
J e f f e r s o n ’ s p u b l i c  p a p e r s  a r e  a n o th e r  s o u rc e  o f  d a t a ,  a 
s e l e c t e d  sam ple  o f  w h ich  h a s  b e e n  u t i l i z e d .  T h ese  in c lu d e  The 
D e c la r a t io n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e  and  h i s  le s s e r -k n o w n  Summary View o f  t h e
err-
R ig h ts  o f  B r i t i s h  A m e ric a , p r e p a r e d  f o r  b u t  n o t  a d o p te d  by  th e  f i r s t  
C o n t in e n ta l  C o n g re s s . The Summary View i s  a  v i v i d  and u n co m p ro m isin g  
a rg u m e n t, i n  som ewhat in te m p e r a te  la n g u a g e , t h a t  th e  A m erican  c o lo n ie s  
w e re , by th e  n a t u r a l  r i g h t  o f  e m ig r a t io n  and  c o n q u e s t ,  f r e e  o f  B r i t i s h  
p a r l i a m e n ta r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  b e in g  t i e d  to  th e  m o th e r c o u n t r y  o n ly  by 
a  v o lu n ta r y  s u b m is s io n  to  th e  same common s o v e r e ig n ,  a  s ta te m e n t  f a r  
to o  s t r o n g  f o r  th e  d e le g a te s  to  th e  C o n g re s s , m ost o f  whom w ere  s t i l l  
s e e k in g  some m eans o f  accom m odation  w i th  E n g la n d .
The A c t f o r  E s t a b l i s h i n g  R e l ig io u s  F reedom , w h ich  J e f f e r s o n  
r e g a r d e d  a s  one o f  h i s  g r e a t e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  s e rv e s  a s  a  f u r t h e r  
s o u rc e  o f  d a t a ,  a s  i t  i s  a m a jo r s ta t e m e n t  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  R e l i e f  i n  
f reed o m  o f  th o u g h t .
A n o th e r  m a jo r  s o u rc e  i s  th e  F i r s t  I n a u g u r a l  A d d re s s ,  t^& h 'a 
v i v i d  s ta t e m e n t  o f  J e f f e r s o n i a n  p o l i t i c a l  b e l i e f s  and a  b r i l l i a n t
^ A d rie n n e  Koch and W ill ia m  P ed en  ( e d s . ) ,  The L i f e  and S e le c te d  
W r i t in g s  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  (New Y o rk : Random H ouse, I n c . ,  1 9 4 4 ) , p .  2 .
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  d e m o c ra tic  p r i n c i p l e s .
The r i c h e s t  s o u rc e  o f  d a t a  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  J e f f e r s o n 's  l e t t e r s .  
He h im s e l f ,  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a  som ew hat s i m i l a r  c o n c lu s io n  by  h i s  
f e l l o w  V i r g in i a n ,  W. I .  Thom as, o b s e rv e d  t h a t  " t h e  l e t t e r s  o f  a  p e r -
g
so n  . . . fo rm  th e  o n ly  f u l l  and  g e n u in e  j o u r n a l  o f  h i s  l i f e . "
J e f f e r s o n  was a  p r o l i f i c  l e t t e r  w r i t e r ;  i t  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  e s t im a te d  t h a t
9h e  w ro te  p e rh a p s  b e tw ee n  f i f t y  and  s e v e n t y - f i v e  th o u s a n d ,  i n  w h ich  
h e  e x p re s s e d  h i s  th o u g h ts  on an  a lm o s t  i n c r e d i b l e  v a r i e t y  o f  s u b j e c t s .  
No c o m p le te  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  l e t t e r s  i s  now a v a i l a b l e ,  a l ­
th o u g h  th e  m onum ental t a s k  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  and  p r e p a r in g  a l l  h i s  p a p e r s  
f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  u n d e r ta k e n  by a  c o m p e te n t s t a f f  u n d e r  th e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  J u l i a n  P. Boyd o f  P r in c e t o n  U n iv e r s i t y .  T h is  i s  e x p e c te d  
to  b e  th e  d e f i n i t i v e  e d i t i o n ,  and  i t  i s  e s t im a te d  t h a t  i t  w i l l  r u n  to  
f i f t y - o d d  v o lu m e s . To d a t e ,  a f t e r  a  p e r io d  o f  s i x t e e n  y e a r s ,  o n ly  
s e v e n te e n  o f  t h e s e  vo lum es h a v e  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d , ^  an  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  
th e  im m en sity  o f  th e  t a s k  in v o lv e d .  The p u b l i s h e d  volum es o f  t h i s  
e d i t i o n  c o m p rise  one o f  th e  m ost r e l i a b l e  s o u rc e s  o f  d a t a .
O ld e r  e d i t i o n s  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  p a p e rs  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a n d , a l ­
th o u g h  th e y  l a c k  th e  c o m p le te n e s s  and  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  th e  Boyd e d i t i o n ,  
h a v e  o f  n e c e s s i t y  s e rv e d  a s  a  m a jo r  s o u rc e  o f  d a t a .  T hese  in c lu d e  th e  
two F o rd  e d i t i o n s  and  th e  "M em o ria l"  e d i t i o n .  O th e r  p r i n c i p a l  s o u rc e s  
o f  d a t a  a r e  th e  A b e rn e th y  and  P ed en  e d i t i o n s  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  N o tes  on
8I b i d . , p .  350 .
9
I b i d .
^ The P a p e rs  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , e d . J u l i a n  P . Boyd ( P r in c e ­
to n :  P r in c e to n  U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1950- ) .
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t h e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a , and  The L i f e  and  S e le c te d  W r i t in g s  o f  Thomas
J e f f e r s o n ,  e d i t e d  b y  A d rie n n e  Koch and  W illia m  P e d e n . R e fe re n c e s  to
11t h e s e  w orks w i l l  b e  c i t e d  i n  th e  re m a in d e r  o f  t h i s  s tu d y .
T h e se  a r e  t h e  c h i e f  s o u rc e s  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  l e t t e r s  and p a p e r s .  
H ow ever, t h e  m a jo r  b io g r a p h i c a l  and  h i s t o r i c a l  t r e a tm e n ts  o f  J e f f e r s o n  
and  h i s  e r a  h av e  p ro v e n  a  f e r t i l e  s o u rc e  o f  f u r t h e r  d a t a - - p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  w orks  o f  Dumas M alo n e , N a th a n  S c h a c h n e r , D a n ie l  B o o r s t in ,  M e r r i l l  
P e te r s o n ,  A lb e r t  N ock, R u s s e l  N ye, H enry  R a n d a l l ,  G i l b e r t  C h in a rd , 
Jam es G o n an t, L o u is  W r ig h t ,  and  C h a r le s  S y d n o r - -a s  i n d i c a t e d  b y  f o o t ­
n o te s  and th e  b ib l io g r a p h y .
Review  o f  t h e  L i t e r a t u r e  
Some y e a r s  ago th e  h i s t o r i a n  C l in to n  R o s s i t e r  d i s c u s s e d  s e v e n  
" d i f f e r e n t  J e f f e r s o n s "  who h av e  b e e n  p i c t u r e d  b y  v a r io u s  w r i t e r s : A n t i -
S t a t i s t ,  S t a t e s  *- R ig h t e r ,  I s o l a t i o n i s t ,  A g r a r ia n ,  R a t i o n a l i s t ,  C i v i l
• ^ F u r th e r  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e s e  w orks w i l l  em ploy a  u sa g e  s i m i l a r  
to  t h a t  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  m a jo r  b io g r a p h e r s ,  a s  i n d i c a t e d  b e lo w .
A b e rn e th y , f o r  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  N o te s  on th e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g in ­
i a , e d .  Thomas P e r k in s  A b e rn e th y  (New Y ork: H a rp e r  and  Row, P u b l i s h e r s ,
1 9 6 4 ) .
Boyd, f o r  The P a p e rs  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  e d . J u l i a n  P .  Boyd 
( P r in c e to n :  P r in c e to n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  195 0 - ) .
F o rd , W orks, f o r  The W orks o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , e d . P a u l  
L e i c e s t e r  F o rd  (12 v o l s , ,  New Y o rk : G. P . P u tn a m 's  S o n s , 1 9 0 4 ) .
F o rd , W r i t in g s ,  f o r  The W r i t in g s  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , e d .  P a u l 
L e i c e s t e r  F o rd  (10  v o l s . ,  New Y o rk : G. P .  P u tn a m 's  S o n s , 1 8 9 2 -1 8 9 9 ) .
Koch and P e d e n , f o r  A d r ie n n e  Koch and  W illia m  P eden  ( e d s . ) ,
T he L i f e  and  S e le c te d  W r i t in g s  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  (New Y ork: Random
H o u se , I n c . ,  1 9 4 4 ) .
L ipscom b and  B e rg h , f o r  T he W r i t in g s  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , e d s .  
Andrew A. L ipscom b and A l b e r t  E . B ergh  (20  v o l s . ,  W ash in g to n : Thomas
J e f f e r s o n  M em oria l A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1 9 0 3 ) .
P e d e n , f o r  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  N o tes  on  th e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  
e d .  W ill ia m  Peden  (C h a p e l H i l l :  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l in a  P r e s s ,
1 9 5 5 ) .
12L i b e r t a r i a n ,  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  D em o cra t. One m ig h t add  a n  e q u a l  num ber
o f  a d d i t i o n a l  J e f f e r s o n s  to  th e  l i s t  i n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t
p e rh a p s  m ore h a s  b e e n  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  J e f f e r s o n  th a n  any o th e r  n a t i o n a l
f i g u r e .  "M ore th a n  any  o th e r  A m e ric a n ,"  M e r r i l l  P e te r s o n  p o in t s  o u t ,
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" h e  im p re s se d  h im s e l f  on th e  n a t i o n 's  f u t u r e .  I t  i s  a l s o  to  be
rem em bered  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  h im s e l f  p ro b a b ly  w ro te  m ore , a s  h e  u n ­
q u e s t io n a b ly  w ro te  on a  g r e a t e r  v a r i e t y  o f  s u b j e c t s ,  th a n  h a s  any  
o th e r  m a jo r  A m erican  l e a d e r .
The a lm o s t b e w i ld e r in g  num ber o f  w orks a b o u t t h i s  m ig h ty  f i g u r e ,  
many w r i t t e n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  some p a r t i c u l a r  id e o lo g y ,  h a s  a s  y e t  n o t  b e e n  
c o l l e c t e d  i n  any  c o m p le te  b ib l io g r a p h y .  The r e s e a r c h e r  i s  f a c e d  w i th  a  
trem en d o u s  t a s k  i n  r e v ie w in g  th e  l i t e r a t u r e .  The s o u rc e s  o f  d a t a  i n d i ­
c a t e d  above  a r e  th e  m o st re w a rd in g  and  m ost r e l i a b l e .  The s e v e r a l  
e d i t i o n s  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  w orks o f  c o u r s e  c o m p ris e  th e  m a jo r  s o u rc e s  o f  
d a t a  and  h a v e  b e e n  u t i l i z e d  by  th o s e  who h a v e  w r i t t e n  so  w id e ly  on 
J e f f e r s o n .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  e n o u g h , none o f  th e  c u r r e n t  s t u d i e s  o f  
J e f f e r s o n  h a s  b e e n  w r i t t e n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  from  th e  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  s o c i ­
o lo g y .  T ru e , some o f  th e s e  w r i t e r s  h a v e  m ore n e a r l y  a d o p te d  a  s o c io ­
l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  some l e s s  o f  o n e .
The m o st v a lu a b le  and  re w a rd in g  m a jo r  s t u d i e s  o f  J e f f e r s o n  a r e  
th o s e  o f  D a n ie l  B o o r s t in ,  N a th a n  S c h a c h n e r , S a u l K. P ad o v e r and  Dumas
12P e te r s o n ,  o p . p i t . ,  p .  4 4 5 .
^ I b i d . , p .  14 .
M a lo n e .
Of th e s e  m a jo r J e f f e r s o n i a n  s t u d i e s ,  t h a t  o f  B o o r s t in  i s  o r i ­
e n te d  m o s t n e a r l y  to w ard  th e  v ie w p o in t  o f  s o c io lo g y .  B o o r s t in  g iv e s  
r e l a t i v e l y  m in o r a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  e v e n ts  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  l i f e ;  i n s t e a d  
h e  p u r s u e s  e x h a u s t i v e ly  t h e  s tu d y  o f  J e f f e r s o n  and  th e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s - -  
R i t t e n h o u s e ,  R u sh , B a r to n ,  P r i e s t l e y ,  P e a l e ,  and  P a i n e - - i n  t h e i r  
s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r e s t s  ( in c lu d in g  t h e i r  s e a r c h  f o r  a  s c ie n c e  o f  s o c i e t y ) , 
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  r e l i g i o n ,  p o l i t i c s ,  e t h i c s ,  
and  m o r a l i t y .  B o o r s t in  s t r o n g ly  e m p h a s iz e s  J e f f e r s o n 's  a c t i v i s t i c  
and  u t i l i t a r i a n  q u a l i t i e s ;  and  a l th o u g h  h e  f a i l s  to  make th e  s p e c i f i c  
c o n n e c t io n ,  p la c e s  J e f f e r s o n  i n  th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  tim e s  when th e  s e a r c h  
f o r  a  s c ie n c e  o f  s o c i e t y  fou n d  e x p r e s s io n  i n  F ra n c e  i n  th e  w ork  o f  
A u g u ste  Com te. B o o r s t in  c o n c lu d e s ,  h o w ev e r, t h a t  th e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  
w o r ld  o f  id e a s  i s  l o s t ,  a l th o u g h  th e  n a t u r a l i s t i c  em p h asis  o f  t h i s  w o r ld  
o f  id e a s  le d  e v e n t u a l l y  t o  th e  p ra g m a tism  and  m a te r i a l i s m  o f  t h e  l a t e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  i n  w h ich  th e  c o n te x t  o f  n a t u r e  was d i s p l a c e d  by 
t h a t  o f  th e  m a rk e t p l a c e  and  i n  w h ic h , p u r s u in g  th e  New W orld q u a l i t y  
o f  J e f f e r s o n i a n  th o u g h t  and  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r e s t ,  man h a s  to d a y  so  come 
to  c o n t r o l  h i s  own e n v iro n m e n t t h a t  h e  h a s  " a r r o g a t e d  to  h im s e l f  th e
14
A s i g n i f i c a n t  s tu d y ,  from  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  o f  
a s p e c t s  o f  th e  p e r io d  i s  t h a t  o f  M anning J .  D a u e r, The Adams F e d e r a l i s t s  
( B a l t im o re :  The Jo h n s  H opk ins P r e s s ,  1 9 5 3 ) . T h is  s tu d y ,  h o w ev e r, as
th e  t i t l e  i n d i c a t e s ,  i s  fo c u s e d  p r i m a r i l y  on th e  d e c l in e  o f  th e  F e d e ra ­
l i s t  P a r t y ,  w h ich  D auer a t t r i b u t e s  to  th e  f a i l u r e  o f  H a m ilto n  an d  th e  
r i g h t  w in g  to  u n d e r s ta n d  t h a t  f o r  th e  F e d e r a l i s t  P a r ty  to  s u r v i v e ,  i t  
n e e d e d  to  a p p e a l  to  a l l  s t r a t a  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n ,  in c lu d in g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
th e  a g r a r i a n  e le m e n ts ,  r a t h e r  th a n  n a r ro w ly  s e r v in g  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  
u rb a n  m e rc h a n ts .  D a u e r, o f  c o u r s e ,  r e c o g n iz e s  th e  s u c c e s s  e n jo y e d  by 
th e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  m ore n e a r l y  u n i v e r s a l  a p p e a l .
e n e rg y , c r a f t s m a n s h ip  and  pow er" o f  t h a t  C r e a to r  who to  J e f f e r s o n  and
15h i s  c i r c l e  was th e  s o u rc e  o f  a l l  n a t u r a l  law  an d  n a t u r a l  r i g h t .
N a th an  S c h a c h n e r 's  b io g ra p h y  o f  J e f f e r s o n  d o es  n o t  fa th o m  in  
any  c o m p re h e n s iv e  m anner t h e  w e l l s p r i n g s  o f  J e f f e r s o n i a n  p h i l o s o ’p h y . 
W hile  h i s  a d m ir a t io n  f o r  J e f f e r s o n  i s  c l e a r ,  h e  o b s e rv e s  i n  h i s  su b ­
j e c t  th o s e  q u a l i t i e s  w h ich  P ad o v er t r e a t s  h a r d ly  a t  a l l  and  w h ich  
M alone d o es  n o t  e m p h a s iz e . S c h a c h n e r 's  J e f f e r s o n  i s  a  h o t-h e a d e d  
d e m o c ra t,  o f t e n  r u l e d  by in te m p e ra n c e ;  h e  i s  a n  e r r a t i c  s c i e n t i s t  and 
t h i n k e r .  I n  p o l i t i c s  h e  i s  w i ly ,  sh re w d , and  som etim es u n p r in c i p l e d .  
H is  p a s s io n s  a r e  s t r o n g  b u t  r e p r e s s e d ,  and  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  c o ld  and 
f o r b id d in g .  S c h a c h n e r docum ents h i s  s tu d y  c a r e f u l l y ,  y e t  i t  seem s 
c l e a r  t h a t  h e  h a s  c h o se n  h i s  d a ta  w i th  an  ey e  t o  j u s t i f y i n g  h i s  n o t  
a l t o g e t h e r  f l a t t e r i n g  p o r t r a i t  o f  t h i s  man whom so many h av e  fo u n d  
i n t r i g u i n g  b u t  j u s t  a s  o f t e n  b a f f l i n g .
P a d o v e r ,  i n  h i s  fam ous b io g ra p h y ,  s e e s  J e f f e r s o n  as  th e  m ost 
a s t o n i s h i n g l y  b r i l l i a n t  f i g u r e  s i n c e  th e  I t a l i a n  R e n a is s a n c e ,  m a tch ed  
i n  h i s  g e n iu s  o n ly  by L eo n ard o  da V in c i .  Not o n ly  was h e  a  man o f  
O lym pian a b i l i t i e s  and  a c c o m p lis h m e n ts ; h i s  m o ra l s ta n d a r d s  w e re  im­
p e c c a b le ,  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h  p r i s t i n e  and  p ro fo u n d , h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  
warm and  e n d e a r in g .  He w as th e  q u in te s s e n c e  o f  A m erican  i d e a l i s m - - 
th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  and  t h e o r i s t  o f  A m erican  d em o cracy . H is  a c t s ,  p o l i t i ­
c a l  and  o th e r w is e ,  w ere  a lm o s t  i n v a r i a b l y  n o b le ,  th e  e x p e c te d  f r u i t s  
o f  a  s p i r i t  w h ich  m ust h a v e  a p p ro a c h e d  p e r f e c t i o n .  T h e re  i s  enough 
o f  th e  human b e in g  i n  P a d o v e r 's  J e f f e r s o n  to  deny h im  m em bersh ip  among
15D a n ie l  J .  B o o r s t in ,  The L o s t  W orld o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  
(B o s to n : B eacon P r e s s ,  1 9 4 8 ) , p p . 237-48*
t h e  g o d s , b u t  p e rh a p s  b a r e l y  en o u g h . P a d o v e r ,  l i k e  S c h a c h n e r ,  s e l e c t s
h i s  d o c u m e n ta ry  e v id e n c e  c a r e f u l l y  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  v iew  o f  J e f f e r s o n .
Y e t i t  i s  h a r d l y  l i k e l y  t h a t  an y  tw o s e r io u s  s t u d i e s  o f  th e  same man
c o u ld  a r r i v e  a t  s u c h  d iv e r g e n t  u n d e r s ta n d in g s  o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r .
T he m o st b a la n c e d  and  j u d i c io u s  p o r t r a i t  o f  J e f f e r s o n  i s  t h a t
o f  Dumas M alo n e , w hose t r e a tm e n t  o f  J e f f e r s o n  h a s  e l i c i t e d  th e
e n t h u s i a s t i c  p r a i s e  o f  h i s  f e l lo w  h i s t o r i a n s . ^  M alone e n d e a v o rs  to
p r e s e n t  i n  a  s i n g l e  c o m p re h e n s iv e  b io g ra p h y  th e  w h o le  o f  t h i s  m any-
s id e d  g e n iu s ,  e x p r e s s in g  th e  hope  t h a t  i t  w i l l  "seem  r e a s o n a b ly  com-
17m e n su ra te  w i th  t h e  a c h ie v e m e n ts  and  s t a t u r e  o f  t h e  m an ."  M alone
re c o g n iz e s  " t h e  c o m p le x ity  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  and  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f
e x p lo r in g  th e  v a s t  m a t e r i a l s , "  and  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t
J e f f e r s o n 's  p u b l i c  c a r e e r  i s  i n e x t r i c a b l y  e n tw in e d  w i th  th e  
h i s t o r y  o f  an  e n t i r e  e r a ,  an d  h i s  d i v e r s e  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  
b e w i ld e r in g  to  t h e  m inds o f  o u r  a g e ,  w h ic h  a r e  u n i v e r s a l  i n  
th e  a g g r e g a te  b u t  h ig h ly  s p e c i a l i z e d  as  i n d i v i d u a l s .  The 
body  o f  m a t e r i a l s  r e l a t i n g  to  h i s  l i f e  and  tim e s  i s  im m ense.
No o ne  h a s  y e t  e x p l o i t e d  t h e  w h o le  o f  i t ,  and  q u i t e  o b v io u s ly  
no s i n g l e  p e r s o n  e v e r  c a n .-1-®
T he f i r s t  vo lum e o f  h i s  p ro p o se d  f iv e -v o lu m e  s tu d y ,  to
19b e  known u n d e r  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  t i t l e  J e f f e r s o n  and  H is  T im e , 
was p u b l i s h e d  i n  1948 as  J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n . I n  1951 J e f f e r ­
so n  and t h e  R ig h ts  o f  Man f o l lo w e d ,  and  i n  1962 J e f f e r s o n  and 
t h e  O rd e a l o f  L i b e r t y  a p p e a re d .  M a lo n e 's  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f
• ^ P e te r s o n ,  o]3. c i t . ,  p p .  4 5 4 -5 5 .
17 J e f f e r s o n  t h e  V i r g in i a n ,  p .  v i i .
•̂ I b i d . , p .  v i i i .
^D um as M alo n e , J e f f e r s o n  and  H is  Time (B o s to n : L i t t l e ,
Brown and  Company, V o l. I -V , 1948- ) .
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J e f f e r s o n  " m a n i f e s t s  th e  a t t i t u d e ,  and  a c h ie v e s  some o f  th e  t i m e l e s s -
20n e s s  o f  t r u e  s c h o l a r s h i p , "  w i th o u t  p o le m ic s ,  ac rim o n y  o r  h y p e r b o le ,
w i th o u t  c o n c e a lm e n t o f  f a u l t s  o r  l o s s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  a
21" tr iu m p h  o f  s c h o la r s h ip  o v e r  c o n t r o v e r s y ."
R o b e r t  M erto n  r e f e r s  t o  M a lo n e 's  w ork  a s  " m a g i s t e r i a l "  b u t
22
s e e s  i t  a s  b e lo n g in g  " i n  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  th e  h u m a n i t ie s "  r a t h e r  th a n
i n  th e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y ,  r e c o g n i z in g ,  h o w e v e r , t h a t
t h e r e  p e r s i s t s  i n  th e  s tu d y  o f  id e a s  and  th e  s o c io lo g y  o f  know ledge, " a
23s u b s t a n t i a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  to w ard  t h e  h u m a n i t i e s ,"  s i n c e  th e s e  a r e a s  a r e
c o n c e rn e d  w i th  " t h e  e n t i r e  gam ut o f  c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c ts  ( i d e a s ,  i d e o l o g i e s ,
24
j u r i s t i c  an d  e t h i c a l  b e l i e f s ,  p h i lo s o p h y ,  s c ie n c e ,  te c h n o lo g y )  . . .
I n  r e g a r d  to  M a lo n e 's  p r e s e n t a t i o n  i t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  r e c a l l
th e  v iew  o f  C. W rig h t M i l l s  t h a t  " h i s t o r y  and  b io g ra p h y  and th e  r e l a -
25
t i o n s  b e tw e e n  th e  two w i t h i n  s o c i e t y "  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  s o c io lo g y ;  a n d , 
f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  w h e th e r  h i s t o r y  and  b io g ra p h y  a r e  w r i t t e n  from  th e  o r i e n ­
t a t i o n  o f  th e  h u m a n i t ie s  o r  t h a t  o f  th e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s ,  th e y  may s t i l l  
p r o v id e  a  r i c h  and  s e m in a l  s o u rc e  o f  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  s o c i o l o g i s t ,  as 
th e  w ork  o f  Dumas M alone c e r t a i n l y  d o e s .  M a lo n e 's  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f
20 P e te r s o n ,  o £ . c i t . , p .  4 5 4 .
21
I b i d . ,  p .  4 5 5 .
22 S o c ia l  T h eo ry  and  S o c ia l  S t r u c t u r e  (G le n c o e , 1 1 1 . : The F re e
P r e s s ,  1 9 5 7 ) , p .  4 4 9 . 
I b i d .
^ I b i d . , p .  4 5 6 .
25 The S o c io l o g ic a l  I m a g in a t io n  (New Y ork : O xfo rd  U n iv e r s i t y
P r e s s ,  1 9 5 9 ) , p .  6,
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J e f f e r s o n  s ta n d s  o u t  p r e - e m in e n t ly  as  a  w ork  o f  commanding e x c e l ­
le n c e  and in d u b i t a b l e  im p o r ta n c e .
The immense v a r i e t y  and  volum e o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on J e f f e r s o n  
may b e  s u g g e s te d  by  th e  c a rd  c a ta lo g u e  e n t r i e s  shown a t  th e  A lderm an 
L ib r a r y  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  V i r g in i a ,  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  to  w h ich  
J e f f e r s o n  d e v o te d  th e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  h i s  l a b o r s  i n  h i s  o ld  ag e  and 
w h ich  h a s  h o n o re d  i t s  fo u n d e r  by  a  c o n s c ie n t io u s  e f f o r t  to  c a t a lo g u e  
a l l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  has  b een  w r i t t e n  a b o u t h im ; and by  t h e  s i x t y -
f i v e  p ag e  g u id e  to  s o u rc e s  in c lu d e d  in  M e r r i l l  P e t e r s o n 's  b r i l l i a n t
26w o rk , The J e f f e r s o n i a n  Im age in  th e  A m erican  M ind . W hile  J e f f e r s o n  
h a s  b e e n  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  b o o k s , a r t i c l e s  and m onographs by  h i s t o r i a n s ,  
p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s ,  e d u c a to r s ,  
p o l i t i c i a n s ,  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  and o t h e r s ,  no e x te n s iv e  s tu d y  o f  t h e  man 
and h i s  w orks h a s  y e t  a p p e a re d  b y  a  s o c i o l o g i s t ,  o r  from  th e  s p e c i f i c  
o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  s o c io lo g y .  The l i t e r a t u r e  on J e f f e r s o n  i s  im m ense, 
and  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  sam ple  o f  su c h  l i t e r a t u r e  h a s  b e e n  u t i l i z e d  i n  
t h i s  s tu d y ;  h o w ev er, m a jo r  a t t e n t i o n  h as  b e e n  fo c u s e d  on th e  l e t t e r s ,  
p a p e rs  and p ro d u c t io n s  o f  J e f f e r s o n  h im s e l f .
Fram e o f  R e fe re n c e  
Thomas J e f f e r s o n  i s  v iew ed  in  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  as  a  s e r io u s  
s tu d e n t  o f  s o c i e t y  and  a  p r o t o - s o c i o l o g i s t ,  much o f  w hose th o u g h t  and 
w ork  w ere  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  m a t te r s  o f  d i s t i n c t  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e :  
e l i t e s ,  th e  pow er s t r u c t u r e ,  dem ography and e c o lo g y , d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n
^ P e t e r s o n ,  o £ . c i t . , p p . 4 5 9 -5 2 2 .
and s t r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l ,  c o m m u n it ie s , s o c i a l  c o n f l i c t ,  
s o c i a l  c h a n g e , e c o n o m ic , p o l i t i c a l ,  l e g a l ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  and  r e l i g i o u s  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  A lth o u g h  h e  n e v e r  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  s y s t e m a t ic  g e n e r a l  
th e o ry  o f  s o c i e t y ,  h e  c o n c e rn e d  h im s e l f  w i th  many o f  th o s e  sam e a r e a s  
o f  i n t e r e s t  w h ich  s i n c e  h i s  d ay  h a v e  e n g a g e d  much o f  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  
s o c i o l o g i s t s .  As D a n ie l  B o o r s t i n  s a y s ,  "A lth o u g h  J e f f e r s o n  h a d  n o t  th e  
t r a i n i n g ,  th e  l e i s u r e ,  o r  t h e  te m p eram en t to  w r i t e  o u t  a  p h i lo s o p h ic  
sy s te m , h i s  s o c i a l  th o u g h t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  w as n o t  a  m i s c e l l a n y  o f  p r a c ­
t i c a l  m a x im s ."  I t  w as i n s t e a d  " a  m in o r p re m is e  f ro m  a  w o r ld  o f  assum p-
27t i o n s  i n  s c i e n c e ,  m e ta p h y s ic s  an d  t h e o lo g y ."  B o o r s t in  c o r r e c t l y  s e e s  
i n  J e f f e r s o n  and  h i s  c i r c l e  t h e  b e g in n in g s  o f  a n  A m eric an  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  
and  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  a  s c ie n c e  o f  s o c i e t y . 2**
I n  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  J e f f e r s o n  i s  a l s o  v ie w e d  a s  w h a t W. I .
' 29Thomas c a l l e d  a  " s p e c i a l  d e f i n e r  o f  s i t u a t i o n s , "  t h a t  i s ,  one o f
th o s e  i n f l u e n t i a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  w ho, w h i le  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  an d
s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  o f t e n  i n s p i r e  s o c i a l  c h a n g e -~ th e  p e r s o n  o f  b ro a d
p e r s p e c t i v e  who o f t e n  f i t s  t h e  d o m in an t s o c i a l  p a t t e r n s  o n ly  p o o r ly  an d
w ho, p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r in g  c r i s e s ,  may f i n d  a  demand f o r  h i s  p io n e e r in g
30
t a l e n t s  i n  p o s i t i o n s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p .  J e f f e r s o n  w as n o t  o n ly  a
^ The L o s t  W orld  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , p .  2 5 .
2 8 I b i d . , p .  178 .
29
P r i m i t i v e  B e h a v io r  (New Y o rk : M cG raw -H ill Book Company,
1 9 3 7 ) , p .  8 .
30As c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  Leo H. W arsh ay , o b v io u s ly  b u i l d i n g  upon  
Thom as, i n  h i s  a r t i c l e ,  " B re a d th  o f  P e r s p e c t i v e  an d  S o c ia l  C h an g e ,"  i n  
E x p lo r a t io n s  i n  S o c i a l  C h an g e , e d s .  G eo rg e  K. Z o l l s c h a n  and  W a lte r  
H ir s c h  (B o s to n : H o ugh ton  M i f f l i n  Company, 1 9 6 4 ) , p p . 3 1 9 -4 4 .
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s c i e n t i s t ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  s tu d e n t  o f  s o c i e t y ,  and  n a t u r a l  p h i lo s o p h e r ;  
h e  w as a l s o  a n  in n o v a to r ,  a c t i v i s t ,  p o l i t i c i a n ,  and  h u m a n i ta r ia n .  H is  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  w h ich  h e  fo u n d  h im s e l f  d u r in g  th e  mo­
m en to u s e v e n ts  o f  th e  ag e  i n  w h ich  h e  l i v e d  h ad  t h e i r  im p a c t n o t  o n ly  
upon  h i s  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  b u t  h a v e  ech o ed  p o w e r fu l ly  th ro u g h  th e  lo n g  
y e a r s  s in c e  h i s  d e a th .  J e f f e r s o n  was a  c h i l d  o f  th e  E n l ig h te n m e n t- - 
in d e e d ,  h e  was i n  many ways t h e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  A m erican
E n l ig h te n m e n t- - a n d  a s  su ch  h e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  h i s  th o u g h t and  w ork  th e
31p r e v a i l i n g  c u l t u r a l  em phases o f  h i s  d a y . J e f f e r s o n ,  h o w ev e r, i s  n o t
to  b e  u n d e r s to o d  a s  s im p ly  m i r r o r i n g  th e  Z e i t g e i s t  o f  e i g h t e e n t h  and
e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  A m e ric a , f o r  h i s  id e a s  an d  a c t i v i t i e s  o u t -
32
s t r i p p e d  th e  n o rm a t iv e  p a t t e r n s  o f  h i s  d a y . He came i n  c o n f l i c t
w i th  num erous c o n te m p o r a r ie s ,  a l th o u g h  t h e r e  w e re  o t h e r s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,
who s h a re d  i n  h i s  i d e a s ,  j u s t  a s  t h e r e  w ere  in d e e d  many m ore who
33
fo llo w e d  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p .
The m a jo r  fo c u s  i n  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  b e  upon th e  s o c io ­
l o g i c a l  e le m e n ts  i n  s e l e c t e d  w r i t i n g s  and  w orks o f  J e f f e r s o n ,  an d  o n ly
31Thomas re m in d s  u s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  i n t e r r e l a t e d  e le m e n ts  
i n  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a  s i t u a t i o n :  th e  o b j e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  in c lu d in g
s o c i a l l y  e n f o r c e d  norm s and  r u l e s  o f  b e h a v io r ;  th e  p r e - e x i s t i n g  a t t i ­
tu d e s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and  th e  g ro u p ; and  th e  a c t u a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e  
s i t u a t i o n  by th e  a c t o r  h i m s e l f .  W illia m  I s a a c  Thomas and  F l o r i a n  Znan- 
i e c k i ,  The P o l i s h  P e a s a n t  i n  E u ro p e  and  A m erica  (New Y o rk : D over P u b l i ­
c a t i o n s ,  I n c . ,  1 9 5 8 ) , p .  68 .
32 See H. G. B a r n e t t ,  I n n o v a t io n : The B a s is  o f  C u l t u r a l  Change
(New Y ork : M cG raw -H ill Book Company, I n c . ,  1 9 5 3 ).
^ ^M aclv er p o i n t s  o u t  "we m ust n o t  . . . assum e t h a t  th e  c u l t u r a l  
o r d e r  o v e r  an y  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  ra n g e  i s  . . . c o m p le te ly  i n t e g r a t e d  
and  a r t i c u l a t e d  . . . .  B ut u n d e r  th e  c o n d i t io n s  o f  a  com plex  c i v i l i z a ­
t i o n  i t  i s  m ost a p t  to  e x h i b i t  n o t  o n ly  g r e a t  d i v e r s i t i e s  b u t  a l s o  g r e a t  
c o n f l i c t s  and  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s . "  E . M. M a c lv e r , S o c ia l  C a u s a t io n  (New 
Y ork : H a rp e r  and  Row, P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 6 4 ) , p .  281 .
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s u p p le m e n ta r i ly  upon  th e  e v e n ts  o f  h i s  l i f e  and  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  
man h im s e l f .
T he c e n t r a l  p ro b le m , w h ic h  o f  c o u r s e  s u g g e s ts  th e  m a jo r  h y p o ­
t h e s i s ,  i s  t h i s :  W hat s o c i o l o g i c a l  e le m e n ts  a r e  t o  b e  fo u n d  i n  th e
w r i t i n g s  and  w orks o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ?  The h i s t o r i c a l  m ethod  i s  u s e d ,  
i n c lu d in g  th e  s e a r c h in g  o u t  i n  a  sam p le  o f  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  d a t a  a p p ro ­
p r i a t e  to  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  i n  q u e s t i o n ;  and  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  
c o n t e n t  o f  s u c h  r e c o r d s  i s  p r e s e n t e d . ^
Q u a n t i f i c a t i o n  n e e d  n o t  b e  r e g a rd e d  a s  a  r e q u ir e m e n t  i n  c o n ­
t e n t  a n a l y s i s ;  in d e e d ,  " c o n c e rn  w i th  q u a n t i f i c a t i o n  h a s  becom e so  dom i­
n a n t  t h a t  i t  o f t e n  oversh ad o w s c o n c e rn  w i th  th e  u n iq u e  c o n te n t"  o f  t h e  
docum ents b e in g  s t u d i e d .  C l a i r e  S e l l i t z ,  M a rie  J a h o d a ,  M orton  D e u ts c h , 
S t u a r t  W. Cook, R e s e a rc h  M ethods i n  S o c i a l  R e la t i o n s  (New Y ork : H o l t ,
R in e h a r t  and  W in s to n , 1 9 6 3 ) , p .  3 3 . Goode and  H a t t  p o in t  o u t  t h a t  " h i s ­
t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s  . . . a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  'u n s t r u c t u r e d '"  and  t h a t  "w ays o f  
c l a s s i f y i n g  d a t a  w h ic h  w e re  n o t  o r i g i n a l l y  c r e a t e d  f o r  r e s e a r c h  p u r p o s e s ,"  
su c h  as  t h e s e ,  may b e  te rm e d  " q u a l i t a t i v e  c o d in g ."  The m e th o d o lo g ic a l  
e m p h asis  i s  t h e r e f o r e  upon q u a l i t a t i v e  r a t h e r  th a n  q u a n t i t a t i v e  a p p ro a c h ­
e s ,  t h a t  i s ,  upon f i t t i n g  th e  c l a s s e s  to  th e  d a t a  r a t h e r  th a n  upon th e  
n u m e r ic a l  e n u m e ra tio n  o f  i t e m s .  W ill ia m  J .  Goode and  P a u l K. H a t t ,
M ethods i n  S o c i a l  R e s e a rc h  (New Y ork : M cG raw -H ill Book Company, I n c ,
1 9 5 2 ) , p p . 3 1 3 -3 0 . Thev h i s t o r i a n ,  A r th u r  S c h le s i n g e r ,  J r . ,  w h i le  a c ­
k n o w le d g in g  th e  d e b t  o f  h i s t o r i a n s  to  s o c i o l o g i s t s  and  f a u l t i n g  th e  h i s ­
t o r i a n s  f o r  t h e i r  e p is te m o lo g y  and  m e th o d o lo g y , c r i t i c i z e s  t h e  "m y s tiq u e "  
o f  th o s e  s o c i o l o g i s t s  who s e e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  as  " th e  k e y  to  
s o c i a l  k n o w le d g e ."  He i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  th e  s o c i o l o g i s t  who 
c o n c e rn s  h im s e l f  o n ly  w i th  th o s e  h i s t o r i c a l  p ro b le m s  and  m a t e r i a l s  w i th  
w h ic h  q u a n t i t a t i v e  te c h n iq u e s  c a n  d e a l - - e l i m i n a t i n g  th e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  
why p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  and  s ta te s m e n  make t h e  d e c i s i o n s  th e y  d o , f o r  
i n s t a n c e - - a n d  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  th in g s  w h ic h  q u a n t i t a t i v e  m e thods- 
c a n  n o t  h a n d le  w h ic h  m a t t e r  m o s t. "T he H um an ist Looks a t  E m p ir ic a l  
S o c i a l  R e s e a r c h ,"  A m erican  S o c io l o g ic a l  R ev iew , XXVII (D ecem ber, 1 9 6 2 ) , 
7 6 8 -7 1 . I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  s e e  a l s o  P ag e  S m ith , The H i s t o r i a n  and  H i s to r y  
(New Y ork : A l f r e d  A. K n o p f, 1 9 6 4 ) , p p . 1 3 3 -3 7 . Hans L . Z e t t e r b e r g ,
i n  h i s  On T h e o ry  and  V e r i f i c a t i o n  i n  S o c io lo g y  (T o tow a, N. J . :
T he B e d m in s te r  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 5 ) , p p .  1 -8 ,  ta k e s  c o g n iz a n c e  o f  s o c io lo g y  
a s  a  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  h u m a n is t ic  c o n t e n t ,  and  P e t e r  L . B e rg e r ,  I n v i t a t i o n  
t o  S o c io lo g y : A H u m a n is t ic  P e r s p e c t i v e  (New Y ork : D o u b led ay , A nchor
B ooks, 1 9 6 3 ) , s e e s  s o c io lo g y  a s  p r o p e r ly  b e lo n g in g  among th e  
h u m a n i t i e s .
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The c a s e  s tu d y  m ethod  i s  a l s o  u t i l i z e d .  I t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y
a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  th e  s tu d y  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s ,  p e r s o n a l  d o c u m e n ts , and
l e t t e r s ,  and  i s  m o st o f t e n  p u rs u e d  b y  th e  u s e  " o f  q u a l i t a t i v e  te c h n iq u e s
su c h  a s  q u a l i t a t i v e  c o d in g "  o r  c l a s s i f y i n g  " t o  o r g a n iz e  th e  d a t a  b e in g  
35s t u d i e d . "  Goode and  H a t t  p o in t  o u t  t h a t  " a l th o u g h  i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e
to  i d e n t i f y  th e  c a s e - s tu d y  'm e th o d 1 as  a  p a r t i c u l a r  te c h n iq u e  f o r
e l i c i t i n g  d a t a ,  i t  i s  a  mode o f  o r g a n iz in g  d a t a  i n  te rm s  o f  some ch o se n  
36u n i t , "  i n  th e  p r e s e n t  c a s e ,  by o r g a n iz in g  d a ta  i n  te rm s  o f  th e  s o c io ­
l o g i c a l  e le m e n ts  i n  a  sam ple  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  w r i t i n g s  and  w o rk s . I n  a  
s tu d y  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  th e  e s s e n t i a l  r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  th e  r e s e a t c h e r  a r e  
t h a t  h e  m a in ta in  an  a t t i t u d e  o f  a l e r t  r e c e p t i v i t y ,  "o n e  o f  s e e k in g  
r a t h e r  th a n  t e s t i n g ; "  t h a t  h e  s tu d y  th e  d a t a  " w ith  i n t e n s i t y ; "  and  t h a t
h e  e x e r t  h i s  i n t e g r a t i v e  pow ers " t o  draw  to g e th e r  many d iv e r s e  b i t s  o f
37in f o r m a t io n  i n t o  a  u n i f i e d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . "  The r e s e a r c h e r  m ust b e
c a r e f u l  t h a t ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  h i s  a b s o r p t i o n  i n  th e  d a t a ,  h e  does n o t
d e v e lo p  a  f a l s e  s e n s e  o f  c e r t a i n t y  a b o u t h i s  c o n c lu s io n s ,  a  d a n g e r  to
b e  a v o id e d  by  u s e  o f  an  a d e q u a te  s a m p lin g  p a t t e r n  and  th e  u t i l i z a t i o n
38o f  q u a l i t a t i v e  c o d in g  o r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .
I n  t h i s  s tu d y ,  th e  man h im s e l f  and  th e  e v e n ts  o f  h i s  l i f e - -  
th o u g h  o f  s u p p le m e n ta ry  im p o r ta n c e - - a r e  n o t  ig n o r e d .  W. T . Thomas 
p o in t e d  o u t  th e  d ep en d e n ce  o f  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  upon th e  s o c i a l  o r g a n iz a t i o n
•^G oode and  H a t t ,  o p . c i t . , p p .  3 3 0 -3 1 .
36
I b i d . ,  p .  33 9 .
37 S e l l i t z  e t .  a l . , o p . c i t . , p .  601 
^®Goode and  H a t t ,  p p .  c i t . , p p . 3 3 5 -3 6 .
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and  c u l t u r e  and  t h a t  o f  th e  s o c i a l  o r g a n iz a t i o n  and  c u l t u r e  upon  th e
i n d i v i d u a l  i n  th e  i n t e r p l a y  o f  v a lu e s  and  a t t i t u d e s ,  th e  o b j e c t i v e  and  
39th e  s u b j e c t i v e .  J e f f e r s o n  th e  man, and  th e  e v e n ts  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  a r e
h ig h l y  r e l e v a n t  to  an  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  h i s  w r i t i n g s  and  w o rk s . Thomas
n o te d  t h a t  l e t t e r s  and  p e r s o n a l  docum ents a r e  o f  g r e a t  v a lu e  i n  com-
40p re h e n d in g  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  and  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y ;  t h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  
t r u e  i n  th e  c a s e  o f  J e f f e r s o n ,  w hose l e t t e r s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  p r o v id e  
one o f  th e  m o st f e r t i l e  s o u rc e s  o f  h i s  i d e a s .
I n  th e  u s e  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  an d  c a s e - s tu d y  m e th o d s , two co n ­
c e p t s  o f  M ac lv e r  h av e  p ro v e n  to  b e  o f  s i n g u l a r  v a lu e .  The f i r s t  o f  
th e s e  i s  t h a t  o f  im a g in a t iv e  o r  s y m p a th e t ic  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h a t  i s ,
th e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  " t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  c o h e r e n t  schem e o f  th in g s  to
41w h ich  th e  phenom enon u n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e l o n g s .11 The o th e r  i s  th e  
dynam ic a s s e s s m e n t o f  a  s i t u a t i o n ,  a  c o n c e p t  ow ing much to  Thom as' 
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n .  M a c lv e r i d e n t i f i e s  th e  dynam ic a s s e s s ­
m ent a s  " t h e  ju d g m en t"  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  " t h a t  c a r r i e s  a  d e c i s i o n  to
a c t , "  a  ju d g m en t i n  w h ich  " a l l  th e  f a c t o r s  d e te rm in in g  c o n s c io u s  b e -
42
h a v io r  a r e  b r o u g h t  i n t o  a  s i n g l e  o r d e r . "  M a c lv e r p o in t s  o u t  t h a t  
" th e  dynam ic a s s e s s m e n t . . . d i f f e r s  fro m  th e  p o s t  m ortem  ju d g m en t o f  
o f  h i s t o r y  o r  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e .  I n  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  a t t r i b u t i o n  we im a g i­
n a t i v e l y  c o n s t r u c t  w h a t w ou ld  h a v e  h ap p en e d  i f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l l y
39 Thomas and  Z n a n ie c k i ,  oj>. c i t . , p p . 1 9 -2 1 .
40
I b i d . , p .  1832.
^ S l a c l v e r ,  o £ . c i t . ,  p .  392 .
^ I b i d . ,  p p . 2 9 4 , 2 9 8 .
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p r e s e n te d  e v e n t  o r  a c t  h a d  n o t  o c c u r r e d ,  o r  a t  t h e  l e a s t  we p o s t u l a t e  
t h a t  c e r t a i n  h a p p e n in g s  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  b u t  f o r  t h e  e v e n t
^  3
o r  a c t  in  q u e s t i o n . "  I m a g in a t iv e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  u t i l i z e d  to  
su p p le m e n t " o u r  l im i t e d  pow er o f  e x p e r i m e n t a t io n ,"  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
th e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s ,  t o  p r o j e c t  o u r s e lv e s  i n t o  th e  s i t u a t i o n  in  
q u e s t i o n  i n  s e a r c h  o f  t h e  e x p la n a t io n  " t h a t  i s  m ost c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  
th e  p e r s o n a l i t y  and l i f e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  w i th  t h e  c u l ­
t u r a l  com plex  o f  th e  g ro u p ,  a s  i t  b e a r s  on th e  s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n  
w i t h i n  w h ich  t h e  b e h a v io r  ta k e s  p l a c e  . . . .  T h e re  m u st a lw ays 
be  . . . t h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , "  a l th o u g h  " th e  g o a l  o f  c a u s a l  
kn ow ledge  i s  n e v e r  a t t a i n e d "  s in c e  we c a n  n e v e r  f u l l y  a p p re h e n d  " t h a t  
w h ic h  i s  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  d y n a m ic ;"  h o w e v e r, as  we r e c o n s t r u c t  " th e  p a t ­
t e r n  o r  th e  schem e o f  v a l u e s "  in v o lv e d  in  th e  dynam ic a s s e s s m e n t ,  "we 
g a in  a  w id e n in g  and d e e p e n in g  know le d g e .
T h is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  s e e k s  to  make a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  k n ow ledge  
by  m eans o f  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  and a n a ly z in g  th e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  e le m e n ts  in  
s e l e c t e d  w r i t i n g s  and w o rk s  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  s t u d e n t  o f  s o c i e t y ,  
p r o t o - s o c i o l o g i s t ,  s p e c i a l  d e f i n e r  o f  s i t u a t i o n s ,  and m a n y -s id e d  
g e n i u s .
4 3I b i d . ,  p .  29 4 . 
44I b i d . ,  p p . 3 8 9 -9 3 .
PART I I .  BACKGROUNDS: THE HISTORICAL SITUATION
CHAPTER I I
THE STRUCTURAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT
C u l t u r a l  B ases  o f  A m erican  L i f e  i n  J e f f e r s o n 's  Day
T he s o c i o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  id e a s  and  th e  s o c io lo g y  o f
k n o w led g e , M erto n  t e l l s  u s ,  "cam e i n t o  b e in g  w i th  t h e  s i g n a l  h y p o th e s i s
t h a t  ev en  t r u t h s  w e re  to  b e  h e ld  s o c i a l l y  a c c o u n ta b le ,  w e re  to  b e
r e l a t e d  t o  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y  i n  w h ic h  th e y  em erged."'* ' T h e r e f o r e ,
i n  M a c lv e r 's  w o rd s , " i t  i s  o n ly  q u i t e  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  t h a t  h i s t o r y  can
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b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  s u c c e s s io n  o f  e v e n t s . "  The i d e a s ,  m ovem ents, men 
and  e v e n ts  t h a t  make h i s t o r y  c a n n o t b e  u n d e rs to o d  a p a r t  from  t h e  
s t r u c t u r a l  and  c u l t u r a l  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  q u e s t i o n .
De T o c q u e v i l l e  rem ark ed  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  a d v a n ta g e  o f  A m ericans
3
l a y  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  d id  n o t  h a v e  " t o  e n d u re  a  d e m o c ra tic  r e v o l u t i o n , "
^M erto n , o p . c i t . , p .  4 6 0 .
^ M a c lv e r , o p . c i t . , p .  129.
^ L o u is  H a r tz ,  T he L i b e r a l  T r a d i t i o n  i n  A m erica  (New Y ork : H a r-
c o u r t ,  B ra c e  and  W o rld , I n c . ,  1 9 5 5 ), p .  35 . I n  h i s  Irf ra g m e n t"  th e o r y ,
H a r tz  d e v e lo p s  th e  id e a  t h a t  A m erican  s o c i e t y  ^from i t s  e a r l i e s t  d ay s  
was e s s e n t i a l l y  b o u rg e o is  an d  c o n s e r v a t iv e .  "T he A m erican  l i b e r a l  t r a ­
d i t i o n , "  he  s a y s ,  a r o s e  " a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  e x t r i c a t i o n  o f  a  b o u rg e o is  
f ra g m e n t from  th e  tu r m o i l  o f  s e v e n te e n th - c e n tu r y  E n g la n d , and  i t  gave  
to  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o v e r  t h r e e  h u n d re d  y e a r s  o f  l i b e r a l  im m o b il i ty  . . . . "  
The F o u n d in g  o f  New S o c i e t i e s  (New Y ork : H a r c o u r t ,  B race  an d  W o rld , I n c . ,
1 9 6 4 ) , p .  4 .  S ee  a l s o  p p .  3 -6 5 .
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f o r  th e y  d id  n o t  h a v e  to  d e s t r o y  a  f e u d a l  s t r u c t u r e .  "When th e  A m eri­
c a n s  c e l e b r a t e d  th e  u n iq u e n e s s  o f  t h e i r  own s o c i e t y , "  L o u is  H a r tz  
p o i n t s  o u t ,  " th e y  w ere  on  th e  t r a c k  o f  a  p e r s o n a l  i n s i g h t  o f  t h e  
p r o f o u n d e s t  im p o r ta n c e ."  F o r  t h e  la c k  o f  f e u d a l is m  " s h a p e d  e v e ry  
a s p e c t  o f  t h e i r  s o c i a l  th o u g h t ,"  g iv in g  them  " a  fram e o f  m ind t h a t
c a n n o t  b e  fo u n d  anyw here e l s e  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  o r  i n  t h e
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w id e r  h i s t o r y  o f  m odem  r e v o l u t i o n s . "
The a b s e n c e  o f  a  f e u d a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  c o u p le d  w i th  th e  b ack g ro u n d  
o f  g e n e r a t io n s  o f  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  v i a  t h e  c o l o n i a l  l e g i s l a t u r e s ,  no 
d o u b t r e n d e re d  th e  A m erican  e x p e r i e n c e  u n iq u e .  The in f l u e n c e  o f  th e s e  
c i r c u m s ta n c e s  ca n  h a r d ly  b e  o v e r e s t im a te d ,  f o r  th e y  w e re  u n q u e s t io n a b ly  
p o w e r fu l  e le m e n ts  i n  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  a  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  A m erican  p o i n t  
o f  v ie w . O th e r  in f l u e n c e s  w e re  o f  c o u r s e  a l s o  a t  w o rk .
Thomas J .  W e rte n b a k e r  s e e s  c o l o n i a l  l i f e  a s  h a v in g  b e e n  sh ap ed  
b y  f o u r  g r e a t  f a c t o r s ,  upon w h ic h  h e  f in d s  a l l  A m erican  c i v i l i z a t i o n  
b a s e d :  t h e  i n h e r i t a n c e  o f  E u ro p ea n  c u l t u r e ,  " l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  c o n ­
t i n u e d  c o n t a c t  w i th  E u ro p e , and th e  m e l t in g  p o t . " ^  C o lo n ia l  A m ericans 
o f  th e  w o r ld  i n t o  w h ich  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  was b o m  c o n s id e r e d  th em ­
s e lv e s  a  s p e c i a l  b r e e d  o f  f r e e - b o r n  c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  E m p ire , 
e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  same r i g h t s  as  t h o s e  e n jo y e d  b y  t h e i r  f e l lo w  c i t i z e n s  
i n  E n g la n d . F u r th e rm o re ,  th e y  w e re  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e y  e n jo y e d  u n iq u e  
a d v a n ta g e s  i n  th e  New W orld  w i th  i t s  a lm o s t  l i m i t l e s s  s p a c e  and
^ H a r t z , The L i b e r a l  T r a d i t i o n  i n  A m eric a , p . 3 9 .
^T he G olden  Age o f  A m erican  C u l tu r e  (New Y ork : New Y ork U n i­
v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 4 9 ) , p .  5 .
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c h a l le n g in g  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  h a p p in e s s  and  p r o g r e s s .  From w h a te v e r  
n a t io n s  A m ericans o r  t h e i r  a n c e s to r s  m ig h t h a v e  come, th e y  s h a r e d  a  
s e n s e  o f  i d e n t i t y  w i th  t h e  E n g l is h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and l e g a l  sy s te m  
w h ic h  e x i s t e d  i n  th e  d o lo n ie s - -e v e n  th o u g h  th e y  had  b y  t h i s  t im e  come 
to  th in k  o f  th e m se lv e s  a s  a  som ewhat d i f f e r e n t  p e o p le  from  th o s e  i n  
E n g la n d .
N ot o n ly  w ere  th e  A m ericans bound t o g e th e r  w i th  th e  o th e r  
i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  E m pire "by s i m i l a r ,  i f  n o t  i d e n t i c a l ,  
sy stem s  o f  law " and ty p e s  o f  g o v ern m en t, b u t  a l s o  b y  r e l i g i o u s ,  e t h i c a l ,  
i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  and s o c i a l  i d e a l s  w h ich  w ere  s t i l l  l a r g e l y  th o s e  o f  th e  
E n g l is h - s p e a k in g  c o l o n ia l s  and becom ing i n c r e a s in g ly  th o s e  o f  t h e  
n o n -E n g l is h  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n .  "W hile  th e s e  common c o n c e p ­
t i o n s ,  common l e g a l  and  s o c i a l  c o d e s , and common i n s t i t u t i o n s  p ro d u c e d  
a  v e ry  g r e a t  d e g re e  o f  c u l t u r a l  ho m o g en e ity  . . . , t h e r e  w e re , n e v e r -
g
t h e l e s s ,  d iv e rg e n c e s  t h a t  a r e  e q u a l ly  im p o r ta n t  to  r e c o g n iz e ."
To th e  w e s t o f  th e  c o a s t a l  c o lo n ie s  la y  th e  f r o n t i e r  w i th  i t s  
p ro m ise  o f  cheap  la n d  and  in d e p e n d e n c e , a  p o w e rfu l f a c t o r  i n  s h a p in g  
c o l o n ia l  th o u g h t  and c u l t u r e .  "The f r o n t i e r  was c r e a t i n g  a  new ty p e  
o f  B r i t o n - - t h e  A m e ric a n --o n e  who was l e s s  and l e s s ,  a s  tim e  e l a p s e d ,  
u n d e r  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n  and i n h e r i t e d  c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n s ,  and 
m ore and m ore sh ap ed  by  h i s  c o n t e s t  w i th  n a t u r e  and th e  n e c e s s i t y  to  
im p ro v ise  i f  h e  w ere  to  s u r v i v e . "  To su c h  a  man, t h e  K ing , t h e  P r iv y
^L aw rence H enry  G ip so n , The Coming o f  th e  R e v o lu t io n , 1763- 
1775 (New Y ork : H a rp e r  and Row, 1 9 6 2 ), p p . 3 -4 .
^ I b i d . , p .  4 .  R e g a rd in g  J e f f e r s o n  and th e  f r o n t i e r ,  s e e  ch ap . 
X, f o o tn o te  4 ,  i n f r a .
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C o u n c i l ,  th e  P a r l i a m e n t  seem ed rem o te  in d e e d .  H is  r e c o g n iz e d  l e a d e r  
was se ld o m  th e  B r i t i s h  o r  c o l o n i a l  o f f i c i a l  b u t  u s u a l l y  th e  m o st e n t e r ­
p r i s i n g  and  c o u ra g e o u s  o f  h i s  f e l lo w  backw oodsm en i n  th e  ru d e  b u t  
t r u e  ty p e  o f  dem ocracy  t h a t  d e v e lo p e d  on th e  f r o n t i e r .
Y e t th e  A m erica  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  day  w as n o t  o n ly  a  f r o n t i e r :  
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  New Y ork , B o s to n , and  C h a r le s to n  w e re  g ro w in g  c i t i e s  
w i th  a  d e v e lo p in g  m e rc h a n t c l a s s  ( i n  f a c t ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  R e v o lu t io n ,  
P h i l a d e lp h i a  w as th e  se c o n d  l a r g e s t  c i t y  i n  t h e  E n g l is h - s p e a k in g
3
w o r ld ) . A lth o u g h  no m ore th a n  f o u r  o r  f i v e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  
l i v e d  i n  u rb a n  a r e a s ,  c i t i e s  e x e r t e d  g r e a t  i n f l u e n c e  on l i f e  i n  th e  
c o l o n i e s . ^
A long th e  c o a s t ,  fro m  S o u th  C a r o l in a  t o  B a l t im o r e ,  l a y  t h e  
la n d s  o f  th e  s e t t l e d  p l a n t e r  c l a s s ;  and  ab o v e , th e  la n d s  o f  yeoman 
fa rm e rs  and th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t s  o f  m e rc h a n ts  and  t r a d e r s .  C e r t a i n l y  
th e  e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o lo n ie s  w e re  n o t  f r o n t i e r s  b u t  i n s t e a d ,  
by  th e  t im e  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  b i r t h  i n  1743 , e v id e n c e d  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  
w e l l  o v e r  a  c e n tu r y  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  and  a c t i v i t y .
The E n lig h te n m e n t h ad  in f lu e n c e d  th e  th in k in g  o f  A m e ric a n s ; men 
o f  t h e  u p p e r  l e v e l s ,  who h e l d  m ost o f  th e  econom ic and p o l i t i c a l  p o w er, 
becam e s tu d e n t s  o f  p o l i t i c s  and g o v e rn m e n t, p o u r in g  " o v e r  Locke and  
M o n te s q u ie u ,"  Newton and  R o u sse a u , d i s c u s s in g  " t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  human 
r i g h t s  a t  th e  d in n e r  t a b l e  o r  w h i le  r i d i n g  to  c h u rc h  o r  to  c o u r t .
^ R u sse l. B la in e  N ye, The C u l t u r a l  L i f e  o f  th e  New N a tio n  (New 
Y ork : H a rp e r  an d  Row, P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 6 3 ) , p .  124 .
9 l b i d .
lO W ertenbaker, o p . c i t . , p .  111.
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T h e re  e x i s t e d  a  z e a l  f o r  e d u c a t io n ,  a l th o u g h  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  o f
l i f e  i n  t h e  c o l o n ie s  and  th e  c u l t u r a l  em phases o f  th e  d ay  p r e c lu d e d  th e
e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  r e a l  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n  s y s te m , ev en  i n  New E n g la n d .
Books w ere  r e g u l a r l y  im p o r te d  fro m  E n g la n d ; a  num ber o f  men p o s s e s s e d
l i b r a r i e s  o f  s e v e r a l  h u n d re d  vo lum es and a  few  o f  s e v e r a l  th o u s a n d
v o lu m e s , a  c o m p a ra b le  num ber to  th o s e  owned b y  H a rv a rd , W ill ia m  and
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M ary , and Y a le  i n  th e  l a t e  c o l o n i a l  p e r io d .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  few  
l i t e r a r y  w orks  o f  o u t s t a n d in g  m e r i t  w e re  p ro d u c e d  in  t h e  c o l o n i e s ;  
h o w e v e r, A m erican  a u th o r s  p ro d u c e d  b o th  r e l i g i o u s  and  s e c u l a r  w r i t i n g s  
from  tim e  to  t im e ,  i n  p r o s e ,  v e r s e ,  and d ram a . By t h e  m i d - e ig h te e n th  
c e n t u r y ,  c o l o n i s t s  o f  t h e  u p p e r  s o c io -e c o n o m ic  l e v e l s  h a d  become 
c o n s c io u s  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and t h e  d e c o r a t iv e  a r t s ;  some b u i l t  g r e a t  
b r i c k  m an sio n s  and  o u t f i t t e d  them  w i th  th e  f i n e s t  o f  f u r n i s h i n g s ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  w i th  p a i n t i n g s  and  w orks o f  a r t ;  th e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y ,  h o w ev e r, 
c o n t in u e d  to  occu p y  u n im p re s s iv e  w ooden h o u s e s  f u r n i s h e d  w i th  l o c a l l y -  
made p i e c e s .  A m ericans  h ad  d e v e lo p e d  a  l i v e l y  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r e s t ,  a s  
th e  w ork and  l i f e  o f  B en jam in  F r a n k l i n  w e l l  e x e m p lify .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  
f r o n t i e r  was one a s p e c t  o f  A m erican  c o l o n i a l  l i f e ,  b u t  m id - e ig h te e n th  
c e n tu r y  A m erica  r e f l e c t e d  th e  m ore ad v an ced  c u l t u r a l  e le m e n ts  o f  
E u ro p ea n  l i f e  and  th o u g h t ;  i t  a l s o  d e v e lo p e d  a r e a s  o f  i n t e r e s t  o f  i t s  
own, f o r  " t h e  dream s made in  E u ro p e  . . . w e re  d i s s i p a t e d  o r  t r a n s fo rm e d
■'■•'■Louis B. W r ig h t ,  The C u l t u r a l  L i f e  o f  t h e  A m erican  C o lo n ie s  
(New Y ork : H a rp e r  and  Row, P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 6 2 ) , p p . 1 0 2 -3 .
■'■̂I b i d . , p p . 1 2 6 -5 3 .
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13b y  th e  A m erican  r e a l i t y .  A new c i v i l i z a t i o n  w as b e in g  b o m  . . . ."
The m om entous d e v e lo p m e n ts  o f  th e  R e v o lu t io n a ry  p e r i o d ,  th e  
o u tg ro w th  o f  g e n e r a t io n s  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  fro m  t h e  m o th e r c o u n t ry  and  o f  
a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i s t i n c t i v e  A m erican  way o f  l i f e ,  c a t a p u l t e d  A m ericans 
o u t  o f  th e  c o l o n i a l  p e r io d  i n t o  n a t io n h o o d .  S lo w ly , o f t e n  h a l t i n g l y ,  
A m eric an s  b u i l t  a  new n a t i o n  w i th  i t s  own h o p e s  and d ream s, i t s  own 
h e r o e s  and m y th s ,  i t s  own c u l t u r e  and  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  "A m erica  
g re w ,"  B o o r s t in  s a y s ,  " i n  t h e  s e a r c h  o f  com m unity  . . . .  T he young 
n a t i o n  f l o u r i s h e d  n o t  i n  d is c o v e r y  b u t  i n  s e a r c h . " ^ 1" The s e a r c h  w as , 
h o w e v e r , made e a s i e r  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n  was b o m  a t  a  tim e  
w hen  new id e a s  w e re  a b ro a d  i n  th e  W e s te rn  w o r ld ,  when s c i e n c e  and  
r a t i o n a l i s m  w e re  c h a l l e n g in g  ^the v a l i d i t y  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  b e l i e f s  and 
t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r d e r ,  w hen men w e re  c o n s c io u s ly  s e e k in g  a  s c ie n c e  o f  
s o c i e t y  i n  o r d e r  to  b u i l d  a  w o r ld  i n  w h ich  man co u ld  f o r g e  ah ea d  in t o  
a  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  b e t t e r  way o f  l i f e .  The A m erican  n a t i o n a l  c u l t u r e  was 
no s t r a n g e r  t o  L o ck e , N ew ton , R o u sseau , T u r g o t ,  and B acon , and  i n  i t s  
e a r l y  y e a r s  i t  a d a p te d  and  m o d if ie d  t h e i r  id e a s  to  s u i t  th e  demands o f  
t h e  new n a t i o n  w i th  i t s  new p h y s i c a l  and s o c i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .^  A 
d e v e lo p in g  A m erican  p o i n t  o f  v iew  p a t t e r n e d  t h e  new s o c i e t y  f o r  th e  
" t r i a l  o f  f i r e "  w h ich  l a y  ah ea d  and w h ich  i t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  e n d u re d .
l^ D a n ie l  J .  B o o r s t i n ,  The A m e ric a n s : The C o lo n ia l  E x p e r ie n c e
(New Y ork: Random H o u se , 1 9 5 8 ), p .  1.
^ D a n i e l  J .  B o o r s t i n ,  The A m e ric a n s : The N a t io n a l  E x p e r ie n c e
(New Y ork: Random H ouse , 1 9 6 5 ), p .  1 .
■*-%erle C u r t i ,  The G row th o f  A m erican  T hough t (New Y ork : 
H a rp e r  and B r o th e r s ,  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 4 3 ), p .  2 5 .
Y e t, n o t  a l l  was new . The new n a t i o n  d id  n o t  im m e d ia te ly  d i s ­
c a r d  i t s  E u ro p ean  h e r i t a g e .  In d e e d ,  i t  b u i l t  upon  E u ro p ean  and  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  E n g l i s h  f o u n d a t io n s ,  su c h  a s  t h e  E n g l i s h  common law , 
w h ic h  i t  r e t a i n e d ,  o f t e n  w i th o u t  ev e n  m in o r  c h a n g e s , w e l l  i n t o  th e  
n a t i o n a l  p e r io d ,  and  w h ic h  i n  f a c t  i t  p r e s e r v e s  i n  many a s p e c t s  ev e n  
to d a y .  T h is  a l l e g i a n c e  to  t h e  r u l e  o f  law  w as a  s i g n a l  e le m e n t i n  th e
D
t r a n s i t i o n  from  c o l o n i a l  t o  n a t i o n a l  s t a t u s .  The th r e a d s  o f  E n g l is h  
la w , L o ck e , and  t h e  E n lig h te n m e n t th e  A m ericans wove p e rm a n e n tly  i n t o  
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  f a b r i c . ^  The A m erican  may in d e e d  h a v e  b e e n  a 
"new m an ,"  as  C re v e c o e u r  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  h i m , ^  b u t  h e  was i n  l a r g e  p a r t  
a  c h i l d  o f  E u ro p e . As R u s s e l l  B la in e  Nye p o i n t s  o u t ,  "The r e a l  A m eri­
c a n  r e v o l u t i o n  came a b o u t a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  a s s i m i l a t i o n  and  
r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  one h u n d re d  and  f i f t y  y e a r s  o f  th e  A m erican  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  com bined  w i th  t h e  id e a s  o f  th e  E n l ig h te n m e n t ."  T he R e v o lu ­
t i o n a r y  and p o s t - R e v o lu t io n a r y  le a d e r s  "w ere  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  E n l ig h te n ­
m e n t, o p t i m i s t i c ,  c o n f id e n t ,  w i th  few  d o u b ts  o f  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  
s u c c e e d .11
The c u l t u r a l  la g  i n  t h e  t r a n s m is s i o n  o f  th e  id e a s  o f  th e  
E n lig h te n m e n t fro m  E urope  t o  A m erica  m ean t t h a t  th e  R e v o lu t io n a ry  
l e a d e r s  w ere  b e in g  in f lu e n c e d  by id e a s  w h ich  i n  E u rope  h ad  l o s t  much 
o f  t h e i r  im p a c t,  y e t  t h e s e  id e a s  w e re  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  E u r o p e - - a l th o u g h
•*-^William N is b e t  C ham bers, P o l i t i c a l  P a r t i e s  i n  a. New N a tio n  
(New Y ork : O x fo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 3 ), p .  9 7 .
1 7 J .  H e c to r  S t .  Jo h n  C re v e c o e u r ,  L e t t e r s  from  an  A m erican  
F a rm e r (New Y o rk : D o lp h in  B ooks, n .  d . ) ,  p p . 4 9 -5 0 .
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i n  A m erica  th e y  w ere  b e in g  a p p l i e d  u n d e r  w h o lly  d i f f e r e n t  c i rc u m ­
s ta n c e s  t o  m ee t d i f f e r e n t  n eed s  and  o c c a s i o n a l l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  w i th  
d i f f e r e n t  m e a n in g s . T he s t r e a m  o f  c u l t u r a l  c o n t i n u i t y  e x i s t e d ,  b u t  
th e  e le m e n ts  in v o lv e d  w e re  chan g ed  b y  th e  dynam ics o f  c i rc u m s ta n c e  
and  in n o v a t io n .  T ie s  o f  c u s to m , la n g u a g e , and  law  c o u ld  n o t  b e  u t t e r l y  
o b l i t e r a t e d ;  i n s t e a d ,  t h e  m o d i f ic a t io n s  w h ic h  o c c u r r e d  o v e r  a  p e r io d  
o f  d e c a d e s  p ro d u c e d  a t  l a s t  a  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  A m erican  e th o s  w h ic h  was 
new i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t  was d i f f e r e n t  from  i t s  a n c e s t r y .
I n  b o th  t h e  R e v o lu t io n a ry  and p o s t - R e v o lu t io n a r y  p e r i o d s ,  t h e r e
w as a  g e n e r a l  c o n s e n su s  r e g a r d in g  th e  " s e l f - e v i d e n t  t r u t h s "  b a s e d  upon
19" n a t u r a l  law " and " n a t u r a l  r i g h t s , "  a  c o n se n su s  p a r t a k in g  o f  th e  
n a t u r e  o f  f a i t h ,  w h ic h  e x e r t e d  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  upon  th e  c u l t u r a l  d e v e lo p ­
m en ts  o f  t h i s  e r a .  T he m a jo r i t y  o f  A m ericans a p p e a re d  to  b e l i e v e  i n  
th e  p e r f e c t i b i l i t y  o f  man and  t h e  c e r t a i n t y  o f  l i n e a r  p r o g r e s s ,  h e r e i n  
f o l lo w in g  m ore c l o s e l y  t h e i r  F re n c h  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  (T u rg o t ,  H e lv e t iu s ,  
C o n d o rc e t)  th a n  th e  t e n t a t i v e  an d  l i m i t e d  b e l i e f s  o f  L ocke i n  t h i s  
r e g a r d ; ^  a l th o u g h  L o ck e , w i th  h i s  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  a p p ro a c h , w as 
p e rh a p s  t h e  c h i e f  i n f l u e n c e  upon  th e  t h i n k in g  o f  J e f f e r s o n  and  th e  
R e v o lu t io n a ry  l e a d e r s ,  j u s t  a s  " th e  m a jo r  s t r a i n  o f  fo rm a l p h i l o s o p h i c a l  
th o u g h t  i n  . . . A m erica  was L o c k ia n  e m p i r i c i s m ." ^
T he b e l i e f  i n  p r o g r e s s  and  th e  h e a d y  o p tim ism  a b o u t th e  f u t u r e
l ^ I b i d . t p .  2 5 .
^ L o u i s  H a r tz ,  "A m erican  P o l i t i c a l  T h o u g h t and  th e  A m erican  
R e v o lu t io n ,"  A m erican  P o l i t i c a l  S c ie n c e  R ev iew . XLIV (1 9 5 2 ) , 3 2 1 -4 2 .
2 % y e ,  o £ . c i t . , p .  3 3 .
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le d  A m erican s  t o  s e e  th e m s e lv e s  a s  a  new and  d i f f e r e n t  k in d  o f
p e o p le  f o r  whom N a tu r e 's  God h ad  p ro v id e d  a  m a g n i f i c e n t ly  r i c h
n a t u r a l  " l a b o r a t o r y "  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  e x p e r im e n t i n  th e  s e a r c h
22f o r  human h a p p in e s s .  Such  an  e x p e r im e n t made i t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r
A m ericans t o  m a in ta in  t h e i r  s e p a r a t i o n  from  th i n g s  E u ro p e a n . "The
E u ro p ea n  n a t i o n s , "  J e f f e r s o n  w r o te  t o  Von H um bold t, " c o n s t i t u t e  a
s e p a r a t e  d i v i s i o n  o f  th e  g lo b e  . . . .  T hey  h a v e  a  s e t  o f  i n t e r e s t s
o f  t h e i r  own i n  w h ich  i t  i s  o u r  b u s in e s s  n e v e r  t o  en g ag e  o u r s e l v e s .
23
A m erica  h a s  a  h e m isp h e re  to  i t s e l f . "  So c r u c i a l  w as th e  e x p e r im e n t 
t h a t  i t  h ad  u n p a r a l l e l e d  im p o r ta n c e  f o r  t h e  human r a c e .  "O ur e x p e r i ­
m e n t ,"  J e f f e r s o n  d e c l a r e d ,  " w i l l  b e  t h a t  men w i l l  b e  t r u s t e d  t o  g o v e rn  
th e m s e lv e s  w i th o u t  a  m a s t e r .  C ou ld  t h e  c o n t r a r y  o f  t h i s  b e  p ro v e d ,  I  
s h o u ld  c o n c lu d e ,  e i t h e r  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no God, o r  t h a t  He i s  a  m a le v ­
o l e n t  b e in g .  H a m ilto n  an d  h i s  f o l lo w e r s  m ig h t n o t  h av e  a g re e d
w i th  J e f f e r s o n 's  v iew  o f  A m e r ic a 's  d iv in e  m is s io n ,  b u t  m ost A m erican s 
p ro b a b ly  d i d .  And th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  A m erican  e x p e r im e n t ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  th e  p h i lo s o p h y  b e h in d  i t ,  c o lo r e d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t and  d i r e c t i o n s  o f  
th o u g h t  and  c u l t u r e  i n  th e  J e f f e r s o n i a n ^ e r a ,  a s  t h e  A m ericans p r o ­
c e e d e d  to  c r e a t e  a  new p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and  c u l t u r a l  sy s te m  o u t  o f  
th e  t h i r t e e n  fo rm e r c o l o n i e s ,  a  sy s te m  b a s e d  on th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  
p r o g r e s s ,  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s ,  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ,  and  s c i e n c e ,  th e  r a t i o n a l i t y  
o f  man and  th e  b e n e v o le n c e  o f  n a t u r e  and  God. T h e se  A m ericans f e l t
22S ee  B o o r s t in ,  The L o s t  W orld o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n .
23F o rd ,  W orks, IX , 4 3 1 .
24N ye, o p . c i t . , pp.  4 4 -4 5 .
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t h a t  th e y  owed l i t t l e  t o  p r e c e d e n t  an d  t r a d i t i o n ;  th e y  th o u g h t  o f
th e m se lv e s  a s  f r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  c a p a b le  o f  s e lf - im p ro v e m e n t  and  s e l f -
g o v e r n m e n t- - th a t  i t  was t h e i r  m is s io n  t o  fou n d  a  new c i v i l i z a t i o n
d i s t i n c t i v e l y  A m erican , w ho se  g o a l ,  i n  J e f f e r s o n 's  w o rd s , was " th e
25a s s o c i a t e d  h a p p in e s s  o f  m a n ."
The E n lig h te n m e n t e n s h r in e d  r e a s o n  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  m a n 's  b e i n g ,  
a n d , as H arv ey  W ish s a y s ,  " l e d  o p t i m i s t s  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  man c o u ld  
in v e n t  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e s  a s  p r e c i s e  a s  N e w to n 's  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  g r a v i ­
ta t io n ." ^ ®  T h e  p h i lo s o p h e r s  o f  th e  E n l ig h te n m e n t ta u g h t  t h a t  "w h a t 
s c ie n c e  had  a c h ie v e d  i n  t h e  s p h e re  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w o r ld ,  i t  c o u ld  
s u r e l y  a c h ie v e  a l s o  . . .  i n  th e  r e a lm  o f  s o c i a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  
r e l a t i o n s ,"2 7  J e f f e r s o n  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  and  o th e r s  among th e  A m erican  
R e v o lu t io n a ry  l e a d e r s h ip ,  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  s c i e n t i f i c  p r i n c i p l e s  c o u ld  b e  
a p p l ie d  to  t h e  s tu d y  o f  s o c i e t y ;  t h a t  "o n c e  th e  law s g o v e rn in g  human 
b e h a v io r  w e re  d is c o v e re d  a n d  in c o r p o r a te d  i n t o  a  s c ie n c e  o f  r a t i o n a l
s o c io lo g y "  t h e  i d e a l  o f  c r e a t i n g  a  j u s t ,  v i r t u o u s ,  happy  s o c i e t y  w as
28"no lo n g e r  u t o p i a n . "
A m eric an  c u l t u r e  i n  th e  e r a  o f  J e f f e r s o n  m ir r o r e d  t h i s  p o i n t  
o f  v ie w — in  s c i e n c e ,  p o l i t i c s ,  e d u c a t io n ,  r e l i g i o n ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  an d  
s o c i a l  l i f e .  O ur p r im a ry  c o n c e rn  i s  w i t h  J e f f e r s o n 's  w r i t i n g s  an d
25I b i d . ,  p p . 5 2 -5 3 .
^ S o c i e t y  and T h o u g h t in  E a r l y  A m erica  (New Y ork : Longm ans,
G reen  and C o . ,  1 9 5 0 ), p .  1 4 3 .
^ S i r  I s a i a h  B e r l i n  ( e d . ) ,  T he Age o f  t h e  E n lig h te n m e n t (New 
Y o rk : M en to r B ooks, 1 9 6 3 ) ,  p .  27 .
^ ® I b id . , p p . 2 7 -2 8 .
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w o rk s ;  and th e  c u l t u r a l  m i l i e u  i n  w h ic h  he  w as s o c i a l i z e d  w as t h a t  
o f  V i r g i n i a ,  t o  w h ich  h e  h a b i t u a l l y  r e f e r r e d  a s  "my c o u n t r y . "  He 
w as a  man o f  b r o a d  n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o u t lo o k ;  y e t  h e  was a 
V i r g i n i a n ,  an d  i t  was i n  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  V i r g in i a  t h a t  h e  w as n o u r is h e d ,  
r e a r e d ,  and  e d u c a te d .  I t  was in  V i r g i n i a  t h a t  h e  s p e n t  h i s  c h i ld h o o d  
a n d  y o u th ,  m uch o f  h i s  m id d le  a g e ,  an d  th e  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  h i s  l i f e .  
W h e re v e r he  fo u n d  h im s e l f ,  h i s  h e a r t  tu rn e d  o f t e n  to  V i r g i n i a  and to  
h i s  p a l a t i a l  home a to p  t h e  " l i t t l e  m o u n ta in ."  " A l l  my w is h e s  e n d ,"  
h e  s a i d ,  "w h ere  I  hope my d ay s w i l l  e n d , a t  M o n t i c e l l o ,"  T h u s , th e  
c u l t u r a l  and s t r u c t u r a l  c o n te x t  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  l i f e  and  th o u g h t  may 
b e s t  b e  o b s e rv e d  in  t h e  V i r g i n i a  o f  h i s  d ay .
The V i r g i n i a  i n t o  w h ich  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  was b o r n ,  C h a r le s
29
S y d n o r p o in t s  o u t ,  was a  " re m a rk a b ly  hom ogeneous" a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y .  
B e h in d  i t  l a y  a lm o s t a  c e n tu r y  an d  a  h a l f  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  a s  t h e  o ld e s t  
o f  t h e  E n g l is h  c o lo n ie s  i n  th e  New W o rld . O r i g i n a l l y  d ra w in g  to  i t  
s o l d i e r s  o f  f o r t u n e  and  a d v e n tu r e r s  who s o u g h t to  g a in  w e a l t h  and 
i n f l u e n c e ,  b y  th e  end o f  t h e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r y  V i r g in i a  h a d  become 
so m e th in g  o f  a  f r o z e n  s o c i e t y ,  c o n s c io u s ly  p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  t h a t  o f  th e
29
A m erican  R e v o lu t io n a r i e s  i n  th e  M aking (New Y o rk : The F re e
P r e s s ,  1 9 6 5 ) , p .  108.
29
30E n g l is h  g e n t r y .  A s l a v e  econom y, b a s e d  l a r g e l y  upon  to b a c c o ,  h ad  
b y  th e  m id - e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y  p ro d u c e d  a  f a i r l y  r i g i d l y  s t r a t i f i e d  
s o c i e t y  i n  w h ich  p o l i t i c a l  and  econom ic pow er w as h e ld  a lm o s t  e x c lu ­
s i v e l y  b y  an  a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  la n d e d  p l a n t e r s .  I n t e r m a r r i a g e  b e tw een  
th e s e  f a m i l i e s  p r e s e r v e d  th e  pow er i n  t h e i r  h a n d s .  P r o p e r ty  q u a l i f i ­
c a t i o n s  m e an t t h a t  o n ly  f r e e - h o l d e r s  ow ning one h u n d re d  u n s e t t l e d  a c r e s
31
o r  tw e n t y - f i v e  a c r e s  w i th  a  h o u se  c o u ld  v o te .  T h e re  was a  s t r o n g
t r a d i t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e ,  and  men o f  th e  u p p e r  c l a s s  w e re  e x p e c te d
to  s e r v e  a s  j u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  p e a c e ,  v e s try m e n , and  b u r g e s s e s .  Members
32
o f  t h i s  a r i s t o c r a c y  "w e re  f u l l  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  l o c a l  in d e p e n d e n c e .” 
T hey s o u g h t  and  s e c u re d  e l e c t i o n  to  o f f i c e  and  came to  c o n s t i t u t e  a  
pow er e l i t e ,  an  a u t o c r a t i c ,  a lm o s t  d i c t a t o r i a l  u p p e r  c l a s s  w h ich  c o n ­
t r o l l e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and  econom ic l i f e  o f  c o l o n i a l  V i r g i n i a ,  p o w e rfu l
on
B o o r s t in ,  T he A m e r ic a n s : T he C o lo n ia l  E x p e r ie n c e ,  p p . 97 -
101 . S ee  a l s o  J a c k s o n  T u rn e r  M ain , T he S o c ia l  S t r u c t u r e  o f  R e v o lu ­
t i o n a r y  A m erica  ( P r in c e to n :  P r in c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 5 ). M ain
fo u n d  t h a t  f a i r l y  d i s t i n c t  econom ic c l a s s e s  e x i s t e d  i n  a l l  th e  
c o l o n i e s ,  and  a  s o c i a l  h i e r a r c h y  b a s e d  upon a  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  c l a s s  
d i s t i n c t i o n s  i n  m o s t o f  th em . The lo w e r  econom ic c l a s s  c o m p rise d  
a p p ro x im a te ly  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  p o p u la t i o n ;  t h e  m id d le  c l a s s  o f  s m a ll  
p r o p e r ty  h o l d e r s ,  c r a f t s m e n ,  and  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a c c o u n te d  f o r  p e rh a p s  
s i x t y  t o  s e v e n ty  p e r  c e n t ;  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s  o f  l a r g e  p r o p e r ty  o w n ers , 
o f t e n  w i t h  s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t io n s  o f  w e a l th  and  p o s i t i o n  b e h in d  them , 
a c c o u n te d  f o r  t h e  r e m a in d e r ,  a l th o u g h  th e y  c o n t r o l l e d  a b o u t f o r t y - f i v e  
p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  w e a l t h .  E x c e p t f o r  V i r g i n i a ,  m o b i l i t y  i n t o  th e  u p p e r  
econom ic c l a s s  w as r e l a t i v e l y  o p e n , an d  ev en  i n  V i r g i n i a  i n  th e  l a t e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  l e s s e r  p l a n t e r  s o c i e t y  was r e l a ­
t i v e l y  e a s y .  S ee  e s p e c i a l l y  p a g e s  2 7 2 -7 7 .
^ S y d n o r ,  o £ . c i t : . , p p . 3 5 -3 6 .
32j . F r a n k l i n  Jam eso n , T he A m erican  R e v o lu t io n  C o n s id e re d  a s  
a  S o c i a l  Movement ( P r in c e to n :  P r in c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 4 0 ),
p .  1 7 .
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" g e n tle m e n  o f  l o n g - t a i l e d  f a m i l i e s , "  as th e y  w ere  som etim es c h a r a c t e r -
-  a  33 x zed .
A lth o u g h  many o f  th e  g e n t ry  w ere  e d u c a te d , few  h ad  th e  s c h o l a r l y
q u a l i t i e s  o f  J e f f e r s o n  and  M ad ison . However, th e  G reek  and Roman
p h i lo s o p h e r s  and h i s t o r i a n s ,  and  th e  w orks o f  M il to n ,  L ocke, and
34M o n te sq u ie u  w ere  f a i r l y  w id e ly  r e a d .  A few o f  t h e  so n s  o f  t h e
g e n t ry  s tu d ie d  a b ro a d , m o s tly  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  E d in b u rg h  o r  one
o f  th e  In n s  o f  C o u r t ,  th o u g h  th e  l a r g e s t  num ber a t te n d e d  W illia m  and
Mary o r  P r in c e to n .  As W e rte n b a k e r p o in t s  o u t ,  a l th o u g h  W illia m  and
M a ry --u n d e r  th e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  A n g lic a n  c h u rc h  and w i th  a
f a c u l t y  com posed a lm o s t e x c l u s i v e ly  o f  A n g lic a n  c le rg y m e n - -c o u ld
h a r d ly  b e  c o n s id e re d  a  g r e a t  c o l l e g e ,  " i t  was a  b r i l l i a n t  g ro u p "  w h ich
t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  " s e n t  f o r t h  t o  p la y  le a d in g  r o l e s  i n  th e  R e v o lu t io n
o r  i n  t h e  c r e a t i n g  o f  t h e  n a tio n --T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n ,  Jo h n  M a r s h a l l ,
P e y to n  R an do lph , Edmund R an d o lp h , Jo h n  T y le r ,  S r . ,  Jam es M onroe, and 
35o t h e r s . "  The fo u n d a t io n  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  in  V i r g in i a  was th e
c l a s s i c s ,  o f  w h ich  J e f f e r s o n  s a i d ,  " . . .  th e  G reeks and Romans h av e
l e f t  u s  th e  p r e s e n t  m odels w h ich  e x i s t  o f  f i n e  c o m p o s i tio n , w h e th e r
we exam ine them  as  w orks o f  r e a s o n ,  o r  s t y l e ,  o r  fa n c y  . . . .  To re a d
36
th e  L a t i n  and G reek  a u th o r s  i n  th e  o r i g i n a l  i s  a  su b lim e  lu x u r y ."
Many th e n  w en t on to  s tu d y  th e  law . E v ery  p l a n t e r  was e x p e c te d  to
3 3 sy d n o r , o j d . c i t . , p .  63 .
34I b i d ‘, p .  18.
^ ^ w e r te n b a k e r ,  o £ . c i t . ,  p .  107.
3^ L ip scom b  and B erg h , XIV, 231.
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know h i s  Goke and  h i s  B la c k s to n e ,  f o r  h e  h ad  f r e q u e n t  o c c a s io n  to
make u s e  o f  them  a s  j u s t i c e  o f  th e  p e a c e .
W h ile  many o f  th e  p l a n t e r s  w e re  a l s o  la w y e r s ,  i t  w as i n  t h e i r
fo rm e r  r o l e  t h a t  th e y  g a in e d  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  f o r  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e .  The
m anagem ent o f ' t h e i r  " e c o n o m ic , s o c i a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  m ic ro co sm s"  f i t t e d
37them  f o r  g r e a t e r  t a s k s  in  t h e  m anagem ent o f  t h e  c o lo n y ,  a l th o u g h  th e  
pow er w h ic h  th e y  e x e r t e d  te n d e d  to  make many o f  them  o b s t i n a t e ,
O  Q
h a u g h ty , o p in io n a te d ,  and  h e a d s t r o n g .
The g r e a t  p l a n t e r s  o f  th e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  a l l  owned 
m ore th a n  f o u r  th o u s a n d  a c r e s  e a c h , and  a lm o s t  h a l f  o f  them  h a d  te n  
th o u s a n d  a c r e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  n e a r l y  one h u n d re d  s l a v e s .  The w o r th  o f  
th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  e a c h  was i n  e x c e s s  o f  t e n  th o u sa n d  p o u n d s . A p p ro x i­
m a te ly  e i g h t y  p e r  c e n t  i n h e r i t e d  t h e i r  w e a lth --m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  o ld  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  th e  F .  F . V . ’s ,  R a n d o lp h s , H a r r i s o n s ,  F i t z -
h u g h s , N e ls o n s .  No m ore th a n  te n  p e r  c e n t  o f  them  w ere  s e l f - m a d e  
39m en. V e r t i c a l  m o b i l i t y  i n t o  th e  p l a n t e r  c l a s s  w as t h e r e f o r e  
r e s t r i c t e d  b u t  n o t  im p o s s ib l e .
T h is  V i r g i n i a  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  i t s  g r e a t  m a n sio n s  and 
e l e g a n t  w ay o f  l i f e ,  was a  h a rd -w o rk in g  one w i th  a  s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f  
s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and o f  s e r v i c e  t o  th e  s t a t e .  T hey w e re  f a v o r a b le  
to  t r a d e  and  d id  n o t  c o n s id e r  i t  b e n e a th  them , a s  th e  d i a r y  o f  W ill ia m
•^ S y d n o r , o £ .  c i t . , p p .  1 5 -1 7 .
38i b i d . , p .  17 .
39J a c k s o n  T u rn e r  M ain , "The One H u n d re d ,"  W illia m  an d  M ary 
Q u a r t e r l y , 3 rd  S e r i e s ,  XIV (1 9 5 4 ) ,  3 5 4 -8 4 .
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B y rd  I I  o f  W e s to v e r  m akes c l e a r .  H e, l i k e  m any o t h e r  p l a n t e r s  s u c h  
a s  J e f f e r s o n ,  p e r s o n a l l y  s u p e r in t e n d e d  t h e  p l a n t i n g  o f  h i s  c r o p s ;  
h e  a l s o  o p e r a t e d  a  s a w m ill  a n d  a  g r i s t m i l l ;  h e  p r o s p e c te d  f o r  c o a l ,  
i r o n  a n d  c o p p e r ;  h e  b o u g h t up to b a c c o  and  s h ip p e d  i t  t o  L ondon ; h e  
c o n t in u e d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s  and  t h e  t r a f f i c  i n  
s l a v e s .  B u t h e  w as a l s o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  o t h e r  g r e a t  p l a n t e r s  who 
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a  g e n tle m a n  n e e d e d  l e a r n i n g ;  a n d  h e  a r o s e  a t  t h r e e  i n  
t h e  m o rn in g  t o  r e a d  H ebrew , L a t i n ,  o r  G re e k  u n t i l  b r e a k f a s t .  I n  t h e  
e v e n in g s  h e  o f t e n  r e a d  s e rm o n s , b u t  h e  w as n o  s a i n t :  h e  p la y e d  a t
d i c e  an d  c a r d s  a n d  a p p e a re d  t o  h a v e  an  e y e  f o r  e v e ry  woman who p a s s e d  
b y ,  w h e th e r  s h e  w as a  ch am b erm aid  o r  a  p l a n t e r ' s  w i f e ,  an d  h e
4 0a p p a r e n t l y  m is s e d  few  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to  s o l i c i t  t h e i r  a f f e c t i o n s .
W e r te n b a k e r  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  " t h e  c o m m o n ly -a c c e p te d  b e l i e f  
t h a t  t h e  w e l l - t o - d o  V i r g in i a n  w as a  'p l a y b o y ,  ' w a s t in g  h i s  t im e  an d  
h i s  i n h e r i t a n c e  i n  g a m b lin g , c o c k f i g h t i n g ,  d r i n k i n g ,  f e a s t i n g  an d  
d a n c in g  i s  e n t i r e l y  e r r o n e o u s , "  a l th o u g h  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  " t h a t  
t h e r e  w as much e x t r a v a g a n c e " ^ - - s o m e t h i n g  t o  w h ic h  J e f f e r s o n  o f t e n  
e x p r e s s e d  h i s  o b j e c t i o n .
I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many o f  t h e  o ld  V i r g i n i a  f a m i l i e s  
w e re  fo n d  o f  t r a c i n g  t h e i r  l i n e a g e  b a c k  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  g e n t r y ,  i t  i s  
c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  p l a n t e r  a r i s t o c r a c y  was c r e a t e d  i n  A m e r ic a .  The f a m i l i e s
^■^W right, o £ . c i t . ,  p p .  7 - 9 .  S ee  a l s o  W i l l i a m  B y rd , T he S e c r e t  
D ia r y  o f  W i l l i a m  B yrd  o f  W e s to v e r ,  1 7 0 9 -1 7 1 2 , e d s . L o u is  B. W r ig h t  an d
M a rio n  T i n l i n g  (R ichm ond: D ie t z  P r e s s ,  I n c . ,  1 9 4 1 ); an d  C a r l  B r id e n -
b a u g h , M yths a n d  R e a l i t i e s : S o c i e t i e s  o f  t h e  C o lo n i a l  S o u th  (New
Y o rk : A theneum , 1 9 6 5 ) , p p .  1 7 , 3 7 -3 9 .
^ W e r te n b a k e r , 0 £ .  c i t . ,  p .  109 .
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com posing  t h e  pow er s t r u c t u r e  o f  V i r g i n i a  w e re  n o t  u s u a l l y  so  f a r  
rem oved  from  t h e i r  f o r tu n e - s e e k in g  a n c e s t o r s  as  to  f o r g e t  t h a t  h a r d  
w o rk  and e n t e r p r i s e  w e re  n e e d e d  to  m a in ta in  them  i n  t h e  a f f l u e n t  c i r ­
c u m sta n c e s  t o  w h ic h  th e y  h a d  a t t a i n e d  i n  th e  New W o rld . They w e re  
n o t  E n g l is h  a r i s t o c r a t s ;  th e y  w ere  s e l f - m a d e ,  in d ig e n o u s  a r i s t o c r a t s  
(m o s t o f  w hose  a n c e s to r s  h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  th e m se lv e s  a s  su ch  i n  V i r ­
g i n i a  s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t io n s  b e f o r e ) ,  and  m o s t c o n s id e r e d  th e m s e lv e s
/ O
A m e ric a n s . To th e s e  J e f f e r s o n  w ish e d  t o  add a  " n a t u r a l  a r i s t o c r a c y
/ O
o f  t a l e n t  a n d  v i r t u e , "  th u s  b ro a d e n in g  th e  b a s e  o f  th e  V i r g i n i a  
pow er e l i t e .  F o r  h e ,  p e rh a p s  m ore th a n  o t h e r s ,  w as c o g n iz a n t  o f  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h o s e  whom h e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  h a l f - h u m o r o u s ly  as  " th e  g r e a t "  
h a d  th e m s e lv e s  d e sc e n d e d  fro m  men o f  l i t t l e  w e a l th  b u t  o f  much 
a b i l i t y  and  p e r s e v e r e n c e  who had  s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t io n s  b e f o r e  g r a s p e d  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w h ich  i n  h i s  day  h a d  becom e i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e s t r i c t e d .  
By th e  E n lig h te n m e n t t h e o r y  o f  th e  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t ,  men w ere  f r e e  and 
e q u a l  in  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t a t e  o f  n a t u r e ,  and  J e f f e r s o n  b e l i e v e d  i n
rem ov ing  th o s e  a r t i f i c i a l  i n e q u a l i t i e s  s e t  up by  t h e  s t a t e  and  c l a s s
-  44  i n t e r e s t s .
The " s o l i d  and in d e p e n d e n t y e o m a n ry ,"  as  J e f f e r s o n  c h a r a c t e r ­
i z e d  th e  e le m e n t o f  th e  V i r g i n i a  p o p u la t io n  w h ich  h e  saw as  t h e  
s t r e n g t h  and  h o p e  o f  d em o cracy , made up  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  v o t e r s .  Many 
o f  them  w e re  d i s s e n t e r s - - t w o - t h i r d s ,  J e f f e r s o n  e s t i m a t e d ,  a t  t h e
^ I b i d . , p .  10 .
^■^Malone, J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n ,  p .  2 5 2 .
^^W ish, o p . c i t . ,  p .  196.
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/ I?
b e g in n in g  o f  th e  R e v o lu tio n  —who e x h ib i t e d  t r a i t s  o f  in d e p e n d e n c e  
and who made u s e  o f  th e  f r a n c h i s e  th e y  e n jo y e d . C o n s id e r in g  th e  
p r o p e r ty  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  in v o lv e d ,  th e  e s t im a te d  o n e - t h i r d  t o  o n e - h a l f
ikfio f  th e  w h ite  m ale p o p u la t io n  who v o te d  in  1790 in d i c a te d  t h a t  th e  
f r a n c h i s e  was ta k e n  s e r i o u s l y .  Bad r o a d s ,  p o o r co m m u n ica tio n , and 
o th e r  f a c t o r s  m ust a l s o  b e  c o n s id e r e d ,  i n  th e  l i g h t  o f  w h ich  i t  w ould 
a p p e a r  t h a t  c i t i z e n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a t  th e  p o l l s  i n  J e f f e r s o n 's  V i r g in i a  
was n o t  u n im p re s s iv e ,  a l th o u g h  few o f  th e  yeom anry became c a n d id a te s  
f o r  p u b l i c  o f f i c e .
V i r g in i a  m a in ta in e d  an  im p o r ta n t  s e t  o f  u n w r i t t e n  r u l e s  
r e g a r d in g  p o l i t i c s  and  cam p a ig n in g . One o f  th e s e  was t h a t  c a n d id a te s  
b e  p r e s e n t  a t  e l e c t i o n s .  I n  th e  days b e f o r e  th e  e l e c t i o n  th e  c a n d i­
d a te  was e x p e c te d  to  m a in ta in  a  d i g n i f i e d  a lo o fn e s s  from  th e  v o t e r s ;  
th e  code o f  b e h a v io r  d i c t a t e d  t h a t  h e  n o t  p e r s o n a l ly  s o l i c i t  t h e i r  
s u p p o r t .  I n s t e a d ,  h e  o f t e n  r e l i e d  on " th e  p e r s u a s iv e  pow ers o f  food 
and d r in k  d is p e n s e d  to  th e  v o t e r s  w ith  o p en -h an d ed  l i b e r a l i t y , "  a 
p r a c t i c e  fo llo w e d  by  J e f f e r s o n ,  W ash in g to n  and Jo h n  M a r s h a l l .  "The 
f a v o r i t e  b e v e ra g e  was rum p u n ch . C ook ies and g in g e r  c a k e s  w ere  o f t e n
p ro v id e d ,  and  o c c a s io n a l ly  t h e r e  was a  b a rb e c u e d  b u l lo c k  and  s e v e r a l  
47
h o g s ."  C a n d id a te s  o f t e n  k e p t  open  h o u se  f o r  v o t e r s  on t h e i r  way to  
e l e c t i o n s ,  and  on  e l e c t i o n  day i t s e l f ,  " th e  flo w  o f  l iq u o r  re a c h e d  
h ig h  t i d e  . . . .  I n  th e  y e a r  1758, G eorge W a s h in g to n 's  a g e n t
45 S y d n o r, oj>. c i t . , p .  3 5 .
46
I b i d . , p.. 3 8 .
47I b i d . ,  p .  53 .
s u p p l ie d  160 g a l lo n s  t o  391 v o t e r s  and 'u n n u m b ered  h a n g e r s - o n . '
Such p r a c t i c e s  c o n t in u e d  w e l l  i n t o  th e  n a t i o n a l  p e r i o d ,  a l th o u g h  
J e f f e r s o n ,  M ad ison  and o th e r s  s t r o n g ly  o b je c t e d ,  one r e a s o n  no d o u b t 
b e in g  t h a t  t h e  trem en d o u s  e x p e n se  in v o lv e d  e f f e c t i v e l y  c lo s e d  th e  
d o o rs  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c a n d id a c y  to  a l l  e x c e p t  a  few  o f  th o s e  who w ere  
n o t  members o f  th e  u p p e r  c l a s s .
S o c ia l  and  p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n  d ep en d ed  l a r g e l y  upon  b i r t h  and 
w e a l t h ,  b u t  th e  ro a d  upw ard  w as s t i l l  open  to  men o f  t a l e n t  th o u g h  o f  
hum ble o r i g i n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  th e y  c o u ld  en g ag e  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  
a r i s t o c r a c y .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  a lm o s t  none o f  t h e  s m a ll  fa rm e rs  g a in e d  
e n t r a n c e  i n t o  th e  pow er e l i t e ,  b u t  su ch  men as  Jo h n  M a r s h a l l ,  G eorge 
W ythe, and  P a t r i c k  H enry  w ere  n o t  o f  f a m i l i e s  b e lo n g in g  to  t h e  to p  
e c h e lo n s  o f  th e  a r i s t o c r a c y . ^  H ow ever, m ost o f  t h e s e  men w ere  
members o f  l o c a l l y  p ro m in e n t f a m i l i e s ,  members o f  c o u n ty  o l i g a r c h i e s ,  
a s  S ydnor d e m o n s t r a te s ,  who r o s e  t o  pow er "o n  t h e  s h o u ld e r s  o f  t h e i r  
f a t h e r s . "  N ot a l l  su ch  men w ere  o f  th e  i l k  o f  th e  C a r t e r s ,  N e ls o n s , 
R a n d o lp h s , H a r r i s o n s  and  L e e s ; h o w ev e r, th e y  u s u a l l y  e n jo y e d  l o c a l  
p ro m in e n c e  and  p r e s t i g e  and  n o t  i n f r e q u e n t l y  m a r r ie d  i n t o  th e  to p  
e l i t e ,  a s  d id  J e f f e r s o n 's  f a t h e r .  "W hether by b i r t h ,  m a r r i a g e ,  o r  
f r i e n d s h i p , - s u p p o r t  from  th e  g e n t r y  was i n d i s p e n s a b le  f o r  th e  man who 
w ou ld  r i s e  i n  p o l i t i c s  i n  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n tu r y  V i r g i n i a , "  th o u g h  " w ith  
enough men o f  th e  g e n t ry  on h i s  s i d e ,  a  c a n d id a te  w as a lm o s t u n b e a t a b l e . " ^
F o llo w in g  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r i s e  to  pow er from  th e  o f f i c e  o f  p a r i s h  
v e s try m a n  and  c o u n ty  l i e u t e n a n t ,  su ch  men made t h e i r  way a t  l a s t  i n t o  
th e  House o f  B u rg e s s e s ,  a  body to  w hose d i l i g e n c e  A m erican  dem ocracy  
owes much.
V i r g in i a  h ad  a  lo n g  t r a d i t i o n  o f  s e l f -g o v e rn m e n t .  R ep re ­
s e n t a t i v e  governm en t b eg an  i n  th e  c o lo n y  in  1619 , when i t  was th e  o n ly  
E n g l is h  c o lo n y  in  th e  New W orld . The V i r g in i a  Company, i n  th e  a b se n c e  
o f  any  c l e a r  p r e c e d e n t ,  s e l e c t e d  t h i s  means o f  f u l f i l l i n g  th e  c h a r t e r  
p r o v i s io n  o f  g u a ra n te e in g  th e  s e t t l e r s  t h e i r  r i g h t s  as E n g lish m en .
When V i r g in i a  becam e a  r o y a l  c o lo n y  in  1624, i t  " p ro c e e d e d  to  l e g i s l a t e  
i t s e l f  r i g h t s  w h ich  ex ceed ed  th o s e  c la im e d  by P a r l i a m e n t ,"  s t a t i n g  t h a t  
" t h e  g o v e rn o r  s h a l l  n o t  la y  any  ta x e s  o r  im p o s i t io n s  upon  th e  c o lo n y  
. . . o th e r  th a n  by th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly  . . .
The b u rg e s s e s  w ere  p e rh a p s  se ldom  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  f u tu r e
o f  dem ocracy  and th e  lo n g  sweep o f  h i s t o r y ,  b u t  t h e i r  s e l f - i n t e r e s t
le d  them  t o  d e v e lo p  o r d e r ly  r u l e s  f o r  th e  c o n d u c t o f  e l e c t i o n s  and  to
e n la r g e  th e  pow ers o f  th e  e l e c t e d  b ra n c h  o f  c o l o n i a l  governm en t a t  th e
ex p en se  o f  th e  r o y a l  g o v e rn o r .  "The pow er o f  th e  H ouse in c r e a s in g ly
overshadow ed  t h a t  o f  th e  g o v e rn o r  d u r in g  th e  c o l o n i a l  p e r io d ,  and  i n
V i r g in i a  t h e  A m erican  R e v o lu t io n  may b e  r e g a rd e d  as  th e  n a t u r a l  c l im a x  
52
o f  t h i s  t r e n d . "  T hese  b u rg e s s e s  " o f  p r o p e r ty  and t a l e n t ,  o f  whom 
J e f f e r s o n  was p e rh a p s  th e  f i n e s t  ex am p le , w e re  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  men o f  
th e  E n lig h te n m e n t,  e d u c a te d ,  u rb a n e ,  p h i l o s o p h i c a l ly  m inded , c o n s c io u s
■^Gilman O s t r a n d e r ,  The R ig h ts  o f  Man i n  A m erica (C o lum bia , Mo. 
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  M is s o u r i  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 0 ), p p . 2 6 -2 7 .
52
Sydnor, 0 £ .  c i t . , pp.  86 - 87 .
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o f  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  'n a t u r a l  a r i s t o c r a t s '  i n  th e  J e f f e r s o n i a n
« 53s e n s e ."
I n  th e  P ie d m o n t, J e f f e r s o n 's  a r e a ,  la n d  an d  s la v e s  fo rm ed  th e  
m a t e r i a l  b a s e  o f  s u c c e s s  j u s t  a s  th e y  d id  i n  T id e w a te r ;  an d  th o s e  who 
w ere  b u i l d i n g  f o r tu n e s  b ey o n d  th e  B lu e  R idge i n  t h e  f e r t i l e  Shenandoah 
V a lle y  w ere  u s u a l l y  o f  th e  same l e v e l  o f  s o c i e t y ,  and  o f t e n  o f  th e  same 
f a m i l i e s  a s  th o s e  who d o m in a te d  e a s t e r n  V i r g i n i a .  A lth o u g h  th e  A n g li­
c a n  C hurch  was th e  e s t a b l i s h e d  c h u rc h ,  i t  was n o t  s t r o n g ly  c e n t r a l i z e d ;  
th e  e d u c a t io n a l  sy s te m  was u n d e rd e v e lo p e d  w ith  few  c o l l e g e s  and  no 
u n i v e r s i t i e s ;  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and  n o  r e a l l y  c o n c e n t r a te d  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  c e n t e r s  e x i s t e d .  V i r g i n i a  a lw ays h a d  b een  and  s t i l l  was 
a  p r e d o m in a n tly  r u r a l  s o c i e t y ,  w i th  no c i t i e s  o f  any  s i z e .  T hus, 
V i r g in i a n s  Of t h e  a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  b i r t h  as  w e l l  a s  th o s e  o f  t a l e n t  and  
a b i l i t y  c h a n n e le d  t h e i r  e n e r g i e s  i n t o  p o l i t i c s  a n d  la w ,^ 4 p ro d u c in g  a  
g ro u p  o f  men w i th  th e  g e n iu s  o f  l e a d e r s h ip  and  e x p e r ie n c e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  
th e  R e v o lu t io n a ry  s t r u g g l e .
I t  h a s  o f t e n  b e e n  a s k e d  how men who e n g a g e d  in  a  g r e a t  and
i n s p i r i n g  s t r u g g l e  f o r  l i b e r t y  coulcT f a i l  to  p e r c e iv e  t h e  i n c o n s i s t e n t
c i e s  b e tw e e n  t h e i r  d o c t r i n e s  o f  th e  r i g h t s  o f  man and t h e i r  m a in te n a n c e
o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y .  How c o u ld  th e y  f a i l  to  com prehend  t h a t
h o ld in g  o th e r  men in  b o n d ag e  was " f a r  more r e p r e h e n s i b l e  m o ra l ly "  th a n
t h e i r  s u b j e c t i o n  to  th e  B r i t i s h  K in g , w hich  th e y  p r o t e s t e d  so  v eh e - 
55
m e n tly ?  The q u e s t io n  i s  p e rh a p s  a n  u n f a i r  o n e ,  f o r  many d id  se e
33N ye, _op. c i t . , p .  114 .
54I b i d .
55Jam eso n , o £ . c i t >, p .  2 1 .
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t h i s  i n c o n s i s t e n c y - - J e f f e r s o n ,  P a t r i c k  H en ry , W a sh in g to n , R ic h a rd
H enry L e e . H ow ever, s la v e r y  h a d  f a s t e n e d  i t s e l f  on V i r g i n i a  l i f e ,
,rn o t  o n ly  by r e a s o n  o f  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  B r i t i s h  s l a v e r s  . . . b u t
p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u se  i t  o f f e r e d  . . .  an  e a sy  an d  p r o f i t a b l e  means o f
r o l l i n g  b a c k  th e  . . . w i ld e r n e s s  and th e r e b y  la y in g  o u t  and
57e x p l o i t i n g  p l a n t a t i o n s . 1' The econom ic e le m e n t i n  h i s t o r y ,  i f  n o t
58th e  d e te r m in a n t  t h a t  C h a r le s  B e a rd  c o n te n d s  i t  to  b e ,  i s  u n q u e s ­
t i o n a b ly  o f t e n  a  d e c i s i v e  o n e . The V i r g in i a  economy w as a  s la v e -  
b a s e d  o n e , a t  l e a s t  i n  th e  P ied m o n t and T id e w a te r ,  and  m o st e i g h t e e n t h -  
c e n tu r y  V i r g in i a n s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  w ho le  econom ic s t r u c t u r e  w ou ld  
c o l l a p s e  w e re  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s la v e r y  d e s t r o y e d .  P e rh a p s  t h e r e  i s  
no m ore e lo q u e n t  te s t im o n y  to  t h e  econom ic im p l ic a t io n s  in v o lv e d  th a n  
th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  a n  aged  and  n e a r l y  im p o v e r is h e d  J e f f e r s o n ,  w hose 
h a t r e d  o f  s la v e r y  w as a s  g e n u in e  a s  i t  was v o c a l ,  f o r c e d  i n t o  th e  
d e s p is e d  p r a c t i c e  o f  s e l l i n g  o f f  some o f  h i s  s la v e s  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  
n eed  to  m e e t h i s  d e b t s  and h i s  d e s i r e  n o t  t o  s a d d le  h i s  d e s c e n d a n ts
w ith  th e  o n e ro u s  f i n a n c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  h e  h a d  in c u r r e d '.  The A m erican
d ilem m a, i t  w ould  seem , i s  no r e c e n t  d e v e lo p m e n t.
A lth o u g h  th e  tw en ty  N eg ro es  who w e re  b ro u g h t t o  V i r g in i a  i n
1619 by  D u tch  t r a d e r s  w ere p u rc h a s e d  by th e  p l a n t e r s ,  i t  a p p e a rs  t h a t
N egroes o r i g i n a l l y  assum ed th e  s t a t u s  o f  in d e n tu r e d  s e r v a n t s  s i m i l a r
■^^Wish, o £ . c i t . , p p . 2 0 4 -5 .
57 G ip so n , o]D. c i t . , p .  5 .
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See Lee B enson , T u rn e r  and  B e a rd ; A m erican  H i s t o r i c a l  
W r i t in g s  R e c o n s id e re d  (New Y ork : The F re e  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 0 ) .
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59t o  t h a t  o f  th e  w h i t e s ;  h o w e v e r , th e  g ro w th  o f  t h e  p r o f i t a b l e  to b a c c o
econom y m ean t t h a t  th e y  w o u ld  so o n  becom e bondsm en . As s l a v e r y  g rew ,
i t  t r o u b l e d  m ore and  m ore V i r g i n i a n s ,  th o u g h  n o t  to  su c h  a  d e g re e  a s
w ou ld  le a d  them  to  im p lem en t t h e  num erous p la n s  w h ic h  a p p e a re d  fro m
tim e  t o  t im e  to  a b o l i s h  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  I n  t h e  c o n t e s t  b e tw e e n
id e a l i s m  and  econom ic p r a c t i c a l i t y ,  i d e a l i s m  l o s t ,  e v e n  w i th  J e f f e r s o n ,
60who h im s e l f  h a d  a d v o c a te d  e m a n c ip a t io n .  The a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  i n
v
t h e  a g r a r i a n  V i r g i n i a  econom y a p p e a re d  a n  u t t e r  i m p o s s i b i l i t y ,  an d  th e
b e n e f i t s  a t  s t a k e  i n  a  s l a v e - b a s e d  p l a n t a t i o n  s y s te m  w e re  su c h  t h a t
e v e n  t h e  m o st e n l ig h t e n e d  o f  th e  a r i s t o c r a c y  c o u ld  n o t  s u r r e n d e r .
The "g ap  b e tw e e n  V i r g i n i a  g e n tle m e n  and  t h e i r  m id d le -  an d  lo w e r -
c l a s s  b r e t h r e n "  was a  g r e a t  o n e . "T he s m a l l  f a rm e rs  o f  t h e  P ied m o n t
an d  t h e  a r t i s a n s  o f  t h e  tow ns w e re  ro u g h ,  p ro u d ,  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  . . . .
They w ere  C a l v i n i s t  o r  e v a n g e l i c a l  i n  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n ,  w i th  l i t t l e
sy m p ath y  f o r  t h e  g e n t le m a n ly  . . . A n g lic a n is m  o f  t h e  T id e w a te r , "  Few
o f  t h e  b a c k - c o u n t r y  fa rm e rs  "owned m ore th a n  two o r  t h r e e  s l a v e s ,  and
61
some o f  them  h a d  s t r o n g  m o ra l s c r u p le s  a g a i n s t  s l a v e r y . "  T h e se  w ere  
t h e  men to  whom J e f f e r s o n  lo o k e d  f o r  t h e  s o l i d ,  s e l f - g o v e r n i n g  
c i t i z e n r y  o f  t h e  d em ocracy  w h ic h  h e  e n v i s i o n e d ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  com m it­
m en t to  th e  v iew  t h a t . " n a t u r a l  a r i s t o c r a t s  o f  - t a l e n t  and  v i r t u e "  s h o u ld  
o ccu p y  th e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p .  T h ese  " n a t u r a l  a r i s t o c r a t s , "  how­
e v e r ,  m ig h t a r i s e  i n  any  c l a s s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  in c lu d in g  th e  y eo m an ry , and  
59 O sc a r  H a n d l in ,  The A m erican s  (B o s to n : L i t t l e ,  Brown and
Company, 1 9 6 3 ) ,  p p . 5 7 , 6 9 ; a l s o  Jam es W. V an d er Z an d en , A m eric an  
M in o r i t y  R e l a t i o n s  (New Y o rk : The R o n a ld  P r e s s  C o . ,  1 9 6 3 ) , p .  3 2 ,
^^W ish , o p . c i t . , p p . 2 0 4 -5 .
ATN ye, op., c i t . , p .  114 .
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so h e  d e v is e d  an  e d u c a t io n a l  p la n  w h ich  w o u ld  r e v e a l  su ch  p o t e n t i a l
62l e a d e r s .  He saw  c l e a r l y  th e  n eed  f o r  a t  l e a s t  th e  b a s ic s  o f  e d u ­
c a t i o n  f o r  a l l  t h e  yeom anry . How e l s e  w e re  th e y  to  g o v e rn  th e m s e lv e s  
w is e ly  v i a  th e  e l e c t i o n  o f  w o r th y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  h i s  i d e a l  demo­
c r a t i c  r e p u b l i c ?  Y e t i n  th e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  th e r e  w e re  no 
p u b l i c  s c h o o ls  f o r  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h i s  c l a s s .  V i r g i n i a  t a r r i e d  lo n g  in  
p r o v id in g  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n  f o r  i t s  c i t i z e n s .  F a m i l ie s  o f  th e  u p p e r  
c l a s s  em ployed t u t o r s  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ;  and  th o s e  o f  th e  m id d le  
c l a s s  o f t e n  s e t  up  " o ld  fie ld * *  s c h o o ls  i n  w h ich  th e  so n s o f  s e v e r a l  
f a m i l i e s  m et f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n .  "Dame s c h o o ls "  p ro v id e d  some i n s t r u c ­
t i o n ,  l i t t l e  o f  i t  o f  an  acad em ic  n a t u r e ,  to  t h e  d a u g h te r s  o f  th e  
a r i s t o c r a c y .  C le rgym en  o f  th e  A n g lic a n  c h u rc h  o p e r a te d  p r i v a t e  s c h o o ls  
w h ich  some o f  t h e  sons o f  t h e  a r i s t o c r a c y  an d  a  few  o f  th e  so n s  o f  th e  
m id d le  c l a s s  a t t e n d e d .  B u t o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  ev e n  a  r u d im e n ta r y  ed u ­
c a t i o n  w ere  se ld o m  a v a i l a b l e  to  th e  so n s  o f  th e  s m a l l  f a rm e rs  and  
a r t i s a n s .
I n  c o l o n i a l  V i r g i n i a ,  co m m u n ica tio n  d ep en d ed  l a r g e l y  upon  r e ­
c e i p t  o f  p r i n t e d  m a t t e r  from  a b ro a d . T h is  w a s , o f  c o u r s e ,  a  s lo w  p r o ­
c e s s ,  a s  a  c r o s s in g  o f  th e  A t l a n t i c  r e q u i r e d  a  p e r io d  o f  s i x  to  e ig h t  
w e e k s , w i th  s h ip s  o f t e n  f o r c e d  to  l i e  o f f s h o r e  f o r  an  e q u a l  l e n g th  o f  
tim e  f o r  a  w ind  t h a t  w ou ld  b r in g  them  i n t o  p o r t .  C om m unica tion  b e tw een  
th e  c o lo n ie s  was o f t e n  a s  s lo w  in  e a r l y  c o l o n i a l  t im e s .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  
1692 G overno r Andrew H a m ilto n  o f  New J e r s e y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  r e a s o n a b ly  
e f f e c t i v e  m a il  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  n o r th e r n  c o l o n i e s ,  b u t  V i r g i n i a  was n o t
62
R ic h a rd  H o f s t a d t e r ,  The A m erican  P o l i t i c a l  T r a d i t i o n  (New 
Y ork : V in ta g e  B o o k s, 1 9 4 8 ) , p .  12 .
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in c lu d e d ;  i n  f a c t ,  i t  made no r e a l  e f f o r t  to  im prove p o s t a l  communi­
c a t io n s  w i th  th e  o th e r  c o lo n ie s  u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  
e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y .  W ith  th e  p o s t a l  s e r v i c e  a t  l a s t  p la c e d  u n d e r  th e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  B en jam in  F r a n k l i n  and W illia m  H u n te r  o f  V i r g in i a  i n
/  to
1753, th e  sy s te m  im proved  d r a m a t i c a l l y .
The d ev e lo p m en t o f  p r i n t i n g  and n ew sp ap ers  i n  th e  co lo n y  was
a l s o  s lo w , th e  V i r g in i a  G a z e t t e , th e  f i r s t  r e a l  n e w sp a p e r, h a v in g  b een
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1730. O th e r n ew sp ap ers  a p p e a re d  w i th i n  a  s h o r t  w h i le ,
and  t h i s  f a c t ,  a lo n g  w i th  th e  im provem ent o f  r o a d s ,  m ean t a  w id e r
d is s e m in a t io n  o f  new s, co m m u n ica tio n s , and  books i n  th e  l a t e  c o l o n ia l  
6 A-p e r io d ,  a  d ev e lo p m en t t h a t  c o n t in u e d  a t  an  a c c e l e r a t e d  p a c e  d u r in g
J e f f e r s o n 's  l i f e t i m e .
From  i t s  i n c e p t io n ,  t h e r e  was a  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n  th e
A n g lic a n  c h u rc h  and  th e  V i r g in i a  c o lo n y . Numerous E n g l is h  c le rg y m e n ,
in c lu d in g  th e  famous p o e t  and  d ean  o f  S t .  P a u l 's ,  J o h n  D onne, e x t o l l e d
th e  v i r t u e s  o f  E n g l is h  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  A m eric a , w h ich  th e y  f e l t  "God h ad
65
r e s e r v e d  from  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  w o rld  f o r  th e  E n g l is h  n a t i o n , "  
b o th  f o r  p u rp o s e s  o f  s p r e a d in g  idie G ospel among th e  h e a th e n  and f o r  
g a in in g  w o r ld ly  goods and p r o f i t ,  a f t e r  th e  f a s h io n  o f  w hat Max W eber 
c a l l e d  " th e  P r o t e s t a n t  e t h i c . "
The E s t a b l i s h e d  Church rem a in e d  th e  o f f i c i a l  r e l i g i o n  o f  V ir ­
g i n i a  u n t i l  J e f f e r s o n 's  e f f o r t s  r e s u l t e d  i n  d i s e s ta b l i s h m e n t .  Many 
d i s s e n t e r s ,  h o w ev er, made t h e i r  way to  V i r g i n i a ,  and  ev en  th e
^^N ye, o £ . c i t . , p p . 2 3 9 -4 2 . 
^ I b i d . , p p . 2 4 6 -5 1 .
^ I b i d . , p .  74 .
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E s ta b l i s h e d  C hurch  d e v e lo p e d  i n  som ew hat d iv e r g e n t  w ays from  t h e
C hurch  in  E n g la n d , w i th  c o n t r o l  n o t  by  p a t ro n s  b u t  by  v e s t r i e s  w h ic h
so o n  came to  e x e r c i s e  v i r t u a l l y  in d e p e n d e n t c o n t r o l .  F u r th e rm o re ,
th e  i n f o r m a l i t y  o f  w o rsh ip  s e r v i c e s  i n  th e  V i r g i n i a  c h u rc h , a  p r o d u c t
o f  t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  s e rv e d  f u r t h e r  to  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  i t  from  th e  H ig h -
66C hurch  p r a c t i c e s  o f  A n g lic a n s  i n  th e  m o th e r c o u n t r y .  W ith t h e
g ro w th  o f  d e ism , many o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  d e s e r t e d  th e  E s t a b l i s h e d
C h u rc h . The E n l ig h te n m e n t 's  f a i t h  i n  r e a s o n  and  b e l i e f  in  s c i e n c e
w ere  in c o r p o r a te d  in t o  d e ism , w h ich  fo u n d  C a lv in is m  p a r t i c u l a r l y
d i f f i c u l t  to  d e a l  w i th ;  an d  J e f f e r s o n  h im s e l f  w as a  l e a d e r  o f  t h e
m ovem ent w h ich  came to  c o n s id e r  o rg a n iz e d  c h u r c h e s ,  l i k e  m o n a rc h s ,
h ig h l y  d a n g e ro u s  to  m a n 's  freed o m . The d e i s t s  f u r t h e r  r e f u s e d  t o
a c c e p t  th e  o r th o d o x  C a l v i n i s t  v iew  o f  r e v e l a t i o n  by  S c r i p t u r a l  a n d
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y .  By t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  to  c h u rc h  a u t h o r i t y ,
th e y  l a i d  t h e  groundw ork  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  t o l e r a t i o n  and  p lu r a l i s m .  I n
V i r g i n i a  t h e r e  h ad  f o r  g e n e r a t io n s  e x i s t e d  a  s u f f i c i e n t  d e g re e  o f
t o l e r a t i o n  to  p e rm i t  a  m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  s m a ll  f a rm e rs  to  fo llo w  t h e
B a p t i s t s ,  P r e s b y t e r i a n s ,  and  M e .th o d is ts ,  and many o f  th e  c o l o n i a l
law s r e q u i r i n g  c h u rc h  a t te n d a n c e  and  s u p p o r t  w e re  e n fo rc e d  e i t h e r  seldom
67o r  i n  a  d e s u l t o r y  m anner i n  th e  l a t e r  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  W ith  t h e  d i s ­
e s ta b l i s h m e n t  f o l lo w in g  th e  R e v o lu t io n ,  th e  E p i s c o p a l  Church i n  V i r g in i a  
f e l l  upon h a rd  t im e s  and  th e  o th e r  P r o t e s t a n t  c h u rc h e s  grew r a p i d l y .  
C h a r le s  Sydnor h a s  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  by  m odern  s t a n d a r d s ,
^ I b i d . , p p . 7 4 -7 6 .
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c o l o n ia l  V i r g in i a  s o c i e t y  was d e f e c t i v e  a t  n e a r l y  e v e ry  p o i n t - - w i t h  
c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  hands o f  an  e n t re n c h e d  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  a  p l a n t a t i o n  economy 
b u i l t  upon s l a v e r y ,  no p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n  sy s te m , p o o r com m un ica tions  and  
a  t im id  p r e s s ,  a  weak b u t  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e  c h u r c h - - y e t  ju d g e d  by th e  
q u a l i t y  o f  men t h i s  sy s te m  b ro u g h t t o  pow er, i t  was e x tre m e ly  e f f e c t i v e .  
The tw o -p a r ty  sy stem  d id  n o t  e x i s t ;  l o c a l  gov ern m en t was l a r g e l y  u n ­
d e m o c ra tic ;  v o t in g  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  d i s f r a n c h i s e d  p o o r men, women, and  
N eg ro es . And y e t  th e  men t h i s  sy s te m  b ro u g h t t o  power c o m p rise  a  l a r g e  
p r o p o r t io n  o f  th o s e  th e  A m erican  p e o p le  to d a y  c o n s id e r  th e  h e ro e s  o f  
dem ocracy .
T h is  Sydnor e x p la in s  i n  p a r t  by  th e  c u l t u r a l  and econom ic 
c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  d ay , w h ich  d im in is h e d  th e  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  
f o r  s e l f i s h ,  u n sc ru p u lo u s  men to  p r e y  upon s o c i e t y  th ro u g h  th e  u se  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  p o w er. The sy s te m  was th e r e f o r e  a d m ira b ly  s u i t e d  to  th e  
s o c i a l  o r d e r  o f  th e  d a y - - th e  r e a l l y  m odest am ount o f  la n d  r e q u i r e d  to  
q u a l i f y  f o r  v o t in g ,  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  i s  se e n  as  a c t u a l l y  d e s ig n e d  to  r e ­
s t r i c t  th e  p o l i t i c a l  pow er o f  th e  v e ry  r i c h  and  to  e n c o u ra g e  p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by th o s e  who w ere  r e l a t i v e l y  p e rm a n e n tly  s e t t l e d  i n ,  and  
i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f ,  t h e  co lo n y  i t s e l f .  Sydnor even  su g ­
g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  c o m b in a tio n  o f  b ad  p r a c t i c e s  on  e l e c t i o n  day  came c l o s e r  
to  p ro d u c in g  a  w ork ing  dem ocracy  th a n  th e  "m ore r a t i o n a l  and  s o p h i s t i ­
c a te d  d e v ic e s "  o f  l a t e r  p e r io d s ,  p r a c t i c e s  w h ic h  a t  l e a s t  b ro u g h t o u t  
an  im p re s s iv e  number o f  v o te r s  to  c a s t  t h e i r  b a l l o t s .  S in c e  few 
c o u n t ie s  h a d  more th a n  a  th o u sa n d  v o t e r s ,  th e  c a n d id a te s  w e re  known
6ftS y d n o r, op . p i t . ,  p .  1 07 .
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p e r s o n a l l y  and  o f t e n  w e l l  to  a l l ;  and  th e  s e m i- in d e p e n d e n t  s t a t u s  o f  
th e  c o u n t i e s - - l a r g e l y  th ro u g h  th e  c o u n ty  c o u r t s ,  w h ich  w ere  b eyond  th e  
e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  H ouse o f  B u r g e s s e s - -p r o v id e d  f o r  a  q u a s i -  
f e d e r a l  s y s te m  w h ich  to  V i r g in i a  l e a d e r s  (su c h  a s  M ad ison) s u g g e s te d  a  
n a t i o n a l  f e d e r a l  sy s te m . U nder t h e  V i r g in i a  s y s te m , men o f  s u p e r i o r  
t a l e n t s  and  s i n g u l a r  d e d i c a t i o n  w e re  so u g h t o u t  and  e l e v a t e d  to  p o s i ­
t i o n s  o f  l e a d e r s h ip  and  p o w er, men who w ere  o r d i n a r i l y  members o f  th o s e  
f a m i l i e s  w h ich  c o u ld  p r o v id e  t h e i r  so n s  w i th  l e a r n i n g ,  in d e p e n d e n t 
m ean s, and  a  s e n s e  o f  o b l i g a t i o n  to  th e  com m unity and  th e  s t a t e .  And 
t h i s  ev en  J e f f e r s o n ,  who p u t  h i s  f a i t h  i n  e d u c a t io n  f o r  t h e  f u r n i s h in g  
o f  l e a d e r s ,  r e f l e c t e d  i n  h i s  b e l i e f  in  a  " n a t u r a l  a r i s t o c r a c y "  o f  
c o m p e te n t ,  e d u c a te d  men co m m itted  t o  th e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t ry  and 
t h e i r  f e l lo w  m en. The V i r g i n i a  s y s te m  o f  s e lf -g o v e rn m e n t  w as b a s e d  
on th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  dem ocracy  and  a r i s t o c r a c y  a r e  n o t  m u tu a l ly  e x c l u s i v e .  
F i n a l l y ,  th e  V i r g i n i a  sy s te m  p o in t e d  up th e  d a n g e r  o f  e x c e s s iv e  c o n c e rn  
w i th  th e  m e c h a n ic s  o f  d em o cracy . The e a r l y  le a d e r s  l e f t  f o r  ea c h  
g e n e r a t i o n  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  im p ro v in g  and  r e f i n i n g  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o ­
c e s s .  They d id  n o t  d e la y  p e r fo rm in g  th e  e s s e n t i a l  t a s k s  u n t i l  th e y
69
c o u ld  r e s h a p e  and  p e r f e c t  th e  p o l i t i c a l  in s t r u m e n ts  a t  h a n d . W hat­
e v e r  th e  s y s te m 's  d e f e c t s ,  i t  p ro v id e d  W a sh in g to n , J e f f e r s o n ,  P a t r i c k  
H en ry , M ad iso n , Jo h n  M a r s h a l l ,  G eorge M ason, M onroe and  o th e r s  th e  
pa thw ay  to  g r e a t n e s s .
I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  one w ou ld  a g r e e  w i th  D a n ie l  B o o r s t in  t h a t  th e  
w o r ld  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  i s  l o s t ,  a l th o u g h  B o o r s t in  was s p e a k in g
69I b i d . , p p .  1 0 7 -1 7 .
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l a r g e l y  o f  a n o th e r  w o r ld .  And one m ig h t a l s o  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  th e  
V i r g i n i a  sy s te m , f o r  a l l  i t s  e n co u ra g em en t o f  t h e  t a l e n t e d  who w ere  
b o rn  t o  l e v e l s  b e lo w  t h a t  o f  th e  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  d id  n o t  r e s t r i c t  th e  
l i f e  c h a n c e s  o f  th o s e  fro m  th e  l e s s  f a v o re d  s t r a t a  o f  s o c i e t y .  Un­
q u e s t io n a b ly  i t  d i d ;  b u t  p e rh a p s  i n  th e  c u l t u r a l  m i l i e u  o f  c o l o n i a l  
V i r g i n i a  t h i s  w as n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  e v e n  th o u g h  i t  m ust b e  s a i d  t h a t  
n e v e r  a g a in  i n  i t s  h i s t o r y  h a s  V i r g i n i a  p ro d u c e d  su ch  a  r o s t e r  o f  
men o f  c o m p arab le  g r e a t n e s s .
The w o rld  i n t o  w h ich  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  was b o rn  w a s , o f  c o u r s e ,  
a  d i f f e r e n t  one fro m  th e  w o r ld  i n  w h ich  h e  d ie d ,  and  h e  h im s e l f  w as i n  
no s m a l l  p a r t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  th e  momentous, s o c i a l  ch an g e s  w h ich  h a d  
o c c u r r e d .  I t  was h e  h im s e l f  who w ro te  t h e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e  
and th e  V i r g in i a  A c t f o r  E s t a b l i s h i n g  R e l ig io u s  F reedom ; h e  who w as a  
r e v i s o r  o f  th e  V i r g i n i a  la w s ; h e  who e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y ;  
h e  who c a l l e d  u p o n  h i s  c o u n try m en  to  a b j u r e  s l a v e r y  and  to  e s t a b l i s h  
a  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n  sy s te m  a c c o r d in g  to  h i s  d e t a i l e d  p l a n s ;  h e  who s u g ­
g e s te d  th e  o u t la w in g  o f  s l a v e r y  i n  t h e  N o r th w e s t.  I t  w as J e f f e r s o n  to o  
who d o u b le d  th e  s i z e  o f  h i s  c o u n t ry  by  th e  L o u is ia n a  P u rc h a s e ;  who 
fo u n d ed  th e  f i r s t  o p p o s i t i o n  p a r t y ;  who i n  w h a t h e  l i k e d  t o  c a l l  " t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1800" ch an g ed  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  A m erican  l i f e  and  p o l i t i ­
c a l  p r a c t i c e ;  who p la c e d  h i s  h o p e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  dem ocracy  i n  t h e  
p e o p le ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  s m a l l  fa rm e rs  su c h  a s  h e  h ad  known i n  h i s  
y o u th  i n  th e  V i r g i n i a  P ie d m o n t. And i n  many o th e r  w ays i t  was J e f f e r s o n  
who h e lp e d  i n s p i r e  th e  ch an g e s  w h ich  made th e  A m erica  o f  1826 a  d i f f e r e n t  
one fro m  t h a t  o f  1743 .
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P i t i r i m  S o ro k in ,  c a l l i n g  upon  s o c i o l o g i s t s  to  t a k e  t h e  l a r g e r  
v ie w , rem in d s  u s  t h a t  " a l l  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  phenom ena h a v e  c u l t u r a l ,  
s o c i a l ,  and  p e r s o n a l  a s p e c t s w h ic h  m u st b e  s e e n  i n  t h e i r  in t e r d e p e n d ­
e n c e  i f  th e y  a r e  t o  b e  u n d e r s t o o d . ^  J e f f e r s o n  w as th e  p r o d u c t  o f  
t h e  s o c i e t y  and  c u l t u r e  o f  h i s  d a y , and  h i s  id e a s  c a n n o t b e  u n d e r s to o d  
a p a r t  from  t h a t  s o c i e t y  and  c u l t u r e .  T h is  m an, above whom n o n e  o th e r  
to w e rs  i n  t h e  com pany o f  A m erican  l e a d e r s ,  w as a  so n  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  
s o c i a l i z e d  i n  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  an  a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y  d o m in a te d  by an 
a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  la n d  and  w e a l th  who e x e r c i s e d  r i g i d  c o n t r o l  o v e r  
p o s i t i o n  and  p r i v i l e g e .  W here , i n  su c h  a  s o c i e t y ,  d id  J e f f e r s o n ,  th e  
h e ro  o f  d em o cracy , f i t ?
S o c ia l  B ases  o f  J e f f e r s o n  th e  Man
Thomas J e f f e r s o n  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  " a n  i n c r e d i b l y  s u b t l e  and  
71e l u s i v e  human b e i n g ,"  w hose w id e - r a n g in g  i n t e r e s t s ,  b r i l l i a n c e  and 
in v e n t iv e n e s s  o f  m in d , c o m p le x ity  o f  c h a r a c t e r ,  and  f a r - r e a c h i n g  
ac c o m p lish m e n ts  make h im  a s  f a s c i n a t i n g  to  s tu d y  a s  h e  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  u n d e r s ta n d .  He i s  u n q u e s t io n a b ly  o ne  o f  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  f i g u r e s  
i n  o u r  h i s t o r y ,  and  h e  encom passed  i n  t h e  sp an  o f  a  s i n g l e  l i f e t i m e  
a c h ie v e m e n ts  w h ic h  w o u ld  h a v e  b r o u g h t  fame t o  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n s  o f  a  
do zen  men, j u s t  a s  h e  w a s , i t  w ou ld  a p p e a r ,  many men em bodied  i n  o n e : 
s c i e n t i s t ,  p o l i t i c i a n ,  p h i l o s o p h e r ,  d ip lo m a t ,  e x e c u t iv e ,  f a rm e r ,
^ P i t i r i m  A. S o ro k in ,  " S o c io lo g y  o f  Y e s te r d a y ,  T oday  and  
T om orrow ," A m erican  S o c io l o g ic a l  R ev iew , XXX (D ecem ber, 1 9 6 5 ) , 83 9 .
71A lb e r t  J a y  N ock, J e f f e r s o n  (New Y ork : H i l l  and  Wang,
1 9 6 3 ) , p .  v i i .
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a r c h i t e c t ,  i n v e n t o r ,  p h i l o l o g i s t ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  p a t r o n  o f  e d u c a t io n
an d  th e  a r t s ,  a n d - - i n  th e  w ords o f  A lb e r t  J a y  N o c k - - th e  q u in t e s s e n c e
72o f  ' ' t h e  c i v i l i z e d  m an ."  The s o c i a l  b a s e s  o f  J e f f e r s o n  th e  man may 
b e s t  b e  e x p lo re d  by  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  h i s  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  and  c l a s s ,  
h i s  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  and  e d u c a t io n ,  and  h i s  r o l e  i n  t h e  pow er s t r u c t u r e  
o f  h i s  d a y .
J e f f e r s o n  was b o rn  i n  1743 i n  a  s im p le  w ooden h o u se  i n  w h a t
i s  now A lb e m a rle  C o u n ty , V i r g i n i a ,  t h e  s o n  o f  P e t e r  and  J a n e  R an d o lp h
J e f f e r s o n .  P e t e r  J e f f e r s o n  h a d  named h i s  p la c e  S h a d w e ll a f t e r  th e
p a r i s h  i n  London w here  h i s  w if e  h ad  b e e n  c h r i s t e n e d .  S h a d w e ll ,  though
n o t  on th e  r e a l  V i r g i n i a  f r o n t i e r ,  was s i t u a t e d  i n  th e  m id s t o f  a
l a r g e l y  u n p o p u la te d  t e r r i t o r y ,  w h ich  J e f f e r s o n  s t a t e d  h i s  f a t h e r  was
73one o f  th e  f i r s t  t o  e n t e r ,  p ro b a b ly  i n  1734,- a l th o u g h  he d id  n o t
move h i s  f a m ily  t h e r e  u n t i l  1743 .
P e t e r  J e f f e r s o n  was i n  many ways th e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e
74s t r o n g  and c o u ra g e o u s  men who c l e a r e d  th e  w i l d e r n e s s .  H is  p h y s i c a l  
s t r e n g t h  w as le g e n d a r y :  h i s  so n  Thomas t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  o f  how P e t e r
l i f t e d  s im u l ta n e o u s ly  two h o g sh e a d s  o f  to b a c c o ,  e a c h  w e ig h in g  a lm o s t  
a  th o u s a n d  p o u n d s , and  o f  how h e  p u l l e d  down s in g le - h a n d e d ly  a n  o ld  
sh e d  a f t e r  t h r e e  s l a v e s  h a d  f a i l e d  i n  th e  a t t e m p t . ^  L i t t l e  i s  known
72
I b i d . ,  p .  i x .
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N ath an  S c h a c h n e r , Thomas J e f f e r s o n : A B io g ra p h y  (2  v o l s . ,
New Y ork : A p p le to n - C e n tu r y - C r o f t s , I n c . ,  1 9 5 1 ) , I ,  11 .
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S a u l K. P a d o v e r , J e f f e r s o n  (New Y ork : M en to r B ooks, 1 9 6 3 ) ,
p .  9 . R e g a rd in g  dem ocracy  and  th e  f r o n t i e r ,  s e e  c h a p . X, f o o t n o t e  4 ,  
i n f r a .
75 S ch a ch n er , oj>. c i t . ,  I ,  5 .
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o f  P e t e r ' s  l i n e a g e  ( J e f f e r s o n  h im s e l f  c o u ld  t r a c e  h i s  p a t e r n a l  a n ­
c e s t r y  o n ly  t o  h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  and  m odern r e s e a r c h  h a s  su c c e e d e d  i n
m oving o n ly  one s te p  f a r t h e r  b a c k  to  an  o b s c u re  T id e w a te r  fa rm e r  a l s o  
76named T hom as). P e t e r  i n h e r i t e d  l i t t l e  from  h i s  f a t h e r ,  one o f  th e  
" g e n tle m e n  j u s t i c e s "  o f  H e n r ic o  C o u n ty , e x c e p t  f o r  some la n d s  a lo n g  
F in e  C re e k  o f f  th e  Jam es R iv e r ;  h o w ev e r, h e  w as an  a m b it io u s  m an, 
and  i n  1737 h e ,  a lo n g  w i th  W ill ia m  R ando lph  and  f o u r  o t h e r s ,  p e t i ­
t i o n e d  th e  C o u n c il o f  V i r g i n i a  f o r  f i f t y  th o u s a n d  a c r e s  i n  th e  a r e a  
o f  th e  B lu e  R idge M o u n ta in s . I t  a p p e a r s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  t h i s  huge  
t r a c t  e v e r  came in t o  a c t u a l  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  p e t i t i o n e r s .  The n e x t  
y e a r ,  h e  d id  r e c e iv e  on  h i s  own a  g r a n t  o f  two th o u s a n d  a c r e s ,  and  
a g a i n ,  i n  1741 , f i f t e e n  th o u s a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  a c r e s ,  a l l  i n  th e  P ied m o n t 
a r e a ,  th o u g h  th e  l a t t e r  g r a n t  w as made to  P e t e r  and  two p a r t n e r s .
F i n a l l y ,  upon  t h e i r  p e t i t i o n  f o r  a n o th e r  f o r t y  th o u s a n d  a c r e s ,  th e  
p a r t n e r s  w e re  r e f u s e d  b y  th e  C o u n c i l ,  a l th o u g h  P e t e r  l a t e r  r e c e iv e d  
o th e r  s i z a b l e  g r a n t s .  Among h i s  l a t e r  a c q u i s i t i o n s  w ere  th e  la n d s  
a lo n g  th e  R iv an n a  R iv e r  i n  A lb e m a r le ,  in c lu d in g  th e  m o u n ta in to p  w h ich
h i s  so n  nam ed M o n t ic e l l o .  When h e  d ie d ,  h e  p ro b a b ly  l e f t  a b o u t 7 ,5 0 0  
77a c r e s ,  h a v in g  th u s  becom e a  man o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o p e r ty  a s  a  r e s u l t
o f  h i s  la n d  s p e c u l a t i o n s .  He a l s o  owned m ore th a n  s i x t y  s l a v e s ,  a  f a i r l y
im p r e s s iv e  num ber, a s  w e l l  a s  o th e r  p o s s e s s io n s  o f  s u b s ta n c e ,  th o u g h  n o t
78enough  i n  t o t a l  w o r th  t o  p la c e  h im  among th e  w e a l t h i e s t  o f  th e  c o lo n y .
76M alo n e , J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n , p p . 5 - 6 .
^ S c h a c h n e r ,  o £ . c i t . , I ,  8 -9 ;  and  M a lo n e , J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r ­
g i n i a n , p .  4 3 7 .
^ M alon e, J e f fe r s o n  th e V ir g in ia n , p . 31 .
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Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  who show ed g r e a t  a d m ir a t io n  f o r  h i s  f a t h e r ,
s a id  t h a t  h i s  fo rm a l e d u c a t io n  h a d  b e e n  n e g l e c t e d ,  " b u t  b e in g  o f  a
s t r o n g  m in d , sound  judgm en t and  e a g e r  a f t e r  in f o r m a t io n ,  h e  r e a d  much
79and im proved  h i m s e l f . "  He m a s te r e d  th e  a r t  o f  s u rv e y in g  and  becam e 
d e p u ty  s u rv e y o r  o f  A lb e m a rle  C o u n ty . A long w i th  J o s h u a  F r y ,  a  p r o ­
f e s s o r  o f  m a th e m a tic s  a t  W ill ia m  and  Mary C o l le g e ,  P e t e r  i n  1751 
c o m p ile d  a  "Map o f  I n h a b i t e d  P a r t s  o f  V i r g i n i a . "  He h a d  by t h i s  tim e  
becom e a  c i t i z e n  o f  p ro m in en ce  an d  c o n s id e r a b le  p o s s e s s io n s ,  and  i n  
1754 , h a v in g  a l r e a d y  s e rv e d  a s  m a g i s t r a t e ,  h e  s u c c e e d e d  F ry  i n  th e
H ouse o f  B u r g e s s e s . ^  He w as a  member o f  th e  g e n t ry  who o c c u p ie d  th e
81p o s i t i o n s  o f  g r e a t e s t  im p o r ta n c e  i n  h i s  own c o u n ty .
P e t e r  J e f f e r s o n ’ s upw ard s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  was n o t  th e  r e s u l t  o f  
h i s  f o r e s i g h t ,  e n e rg y ,  and  a b i l i t y  a lo n e .  L ik e  some o f  h i s  c o n te m p o ra r ­
i e s  s e e k in g  to  a t t a i n  p o s i t i o n  an d  i n f l u e n c e ,  h e  m a r r ie d  i n t o  one o f  
th e  c o l o n y 's  m o st p ro m in e n t f a m i l i e s ,  th e  R a n d o lp h s . P e t e r  was t h i r t y -  
one w hen h e  m a r r ie d  n in e t e e n - y e a r - o l d  J a n e ,  th e  d a u g h te r  o f  Isharn  
R ando lph  o f  D ungeness P l a n t a t i o n  on th e  b an k s  o f  th e  Ja m e s . P e t e r ’ s 
own f a t h e r ,  Thom as, h ad  m a r r ie d  u p w ard , h a v in g  ta k e n  a s  h i s  w if e  Mary 
F i e l d ,  d a u g h te r  o f  M ajo r P e t e r  F i e l d  and  o f  J u d i t h  R a n d o lp h , who was
th e  widow o f  H enry  R andolph  and  h e r s e l f  th e  d a u g h te r  o f  a  fo rm e r
82s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H ouse o f  B u rg e s s e s .
7 9 F o rd , W orks, I ,  4 .
80 P a d o v e r , o p . c i t . ,  p .  9 .
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S y d n o r, o £ . c i t . , p .  7 4 .
®^Malone, J e f f e r s o n  th e  V ir g i n i a n , p .  9.
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J a n e  R a n d o lp h 's  f a t h e r  Ish am  w as one o f  th e  so n s  o f  th e  le g e n ­
d a ry  W il l ia m  R an d o lp h  o f  T urkey  I s la n d *  th e  name o f  h i s  b a r o n i a l  
e s t a t e  on th e  J a m e s , w h ich  h e  s e t t l e d  i n  1674 . W ill ia m  o f  T urkey  
I s l a n d  s e t  h im s e l f  down i n  h i s  w i l l  a s  "G e n tlem an "  o f  W a rw ic k sh ire .
H is  r i s e  to  f o r t u n e  was s w i f t  and  im p r e s s iv e ,  an d  h e  so o n  becam e one 
o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  men i n  th e  c o lo n y .  He a l s o  s i r e d  a  f a m i ly  o f  n in e  
c h i l d r e n  who s u r v iv e d  to  m a tu r i t y  and  m ost o f  whom p ro d u c e d  num erous 
p ro g e n y  o f  t h e i r  own. He and  h i s  w if e  M ary Ish am  h a v e  b e e n  c a l l e d  
" t h e  Adam and  Eve o f  V i r g i n i a , 11 an d  t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n ts  in c lu d e d  n o t
o n ly  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  Jo h n  M a r s h a l l ,  and  R o b e r t  E . L e e , b u t  a lm o s t
83th e  e n t i r e  body " o f  t h e  V i r g in i a  g e n t r y . "  The M arq u is  de C h a s te l lu x
in  1787 d e c l a r e d :
One m u st b e  f a t i g u e d  w i th  h e a r in g  th e  name o f  R an do lph  i n  
V i r g i n i a  ( f o r  i t  i s  on e  o f  th e  m o st a n c i e n t  f a m i l i e s  i n  th e  
c o u n t r y ) ;  a  R an do lph  b e in g  among th e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s ,  an d  i t  
i s  l ik e w is e  one o f  th e  m ost num erous and  r i c h .  I t  i s  d iv id e d  
i n t o  s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  b r a n c h e s ,  and  I  am n o t  a f r a i d  o f  e x a g g e r a t ­
in g  when I  s a y  t h a t  th e y  p o s s e s s  an  incom e o f  upw ards o f  a 
m i l l i o n  l i v r e s . 8^
P e te r  J e f f e r s o n 's  f a t h e r - i n - l a w  Ish a m , t h e  A d ju ta n t  G e n e ra l o f
V i r g i n i a ,  w as w e l l  e d u c a te d .  He s p e n t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  h i s  tim e  in
E n g la n d , w h ere  J a n e  w as b o rn  i n  1720 . H is  la n d s  a t  D ungeness c o m p rise d
a lm o s t  1 0 ,0 0 0  a c r e s .  They w ere  s i t u a t e d  o n ly  t e n  m i le s  fro m  F in e  C re e k ,
w h ich  P e t e r  J e f f e r s o n  i n h e r i t e d  from  h i s  f a t h e r .  P e te r  becam e a  c l o s e
f r i e n d  o f  W ill ia m  R ando lph  o f  T u ck ah o e , a  nephew  o f  Ish am , and  was a
o r
f r e q u e n t  v i s i t o r  a t  D u n g en ess . A lth o u g h  h e  d id  n o t  e n jo y  so  h ig h  a  
8 3 I b i d . ,  p . 1 2 .
^ S c h a c h n e r ,  o p . c i t . , I ,  7 , c i t i n g  M a rq u is  de C h a s t e l l u x ,  T ra ­
v e l s  i n  N o rth  A m eric a~T2 v o l s . ,  London: 1 7 8 7 ) , I I ,  151.
83 I b i d . , p p . 7 -8 .
51
s o c i a l  s t a t u s  a s  t h a t  o f  th e  R a n d o lp h s , h i s  s u i t  w as a p p a r e n t ly  lo o k e d  
upon  w i th  f a v o r  by  Isham  R a n d o lp h , who a t  J a n e 's  m a r r ia g e  p ro m ise d  a
Q / r
dow ery o f  two h u n d re d  pounds s t e r l i n g .
P e te r  and  J a n e  R an d o lp h  w ere  th e  p a r e n t s  o f  t e n  c h i l d r e n ,  o f
whom e i g h t  s u r v iv e d  to  a d u l th o o d  and  o f  w h ich  Thomas was t h e  t h i r d
b o r n .  P e t e r  d i s t r i b u t e d  h i s  p r o p e r ty  f a i r l y  a t  t h e  tim e  o f  h i s  d e a th
a t  t h e  ag e  o f  f o r t y - n i n e  i n  1757 , when Thomas was f o u r t e e n .  T r a d i t i o n
h a s  i t  t h a t  P e t e r  J e f f e r s o n 's  d y in g  i n s t r u c t i o n  was t h a t  Thomas sh o u ld
r e c e i v e  a  th o ro u g h  c l a s s i c a l  e d u c a t io n ,  so m e th in g  f o r  w h ich  th e  so n
s a i d  h e  w as m ore g r a t e f u l  th a n  th e  n o t  i n c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o s s e s s io n s  h i s
f a t h e r  h ad  l e f t  h im . " I f  h e  h ad  to  c h o o se  b e tw e e n  h i s  e s t a t e  and  a
l i b e r a l  e d u c a t io n "  h e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  w ou ld  h a v e  ta k e n  th e  l a t t e r ,  " b u t
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no c h o ic e  was n e c e s s a r y ,  f o r  h e  was g iv e n  b o t h . "  Thomas J e f f e r s o n 's
p r a i s e  o f  h i s  f a t h e r  was b o th  g e n e ro u s  an d  s i n c e r e .  He p ro b a b ly  saw
in  h im  a  c o m b in a tio n  o f  th e  s o l i d  yeom anry w h ich  h e  so  h ig h l y  a d m ired
an d  th e  " n a t u r a l  a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  t a l e n t  an d  v i r t u e "  w h ich  h e  f e l t  s h o u ld
p r o v id e  th e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  dem o cracy .
A bout h i s  m o th e r J e f f e r s o n  m a in ta in e d  " a n  a lm o s t  im p e n e tr a b le  
88s i l e n c e . "  V a r io u s  e n t r i e s  i n  h i s  f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  h i s  
c o n c e rn  f o r  h e r  w e l f a r e .  H is  " a lm o s t  c o m p le te  f a i l u r e  t o  m e n tio n  h e r  
name e ls e w h e re  may b e  a t t r i b u t e d  to  h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  r e t i c e n c e  a b o u t 
th e  women o f  h i s  f a m ily  . . . .  He p ro b a b ly  d id  n o t  v a lu e  h e r  c o u n s e l
86M alo n e , J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n , p .  17 .
*^I b i d . , p .  33 .
^ S c h a c h n e r ,  o j d . c i t . , I ,  9.
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v e ry  h i g h l y . ” A nd, f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  " a t  no t im e  i n  h i s  l i f e  d id  h e
t u r n  t o  women f o r  s e r io u s  a d v ic e ,  an y w ay .” She d ie d  i n  1776 a t  th e
a g e  o f  5 7 , an  e v e n t  w h ich  J e f f e r s o n  m a t t e r - o f - f a c t l y  n o te d  i n  h i s  
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a c c o u n t  b o o k .
A lm ost n o th in g  i s  known o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r  and  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f
J a n e  R ando lph  J e f f e r s o n .  "The m o th e r  o f  no o t h e r  g r e a t  man i s  as
9 0s i n g u l a r l y  d e v o id  o f  em bodim ent f o r  p o s t e r i t y , "  S ch ach n e r s t a t e s .
Of h e r  f a m i ly ,  th e  R a n d o lp h s , J e f f e r s o n  s a i d  i n  h i s  a u to b io g ra p h y :
"T hey  t r a c e  t h e i r  p e d ig r e e  f a r  b a c k  i n  E n g lan d  and  S c o t la n d ,  to  w h ich
91l e t  e v e ry  one a s c r i b e  t h e  f a i t h  an d  m e r i t  h e  c h o o s e s ."  I t  w ou ld  
a p p e a r  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  w as n o t  u n d u ly  im p re s se d  b y  h i s  m o th e r 's  l i n e a g e ,  
i n  any  e v e n t ,  and  t h a t  h e  p la c e d  no  g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e  upon h i s  k in s h ip  
to  th e  R a n d o lp h s . B u t i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  he was a  member o f  t h e  g e n t r y ,  
an d  t h a t  th e  p a th w ay s  to  p ro m in en ce  and  p o s i t i o n  w ere  open  to  h im  by 
v i r t u e  o f  h i s  b i r t h  and  c o n n e c t io n s .
The s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  b e g a n  a t  S h a d w e ll;
^ % a lo n e ,  J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n , p p . 3 7 -3 8 , 2 1 6 . The la c k  o f  
e m o tio n  d e m o n s tra te d  by J e f f e r s o n  a t  h i s  m o th e r 's  d e a th  i s  i n  s h a rp  
c o n t r a s t  to  th e  p ro fo u n d  so rro w  h e  e x p re s s e d  i n  th e  e p i ta p h s  h e  w ro te  
f o r  h i s  s i s t e r  J a n e  and  f o r  th e  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d  o f  h i s  y o u th ,  Dabney 
C a r r ,  who w as m a r r ie d  t o  h i s  s i s t e r  M a rth a . Of th e  fo rm e r  h e  com posed 
a  m o u rn fu l e l e g a i c  i n s c r i p t i o n  i n  L a t in  f o r  h e r  tomb ( s e e  N ock, oj>. c i t . , 
p .  1 7 4 ) ; o f  th e  l a t t e r ,  h e  e x p r e s s e d  th e  s e n t im e n t  t h a t  o f  a l l  men 
l i v i n g ,  h e  lo v e d  Dabney C a rr  th e  m o s t ( s e e  M a lo n e , J e f f e r s o n  th e  
V i r g i n i a n , p .  1 6 1 ) . He a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  th e  p r o f o u n d e s t  g r i e f  a t  th e  
d e a th  o f  h i s  w if e  and  o f  h i s  d a u g h te r  M ary. M alone s a y s ,  "He w as n e v e r  
o ne  to  g iv e  f r e e  e x p r e s s io n  to  h i s  em o tio n s  . . . .  T h is  s t r o n g ,  s t r a n g e  
man d id  n o t  w ear h i s  h e a r t  upon h i s  s l e e v e ."  I b i d .
9 0 S c h a c h n e r , o £ . c i t . , I ,  1 0 .
91F o rd ,  W orks, I ,  4 .  See a l s o  Koch and  P e d e n , p .  3 .
h o w e v e r , when h e  w as a b o u t two y e a r s  o f  ag e  th e  f a m i ly  moved to  T ucka-
«
h o e ,  t h e  s p le n d id  T id e w a te r  e s t a t e  o f  P e t e r  J e f f e r s o n 's  f r i e n d  W illia m
R a n d o lp h . Upon th e  l a t t e r ' s  d e a th ,  h e  h a d  r e q u e s te d  t h a t  th e  J e f f e r s o n
f a m i ly  move t o  h i s  e s t a t e  t o  o v e r s e e  t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f  h i s  so n  and  h i s
two d a u g h te r s ,  w hose m o th e r h ad  p re c e d e d  t h e i r  f a t h e r  i n  d e a th .  W ill ia m
R a n d o lp h , f o r  r e a s o n s  unknow n, s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  u n d e r  no c i r c u m s ta n c e  w as
h i s  so n  to  b e  s e n t  t o  W ill ia m  an d  M ary o r  t o  E n g lan d  f o r  s c h o o l in g  b u t
was i n s t e a d  to  b e  e d u c a te d  a t  home b y  t u t o r s .  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  a l s o
r e c e iv e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  from  th e  t u t o r  o r  t u t o r s  in v o lv e d ,  th o u g h  n o th in g
i s  known o f  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  h i s  e d u c a t io n .  I n  h i s  a u to b io g ra p h y  h e
r e f e r s  to  i t  a s  th e  " E n g l i s h  S c h o o l"  an d  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  h e  b eg an
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a t te n d a n c e  t h e r e  a t  age  f i v e .
The J e f f e r s o n s  r e t u r n e d  to  S h a d w e ll i n  1752 when Thomas was
n i n e .  H ow ever, Thomas re m a in e d  b e h in d  a t  D over C hurch  n e a r  T uckahoe
f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  i j i  L a t i n ,  G reek  and  p ro b a b ly  F re n c h  by th e  c le rg y m a n
o f  S t .  Jam es P a r i s h ,  o f  w h ich  P e t e r  J e f f e r s o n  w as a  v e s try m a n . He
b o a rd e d  w i th  h i s  t u t o r ,  th e  R ev eren d  W ill ia m  D o u g la s , a  S co tsm a n , to
whom P e te r  J e f f e r s o n  p a id  s i x t e e n  pounds a  y e a r  f o r  b o th  t u i t i o n  and  
93
b o a r d .  L a t e r  i n  l i f e ,  J e f f e r s o n  re m a rk e d  t h a t  h i s  i n s t r u c t o r  knew
94
l i t t l e  L a t in  an d  l e s s  G reek .
J e f f e r s o n  re m a in e d  u n d e r  D o u g la s ' t u t e l a g e  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s ,  
r e t u r n i n g  to  S h a d w e ll i n  1757 when h i s  f a t h e r  d ie d .  The f o l lo w in g
^ S c h a c h n e r ,  o £ . c i t . , I ,  17; Koch and  P e d e n , p .  4 .
93 S c h a c h n e r ,  o £ . c i t . , I ,  1 8 -1 9 .
^^Malone, J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n , p .  4 0 .
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y e a r  he  b eg an  to  a t t e n d  th e  s c h o o l  o p e ra te d  b y  th e  R everend  Jam es
M aury, w hose F re n c h  H uguenot p a r e n t s  had  f l e d  t h e i r  n a t i v e  la n d  a t
t h e  r e v o c a t io n  o f  t h e  E d ic t  o f  N a n te s ,  m aking t h e i r  way v i a  I r e l a n d
to  th e  New W o rld . M aury was a  g r a d u a te  o f  W illia m  and  M ary. W h ile
s e r v in g  a  p a r i s h  n e a r  S h a d w e ll, h e  s e t  up a  s m a l l  s c h o o l ,  a f t e r  th e
95fa s h io n  o f  many c le rg y m en  o f  h i s  d a y . J e f f e r s o n  was d e e p ly  
im p re s se d  by  M aury, a n  e x c e l l e n t  s c h o la r ,  and  a f t e r  two y e a r s  o f
96s tu d y  u n d e r  h im  was a b l e  to  r e a d  G reek  and L a t i n  i n  th e  o r i g i n a l ,  
so m e th in g  h e  c o n tin u e d  th ro u g h o u t l i f e .
W h ile  J e f f e r s o n  s tu d ie d  u n d e r  M aury, h e  s p e n t  h i s  w eekends
and v a c a t io n s  a t  S h a d w e ll. I n  1760 h e  d e te rm in e d  to  d i s c o n t in u e
p r i v a t e  s tu d y  and e n r o l l  a t  W ill ia m  and M ary. One o f  h i s  g u a r d ia n s ,
C o lo n e l P e t e r  R an d o lp h , was e a g e r  f o r  him  t o  do s o ,  and  h e  w ro te  h i s
o th e r  g u a r d ia n ,  Jo h n  H a rv ie ,  a  som ew hat in g e n u o u s  l e t t e r  to  s e c u r e
h i s  p e rm is s io n ,  a f f i r m in g  t h a t
. . .  a s  lo n g  a s  I  s t a y  a t  t h e  M oun ta in s th e  L oss o f  one 
f o u r t h  o f  my Time i s  i n e v i t a b l e ,  by C om pany's com ing h e re  
and d e t a in in g  me from  S c h o o l. And l ik e w is e  my A bsence w i l l  
i n  a  g r e a t  M easu re  p u t  a  S to p  to  so  much Company, and  by 
t h a t  m eans le s s e n  th e  E x p en ses  o f  th e  E s t a t e  in  H ou se­
k e e p in g .  And on th e  o th e r  Hand by g o in g  to  th e  C o lle g e  I  
s h a l l  g e t  a  m ore u n iv e r s a l  A c q u a in ta n c e , w h ich  may h e r e a f t e r  
b e  s e r v i c e a b le  t o  me; and I  su p p o se  I  c a n  p u rs u e  my S tu d ie s
^ S o m ew h a t l a t e r  M aury a t t a i n e d  d u b io u s  fame as  th e  p r i n c i p a l  
i n  th e  " P a r s o n 's  C a s e ,"  in  w h ich  h e  p r o t e s t e d  th e  s o - c a l l e d  Two Penny 
A c t w h ich  c a l l e d  f o r  th e  s a l a r y  o f  c l e r g y  to  b e  p a id  i n  money r a t h e r  
th a n  to b a c c o .  P a t r i c k  Henry a rg u e d  a g a i n s t  M a u ry 's  law y ers  i n  t h i s  
c a s e ,  and  a l th o u g h  t h e  l e g a l  g ro u n d s  w ere  c l e a r ,  th e  c le rg y m an  w as 
aw arded  dam ages o f  o n ly  one p e n n y . I b i d . ,  p p .  4 0 -4 3 .
^ L ip s c o m b  and  B ergh , X, 1 4 6 -4 7 .
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i n  th e  G reek  and  L a t in  a s  w e l l  t h e r e  a s  h e r e ,  and  l ik e w is e  
l e a r n  so m e th in g  o f  th e  M a th e m a tic s .
H a rv ie  r e a d i l y  a g re e d ,  and  th e  young man s e t  o u t  on  h o r s e b a c k ,
accom pan ied  by a  body s e r v a n t ,  f o r  th e  c o l o n i a l  c a p i t a l  o f  W illia m s b u rg
i n  M arch , 1760, s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  h i s  s e v e n te e n th  b i r t h d a y .  The young
J e f f e r s o n  no d o u b t f e l t  some pangs o f  r e g r e t  a t  le a v in g  h i s  f a m ily  and
f r i e n d s ,  and  h i s  b e lo v e d  m o u n ta in s  and  h i l l s  a lo n g  th e  R iv a n n a  w here
h e  found  h u n t in g ,  ro am in g  and b o a t in g  su ch  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e s .  When h e
a r r i v e d  i n  W illia m s b u rg , a t  t h a t  tim e  l i t t l e  m ore th a n  a  v i l l a g e  o f
two h u n d re d  h o u s e s ,  w ith  th e  C a p i to l  s i t u a t e d  a t  one end  o f  th e  m ain
98s t r e e t  and  th e  c o l l e g e  a t  th e  o t h e r ,  th e  young man fo u n d  t h a t  h e  h ad
a  p ro b le m . M ost o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  who a t te n d e d  W illia m  an d  Mary came from
th e  grammar s c h o o l a t t a c h e d  to  i t ,  and  J e f f e r s o n  h ad  to  c o n v in c e  th e
f a c u l t y  t h a t  h i s  p r e p a r a t i o n  was a d e q u a te .  A f t e r  a  two w e e k s ' d e la y
th e y  g r a n te d  him  a d m is s io n .
W illia m  and Mary was th e  o l d e s t  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  h ig h e r  l e a r n in g
i n  th e  S o u th . I t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  m ain  b u i l d i n g ,  b e l i e v e d  to  h av e  b e e n
m odeled  on p la n s  o f  th e  g r e a t  E n g l is h  a r c h i t e c t  S i r  C h r is to p h e r  W ren,
and  a  s m a l le r  b u i l d in g  c a l l e d  B r a f f e r t o n  H ouse , w here  a  few  In d ia n s
s ta y e d .  J e f f e r s o n  found  th e  b u i ld in g s  " r u d e ,  m is - s h a p e n  p i l e s ,  w h ich
99
b u t  th e y  h a v e  r o o f s ,  w ou ld  b e  ta k e n  f o r  b r i c k - k i l n s . "  The c o l l e g e  
c o n s i s t e d  o f  th e  p r e p a r a to r y  grammar s c h o o l;  th e  In d ia n  s c h o o l  ( " th e
9^ F o rd , W orks, I ,  4 3 3 -3 4 ,
98C laude  G. B ow ers, The Young J e f f e r s o n , 1743-1789 (B o s to n : 
H oughton  M i f f l i n  Company, 1 9 4 5 ), p .  15 .
99F o rd , W r i t i n g s , I I I ,  258 .
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B r a f f e r t o n " ) ; t h e  p h i lo s o p h y  s c h o o l ,  i n  w h ic h  h e  e n r o l l e d ;  and  th e  
d i v i n i t y  s c h o o l ,  w h ic h  h e  l a t e r  h e lp e d  a b o l i s h .  I n c lu d in g  t h e  p r e s i ­
d e n t ,  t h e  f a c u l t y  num bered  s e v e n  men, a l l  A n g lic a n  c le rg y m e n  e x c e p t  
f o r  W ill ia m  S m a ll .  T h e re  w e re  p r o b a b ly  a b o u t one h u n d re d  s tu d e n ts . '* '0^
J e f f e r s o n  re m a in e d  a t  W ill ia m  and  M ary f o r  tw o y e a r s .  He fou n d  
h i s  f i r s t  y e a r  d i s a p p o i n t in g  e x c e p t  f o r  S m a ll ,  th e  p r o f e s s o r  o f  n a t u r a l  
p h i lo s o p h y .  P r e s i d e n t  Dawson w as a  n o to r io u s  a l c o h o l i c ;  and  t h e  R e v e r­
end  J a c o b  Rowe, J e f f e r s o n 's  p r o f e s s o r  o f  m o ra l p h i lo s o p h y ,  w as e v i ­
d e n t l y  n o t  a  v e ry  s e r i o u s  s c h o l a r ,  b e in g  b e s t  known f o r  l e a d in g  th e  
boys o f  th e  c o l l e g e  i n  a  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  th e  boys o f  t h e  tow n . T he o n ly  
la y  f a c u l t y  m em ber, S m a l l ,  was a  d i f f e r e n t  m a t t e r ,  h o w ev e r. He was a  
S co tsm a n , r e p u te d  to  h a v e  b e e n  a  f r i e n d  o f  Jam es W a tt ,  E rasm us D arw in , 
and  J o s e p h  P r i e s t l e y  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  E ng land  i n  1764 i n  p r o t e s t  
a g a i n s t  t h e  B o ard  o f  V i s i t o r s 1 a ssu m in g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  rem ove a  f a c u l t y  
member a t  w i l l .  S m a ll t a u g h t  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y ,  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  an d  m o ra l 
p h i lo s o p h y  a f t e r  R ow e's d i s m i s s a l ,  a s  w e l l  as  m a th e m a tic s .  E x c e p t 
f o r  L a t i n  and  G re e k , a l l  J e f f e r s o n 's  s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  
h i s  f i r s t  y e a r  w e re  u n d e r  S m a l l . T h i s  J e f f e r s o n  c o n s id e r e d  
f o r t u n a t e .  L a t e r  i n  l i f e  h e  w r o te :
I t  w as my g r e a t  good f o r t u n e ,  and  w h a t p r o b a b ly  f i x e d  th e  
d e s t i n i e s  o f  my l i f e  t h a t  D r . Wm. S m a ll o f  S c o t la n d  was th e n  
p r o f e s s o r  o f  M a th e m a tic s ,  a  man p ro fo u n d  in  m o s t o f  t h e  u s e ­
f u l  b ra n c h e s  o f  s c i e n c e ,  w i t h  a  h ap p y  t a l e n t  o f  c o m m u n ica tio n , 
c o r r e c t  and  g e n t le m a n ly  m a n n e rs , and  a n  e n la r g e d  and  l i b e r a l  
m in d . H e, m o st h a p p i ly  f o r  me, becam e soon  a t t a c h e d  to  me 
and  made me h i s  d a i l y  com panion  w hen n o t  en g ag ed  i n  t h e  s c h o o l ;
■^^M alone, J e f f e r s o n  t h e  V i r g i n i a n , p .  5 1 .
^Schachner, o p . c i t . , I ,  29 .
and  from  h i s  c o n v e r s a t io n  I  g o t  my f i r s t  v iew s o f  th e  e x p a n ­
s io n  o f  s c ie n c e  and  o f  th e  sy s te m  o f  th in g s  i n  w h ich  we 
a r e  p l a c e d . 102
S m a ll, J e f f e r s o n  p o in te d  o u t ,  a l s o  gave r e g u la r  l e c t u r e s  i n
" E t h i c s ,  R h e to r ic  and  B e l le s  l e t t r e s . "
J e f f e r s o n  a l s o  o b se rv e d  t h a t  S m all p u rs u e d  an  “ even  an d  d ig -  
103n i f i e d  l i n e "  o f  c o n d u c t ,  and was n o t  one to  become in v o lv e d  in
s tu d e n t  b r a w ls .  The two men b ecam e ' in t im a te  f r i e n d s ,  and J e f f e r s o n
s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  u n m a rr ie d  te a c h e r  was l i k e  a  f a t h e r  to  h im . L a t e r  in
l i f e  h e  d id  no 't f o r g e t  S m a ll ,  and i n  1775 s e n t  h im  a  g i f t  o f  t h r e e
d o zen  b o t t l e s  o f  M a d e ira  w h ich  h e  h ad  k e p t  i n  h i s  own c e l l a r  f o r
e i g h t  y e a r s ,  p ro m is in g  t h a t  m ore w ould  f o l lo w . " ^ 4  H is o ld  t e a c h e r ,
h o w ev e r, was th e n  in  h i s  l a s t  y e a r  o f  l i f e .  M alone c a l l s  S m all " a
105
m in o r to r c h b e a r e r  o f  th e  E h l ig h te n m e n t, and  h i s  in f lu e n c e  upon
J e f f e r s o n  was p ro fo u n d  an d  l a s t i n g .
J e f f e r s o n  was a  c o n s c ie n t io u s  s t u d e n t .  Jo h n  P ag e , h i s  f e l lo w
s tu d e n t  and  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d  n e x t  to  Dabney C a r r ,  s a id  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n
w ould  " t e a r  h im s e l f  away from  h i s  d e a r e s t  f r i e n d s ,  and  f l y  to  h i s  
106s t u d i e s . "  F am ily  t r a d i t i o n  h e ld  t h a t  h e  s tu d ie d  f i f t e e n  h o u r s  a 
d a y , and  t h a t  ev en  d u r in g  v a c a t io n s  h e  d e v o te d  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  h i s  
tim e  t o  b o o k s . T h is  i s  p e rh a p s  an  e x a g g e ra te d  v iew  o f  h i s  i n d u s t r y ,  
f o r  h e  h im s e l f  r e f e r r e d  to  o c c a s io n s  o f  y o u th f u l  g a i e ty  and  f r i v o l i t y ,
102por(j > W orks, I ,  5 - 6 .  See a l s o  B rid e n b o u g h , o p . c i t . , p .  3 6 . 
■'■^Ford, W r i t i n g s , IX , 231 .
104 I b i d . , I ,  4 5 3 -5 5 .
■ ^ % a lo n e , J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n , p .  55 .
lO ^ S c h a c h n e r t p p . c i t . , I ,  3 0 .
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p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r in g  h i s  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  law  s tu d y  when h e  g rum bled  a b o u t
h is  la w  books an d  in d u lg e d  i n  much l i g h t  d i s c u s s io n  a b o u t g i r l s .  He
w as, h ow ever, no  d o u b t a  s e r i o u s  s tu d e n t ,  f o r  n e x t  to  " ty r a n n y  he
h a te d  in d o le n c e ,  w h ich  he r e g a rd e d  a s  th e  b e s e t t i n g  s in  o f  h i s  h o s -
107p i t a b l e  V i r g in i a  c o u n try m e n ;"  and l a t e r  i n  l i f e  he  w ro te  h i s
d a u g h te r  M arth a , "D e te rm in e  n e v e r  t o  b e  i d l e .  No p e rso n  w i l l  have
o c c a s io n  to  c o m p la in  o f  th e  w a n t o f  t im e  who n e v e r  lo s e s  a n y . I t  i s
108w o n d e r fu l  how much may be done i f  we a r e  a lw ays d o in g ."
B ut a l l  w as n o t  w o rk , and i n  s p i t e  o f  i t s  s m a ll  s i z e ,  W il l ia m s ­
b u rg  o f f e r e d  many o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  d i v e r s i o n .  T h e re  was a  t h e a t r e  a t  
w h ich  E n g l is h  t r a v e l i n g  com pan ies p la y e d  and w h ich  J e f f e r s o n 's  
a c c o u n t  books i n d i c a t e  he f r e q u e n t ly  a t t e n d e d .  B r i l l i a n t  r e c e p t io n s  
and b a l l s  w ere  h e l d  a t  th e  G o v e rn o r 's  P a la c e  w h ich  l a d i e s  and  g e n t l e ­
men a t te n d e d  i n  c o u r t  co s tu m es  and w h ic h  J e f f e r s o n  no d o u b t jo in e d .
The R a le ig h  T a v e rn , an  e x c e l l e n t  th o u g h  n o t  in e x p e n s iv e  h o s t e l r y ,  was
th e  s c e n e  o f  many f e s t i v i t i e s  and a  p la c e  w h ere  J e f f e r s o n  f o r  many
109y e a r s  danced  q u a d r i l l e s  and  m in u e ts .  He b e lo n g e d  to  th e  F l a t  H at 
C lu b , a  c o n v iv ia l  g roup  o f  young men, and h e  a t te n d e d  th e  r a c e s ,  a l l  
in  t h e  company o f  th e  s c io n s  o f  th e  V i r g in i a  a r i s t o c r a c y . 1 '1'0
• ^ M a lo n e ,  J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g in i a n ,  p .  5 6 .
1 0 8 ib id . ,  c i t i n g  H enry  S . R a n d a l l ,  The L i f e  o f  Thomas J e f f e r ­
so n  (3  v o l s , ,  New Y ork: D erb y  and J a c k s o n ,  1 8 5 8 ), I ,  2 4 . S ee Koch
and P e d e n , p p . 4 1 6 -1 9 .
lO ^Bow ers, o £ . c i t . ,  p p . 1 7 -1 8 .
llOMalone, J e f f e r s o n  th e  V ir g i n i a n , pp. 5 7 -5 8 .
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A t n in e t e e n ,  a t  t h e  end o f  h i s  two y e a r s  a t  W ill ia m  and M ary ,
J e f f e r s o n  d e c id e d  to  f o l lo w  th e  u s u a l  c o u r s e  o f  many o f  t h e  young
V i r g in i a  e l i t e  and  u n d e r ta k e  th e  s tu d y  o f  law . D r. S m a ll in t r o d u c e d
him  to  G eorge  W ythe, " p e rh a p s  th e  m o st l e a r n e d  and s c h o l a r l y  la w y e r
in  a l l  V i r g i n i a ,  i f  n o t  i n  th e  c o lo n ie s  g en e ra lly ,"^ '* ''* ' who a c c e p te d
J e f f e r s o n  f o r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  r e a d in g  law  u n d e r  h i s  t u t e l a g e .  H is
in f lu e n c e  upon  J e f f e r s o n  w as a s  g r e a t  a s - - p e r h a p s  g r e a t e r  t h a n - - t h a t
o f  W ill ia m  S m a ll;  and o f  h im , J e f f e r s o n  w ro te  i n  l a t e r  l i f e ,  h e  "was
th e  C a to  o f  h i s  c o u n t r y ,  w i th o u t  t h e  a v a r i c e  o f  th e  Rom an;" he  was
"my se c o n d  f a t h e r , "  "my a n t i e n t  m a s t e r ,  my e a r l i e s t  and  b e s t  f r i e n d ;
and  to  h im  I  am in d e b te d  f o r  f i r s t  im p re s s io n s  w h ich  h a v e  had  th e
112m ost s a l u t a r y  i n f l u e n c e  on th e  c o u r s e  o f  my l i f e . "
A lth o u g h  J e f f e r s o n  had  a t  one tim e  c o n s id e re d  g o in g  to  E n g lan d
to  s tu d y ,  a s  d id  many o f  th e  so n s  o f  th e  V i r g i n i a  g e n t r y ,  h e  l a t e r  i n
l i f e  came to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  f i n e s t  e d u c a t io n  f o r  an  A m erican  was
t h a t  w h ic h  h e  g o t  a t  hom e, one s u c h  a s  h e  r e c e iv e d  u n d e r  G eorge
W ythe i n  th e  law , and  o f  t h i s  m a t t e r  h e  w r o te :
C a s t  y o u r  ey e  o v e r  A m eric a ; who a r e  t h e  men o f  m o s t l e a r n in g ,  
o f  m o s t e lo q u e n c e ,  m o st b e lo v e d  b y  t h e i r  co u n try m en , and m ost 
t r u s t e d  and  p ro m o ted  b y  them ? T hey a r e  th o s e  who h a v e  b e e n  
e d u c a te d  among th em , and w hose m a n n e rs , m o ra ls ,  an d  h a b i t s ,  
a r e  p e r f e c t l y  hom ogeneous w i th  th o s e  o f  th e  c o u n t r y .
N o t o n ly  was W ythe an  o u ts ta n d in g  la w y e r ; h e  w as a l s o  r e p u te d  
to  b e  t h e  b e s t  G reek  and  L a t in  s c h o l a r  i n  V i r g i n i a .  T h u s , J e f f e r s o n
H ■'■Schachner, oj>. c i t . , I ,  3 2 . 
■ '■ ^ Ib id ., I ,  3 3 .
1 -^L ipscom b and  B erg h , V, 188 .
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m u st h a v e  fo u n d  much to  c o n v e r s e  a b o u t w i th  h i s  t u t o r ;  a n d , i n  f a c t ,
W y th e 'a n d  S m a l l ,  th e  b e s t  o f  f r i e n d s ,  o b v io u s ly  fo u n d  th e  young
J e f f e r s o n  an  e x c e l l e n t  com p an io n , f o r  so o n  th e y  in t r o d u c e d  h im  to  th e
r o y a l  g o v e rn o r  F r a n c is  F a u q u ie r ,  h im s e l f  a  l e a r n e d  man and  member o f
t h e  R o y a l S o c i e ty .  The f o u r  men c o m p rise d  w h a t J e f f e r s o n  c a l l e d  a
"p a r t i e  q u a r e e " . T hey e n jo y e d  w e e k ly  e v e n in g s  t o g e t h e r  a t  th e  P a la c e
w i th  a  m u s ic a l  q u a r t e t ,  i n  w h ic h  J e f f e r s o n  p la y e d  v i o l i n ;  t h i s  was
fo llo w e d  b y  a  f i n e  d in n e r .  F a u q u ie r  was so m e th in g  o f  a  b on  v iv a n t
and i n  a d d i t i o n  to  b e in g  a  l o v e r  o f  m u s ic ,  h e  w as a  devotfee o f
g a m b lin g , a  p a s t im e  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  lo o k e d  upon w i th  g r e a t  d i s a p p r o v a l .
H ow ever, t h e  G o v ern o r w as a  le a r n e d  an d  l i b e r a l  man who fa v o re d  m ore
s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  th e  c o lo n y ,  and  h e  w as a  s t r o n g  in f l u e n c e  upon
th e  young  J e f f e r s o n ,  who l a t e r  c a l l e d  h im  " th e  a b l e s t  man who e v e r
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f i l l e d "  th e  o f f i c e  o f  r o y a l  g o v e rn o r .
T h e re  i s  no b e t t e r  te s t im o n y  t o  th e  g e n iu s  and  charm  o f  th e  
young  J e f f e r s o n  th a n  h i s  i n c l u s i o n  i n  th e  i n t i m a t e  s o c i e t y  o f  th e s e  
le a r n e d ,  e x p e r ie n c e d ,  u rb a n e  men; and  i t  i s  in d e e d  l i t t l e  s h o r t  o f  
r e m a rk a b le  t h a t  t h i s  l a d  o f  n i n e t e e n ,  o n ly  two y e a r s  away from  th e  
P ied m o n t b a c k  c o u n t ry ,  w o u ld  h av e  b e e n  a c c e p te d  on  su c h  c l o s e  te rm s  i n  
s u c h  im p o r ta n t  com pany.
J e f f e r s o n 's  l e g a l  t r a i n i n g  u n d e r  W ythe w as sou n d  and  th o ro u g h . 
T h e re  w e re , o f  c o u r s e ,  no  law  s c h o o ls  i n  th e  c o lo n ie s  a t  t h i s  t im e ,  and  
young  men s e e k in g  to  e n t e r  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  a p p r e n t i c e d  th e m s e lv e s  to
114-Koch an d p e d e n , p .  5 . F a u q u ie r  w as t h e  fo u n d e r  o f  The 
S o c ie ty  f o r  P ro m o tin g  U s e fu l  K now ledge a t  W il l ia m s b u rg .  B rid e n b a u g h , 
o p . c i t . , p .  x .
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p r a c t i c i n g  a t t o r n e y s  w h i le  th e y  l e a r n e d  th e  te c h n iq u e s  and  s u b j e c t
m a t t e r  o f  t h e  la w . J e f f e r s o n ,  a s  g la d  as  h e  w as t o  b e  u n d e r  W y th e 's
t u t e l a g e ,  d id  n o t  h a v e  a  h ig h  o p in io n  o f  t h e  a p p r e n t i c e  s y s te m , f o r
h e  r e c o g n iz e d  th e  t e m p ta t io n  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c i n g  la w y e r  to  make an
o f f i c e  and  e r r a n d  b oy  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t ,  and  h e  h im s e l f  no  d o u b t p e rfo rm e d
many c l e r i c a l  d u t i e s  f o r  W ythe, a l th o u g h  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was w e l l
g ro u n d ed  i n  f r i e n d s h i p .
J e f f e r s o n  a p p l i e d  h im s e l f  t o  t h e  s tu d y  o f  t h e  law  w i th  d i l i -
115g e n c e ,  a s  i s  d e m o n s tr a te d  b y  h i s  Commonplace Book, i n  w h ic h  h e
re c o rd e d  a b s t r a c t s  o f  c a s e s  and  n o te s  on h i s  r e a d i n g s .  L a t e r  h e
w r o te ,  "When I  w as a  s t u d e n t  o f  th e  law  . . . a f t e r  g e t t i n g  th ro u g h
Coke L i t t l e t o n ,  w hose m a t t e r  c a n n o t  b e  a b r id g e d ,  I  was i n  t h e  h a b i t
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o f  a b r id g in g  and  co m m on-p lac ing  w h a t I  r e a d  m e r i t i n g  i t  . . . ."
The r e a d in g  o f  law  fo llo w e d  a  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  p a t t e r n .  S i r  Edw ard 
C o k e 's  co m m e n ta rie s  on  L i t t l e t o n ,  c o v e r in g  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  p r o p e r ty  
and t e n u r e s ,  w as th e  f i r s t  vo lum e s t u d i e d .  (T h is  w a s , o f  c o u r s e ,  
b e f o r e  B la c k s to n e ,  f o r  whom J e f f e r s o n  h ad  n o th in g  b u t  c o n te m p t, 
s i n c e  h i s  C om m en taries  becam e a  p i l l a r  o f  T o ry ism  and  th e  E n g l is h  
m o n a rch y . H is  o p in io n  o f  Hume an d  M o n te sq u ie u  was s i m i l a r ,  and  f o r  
s i m i l a r  r e a s o n s ) . N ex t th e  law  s tu d e n t  to o k  up th e  l e g a l ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
and  p o l i t i c o - p h i l o s o p h i c a l  vo lum es o f  L o rd  Karnes. J e f f e r s o n  was 
d e e p ly  im p re s s e d  b y  t h e  sweep o f  Karnes' k n o w led g e , a n d , among o th e r
•*••^566 Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  The Commonplace Book o f  Thomas 
J e f f e r s o n ,  e d .  G i l b e r t  C h in a rd  ( B a l t im o r e :  Jo h n  H opk ins P r e s s ,  1 9 2 6 ) .
^L ipscom b and  B e rg h , XXV, 8 5 .
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t h i n g s ,  c o p ie d  th e  f o l lo w in g  i n  h i s  com m onplace book  fro m  K am es:
" .  . . m an, b y  h i s  n a t u r e  i s  f i t t e d  f o r  s o c i e t y ,  an d  s o c i e t y  b y  i t s
c o n v e n ie n c e ,  i s  f i t t e d  f o r  m a n . " ^
Long a f t e r  h i s  d ay s  o f  law  s tu d y ,  J e f f e r s o n  a d v i s e d  young
la w y e rs  t o  s tu d y  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  c h e m is t r y ,  an a to m y , z o o lo g y ,  b o ta n y ,
e t h i c s ,  " n a t u r a l  r e l i g i o n , "  and  p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h y .  He e s p e c i a l l y
recom m ended t h e  r e a d in g  o f  L o ck e , C o n d o rc e t ,  C ic e r o ,  S e n e c a ,  S t e r n e ,  
118a n d  P r i e s t l e y .
J e f f e r s o n  h im s e l f  r e a d  w id e ly  d u r in g  h i s  s t u d e n t  d a y s  from
t h e  w orks o f  L o c k e , C ic e r o ,  M o n te s q u ie u , O s s ia n ,  S t e r n e ,  S m o l l e t t ,
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S h a k e s p e a r e ,  M i l to n ,  D ry d e n , and  P o p e . V i r g i l ,  H o ra c e , O v id , and
H e r o d i tu s  h e  r e a d  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  H om er, E u r i p id e s  and 
A n a c re o n , R a c in e ,  V o l t a i r e ,  H e l v ^ t i u s ,  and  t h e  E n c y c lo p e d i s t s ,  p lu s  
M a c h i a v e l l i ,  B e c c a r i a ,  a n d  C e r v a n te s .  He w as e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  A n g lo -S a x o n , and  i t  becam e h i s  f a v o r i t e  s tu d y  i n  la n g u a g e s .  He 
w as f i r s t  l e d  to  A n g lo -S a x o n  b y  th e  num erous l e g a l  te rm s  s tem m in g  from  
t h a t  la n g u a g e ;  f i n a l l y ,  h e  d e c id e d  t h a t  t h e  l e g a l  c o n c e p t  o f  l i b e r t y  
d e r iv e d  fro m  t h e  A n g lo -S a x o n s  and  t h a t  t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  o f  E n g la n d  was 
a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  Norm ans and  t h e i r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  f e u d a l i s m .  
F i n a l l y ,  a f t e r  h i s  s t u d e n t  d a y s ,  h e  w as in t r o d u c e d  to  O s s ia n ,  th e  
fam ous l i t e r a r y  f o r g e r y ,  o f  w h ic h  h e  s a i d ,  " I  am n o t  asham ed to  own 
t h a t  I  t h i n k  t h i s  ru d e  b a r d  o f  t h e  n o r t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o e t  t h a t  h as
117 Com m onplace B ook , p p . 1 0 6 -7 .
■ ^^B ow ers, o £ . c i t . , p .  3 2 .
1 1 QP a d o v er ,  o £ .  c i t . ,  p .  15 .
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1 2 0e v e r  l i v e d . "  H is i n t e r e s t  in  A n g lo -S ax o n  c o n t in u e d  i n t o  o ld  a g e , 
a lo n g  w i t h  h i s  f a s c i n a t i o n  f o r  A m erican  I n d ia n  to n g u e s ,  b o th  o f  w h ich
h e  w is h e d  to  add to  h i s  k n ow ledge  o f  L a t i n ,  G re e k , F re n c h , I t a l i a n ,
, 121 and S p a n is h .
One o f  h i s  f a v o r i t e  a u th o r s  d u r in g  h i s  s tu d e n t  d ay s  was
V is c o u n t B o lin g b ro k e , w h o se  a t t a c k s  on  r e v e a le d  r e l i g i o n  r e i n f o r c e d
J e f f e r s o n 's  d e i s t i c  b e l i e f s .  He c o p ie d  num erous p a s s a g e s  from
B o lin g b ro k e ,  in c lu d in g  th o s e  w h ich  d e c l a r e d  i t  n o n se n s e  to  a c c e p t  a s
p r o o f  o f  th e  "word o f  God" s u c h  e v id e n c e  as  w o u ld  n o t  s ta n d  up in  a
c o u r t  o f  law , s t a t i n g  t h a t  th e  e t h i c a l  w r i t i n g s  o f  th e  " h e a th e n
m o r a l i s t s " - - T u l l y ,  S e n e c a ,  E p i c t e t u s ,  and o th e r s - - w e r e  m ore c o h e r e n t
and  r e a s o n a b le  th a n  th e  e t h i c s  o f  C h r i s t ,  and  r i d i c u l i n g  th e  b e l i e f
t h a t  "God s e n t  h i s  o n ly  b e g o t te n  s o n ,  who had  n o t  o f fe n d e d  h im , to
b e  s a c r i f i c e d  by  men, who had  o f fe n d e d  h im , t h a t  h e  m ig h t e x p i a t e
122t h e i r  s i n s ,  and s a t i s f y  h i s  own a n g e r . "
T h u s , w h ile  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  b a r ,  J e f f e r s o n  r e a d  w id e ly  in  
d i v e r s e  f i e l d s ,  p e rh a p s  p u r s u in g  s u b j e c t s  w h ic h  h e  c o n s id e r e d  n o t  
o n ly  o f  i n t e r e s t  b u t  a l s o  o f  e s s e n t i a l  v a l u e - - s u b j e c t s  f o r  w h ic h  h e  
h ad  h ad  no  tim e  w h i le  a  s tu d e n t  a t  W il l ia m  and  M ary . F o r  f i v e  y e a r s  
he  c o n t in u e d  h i s  s t u d i e s  u n d e r  W ythe, a l th o u g h  o n e  y e a r  w as t h e  u s u a l  
p e r io d  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  law , an d  one o f  h i s  c o n te m p o r a r ie s ,  
P a t r i c k  H e n ry , s t u d i e d  f o r  o n ly  t h r e e  m onths b e f o r e  b e in g  a d m it te d
■'■ '^Schachner, o j d . c i t . , I ,  4 8 ,  c i t i n g  F o rd ,  W orks, I I ,  3 6 -3 7 . 
121I b i d . , I ,  4 6 - 4 9 .
122I b i d . ,  I ,  4 9 .
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♦ .  4 . 1 .  T .  1 2 3t o  t h e  b a r .
I t  i s  c l e a r ,  h o w ev e r, t h a t  J e f f e r s o n 's  s tu d y  d u r in g  t h i s  
p e r io d  w e n t f a r  b ey o n d  th e  la w , m aking  h im  one o f  t h e  b e s t - e d u c a t e d  
men o f  h i s  d a y . A ls o  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  h e  o b s e rv e d  t h e  H ouse o f  
B u rg e s s e s  i n  a c t i o n  an d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  
o f  t h e  c o lo n y  a s  h i s  id e a s  s h a p e d  th e m s e lv e s  c l e a r l y  f o r  th e  d e c i s i v e  
r o l e  h e  w as to  p l a y  i n  th e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  t h a t  l a y  a h e a d .
T he  young J e f f e r s o n  c o u ld  h a r d l y  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a  p r o v i n c i a l  
V i r g i n i a n .  I n d e e d ,  h i s  f a r - r a n g i n g  i n t e r e s t s  le d  h im  to  f a m i l i a r i t y  
w i th  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  w r i t e r s  o f  t h e  c o n te m p o ra ry  W e s te rn  w o r ld  an d  o f  
a n c i e n t  G re e c e  and  Rome. H is  fo rm a l e d u c a t io n ,  a l th o u g h  g a in e d  
e n t i r e l y  w i t h i n  t h e  c o lo n y ,  w as a n y th in g  b u t  p r o v i n c i a l .  The f o u n ­
d a t io n s  f o r  th e  th o u g h t s  and  d e e d s  w h ic h  w ere  to  p l a y  no  in c o n ­
s i d e r a b l e  p a r t  i n  t h e  m om entous e v e n ts  t h a t  loomed a h e a d  h ad  b e e n  
s o u n d ly  a n d  f i r m ly  l a i d ;  and  a l th o u g h  J e f f e r s o n  w as t o  e n t e r  v e r y  
s h o r t l y  u p o n  h i s  p u b l i c  c a r e e r ,  h i s  i n t e r e s t  in  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p u r s u i t s  
and  l e a r n i n g  was n e v e r  t o  w a n e . Few m en, c e r t a i n l y  o f  h i s  d a y , e v e r  
e n t e r e d  t h e  w o r ld  o f  p o l i t i c s  w i th  so  w id e  an  a c q u a in ta n c e  w i t h  t h e  
m o st s i g n i f i c a n t  i d e a s  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  W e s te rn  w o r ld .
E a r l y  i n  1 7 6 7 , a t  t h e  ag e  o f  tw e n t y - f o u r ,  J e f f e r s o n  w as 
a d m it t e d  t o  th e  b a r .  Famous c l i e n t s  s o u g h t  h i s  s e r v i c e s  and h i s  
p r a c t i c e  grew  r a p i d l y .  H® fo u n d  h i s  p r a c t i c e  f a i r l y  l u c r a t i v e ,  b u t  
so o n  h e  w as d e v o t in g  m ost o f  h i s  tim e  t o  S h a d w e ll a n d  m aking p l a n s  f o r
123 Bow ers, o £ .  c i t . , p .  31 .
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124t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  M o n t ic e l l o .  S h o r tly  t h e r e a f t e r ,  i n  1768, J e f f e r s o n
assum ed  h i s  e x p e c te d  p la c e  i n  th e  power s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  day , b e in g
a p p o in te d  j u s t i c e  o f  th e  p e a c e  and e l e c t e d  b u rg e s s .  I n  W illia m s b u rg
a g a i n ,  h e  w ooed an d  won a  young widow, M a r th a  Wayles S k e l t o n ,  whom
h e  m a r r ie d  on  New Y e a r 's  Day, 1772. She w a s  th e  d a u g h t e r  o f  a
p ro m in e n t W il l ia m s b u rg  la w y e r and a lo v e r  o f  m usic . R e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e
125i s  known o f  h e r ,  b u t  sh e  had  c a p tu re d  J e f f e r s o n 's  h e a r t ,  and w hen
s h e  d ie d  te n  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  h a v in g  hom e h im  s i x  c h i l d r e n ,  o n ly  tw o o f
12  6whom l iv e d  to  m a t u r i t y ,  h e  was p r o s t r a t e  w i t h  g r i e f .
From t h e  o f f i c e  o f  b u rg e s s ,  J e f f e r s o n  c o n t in u e d  h i s  r i s e  i n  
t h e  pow er s t r u c t u r e ,  s e r v in g  s u c c e s s iv e ly  a s  D e le g a te  t o  th e  C o n t i ­
n e n t a l  C o n g re s s , G o v e rn o r o f  V irg in ia ,  M i n i s t e r  to  F r a n c e ,  S e c r e t a r y  
o f  S t a t e ,  V ic e - P r e s i d e n t ,  and  a t  l a s t  o c c u p y in g  th e  m o s t  p o w e rfu l o f  
a l l  o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  d e m o c ra tic  re p u b lic  h e  h a d  helped  fo u n d , t h a t  o f  
P r e s i d e n t .  T h ro u g h  a l l  h i s  lo n g  c a r e e r ,  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  
p h i l o s o p h i c a l ,  an d  h u m a n ita r ia n  i n t e r e s t s  c o n t in u e d ;  a n d  when h e  d ie d  
o n  th e  f i f t i e t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  th e  s i g n i n g  o f  th e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  
In d e p e n d e n c e , h e  l e f t  b e h in d  a  w ea lth  o f  r e c o r d s  w h ic h  s c h o la r s  h a v e  
y e t  to  e x p lo re  c o m p le te ly .  R ich  in  i n s i g h t s  and th o u g h t s  r e l e v a n t  to  
t h e  c o n c e rn s  o f  h i s  day  and o u r s ,  th ey  c o n t a i n  many e le m e n ts  o f  s o c i o ­
l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w h ich  i t  i s  th e  p u r p o s e  o f t h i s  s tu d y  to  e x p lo r e  
and  a n a ly z e .
124padover, o£. c i t . , pp. 20-21.
1 2 % a lo n e ,  J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n ,  pp . 1 5 5 -6 0 .
1 2 6 g a ra h  N . R ando lph , The D o m e s tic  L i f e  o f  Thom as J e f f e r s o n  
(New Y ork : F r e d e r i c k  U ngar P u b lis h in g  C o . ,  1958), p .  6 3 .
PART I I I .  SOCIOLOGICAL ELEMENTS: 
JEFFERSON ON SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND FUNCTIONS
CHAPTER I I I  
JEFFERSON ON SCIENCE
Thomas J e f f e r s o n  w r o te  Du P o n t de  Nemours upon r e t i r i n g  from  
t h e  p r e s id e n c y ,  " N a tu re  in te n d e d  me f o r  t h e  t r a n q u i l  p u r s u i t s  o f  
s c i e n c e ,  b y  r e n d e r in g  them  my suprem e d e l ig h t ." '* ' O nly th e  " e n o rm i­
t i e s  o f  t h e  t im e s "  h ad  f o r c e d  him  to  g iv e  th e s e  up f o r  " t h e  b o i s t e r o u s  
o c e a n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a s s i o n s , "  h e  c o n t in u e d .  And ev en  w h i le  he  
d e v o te d  h im s e l f  t o  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e ,  h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  to  s c ie n c e  c o n ­
t i n u e d ,  f o r  h e  c o n s id e r e d  s c ie n c e  th e  m ost c e r t a i n  m eans o f  a d v a n c in g
s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s  and  human h a p p in e s s ,  th e  two c a r d i n a l  o b j e c t iv e s  o f
2
h i s  e n t i r e  l i f e  and  c a r e e r .
J e f f e r s o n  w as a lw ay s  re a d y  to  a c c e p t  new d i s c o v e r i e s  b a s e d  
upon s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w le d g e , ev en  w h e re  th e y  m ig h t c o n t r a d i c t  h i s  own 
b e l i e f s .  I n  th e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  E n l ig h te n m e n t,  w i th  i t s  f a i t h  i n  human 
r e a s o n  and  s c i e n c e ,  h e  m a in ta in e d  an  open  and r e c e p t i v e  fram e o f  m ind 
t o  a l l  human d i s c o v e r i e s  and  s c i e n t i f i c  e n d e a v o r s .  F u r th e rm o re ,  he  
a c t i v e l y  s u p p o r te d  t h e  c a u s e  o f  s c ie n c e  ev en  a s  h e  s p e n t  h i s  t im e  i n
1
Lipscom b an d  B e rg h , X I I ,  2 60 .
^Edw in T . M a r t in ,  Thomas J e f f e r s o n : S c i e n t i s t  (New Y ork:
H en ry  Schum an, I n c . ,  1 9 5 2 ) , p .  i x .
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p u b l i c  a f f a i r s .  H is  l i f e - l o n g  s u p p o r t  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e r im e n ta t io n ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  num erous i n v e n t io n s ,  a r e
e v id e n c e s  o f  h i s  v i t a l  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r e s t s .
J e f f e r s o n  v i s u a l i z e d  s c ie n c e  a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  u t i l i t a r i a n ,
a l th o u g h  h e  u n q u e s t io n a b ly  u n d e r s to o d  th e  r o l e  o f  th e o r y  in  i n s p i r i n g
h y p o th e s e s  and  e x p e r im e n ta t io n .  I n  a  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  i n  1822, a f t e r
re m a rk in g  on  h i s  " s k e p t i c a l  d i s p o s i t i o n "  and  c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  h im s e l f
a s  " a n  e m p ir ic  i n  n a t u r a l  p h i lo s o p h y ,  s u f f e r i n g  my f a i t h  to  go no
f u r t h e r  th a n  my f a c t s , "  h e  c o n t in u e d  by  s t a t i n g  t h a t  h e  was p le a s e d
" to  s e e  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  h y p o th e t i c a l  s p e c u la t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  by  th e
c o l l i s i o n s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  h y p o th e s e s ,  t r u t h  may be e l i c i t e d  and s c ie n c e
3
ad v an ced  in  th e  e n d ."  Y et h i s  s i g h t  was fo c u se d  upon  th e  b e n e f i t s
t h a t  s c ie n c e  c o u ld  p ro v id e  m ank ind . H is i n t e r e s t  i n  c h e m is t ry ,  f o r
in s t a n c e ,  l a y ,  a s  h e  w ro te  th e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  W illia m  an d  Mary i n  1788,
i n  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  w as " b ig  w i th  f u t u r e  d i s c o v e r i e s  f o r  th e  u t i l i t y
and s a f e t y  o f  th e  human r a c e ; "  h e  found  i t  " la u d a b le  to  e n c o u ra g e
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  to  h o ld  b ack  c o n c lu s io n ,"  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  " i t  i s
p ro b a b ly  an  ag e  to o  so o n , t o  p ro p o s e  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  s y s te m ,"
su c h  a s  L a v o i s i e r 's ,  when "o n e  s i n g l e  e x p e r im e n t may d e s t r o y  th e
4
w h o le  f i l i a t i o n  o f  h i s  te rm s . . . ."
J e f f e r s o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was n o t  a lw ay s r i g h t  i n  h i s  id e a s  
r e g a r d in g  s c ie n c e ,  and  h e  w ro te  on many s c i e n t i f i c  s u b je c t s  on w h ich  
h e  c l e a r l y  d id  n o t  im ag in e  h im s e l f  to  b e  an  e x p e r t .  F u r th e rm o re , he
■^Ibid., pp. 3 3 -3 4 .
^Lipscomb and Bergh, V II ,  7 6 -7 7 .
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r e f l e c t e d  th e  s t a t e  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w led g e  in  h i s  own d ay . H is 
" n a t u r a l  p h i lo s o p h y "  o r  " n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y , "  te rm s he  an d  o th e r s  u s e d  
to  encom pass a l l  s c i e n c e ,  w as b a se d  upon t h e  t e n e t s  o f  th e  E n l ig h t e n ­
m e n t, d e ism , and  t h e  u n d e r ly in g  b e l i e f  i n  a  n a t u r a l  o r d e r  p e r f e c t e d  
b y  th e  C r e a to r  i n  w h ic h  no s p e c ie s  c o u ld  e v e r  become e x t i n c t  n o r  t h e  
p h y s i c a l  "harm ony o f  n a tu r e "  b e  p e rm a n e n tly  ch anged , a s  B o o r s t in  
i l l u s t r a t e s  i n  T he L o s t  W orld  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n . From  tim e  to  
t im e ,  J e f f e r s o n  a p p e a re d  to  d o u b t some e le m e n ts  o f  t h i s  b a s ic  
p h i lo s o p h y ;  h o w e v e r, h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  to  s c i e n c e  was l i f e - l o n g ,  and  
a l th o u g h  h e  c u l t i v a t e d  th e  s e n s i b l e  and  u s e f u l ,  he  d id  so  w i th  " a  
t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  a i m " - - t o  ad v a n c e  th e  p r o g r e s s ,  w e l l - b e in g ,  and
h a p p in e s s  o f  man. H is  g o a ls  w e re  e s s e n t i a l l y  h u m a n i ta r ia n  in
5
s c i e n c e ,  a s  th e y  w e re  i n  a l l  a s p e c ts  o f  h i s  l i f e .
J e f f e r s o n 's  s e r v i c e s  t o  s c ie n c e  w e re  as v a r i e d  a s  th e y  w e re  
v a l u a b l e .  As s u c c e s s o r  to  F r a n k l in  i n  t h e  o f f i ce  o f  m i n i s t e r  t o  
F r a n c e ,  i n  w h ich  c a p a c i t y  h e  s e rv e d  fro m  1784 to  1 7 8 9 , he  o b s e rv e d  
E u ro p ea n  d e v e lo p m e n ts  i n  s c i e n c e ,  i n d u s t r y ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and e d u c a t io n ,  
and  th e  kn o w led g e  h e  g a in e d  w as o f  tre m e n d o u s  v a lu e  t o  th e  p e o p le  o f  
A m eric a . N o t o n ly  d id  h e  l a b o r  to  e s t a b l i s h  b e t t e r  t r a d e  c o n d i t i o n s  
f o r  su c h  A m erican  p r o d u c ts  a s  to b a c c o , r i c e ,  f l a x ,  hem p, p o ta s h ,  
t u r p e n t i n e ,  and  t a r ,  v i a  lo w e r  F ren ch  t a r i f f s  and t h e  b y p a s s in g  o f  
E n g l is h  m idd lem en ; h e  a l s o  s o u g h t to  im p ro v e  th e  q u a l i t y  and i n c r e a s e  
t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  A m erican  p r o d u c ts  by s e n d in g  home s e e d s  and p l a n t s  w i th
^ P e te r so n ,  ojd. c i t . ,  p .  405.
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w h ic h  h i s  coun trym en  c o u ld  e x p e r im e n t .
D u rin g  th e  s p r in g  o f  1787 h e  to u r e d  s o u th e r n  F ra n c e  and  n o r th e r n
I t a l y ,  s tu d y in g  th e  c r o p s ,  ty p e s  o f  s o i l ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  im p le m e n ts ,
w ages o f  l a b o r e r s ,  p r i c e s  o f  fo o d , c l i m a t i c  z o n e s  o f  o ra n g e  and  o l i v e
t r e e s ,  u s e s  o f  c a n a ls  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and  t h e  way o f  l i f e  o f  th e
p e o p le .  So e a g e r  was h e  to  im prove th e  a g r i c u l t u r e  o f  h i s  c o u n t r y
t h a t  c o n t r a r y  t o  law , h e  ev e n  sm uggled  o u t  a l l  t h e  I t a l i a n  P ie d m o n t
r i c e  h i s  p o c k e ts  c o u ld  h o ld  and  s e n t  i t  to  some f r i e n d s  i n  S o u th
C a r o l in a  f o r  s e e d .^  N o th in g  e sc a p e d  J e f f e r s o n 's  v ie w . He d e s c r ib e d
th e  c o u n t r y s id e  and th e  p e o p le  i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l ,  and  r e f l e c t e d  u p o n
t h e  p o v e r ty  h e  saw , r e a c t i n g  in  sh o ck  and d i s a p p r o v a l  a t  th e  s i g h t
g
o f  women and  c h i l d r e n  l a b o r i n g  i n  th e  f i e l d s .  I n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e
th o ro u g h n e s s  o f  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  as  w e l l  as  o f  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  b e n t  i s
th e  f a c t  t h a t  he  p r e p a r e d  a  s c a l e  o f  th e  p l a n t s  h e  o b s e rv e d , a r r a n g in g
9
them  from  t h e  t e n d e r e s t  to  th e  h a r d i e s t .  J e f f e r s o n  r e p o r t e d  h i s  
o b s e r v a t io n s  and r e a c t i o n s  to  w h a t he  saw i n  l e t t e r s  t o  h i s  f r i e n d s - -  
W a sh in g to n , J a y ,  M ad iso n , and  o t h e r s - - s o  num erous t h a t  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  
a  s i n g l e  d a y 's  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  som etim es f i l l  t e n  p r i n t e d  p a g e s .
He o b s e rv e d  E u ropean  c u l t u r e  and s o c i e t y ,  i n v e n t io n s  and d i s c o v e r i e s ,
^ C h a r le s  A. B row ne, "Thomas J e f f e r s o n  and  th e  S c i e n t i f i c  
T re n d s  o f  H is  T im e s ,"  C h ro n ic a  B o ta n ic a , V I I I  (Summer, 1 9 4 4 ) , 3 8 2 .
^ M arie  K im b a ll ,  J e f f e r s o n : The S cen e  o f  E u ro p e , 1784-1789
(New Y ork : Coward-M cCann, I n c . ,  1 9 5 0 ), p p . 1 8 5 -9 6 .
^Lipscom b and B e rg h , X V II, 1 5 3 -5 4 .
9I b i d . ,  V I, 2 0 3 -4 .
•^B row ne, o£ . c i t . ,  p .  383 .
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p o l i t i c a l  and  r e l i g i o u s  a c t i v i t y ,  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and  a r t ,  commerce and
11
i n d u s t r y ,  a l l  o f  w h ic h  h e  d u ly  r e p o r te d  t o  h i s  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s .
When J e f f e r s o n  becam e S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  i n  1790, f u r t h e r
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to  s e r v e  th e  c a u s e  o f  s c ie n c e  p r e s e n te d  th e m s e lv e s .
H is  d u t i e s  i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  w e re  v a r i e d  and some o f  them  b ro u g h t  him
i n  c o n t a c t  w i th  D av id  R i t te n h o u s e ,  th e  p h y s i c i s t  and  m e c h a n ic ia n .
T o g e th e r  th e y  w orked  on th e  m a t t e r  o f  w e ig h ts  and  m e a s u re s ,  a s  w e l l
as on an  e x p e r im e n t p ro p o se d  by  J e f f e r s o n  to  o b t a in  f r e s h  w a te r  from
s e a  w a te r  by  a  p r o c e s s  o f  d i s t i l l a t i o n .  As a  r e s u l t  o f  h i s  and
R i t t e n h o u s e 's  e x p e r im e n t ,  h e  p r e s e n te d  a  "m odel s c i e n t i f i c  p a p e r"  in
12t h e  fo rm  o f  a  r e p o r t  to  th e  H ouse o f  R e p r e s e n ta t i v e s .
A f t e r  r e s ig n i n g  th e  s e c r e t a r y s h i p  i n  1793., h e  r e tu r n e d  to
M o n t ic e l lo  and  s p e n t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  h i s  tim e  on h i s  f i e l d s  and
c r o p s ,  a d a p t in g  many new a g r i c u l t u r a l  im p lem en ts  to  h i s  l o c a l  n e e d s .
I n  a  l e t t e r  to  P r e s i d e n t  W a sh in g to n , h e  r e p o r te d  h i s  e n th u s ia s m  o v e r
h i s  t e s t  o f  th e  C a r o l in a  d r i l l  i n  sow ing  f o u r  rows o f  w h e a t o r  p e a s
13
a t  a  t im e ,  and  h i s  re m o d e lin g  o f  a  S c o t t i s h  th r e s h i n g  m a c h in e . A t
t h i s  t im e  h e  a l s o  in v e n te d  a  new p lo u g h  w i th  a  m o u ld b o ard  o f  l e a s t
r e s i s t a n c e ,  w h ich  h e  t e s t e d  i n  h i s  f i e l d s  a t  M o n t ic e l lo  and  a  r e p o r t
14o f  w h ich  h e  l a t e r  s u b m it te d  to  th e  A m erican  P h i lo s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty .
F o llo w in g  h i s  e l e c t i o n  to  th e  v ic e - p r e s id e n c y  in  1796, h e
•^M alone , J e f f e r s o n  and  th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man, p p . 6 7 -1 3 1 . 
l^B row ne, oja. c i t . ,  p .  38 6 . 
l^L ipscom b and  B erg h , IX , 3 4 2 -4 3 . 
l^B row ne, op_. c i t . , 3 8 6 -8 7 .
r e c e iv e d  an  h o n o r  w h ic h  h e  may w e l l  h a v e  m ore h ig h l y  e s te e m e d  th a n
p o l i t i c a l  s u c c e s s ,  t h a t  o f  e l e c t i o n  to  t h e  p r e s id e n c y  o f  th e  A m erican
P h i lo s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  an  o f f i c e  p r e v io u s l y  f i l l e d  by  s u c h  e m in e n t
s c i e n t i s t s  a s  F r a n k l i n  and  R i t t e n h o u s e .  J e f f e r s o n  f e l t  u n w o rth y  o f
th e  h o n o r ,  c a l l i n g  i t  " th e  m o s t f l a t t e r i n g  i n c i d e n t  o f  my l i f e , "  and
p r o t e s t i n g  t h a t  h e  h ad  no q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  " t h i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p o s t ,
e x c e p t  a  s i n c e r e  z e a l  . . .  to  s e e  k n o w led g e  d is s e m in a te d  th ro u g h  th e
15m a sses  o f  m a n k in d ,"  from  b e g g a rs  to  k i n g s .  He h ad  m a in ta in e d
m em bersh ip  i n  t h e  S o c ie ty  s in c e  1780 and  had  fo u n d  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n s
w i th  o t h e r  m em bers to  b e  o f  trem en d o u s  v a lu e  to  h im  i n  p ro m o tin g
s c ie n c e  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  j u s t  a s  h i s  g r e a t  p ro m in en ce
h e lp e d  to  p ro m o te  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S o c ie ty .  I n
a d d i t i o n  to  h i s  r e p o r t  c o v e r in g  th e  m o u ld b o ard  p lo w , J e f f e r s o n  s h a re d
o th e r  o b s e r v a t io n s  and d i s c o v e r i e s  w i th  t h e  S o c i e ty ,  i n c lu d in g  th e
d is c o v e r y  o f  t h e  l a r g e  f o s s i l i z e d  b o n es  o f  some unknown a n im a l
u n e a r th e d  i n  w e s t e r n  V i r g i n i a ,  a  c r e a t u r e  to  w h ic h  h e  g av e  th e  name
1 fi
" G re a t- c la w  o r  M e g a lo n y x ."  He a l s o  p ro p o s e d  to  t h e  S o c i e ty  th e  
s tu d y  o f  th e  w h e a t  p e s t  known a s  th e  H e s s ia n  f l y ,  and h im s e l f  p a r t i c i ­
p a te d  i n  th e  s t u d y .  J e f f e r s o n  c o n t in u e d  as  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S o c ie ty  
u n t i l  1815, a t  w h ic h  tim e  h i s  r e p e a te d  r e q u e s t s  t o  b e  r e l i e v e d  o f  an  
o f f i c e  w hose d u t i e s  h e  f e l t  h e  c o u ld  n o t  a d e q u a te ly  d i s c h a r g e  w ere  
f i n a l l y  h o n o re d . He c o n t in u e d  h i s  m e m b ersh ip , h o w ev e r, th ro u g h o u t  
l i f e .
15I b i d . ,  p .  38 7 .
■*-^Martin, o £ . c i t . ,  p .  107 .
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When th e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1800 r e s u l t e d  i n  a  t i e  and th u s  was 
th ro w n  i n t o  th e  H ouse o f  R e p r e s e n ta t i v e s ,  m o s t o f  th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
i n  th e  p ro c e e d in g s  fo u n d  th e m se lv e s  e n g ro s s e d  i n  p o l i t i c a l  c o n ­
s i d e r a t i o n s  and m a n e u v e r in g s . J e f f e r s o n ,  h o w ev e r, r e f u s e d  t o  a llo w  
p o l i t i c s  to  s e p a r a t e  him  c o m p le te ly  from  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  i n  s c i e n c e ,  
and d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  c a lm ly  w ro te  l e t t e r s  t o  f r i e n d s  an d  a c q u a in t ­
a n c e s  r e g a r d in g  s c i e n t i f i c  m a t t e r s - - o n e  upon c l i m a t i c  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  
a n o th e r  upon f o s s i l  bon es and y e t  a n o th e r  l e n g th y  one u p o n  I n d ia n  
d i a l e c t s ,  a  s u b j e c t  o f  l i f e l o n g  i n t e r e s t .  I n  t h i s  l e t t e r  h e  s a id :
I  h av e  i t  much a t  h e a r t  to  make as  e x t e n s iv e  a  c o l l e c t i o n  
a s  p o s s i b l e  o f  t h e  In d ia n  to n g u e s .  I  h a v e  a t  p r e s e n t  a b o u t 
t h i r t y  t o l e r a b l y  f u l l  . . . .  I t  i s  c u r io u s  t o  c o n s i d e r  how 
su c h  h a n d fu ls  o f  men, came by  d i f f e r e n t  la n g u a g e s ,  an d  how 
th e y  have  p r e s e r v e d  them  so d i s t i n c t . U
J u s t  as  " c u r io u s "  to  many, no d o u b t, w as J e f f e r s o n 's  p u r s u i t  
o f  p h i l o l o g i c a l  c o n s id e r a t io n s  i n  t h e  w h ite  h e a t  o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  
s t r u g g l e  w h ich  w ould  h o ld  su ch  p ro fo u n d  co n se q u e n c e s  f o r  h i s  own l i f e .
The m ost o u ts ta n d in g  f e a t  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w as , 
o f  c o u r s e ,  th e  L o u is ia n a  P u rc h a s e .  F o r  many y e a r s  h e  h a d  th o u g h t o f  
an  e x p e d i t io n  to  d i s c o v e r  th e  w on d ers  h id d e n  i n  th e  v a s t  w i ld e r n e s s  
o f  th e  W e s t. J e f f e r s o n  had  a lw ays m a in ta in e d  a  l i v e l y  i n t e r e s t  i n  
v oyages o f  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p l o r a t io n  and  d i s c o v e r y ,  and w h i l e  i n  F ra n c e  
had  d is c u s s e d  w i th  th e  C o n n e c t ic u t  e x p lo r e r  L ed y a rd  th e  l a t t e r ' s  
a b o r t i v e  a t te m p t  t o  make h i s  way a c r o s s  S i b e r i a  t o  K am chatka and 
th e n c e  a c r o s s  to  th e  w e s te rn  s id e  o f  N o rth  A m eric a , a  p r o j e c t  th e
"^L ipscom b and  B erg h , X, 1 9 2 -9 3 .
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18Em press o f  R u s s ia  p r e v e n te d  o f  f u l f i l l m e n t .  L a te r ,  J e f f e r s o n  p r o ­
p o se d  a  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t io n  to  th e  W est, and  th e  A m erican  
P h i lo s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty  s u p p o r te d  th e  p r o j e c t  u n d e r  th e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  
t h e  F re n c h  b o t a n i s t  and  e x p lo r e r ,  A ndre M ich au x , who g o t  n o  f u r t h e r
th a n  K en tucky  b e f o r e  h i s  governm en t i n s t r u c t e d  him  to  ab an d o n  th e  
19u n d e r ta k in g .
I n  1803 J e f f e r s o n  was a t  l a s t  a b l e  to  s e e  h i s  d ream  b ro u g h t 
to  f r u i t i o n  i n  th e  L ew is and  C la rk  E x p e d i t io n .  F o r two y e a r s  and 
f o u r  m onths th e  e x p e d i t io n  e x p lo re d  th e  W e s t, " c o l l e c t i n g  I n d ia n  
v o c a b u l a r i e s ,  b o t a n i c a l  and m i n e r a lo g ic a l  sp ec im en s , m ak in g  to p o g r a p h i ­
c a l  m aps, s e e k in g  f o s s i l  r e m a in s ,"  c h a r t i n g  w a te rw ay s , i n d i c a t i n g  t r a d e
r o u t e s ,  o b s e rv in g  I n d ia n  c u l t u r e s ,  and f o l lo w in g  a l l  t h e  o th e r
20
i n s t r u c t i o n s  J e f f e r s o n  had g iv e n  them . T he s c i e n t i f i c  r e s u l t s  o f  
th e  e x p e d i t io n  w ere  o f  f a r - r e a c h in g  im p o r ta n c e . The p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  j o u r n a l  k e p t  b y  th e  e x p e d i t i o n 's  l e a d e r s  was long  d e la y e d ,  due 
i n  p a r t  to  th e  War o f  1812. P o r t io n s  o f  th e  jo u r n a l s  a p p e a re d  in  
1814, b u t  th e s e  d id  n o t  in c lu d e  th e  b o t a n i c a l  and o th e r  s c i e n t i f i c  
n o t e s ,  b y  th e n  w id e ly  s c a t t e r e d ,  w h ich  J e f f e r s o n  c o n s id e r e d  m ost 
im p o r ta n t .  A t l a s t ,  a f t e r  p e r s i s t e n t  e f f o r t  on h i s  p a r t ,  th e s e  
r e c o rd s  w e re  a ssem b led  and i n  1818 tu r n e d  o v e r  to  th e  A m erican
21
P h i lo s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty ,  a l th o u g h  th e y  w e re  n o t  p u b lis h e d  u n t i l  1904.
18M alone, J e f f e r s o n  and  th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man, p p . 6 7 -6 8 .
■ ^M artin , o j d . c i t . , p .  62 .
^ S c h a c h n e r ,  o £ . c i t . ,  I I ,  7 8 5 -8 6 .
9 1Browne, o £ .  c i t . , 396.
"T he L ew is and  C la rk  E x p e d i t io n  i s  an  e n d u r in g  monument t o  t h e  g e n iu s
o f  J e f f e r s o n ,  who f i r s t  c o n c e iv e d  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  who w i th  g r e a t
p e r s e v e r a n c e  overcam e th e  o b s t a c l e s  t h a t  d e la y e d  i t s  e x e c u t io n ,  and
who o u t l i n e d  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w h ich  i t s  f a i t h f u l  com manders fo llo w e d
22t o  th e  v e r y  l e t t e r . "  A lth o u g h  o v ersh ad o w ed  b y  th e  L ew is and  C la rk  
E x p e d i t io n ,  t h a t  u n d e r ta k e n  i n  1806 b y  Z e b u lo n  P ik e  t o  t h e  C o lo ra d o  
c o u n t ry  was a l s o  com m issio n ed  by J e f f e r s o n .
J e f f e r s o n 's  g r e a t e s t  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r e s t s  w e re  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  
and  w hen h e  r e tu r n e d  to  M o n t ic e l lo  upon h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  from  th e  p r e s i ­
d e n c y , h e  tu r n e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  to  h i s  h o u se , h i s  fa rm , and  h i s  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n t e r e s t s .  To Jam es M aury h e  w r o te ,  " I  h a v e  w ith d ra w n  
fro m  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  in t e r m e d d l in g s ,  t o  in d u lg e  t h e  e v e n in g  o f  my l i f e
w i th  w h a t h a v e  b e e n  th e  p a s s io n s  o f  e v e ry  p o r t i o n  o f  i t ,  b o o k s ,
23
s c i e n c e ,  my fa rm s , my f a m i ly ,  and  f r i e n d s . "  He m ig h t a l s o  have  
m e n tio n e d  h i s  h o u s e , M o n t ic e l l o ,  upon  w h ic h  h e  h ad  la v i s h e d  so  many 
y e a r s  o f  c a r e  and  in v e n t iv e n e s s ,  a s  h e  was t o  c o n t in u e  to  d o . The 
h o u se  w as f i l l e d  w i th  J e f f e r s o n 's  p r a c t i c a l  in v e n t io n s  and  in n o v a t io n s  
th e  s w iv e l  c h a i r ,  t h e  p o ly g ra p h ,  t h e  dumb - w a i t e r ,  th e  d o u b le - a c t i n g  
d o o rs  b e tw e e n  th e  h a l l  and  s a lo n ,  th e  w in d v an e  on th e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i c o  
t h a t  e n a b le d  J e f f e r s o n  t o  s e e  w h ic h  w ay th e  w in d  was b lo w in g  w i th o u t  
g e t t i n g  h i s  f e e t  w e t ,  th e  c lo c k  t h a t  t o l d  t h e  t im e  o f  d ay  and  th e  day  
o f  t h e  w eek among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  and  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  p ie c e s  t h a t  h e  h ad  
d e s ig n e d  and  h ad  made f o r  h i s  h o u s e .  H or s h o u ld  one f o r g e t  h i s
22I b i d . ,  397 .
^ L i p s c o m b  and Bergh, X I I I ,  1 4 8 -4 9 .
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e x c e l l e n t  l i b r a r y  o f  a b o u t  t e n  th o u s a n d  v o lu m e s , w h ic h  h e  s o l d  t o
C o n g re ss  f o r  $ 2 5 ,0 0 0  a f t e r  th e  B r i t i s h  b u rn e d  W a sh in g to n  i n  1814
an d  w h ic h  fo rm ed  th e  n u c le u s  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g re s s - -v o lu m e s
on h i s t o r y ,  z o o lo g y ,  a n a to m y , s u r g e r y ,  m e d ic in e ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,
m in e r a lo g y ,  b o ta n y ,  c h e m is t r y ,  p h y s i c s ,  g e o g ra p h y , g e o lo g y ,  a s tro n o m y ,
m a th e m a tic s ,  g e o m e try , e t h i c s ,  r e l i g i o n ,  la w , p o l i t i c s ,  d e s ig n ,  e p i c s ,
ro m a n c e s , d ra m a , r h e t o r i c ,  o r a t o r y ,  c r i t i c i s m ,  p h i lo s o p h y ,  b i b l i o g r a p h y ,
an d  p o l y g r a p h y . ^
A t M o n t i c e l l o ,  s u r ro u n d e d  b y  th e  p e o p le  and  th e  t h i n g s  h e
lo v e d ,  J e f f e r s o n  s e t t l e d  down to  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  g r e a t e s t  im p o r ta n c e
to  h im . Among t h e s e  w as a g r i c u l t u r e .  "T he g r e a t e s t  s e r v i c e  w h ic h  c a n
b e  r e n d e r e d  a n y  c o u n t r y , "  h e  s a i d ,  " i s  to  add  a n  u s e f u l  p l a n t  t o  i t s  
25c u l t u r e . "  He im p o r te d  p l a n t s  an d  t r e e s  fro m  a b ro a d  and  t r i e d  them  
o u t  a t  M o n t i c e l l o - - o l i v e s , o r a n g e s ,  a lm o n d s , F re n c h  g r a p e s .  B u t h e  
d id  n o t  l i m i t  h im s e l f  t o  p l a n t s .  He becam e p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  im p ro v in g  w o o l p r o d u c t i o n  i n  A m erica  and  i n  1802 im p o r te d  th e  
f i r s t  p a i r  o f  M erino  s h e e p  fro m  S p a in .  J e f f e r s o n ,  th e  a g r a r i a n ,  
a d v o c a te d  d i v e r s i f i e d  a g r i c u l t u r e  an d  fa rm  i n d u s t r i e s  t o  b e n e f i t  
t h o s e  h e  u s u a l l y  c a l l e d  " t h e  p r o d u c e r s , "  to  h im  t h e  m o st im p o r ta n t  
e le m e n t i n  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  econom ic l i f e .  I n  1813 h e  w r o te ,  "H o u se h o ld  
m a n u fa c tu r e  i s  t a k in g  d eep  r o o t  w i t h  u s .  I  h a v e  a  c a r d in g  m a c h in e , 
two s p in n in g  m a c h in e s ,  an d  loom s . . . ."  He saw  t h i s  d e v e lo p m e n t 
a s  b eco m in g  s o  w id e s p re a d  t h a t  "b y  th e  n e x t  w i n t e r  t h i s  S t a t e  w i l l
^ P a d o v e r ,  o £ .  c i t . , p .  1 7 5 ,
^ L i p s c o m b  and Bergh , I ,  2 59 .
76
n o t  n eed  a  y a rd  o f  im p o r te d  c o a r s e  o r  m id d lin g  c l o t h i n g , "  and  a t t r i -
26b u te d  much o f  t h i s  p r o g r e s s  to  t h e  im proved  w oo l p r o d u c t io n .
The g ro w in g  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  M erin o  sh eep  c a u s e d  some b r e e d e r s  
t o  r a i s e  p r i c e s  f o r  ewes and la m b s , a  d e v e lo p m e n t to  w h ic h  J e f f e r s o n  
r e a c t e d  a n g r i l y  i n  a  l e t t e r  to  P r e s i d e n t  M ad iso n . " I  h a v e  b e e n  so  
d i s g u s t e d  w i th  th e  s c a n d a lo u s  e x t o r t i o n s  l a t e l y  p r a c t i c e d  b y  th e  s a l e  
o f  th e s e  a n im a ls ,"  h e  w r o te ,  " . . .  t h a t  I  am d is p o s e d  to  c o n s id e r  as  
r i g h t ,  w h a te v e r  i s  t h e  r e v e r s e  o f  w h a t th e y  h av e  d o n e ."  T hen he 
a d d e d , "No s e n t im e n t  i s  m ore ack n o w led g ed  i n  th e  f a m i ly  o f  A g r i ­
c u l t u r i s t s  th a n  t h a t  t h e  few who ca n  a f f o r d  i t  s h o u ld  in c u r  th e  r i s k
and e x p e n se  o f  a l l  new im p ro v em en ts , and  g iv e  th e  b e n e f i t  f r e e l y  to
27
th e  many o f  m ore r e s t r i c t e d  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ."
T h ro u g h o u t t h e  re m a in d e r  o f  h i s  l i f e  J e f f e r s o n  c o n t in u e d  h i s  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x p e r im e n ts  an d  a c t i v i t i e s .  Crop r o t a t i o n ,  s o i l  c u l t i ­
v a t i o n ,  a n im a l b r e e d in g ,  c o n t r o l  o f  p e s t s ,  im provem ent o f  s e e d s ,  and 
s u c h  m a t t e r s  w e re  im p o r ta n t  e le m e n ts  i n  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  fa rm in g  a t  
M o n t ic e l l o .  He a d v o c a te d  th e  s tu d y  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s c i e n c e  a t  h i s  
i d e a l  u n i v e r s i t y ,  and  a l l  h i s  l i f e  p ro m o ted  a g r a r i a n  i n t e r e s t s ,  f o r  
i t  seem ed p l a i n  to  h im  t h a t  A m erica  h ad  b e e n  d e s ig n e d  by  th e  C r e a to r  
f o r  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o u n t r y - - a  b e l i e f ,  a s  B o o r s t in  p o in t s  o u t ,  w h ich  
fo u n d  s y m b o l iz a t io n  i n  h i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e s ig n  f o r  t h e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  
V i r g i n i a  o f  colum ns " f a s h io n e d  l i k e  a  b u n d le  o f  c o r n s t a l k s  w i th  a
26I b i d . ,  X I I I ,  205 . 
27I b i d . , X I I ,  38 9 .
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28c a p i t a l  i n  th e  s h a p e  o f  t h e  le a v e s  and  f lo w e r s  o f  to b a c c o ."
J e f f e r s o n  p ro m o ted  th e  c a u s e  o f  s c ie n c e  and  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in
e n d e a v o rs  o f  a  s c i e n t i f i c  n a t u r e  a s  a c t i v e l y  a s  t h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  o f
h i s  b u sy  l i f e  p e r m i t t e d .  As K a r l  Lehmann p o i n t s  o u t ,  h e  w as n o t  a
b u i l d e r  o f  e i t h e r  p h i lo s o p h ic  o r  s c i e n t i f i c  s y s te m s ; h i s  a p p ro a c h  was
i n s t e a d  e c l e c t i c ,  co m b in in g  id e a s  fro m  d i v e r s e  and  o f t e n  h e te ro g e n e o u s
s o u r c e s ,  a l th o u g h  h i s  " s t a te m e n ts  a b o u t n a t u r e  and  man i n  g e n e r a l  a r e
l a r g e l y  b a s e d  on B aco n , L o ck e , t h e  a n c e s t o r  o f  p o s i t i v i s t i c  e m p ir ic is m ,
L o rd  Kames, th e  S c o t t i s h  r e a l i s t ,  a n d , a s  tim e  w e n t on . . . id e a s  o f
29
t h e  F re n c h  e n c y c lo p e d i s t e s , id d a lo g u e s  an d  p h y s i o c r a t s . "  The 
e c l e c t i c  a p p ro a c h  w as f a i r l y  common i n  h i s  d a y , and  had  b e e n  fo llo w e d  
e a r l i e r ,  a s  i n  Roman tim e s  b y  C ic e r o ,  whom J e f f e r s o n  s tu d i e d  e x t e n ­
s i v e l y  from  h i s  s t u d e n t  days o n .
J e f f e r s o n  w as a  s t r o n g  e m p ir ic i s t - - k n o w le d g e  to  h im  w as a  
m a t t e r  o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and  th e  e x p r e s s io n s  " e x p e r ie n c e  show s" o r  
" h i s t o r y  in fo rm s  u s "  a p p e a r  o f t e n  i n  h i s  w r i t i n g s .  He to o k  h i s t o r y  
to  b e  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  m a n 's  e x p e r ie n c e ,  and  he made t h i s  s u b j e c t  th e  
p r i n c i p a l  one i n  h i s  p la n  f o r  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n .  H i s to r y  
c o v e re d  th e  w h o le  ra n g e  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e ;  th u s  h e  c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  
e v e n  th e  a n c i e n t s  a f f o r d e d  w isdom  b a s e d  on e m p ir ic is m . J e f f e r s o n  
w as s k e p t i c a l  a b o u t s p e c u l a t i o n .  T he p o w e rfu l in f l u e n c e  o f  L ocke 
r e i n f o r c e d  h i s  own e m p i r i c a l  te n d e n c ie s  and  le d  h im  to  a v e r  t h a t  we
^ fephe L o s t  W orld  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , p .  2 2 7 .
^ K a r l  Lehm ann, Thomas J e f f e r s o n : A m erican  H um an ist (New
Y o rk : The M a c m illa n  Company, 1 9 4 7 ) , p .  7 3 .
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m u st Mc l i n g  t o  w h at we know w i th o u t  kn o w led g e  o f  t h e  b e y o n d ,"  s i n c e
p r o p o s i t i o n s  "beyond  f i n i t e  co m p re h e n s io n "  a r e  " a  w e ig h t  w h ic h  human
30s t r e n g t h  c a n n o t l i f t . "  J e f f e r s o n 's  a p p ro a c h  w as p o s i t i v i s t i c  i n  t h e  
L o c k ia n  s e n s e  o f  c o n s id e r in g  m a t e r i a l  and  n a t u r a l  o b j e c t s  and  e v e n ts  
s u b j e c t  to  s c i e n t i f i c  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  o f  l i m i t i n g  k n o w led g e  to  t h e  
o b s e r v a b le  phenom ena o f  t h e  r e a l  w o r ld  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .  I n  m o r a l i t y ,
^ e t h i c s ,  r e l i g i o n ,  and  t a s t e ,  h i s  a p p ro a c h  may a l s o  b e  c o n s id e r e d
e m p i r i c a l  and  p o s i t i v i s t i c ;  a s  B o o r s t in  d e m o n s t r a te s  i n  The L o s t  
W orld  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  h i s  fra m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  w as one b a s e d  on 
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  r a t i o n a l  and  b e n e v o le n t  C r e a t o r  w ho, among 
o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  h ad  i n s t i l l e d  i n  man a  "m o ra l f a c u l t y "  s i m i l a r  to  th e  
f i v e  s e n s e s ,  a  f a c u l t y  w h ich  i n  i t s  " h e a l th y "  s t a t e  g o v e rn e d  m a n 's  
b e h a v io r  a s  s u r e l y  a s  d id  h i s  p h y s i c a l  s e n s e s  o f  to u c h ,  t a s t e ,  s i g h t ,  
s m e l l  and  h e a r i n g .  Even th i n k in g  was a  "mode o f  a c t i o n , "  a  p h y s io ­
l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s .  T h u s , m o ra ls  and  th o u g h t  w ere  n o t  t o  b e  e x c e p te d  
fro m  th e  o t h e r  " f a c t s  o f  n a t u r e , "  and  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  m ethod was 
t o  r e i g n  su p rem e , le a v in g  no p u rp o s e  to  b e  s e rv e d  b y  m e ta p h y s ic s ,
O l
th e o lo g y ,  and  a b s t r a c t  s p e c u l a t i o n .  J e f f e r s o n 's  a p p ro a c h  was 
t h e r e f o r e  s c i e n t i f i c ,  and  h e  fo llo w e d  th e  b a s i c  p o s t u l a t e s  o f  s c ie n c e :  
t h a t  a l l  b e h a v io r  i s  n a t u r a l l y  d e te rm in e d ,  t h a t  man i s  a  p a r t  o f  th e  
n a t u r a l  w o r ld ,  t h a t  n a t u r e  i s  o r d e r l y  and  r e g u l a r ,  t h a t  n a t u r e  i s  
u n ifo rm , t h a t  n a t u r e  i s  p e rm a n e n t, t h a t  a l l  o b j e c t i v e  phenom ena a r e
3Ql b i d . , p .  7 6 , c i t i n g  L ipscom b and  B e rg h , XV, 2 4 1 .
^•*-See B o o r s t in ,  The L o s t  W orld  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , e s p e c i a l l y  
p p . 1 1 1 -5 1 . F o r  a  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  L o c k ia n  p o s i t i v i s m ,  s e e  Don 
M a r t in d a le ,  The N a tu re  and  T ypes o f  S o c io l o g ic a l  T h e o ry  (B o s to n : 
H ough ton  M i f f l i n  Company, 1 9 6 0 ) , p .  5 6 .
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e v e n tu a l ly  k n o w ab le , t h a t  a l l  p e r c e p t io n s  a r e  a c h ie v e d  th ro u g h  th e
s e n s e s  ( s in c e  m o r a l i t y  i s  one o f  th e  p h y s ic a l  s e n s e s ) ,  and t h a t  man
c a n  t r u s t  h i s  p e r c e p t io n s ,  memory, and  r e a s o n in g  a s  r e l i a b l e  a g e n c ie s
32f o r  a c q u i r in g  f a c t s .
"T he m ost im p re s s iv e  s i n g l e  monument to  J e f f e r s o n 's  s c i e n -
33t i f i c  a c h ie v e m e n t i s  h i s  N o tes  on V i r g i n i a ,"  i n  w h ich  he  re c o rd e d  
h i s  o b s e r v a t io n s  on f l o r a ,  f a u n a ,  m o u n ta in s , r i v e r s ,  p o p u la t io n ,  law s, 
p o l i t i c s ,  e co n o m ics , a g r i c u l t u r e ,  m a n u fa c tu re s ,  e t h i c s ,  r e l i g i o n ,  
c u s to m s, I n d i a n s ,  and  N e g ro e s , d e m o n s tra t in g  h i s  e m p ir ic a l  a p p ro a c h  
and  d i s c u s s in g  m a t te r s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  th e  n a t u r a l  s c ie n c e s  as w e l l  
as  i n  th e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s .  S in c e  t h i s  i s  J e f f e r s o n 's  o n ly  o r g a n iz e d ,  
e x t e n s iv e ,  b o o k - le n g th  s ta t e m e n t  o f  h i s  th o u g h ts ,  i t  o c c u p ie s  a  p la c e  
o f  u n iq u e  im p o rta n c e  among h i s  v a r i e d  and w id e - r a n g in g  w r i t i n g s  and 
w orks and  i s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r e s t .
N o te s  on th e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g in i a  grew  o u t  o f  a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  
r e la y e d  i n  1780 to  J e f f e r s o n  from  th e  M arqu is  de B a rb i-M a rb o is , 
S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  F re n c h  L e g a t io n  in  A m erica . The F re n c h , h a v in g  
e n te r e d  th e  w ar on th e  s id e  o f  A m erica , so u g h t in fo rm a t io n  r e g a r d in g  
th e  g eo g ra p h y , c l im a te ,  p e o p le ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  and custom s o f  t h e i r  new 
a l l y .  J e f f e r s o n  h ad  a l r e a d y  th ro u g h  th e  y e a r s  c o m p iled  a c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  m is c e l la n e o u s  d a t a  on s u c h  m a t t e r s ,  and th u s  fo u n d  t h a t  t h e  r e q u e s t
•^^See C a r lo  L . L a s t r u c c i ,  The S c i e n t i f i c  A p p ro ach : B a s ic  
P r i n c i p l e s  o f  th e  S c i e n t i f i c  M ethod (C am bridge , M a ss . :  Schenkm an
P u b l is h in g  Company, I n c . ,  1 9 6 3 ), p p . 3 7 -4 7 . J e f f e r s o n  w ould  h o t  
h av e  a c c e p te d  two o f  th e  b a s ic  p o s t u l a t e s  o f  s c ie n c e  w h ich  P r o f e s s o r  
L a s t r u c c i  i d e n t i f i e s :  t h a t  n o th in g  i s  s e l f - e v i d e n t ,  and t h a t  t r u t h
i s  r e l a t i v e .
• ^ B o o r s t in ,  The L o s t  W orld  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , p .  2 4 .
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p ro v id e d  h im  w i th  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  o r g a n iz in g  and  p r e s e n t i n g  th e
f a c t s  w h ich  h e  had  lo n g  b e e n  c o l l e c t i n g .  H is  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i th  many
p h a s e s  o f  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  k n ow ledge  o f  h i s  t im e  becam e known o n ly
34th ro u g h  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  w o rk .
The r e q u e s t  fro m  B arb e -M arb o is  a r r i v e d  n e a r  th e  end o f  
J e f f e r s o n 's  r a t h e r  u n s u c c e s s f u l  te rm  a s  g o v e rn o r  o f  V i r g i n i a .  The 
w a r - r a v i s h e d  s t a t e  was n e a r  econom ic e x h a u s t io n ;  i t  h ad  no e f f e c t i v e  
d e f e n s iv e  f o r c e s  w i th  w h ic h  to  r e p e l  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  i n v a s io n ,  and  w hen 
B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  u n d e r  B e n e d ic t  A rn o ld  a t t a c k e d ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f l e d .  
A rn o ld  to o k  Richm ond and  b u rn e d  a  num ber o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  w i th  J e f f e r s o n  
a lm o s t  p o w e r le s s  t o  m ee t th e  t h r e a t  o f  c o n q u e s t .  When C o rn w a ll is  
e n t e r e d  V i r g i n i a  i n  t h e  s p r in g  o f  1781 w i th  a  l a r g e  in v a s io n  f o r c e ,  
d e sp o n d en cy  seem ed u n i v e r s a l .  J e f f e r s o n ,  h a v in g  f l e d  t o  C h a r l o t t e s ­
v i l l e  a lo n g  w i th  th e  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  c a l l e d  upon G e n e ra l W ash in g to n  to  
s a v e  th e  s t a t e .  C o r n w a l l i s ,  s e e k in g  to  c a p tu r e  th e  g o v e rn o r  and  
l e g i s l a t o r s ,  d is p a tc h e d  T a r l e t o n  w i th  a  t r o o p  o f  c a v a l r y  t o  c a r r y  
o u t  h i s  p l a n s ,  an  u n d e r ta k in g  w h ic h  C a p ta in  J a c k  J o u e t t  le a r n e d  o f  
a t  L o u is a ,  a b o u t f o r t y - f i v e  m i le s  e a s t  o f  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e .  J o u e t t ,  
i n  a  w i ld  r i d e  c e l e b r a t e d  s t i l l  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  r a c e d  o v e r  l i t t l e - k n o w n  
m o u n ta in  t r a i l s ,  r e a c h in g  M o n t ic e l lo  a b o u t f o u r - t h i r t y  i n  th e
m o rn in g , i n  t im e  to  p e r m i t  J e f f e r s o n  (who r e a c t e d  w i th  a lm o s t
35u n n a t u r a l  c a lm n e s s )  to  e s c a p e  th e  a p p ro a c h in g  B r i t i s h .
J e f f e r s o n  made h i s  way to  th e  p r iv a c y  o f  h i s  summer e s t a t e ,
^ B ro w n e , o £ . c i t . , 37 1 .
35padover, o£. c i t . , pp . 4 7 -5 3 .
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P o p la r  F o r e s t ,  t a k in g  w i th  him  th e  B a rb e -M a rb o is  r e q u e s t ,  on w h ic h  h e  
h ad  a l r e a d y  b eg u n  w o rk . When th e  r e q u e s t  o r i g i n a l l y  a r r i v e d ,  h e  had  
s e r i o u s l y  c o n s id e r e d  r e s i g n i n g  th e  g o v e rn o r s h ip  to  d e v o te  h im s e l f  
e n t i r e l y  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t - - n o  d o u b t a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  h i s  d is c o u ra g e m e n t 
o v e r  th e  im p o s s ib le  c o n d i t io n s  a f f e c t i n g  h i s  r o l e  p e rfo rm a n c e  a s  
g o v e rn o r  a s  w e l l  a s  a  te s t im o n y  to  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  th in g s  s c i e n t i f i c .  
D u rin g  th e  d a r k e s t  d ay s  o f  t h e  w a r , h e  w ro te  B a rb ^ -M a rb o is  a p o lo g iz in g  
f o r  h i s  la c k  o f  p r o g r e s s  i n  s u p p ly in g  th e  d e s i r e d  in f o r m a t io n ,  and  a t  
P o p la r  F o r e s t  h e  s e t t l e d  down i n  e a r n e s t  to  f u l f i l l  th e  t a s k .  He 
a p p e a le d  to  f r i e n d s  f o r  f u r t h e r  d a t a ,  b ro a d e n e d  th e  sc o p e  o f  h i s  
a n s w e rs ,  and  f i n a l l y ,  i n  l a t e  1781 , f i n i s h e d  th e  v o lu m in o u s  manu­
s c r i p t ,  w i th  a n o th e r  a p o lo g y  to  B a rb i-M a rb o is  f o r  th e  lo n g  d e l a y ,  
e x p la in in g  t h a t
X r e t i r e d  fro m  th e  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  i n  Ju n e  o n ly  and  a f t e r  
t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n f u s io n  o f  o u r  s t a t e  p u t  i t  o u t  o f  my 
pow er t o  p r o c u r e  t h e  in f o r m a t io n  n e c e s s a r y  t i l l  l a t e l y .
Even now you  w i l l  f i n d  them  im p e r f e c t  and  n o t  w o r th  
o f f e r i n g  b u t  a s  a  p r o o f  o f  my r e s p e c t  f o r  y o u r  w i s h e s . ^
O r i g i n a l l y ,  i t  a p p e a r s ,  J e f f e r s o n  h ad  p la n n e d  th e  M otes to  b e
e s s e n t i a l l y  a  s t a t i s t i c a l  s u rv e y  o f  V i r g i n i a ;  i n s t e a d ,  t h i s  w ork
tu r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  " a n  e n g r o s s in g  com m entary  on v a r io u s  a s p e c t s  o f
A m erican  l i f e  and  h i s t o r y  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h
c e n tu r y  . . . p r o b a b ly  t h e  m o st im p o r ta n t  s c i e n t i f i c  and  p o l i t i c a l
37book  w r i t t e n  by  an  A m erican  b e f o r e  1 7 8 5 ."  A t f i r s t  J e f f e r s o n  d id  
n o t  p la n  t o  p u b l i s h  t h e s e  c o m m e n ta r ie s , f e a r i n g  t h a t  th e y  w o u ld  e x c i t e
88Schachner, o£. cit., I ,  2 2 4 -2 5 .
37peden, p. xi.
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38p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o v e r s y  i n  V i r g i n i a ;  h e  r e t a i n e d  a t  l e a s t  one copy  
o f  th e  m a n u s c r ip t ,  h o w ev e r, and  c i r c u l a t e d  i t  among f r i e n d s  f o r  
s u g g e s t io n s  and  c o r r e c t i o n s .  He s p e n t  th e  w in t e r  o f  1781 r e v i s i n g  
and  e n l a r g in g  th e  w o rk , a  p r o j e c t  h e  a g a in  p u rs u e d  d u r in g  th e  w i n t e r  
o f  1783-1784  w h i le  h e  w as a  d e l e g a t e  to  th e  C o n t in e n ta l  C o n g re s s .
M ore and  m ore p e o p le  e x p r e s s e d  a  d e s i r e  to  s e e  a  copy o f  t h e  w o rk , so  
J e f f e r s o n  d e c id e d  upon p u b l i c a t i o n  w h ic h , b e c a u s e  o f  p r o h i b i t i v e  
c o s t s ,  h e  d e la y e d  u n t i l  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  F r a n c e .  The w ork a p p e a re d  in  
1785 and  h e  d i s t r i b u t e d  th e  two h u n d re d  c o p ie s  among h i s  f r i e n d s ,  
s i n c e  h e  in te n d e d  i t  s o l e l y  f o r  p r i v a t e  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  e n j o in in g  them  
a l l - - a s  w as h i s  cu s to m  w hen w r i t i n g  a b o u t m a t t e r s  o f  a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  
n a t u r e - - t o  p r e v e n t  t h e i r  c o p ie s  fro m  g e t t i n g  i n t o  th e  h an d s  o f  th o s e  
who m ig h t b e  o f fe n d e d  a t  h i s  o u ts p o k e n  e x p r e s s io n s  r e g a r d in g  th e  
e m a n c ip a t io n  o f  s l a v e s  and  th e  r e f o r m a t io n  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  c o n s t i t u t i o n .
I n t e r e s t  i n  th e  volum e becam e i n c r e a s i n g l y  w id e s p r e a d ,  h o w ev er, 
i n  E u ro p e  as  w e l l  a s  i n  A m eric a . F aced  w i th  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  an  
u n a u th o r iz e d  F re n c h  e d i t i o n ,  J e f f e r s o n  a c c e p te d  th e  o f f e r  o f  th e  Abbe 
M o r e l l e t ,  a  member o f  t h e  F re n c h  Academy and t r a n s l a t o r  o f  B e c c a r ia ,  
t o  p r e p a r e  and  s u p e r v i s e  an  a u th o r i z e d  F re n c h  t r a n s l a t i o n .  T h is  
a p p e a re d  i n  1787 b u t  was b a d ly  done and  a  s o u rc e  o f  e m b a rra s sm e n t to  
J e f f e r s o n .  F i n a l l y ,  t o  c o r r e c t  t h i s  u n f o r tu n a t e  t u r n  o f  e v e n t s ,  he 
a u th o r i z e d  an  e d i t i o n  p r i n t e d  i n  th e  summer o f  1787 by  Jo h n  S to c k d a le  
i n  E n g la n d , w h ic h  J e f f e r s o n  c o n s id e r e d  th e  " d e f i n i t i v e  t e x t . "  From 
tim e  to  t im e ,  h e  c o n t in u e d  to  e n l a r g e  th e  s u b j e c t - m a t t e r  and  ev en
3®Malone, J e f f e r s o n  and th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man, p .  9 8 .
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a f t e r  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  fro m  th e  p r e s id e n c y  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  o f
39r e v i s i n g  t h e  b o o k , a  p r o j e c t  h e  w as u n a b le  t o  a c c o m p lish .
T he N o te s  h ad  o r i g i n a l l y  b e e n  c o n c e iv e d  a s  a  f a c t u a l  d e s c r i p ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  o f  one s t a t e ,  b u t  i t  
d e v e lo p e d  i n t o  much m o re . I t  b e g in s  w i th  an  " e x a c t  d e s c r i p t i o n "  o f  
t h e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  b u t  a t  t h a t  t im e  V i r g i n i a  c la im e d  
a lm o s t  a  t h i r d  o f  w h a t becam e th e  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n ite d  S t a t e s  and 
J e f f e r s o n  so o n  p r o g r e s s e d  as th o u g h  b y  " i r r e s i s t i b l e  im p u lse  in t o  
t h e  v a s tn e s s  o f  th e  w e s t . " ^  L ik e w is e ,  he  ad v an c ed  fro m  th e  c o n ­
s i d e r a t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  t h e  d i s c u s s io n  o f  men and b e a s t s  
i n  g e n e r a l ,  and  th e n c e  t o  q u e s t io n s  o f  " th e  n a t u r e  o f  g o v e rn m e n ts , 
t h e  r e l a t i o n  b e tw een  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  and  s o c i e t y ,  and  t h e  enigm a o f  
m a n 's  b e i n g . T h e  f a c t s  he  s e t  o u t  to  p r e s e n t  s u g g e s te d  to  him  
s o c i a l ,  m o r a l ,  and p o l i t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  and  i n  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  
c o n s id e r in g  th e  v a s tn e s s  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  he  came to  i d e n t i f y  i t s  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and a s p i r a t i o n s  w i t h  th o s e  o f  A m e r ic a - -a n  "e m p ire  o f  
l i b e r t y , "  a  c o n c e p t u n d e r g ir d e d  b y  h i s  f a i t h  i n  th e  d e s t i n y  o f  A m erica  
and  h i s  " s h re w d ly  p r a c t i c a l  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  econom ic p o t e n t i a l i t y "  
o f  th e  W e s t. " I t  i s  t h i s  t h a t  m akes th e  N o te s  on V i r g i n i a  n o t  o n ly  a  
m em orable e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  id e a s  o f  th e  E n lig h te n m e n t i n  a  g e n e r a l
• ^ S e e  P e d e n , p p .  x v - x x i ;  a l s o ,  M alo n e , J e f f e r s o n  and th e  
R ig h ts  o f  M an, p p . 9 3 -1 0 6 ; and S c h a c h n e r ,  oj>. c i t . ,  I ,  2 2 4 -3 5 .
^OMalone, J e f f e r s o n  th e  V ir g in ia n ,  p .  3 7 8 .
“̂ P e d e n ,  p .  x x i i .
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s e n s e ,  b u t  m o st p a r t i c u l a r l y  a n  e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  A m e ric a n  E n l ig h te n  - 
42m e n t,"  o f  w h ich  J e f f e r s o n  w as t h e  b e s t  ex am p le .
H e re  i n  t h i s  b r a v e  new w o r ld ,  J e f f e r s o n  s u g g e s t s ,  th e  
id e a s  o f  th e  E u ro p e a n  p h i lo s o p h e s  h av e  t h e  b e s t  c h a n c e  to  
s u c c e e d  th e  w o r ld  h a s  th u s  f a r  o f f e r e d .  H ere , J e f f e r s o n  
b e l i e v e d ,  men c a n  im prove t h e i r  l o t ,  i f  th e y  w i l l  make th e  
e f f o r t .  Among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h i s  e f f o r t  depends u p o n  th e  
a b i l i t y  and  th e  freed o m  to  a c q u i r e  k n o w le d g e . And th e  
u l t i m a t e  g o a l o f  kn o w led g e  i s  th e  b e t t e r m e n t  n o t  o n ly  o f 
V i r g i n i a n s ,  o r  o f  A m e ric a n s , b u t  o f  a l l  m ank ind . R o o ted  
as i t  i s  i n  th e  e m p i r i c a l ,  t h e  N o tes  o n  V i r g in i a  p ro d u c e s  
a t o t a l  e f f e c t  c o n s id e r a b ly  m ore th a n  t h e  sum o f  i t s  i n d i ­
v id u a l  p a r t s  . . . .  I t  i s  t h i s  t h a t  m akes th e  N o te s  on 
V i r g i n i a  a  te s t a m e n t  o f  freed o m  w h ich  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  s i g ­
n i f i c a n t  page i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  m a n 's  e f f o r t s  to  f r e e  h im ­
s e l f ,  th ro u g h  k n o w le d g e , fro m  th e  s h a c k le s  o f  t h e  p a s t .
I t  i s  no s u r p r i s e  t h a t  t h i s  volum e becam e t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  lo n g  
and  so m e tim e s  v i o l e n t  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  f o r  h e r e i n  J e f f e r s o n  c r i t i c i z e d  
m ost o f  t h e  v e s te d  i n t e r e s t s  o f  h i s  t im e .  He a t t a c k e d  r e l i g i o u s  
s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  th e  a s s u m p tio n  an d  u s u r p a t i o n  o f  pow er b y  th e  r i c h  an d  
w e l lb o r n ,  t h e  ty r a n n y  o f  th e  c h u rc h ,  s l a v e r y ,  ig n o r a n c e ,  and b i g o t r y .  
An a n a l y s i s  o f  th e s e  and  o th e r  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  N o tes w h ic h  a r e  o f  
s o c i o l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  l a t e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  
d i s s e r t a t i o n .
T h e  e a r l y  p a r t s  o f  th e  book  c o n c e rn  m a t te r s  i n  th e  re a lm  o f  
n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e .  E ven  h e r e  h e  m a in ta in s  " a  cosm ic o u t lo o k  and seem s 
alw ays t o  b e  a s k in g  h im s e l f ,  'How does t h i s  o b s e r v a t io n  a b o u t V i r g i n i a  
s ta n d  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  w hat i s  known a b o u t  . . . t h e  w o r ld  as a
4 3 I b id .
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w h o le ? 11,44 Always h e  s o u g h t e x p la n a t io n s ,  and h i s  w id e - ra n g in g  
c u r i o s i t y  " c a u s e d  him  t o  to u c h  th e  c o n f in e s  o f  many s c ie n c e s  i n  w h ich
a 5
he w ou ld  h av e  b een  th e  l a s t  to  assum e th e  p o se  o f  an  e x p e r t .  O fte n
he c o n s id e re d  known s c i e n t i f i c  h y p o th e s e s ,  many o f  w h ic h  f a i l e d  to
s a t i s f y  h i s  e m p ir ic a l  a p p ro a c h . T hus h e  c o n c lu d e s : " Ig n o ra n c e  i s
p r e f e r a b l e  to  e r r o r ;  and  h e  i s  l e s s  rem o te  from  th e  t r u t h  who b e l i e v e s
46n o th in g ,  th a n  h e  who b e l i e v e s  w h a t i s  w ro n g ."
F i r s t ,  he  d i s c u s s e s  th e  l i m i t s  and  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  th e  s t a t e ,
i t s  p h y s ic a l  g e o g ra p h y , l a t i t u d e ,  and  lo n g i tu d e .  T hen h e  g iv e s  a
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  r i v e r s  and s t r e a m s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e i r  w id th  and
d e p th  and w h e th e r  th e y  a r e  n a v ig a b le ,  n o t in g  th e  f i s h  w h ich  l i v e  in
them , and th e  f e r t i l i t y  o f  th e  la n d s  b o rd e r in g  them . He in d i c a t e s
d i s t a n c e s  from  c i t y  t o  c i t y  v i a  ro a d s  fo l lo w in g  th e  r i v e r s ,  o b s e rv in g ,
as a  c a s e  i n  p o in t ,  t h a t  "fro m  New O rle a n s  to  th e  c i t y  o f  M exico i s
a b o u t one th o u sa n d  n in e  h u n d red  and  f i f t y  m i le s ;  t h e  ro a d s  a f t e r
s e t t i n g  o u t  from  th e  Red r i v e r ,  n e a r  N a tc h i to c h e s ,  k e e p in g  g e n e r a l ly
p a r a l l e l  w i th  th e  c o a s t ,  and a b o u t two h u n d red  m i le s  from  i t ,  t i l l  i t
47e n t e r s  th e  c i t y  o f  M e x ic o ."
He d is c u s s e s  th e  m o u n ta in s  o f  V i r g in i a ,  r e f e r r i n g - - w i t h  p r i d e ,  
no d o u b t - - t o  " F ry  and  J e f f e r s o n 's  map o f  V i r g i n i a . "  O c c a s io n a l ly  he  
d e s c r ib e s  h i s  o b s e r v a t io n s  v i v i d l y  and  s p e c u la te s  on th e  f o r c e s
4 4 Browne, o £ . c i t . , 376 .
4 5I b i d .
4 ^P ed en , p . 3 3 . See a l s o  S c h a c h n e r , 0£ .  c i t . ,  I ,  226 .
4 ^Peden, p . 9 .
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p ro d u c in g  th e  s c e n e s  w h ic h  t h r i l l  h im , s u c h  a s  t h a t  now known a s  J e f f e r ­
s o n 's  Rock a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  th e  S h en an d o ah  and  Po tom ac R iv e r s :
The p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  Potom ac th ro u g h  t h e  B lu e  R id g e  i s ,  
p e r h a p s ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t s tu p e n d o u s  s c e n e s  i n  n a t u r e .  You 
s t a n d  on a  v e r y  h ig h  p o i n t  o f  l a n d .  On y o u r  r i g h t  comes 
up th e  S h e n an d o ah , h a v in g  ra n g e d  a lo n g  th e  f o o t  o f  th e  
m o u n ta in  a  h u n d re d  m i le s  to  s e e k  a  v e n t .  On y o u r  l e f t  
a p p ro a c h e s  t h e  P o to m ac , i n  q u e s t  o f  a  p a s s a g e  a l s o .  I n  
t h e  moment o f  t h e i r  j u n c t i o n ,  th e y  r u s h  t o g e t h e r  a g a i n s t  
t h e  m o u n ta in , re n d  i t  a s u n d e r ,  and  p a s s  o f f  t o  t h e  s e a .
T he f i r s t  g la n c e  o f  t h i s  s c e n e  h u r r i e s  o u r  s e n s e s  i n t o  
t h e  o p in io n ,  t h a t  t h i s  e a r t h  h a s  b e e n  c r e a t e d  i n  t im e ,  
t h a t  th e  m o u n ta in s  w e re  form ed f i r s t ,  t h a t  t h e  r i v e r s  b e ­
g a n  to  f lo w  a f t e r w a r d s ,  t h a t  i n  t h i s  p l a c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  
th e y  h a v e  b e e n  dammed up b y  th e  B lu e  R id g e  o f  m o u n ta in s ,  
and  h a v e  fo rm ed  an  o c e a n  w h ic h  f i l l e d  t h e  w h o le  v a l l e y ;  
t h a t  c o n t in u in g  to  r i s e  th e y  h a v e  a t  l e n g th  b ro k e n  o v e r  
a t  t h i s  s p o t ,  and h a v e  t o r n  t h e  m o u n ta in  down from  i t s  
sum m it to  i t s  b a s e .  The p i l e s  o f  ro c k  on e a c h  h a n d , b u t  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  on th e  S h en an d o ah , t h e  e v id e n t  m arks o f  t h e i r  
d i s r u p t u r e  and  a v u l s i o n  from  t h e i r  b ed s  by  t h e  m o s t p o w er­
f u l  a g e n ts  o f  n a t u r e ,  c o r r o b o r a t e  t h e  im p r e s s io n .  B u t th e  
d i s t a n t  f i n i s h i n g  w h ic h  n a t u r e  h a s  g iv e n  to  th e  p i c t u r e  i s  
o f  a  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  c h a r a c t e r .  I t  i s  a  t r u e  c o n t r a s t  to  
t h e  f o r e - g r o u n d .  I t  i s  a s  p l a c i d  and  d e l i g h t f u l ,  a s  t h a t  
i s  w i ld  an d  tre m e n d o u s . F o r  t h e  m o u n ta in  b e in g  c lo v e n  
a s u n d e r ,  s h e  p r e s e n t s  t o  y o u r  e y e , th ro u g h  th e  c l e f t ,  a  
s m a l l  c a t c h  o f  sm ooth  b lu e  h o r iz o n ,  a t  an  i n f i n i t e  d i s ­
t a n c e  i n  t h e  p l a i n  c o u n t r y ,  i n v i t i n g  y o u , a s  i t  w e re ,  from  
t h e  r i o t  an d  tu m u lt  r o a r i n g  a ro u n d , t o  p a s s  th ro u g h  th e  
b r e a c h  and  p a r t i c i p a t e  o f  t h e  ca lm  b e lo w .48
T h is  p a s s a g e  d e s c r i b i n g  w h a t i s  now H a r p e r 's  F e r r y ,  W est V i r -  ‘ 
g i n i a ,  i s  t y p i c a l  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  w r i t i n g  i n  t h e  N o te s ,  p a s s in g  a s  i t  
d o es  from  s im p le  d e s c r i p t i o n  to  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  o r d e r  
and  th e n  to  a  v i v i d  an d  e lo q u e n t  l i t e r a r y  p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  
a t  h a n d , e s p e c i a l l y  i n  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  n a t u r e ,  f o r  J e f f e r s o n  was 
a lw ay s  a  n a t u r e  l o v e r  who n e v e r  c e a s e d  to  re s p o n d  to  t h e  b e a u t i e s  o f  
f i e l d s ,  r i v e r s ,  and  m o u n ta in s .
4 8I b i d . ,  p .  19 .
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He a l s o  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  s t a t e ’ s c a s c a d e s  and  c a v e r n s ,  in c lu d in g
a  c a r e f u l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  N a tu r a l  B r id g e ,  to  w h ich  J e f f e r s o n  s e c u re d
t i t l e  i n  1774 and o v e r  w h ich  h e  e x u l t s :  "So b e a u t i f u l  a n  a r c h ,  so
e l e v a t e d ,  so  l i g h t ,  so  s p r in g in g  as i t  w e re  up t o  h e a v e n !  th e  r a p t u r e
49o f  t h e  s p e c t a t o r  i s  r e a l l y  i n d e s c r i b a b l e ! "
T hen fo llo w s  an  a c c o u n t o f  th e  m in e r a l  r e s o u r c e s - - l e a d ,  c o p p e r ,  
and  i r o n - - a n d  o f  c o a l ,  m a rb le ,  l im e s to n e  a n d , a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  some o f  
t h e  m o u n ta in s ,  s c h i s t  c o n t a in in g  im p re s s io n s  o f  s h e l l s .  H ere  J e f f e r s o n  
c o n s id e r s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  u n i v e r s a l  d e lu g e  h a v in g  o c c u r r e d  b u t  
r e j e c t s  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n .  A cco u n ts  o f  s a l t  d e p o s i t s ,  h o t  s p r i n g s ,  
and  o t h e r  m a t te r s  f o l lo w .
From  th e s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  he  t u r n s  to  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  p l a n t s ,  
f r u i t s ,  and  v e g e t a b l e s ,  c a t a lo g i n g  o v e r  e i g h ty  p l a n t  s p e c ie s  b y  b o th  
t h e i r  p o p u la r  and  s c i e n t i f i c  nam es, s e p a r a t i n g  th o s e  n a t i v e  to  th e  
s t a t e  fro m  th o s e  w h ic h  had  b e e n  in t r o d u c e d  from  a b ro a d .
T hen h e  t u r n s  to  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  a n im a l l i f e ,  so o n  in t r o d u c in g  
th e  c o n te n t io n s  o f  C oun t d e  B u ffo n  t h a t  a n im a ls  common to  b o th  t h e  o ld  
w o r ld  an d  th e  new a r e  s m a l l e r  i n  th e  new , t h a t  a n im a ls  p e c u l i a r  to  th e  
new w o r ld  a r e  s m a l l e r  th a n  th o s e  in d ig e n o u s  t o  t h e  o l d ,  t h a t  th o s e  
w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  d o m e s t ic a te d  i n  b o th  h a v e  d e g e n e r a te d  in  A m eric a , 
and  t h a t  A m erica  h a s  few er s p e c ie s  o f  a n im a ls  th a n  h a s  E u ro p e . J e f f e r ­
so n  s e t s  o u t  to  r e f u t e  B u f f o n 's  c o n c lu s io n s ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  " o u r  o n ly  
a p p e a l  on su c h  q u e s t io n s  i s  e x p e r i e n c e . " - ^  As e v id e n c e ,  h e  p r e s e n t s
^ I b i d . , p . 2 5 .
^ I b i d . , p .  4 7 .
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a le n g th y  s t a t i s t i c a l  t a b l e  com paring  th e  w e ig h ts  o f  E uropean  and  
A m erican  a n im a ls ,  s u c c e s s f u l l y  d e m o n s tra t in g  B u f f o n 's  e r r o r ,  a l th o u g h  
J e f f e r s o n  h im s e l f  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  " t h e r e  i s  no u n ifo rm  d i f f e r e n c e  in
51f a v o r  o f  e i t h e r "  th e  o ld  w o r ld  o r  th e  new , "w h ich  i s  a l l  I  p r e t e n d ."
He c d l l s  to  h i s  s u p p o r t  a c c o u n ts  o f  A m erican  a n im a ls ,  w ild  and
d o m e s t ic ,  w h ic h  h a v e  a t t a i n e d  g r e a t  w e ig h t ,  and i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  B u f fo n 's
c o n c lu s io n s  a r e  b a s e d  upon s p e c u la t i o n  r a t h e r  th a n  upon e m p i r ic a l
o b s e r v a t io n ,  p o in t in g  o u t t h a t  th e  F re n c h  s c i e n t i s t  h as  n o t  "m easu red ,
w e ig h e d , o r  s e e n "  th e  a n im a ls  o f  A m erica .
J e f f e r s o n  p u rsu e d  f o r  many y e a r s  h i s  p r o j e c t  o f  d is p r o v in g
B u ffo n * s  c o n te n t io n s  s in c e  th e y  had  h a d  su c h  in f l u e n c e  i n  E u ro p e . He
a sk e d  h i s  e x p l o r e r  f r i e n d  Thomas W alk er t o  sen d  him  th e  h e a v i e s t  w e ig h ts
o f  A m erican  a n im a ls  t h a t  h e  knew , " fro m  th e  m ouse to  th e  mammoth," th e
l a t t e r  a  c r e a t u r e  J e f f e r s o n  w as c o n v in c e d  m ust s t i l l  e x i s t  i n  t h e
52A m erican  w i l d e r n e s s . He s o u g h t t h e  m o st p r e c i s e  and  d e t a i l e d  i n f o r ­
m a tio n  i n  h i s  e f f o r t s  to  r e f u t e  B u ffo n , a t  l a s t  h a v in g  Jo h n  S u l l i v a n  
o f  New H am psh ire  fo rw ard  to  h im  i n  F ra n c e  th e  l a r g e s t  moose h e  c o u ld  
s e c u r e ,  a  p r o j e c t  w h ich , u n d e r ta k e n  a s  i t  was i n  w i n t e r ,  p ro v e d  to  
b e  o ne  o f  trem en d o u s d i f f i c u l t i e s .  H ow ever, w hen th e  moose re a c h e d
J e f f e r s o n  he  p r e s e n te d  i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e  e v id e n c e  to  B u ffo n , who s to o d
53c o r r e c t e d  and c h a g r in e d .
B u ffo n * s  d e n i g r a t i o n  o f  A m erican  a n im a ls  was s e r io u s  enough ,
^ ^ I b i d . , p .  4 9 .
^^M alone, J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n , p .  37 6 .
-*% artin , o p . c i t . , pp. 1 8 3 -8 6 .
89
b u t  h i s  a s s e r t i o n s  r e g a r d in g  th e  A m erican  I n d ia n s  w ere  e v e n  more
s h o c k in g  to  J e f f e r s o n ,  w hose  i n t e r e s t  i n  I n d ia n s ,  from  h i s  boyhood o n ,
m ade him  b o th  a  s tu d e n t  and  a  f r i e n d  o f  th e  Red Man, and r e s u l t e d  i n
h i s  b e in g  c a l l e d  th e  f i r s t  & n e rican  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t . ^  The A m erican
" s a v a g e ,"  B u ffo n  s a i d ,  " i s  f e e b l e  . . . l e s s  s t r o n g  in  body  . . . l e s s
s e n s i t i v e  . . . m ore t im id  and  c o w a rd ly ; h e  h a s  no v i v a c i t y  o f
m ind  . . . .  T h e i r  h e a r t  i s  ic y ,  t h e i r  s o c i e t y  c o ld ,  and t h e i r  r u l e  
55h a r s h . "  " B u f fo n 1s f a n t a s i e s  w ere  r e f l e c t e d  an d  e l a b o r a te d  upon
in  t h e  work o f  num erous fo l lo w e r s  an d  p o p u l a r i z e r s , "  su c h  a s
C o r n e i l l e  De Pauw and t h e  Abbe R a y n a l. De Pauw r e p o r te d  t h a t  many
a r e a s  o f  A m erica  w ere  c o v e re d  w i th  p u t r i d  and  d e a d ly  w a te r s ,  t h a t
f r o g s  h ad  b e e n  d is c o v e re d  i n  L o u is ia n a  w e ig h in g  t h i r t y - s e v e n  pounds w h ich
b e l lo w e d  l i k e  c a l v e s ,  and  t h a t  A m erica  was so  c o ld  t h a t  t h e  g round  i n
56I l l i n o i s  was o f t e n  f r o z e n  to  a  d e p th  o f  t h i r t y  f e e t .  J e f f e r s o n 's  
r e f u t a t i o n s  o f  su ch  a s s e r t i o n s  c o m p rise  an  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f  th e  
e a r l y  s e c t i o n s  o f  th e  N o te s  on th e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a . The v iew s he 
e x p r e s s e d  on th e  A m erican  I n d ia n  w i l l  b e  c o n s id e re d  l a t e r  i n  t h i s  
d i s s e r t a t i o n .
J e f f e r s o n  to o k  p a r t i c u l a r  um brage a t  t h e  Abb£ R a y n a l 's  s t a t e ­
m en t t h a t  A m erica  had  n o t  y e t  p ro d u c e d  "one good p o e t ,  o ne  a b le
^ T b i d . , p .  x .  S ee  a l s o  A le x a n d e r  F .  C h a m b e rla in , "Thomas 
J e f f e r s o n 's  E th n o lo g ic a l  O p in io n s  an d  A c t i v i t i e s , "  A m erican  A n th ro ­
p o l o g i s t ,  New S e r i e s ,  IX ( J u ly ,  1 9 0 7 ) , 4 9 9 -5 0 9 .
55pe d en , p p . 5 8 -5 9 .
^^Martin, o p . c i t . , p . 160.
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m a th e m a tic ia n ,  one man o f  g e n iu s  i n  a  s i n g l e  a r t  o r  a  s i n g l e  
57s c i e n c e . '  T h e se  a l l e g a t i o n s  J e f f e r s o n  c o n s id e re d  i n s u f f e r a b l e .
He c la im e d  no g r e a t  p o e t  f o r  A m eric a , n o r  d id  he  c l a im  a  g r e a t
m a th e m a tic ia n .  B u t a s  f a r  a s  o t h e r  a r t s  and  s c ie n c e s  a r e  c o n c e rn e d ,
i n  w a r f a r e  A m erica  h ad  p ro d u c e d  a  W a sh in g to n , i n  p h y s ic s  a F r a n k l i n ,
and  i n  a s tro n o m y  a  R i t t e n h o u s e ,  who b y  m eans o f  h i s  o r r e r y  had
a p p ro a c h e d  n e a r e r  h i s  "M aker th a n  any  o t h e r  man who h a s  l i v e d  fro m
58th e  c r e a t i o n  to  t h i s  d a y ."  T h en , h a v in g  d is p o s e d  o f  th e s e  a c c u s a ­
t i o n s ,  J e f f e r s o n  p ro c e e d e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  b i r d l i f e  o f  A m erica , c a t a ­
lo g in g  n i n e t y - f o u r  s p e c ie s  b y  t h e i r  p o p u la r  and s c i e n t i f i c  nam es, 
in c lu d in g  th e  d e s ig n a t io n s  a s s ig n e d  to  them  by L in n a e u s  and b y
C a te s b y , a s  w e l l  a s  g iv in g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e f e r e n c e s  to  them , b y
59volum e a n d  page  num ber, i n  B u f f o n 's  H i s t o i r e  N a t u r e l l e . A b r i e f  
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  a l b in o  N egroes f o l lo w s ,  th e n  a  s h o r t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  f i s h  
and  i n s e c t s .
J e f f e r s o n  a l s o  d i s c u s s e s  c l i m a t e ,  u s in g  i n  p a r t  as  a  b a s i s  o f  
h i s  t r e a tm e n t  th e  " f i v e  y e a r s '  o b s e r v a t i o n s "  he h a d  "made i n  W ill ia m s  - 
b u rg h  and  i t s  n e ig h b o rh o o d ,"  from  w h ic h  h e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  t a b l e  show ­
in g  th e  a v e ra g e s  o f  r a i n f a l l ,  minimum an d  maximum te m p e r a tu r e s ,  and  
th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  w in d s ,  c a r e f u l l y  e x p la in in g  th e  m ethod  by  w h ich  h e  
a r r i v e d  a t  h i s  a v e r a g e s .  He com pares t h e  w inds a t  W ill ia m s b u rg  and  
M o n t ic e l l o ,  g iv e s  th e rm o m e te r  r e a d in g s  a t  v a r io u s  p la c e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,
-^ F e d e n , p .  64 . 
58I b i d . 
59I b i d . ,  p p .  6 6 -6 9 , 2 7 7 .
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r e c o u n ts  b a r o m e tr ic  p r e s s u r e s ,  and  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  phenom enon o f  warm
a i r - p o c k e t s .  H is  o b s e r v a t io n s  and  d i s c u s s io n s  " g iv e  h im  a  ra n k  in
60m e te o ro lo g y  above  t h a t  o f  th e  a m a te u r ."  H is  rem ark s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  
e f f e c t s  o f  c o ld  upon p l a n t s  may b e  ta k e n  a s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  h i s  s c i e n ­
t i f i c  a p p ro a c h , show ing h i s  r e l u c t a n c e  to  draw  u n w a rra n te d  c o n c lu s io n s  
from  i n s u f f i c i e n t  f a c t s .  " I  do n o t  know ," h e  s a y s ,  " t h a t  th e  w an t o f  
lo n g  m oss, r e e d ,  m y r t l e ,  swamp l a u r e l ,  h o l l y  and  c y p re s s  i n  th e  u p p e r
c o u n t ry ,  p ro c e e d s  from  a  g r e a t e r  d e g re e  o f  c o ld ,  n o r  t h a t  th e y  w ere
61e v e r  k i l l e d  w i th  any  d e g re e  o f  c o ld  in  th e  lo w er c o u n t r y ."
I n  h i s  N o tes  on th e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a , J e f f e r s o n  made s i g n i f i ­
c a n t  s c i e n t i f i c  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  g e o lo g y , m e te o ro lo g y , 
g e o g ra p h y , b o ta n y ,  and  p l a n t  p h y s io lo g y .  He a l s o  a p p l ie d  h i s  s c i e n ­
t i f i c  a p p ro a c h  to  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  m a t t e r s ,  as w i l l  b e  d e m o n s tra te d  
i n  th e  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w h ich  fo l lo w .
As S i r  I s a i a h  B e r l in  h a s  p o in te d  o u t ,  men o f  th e  E n l ig h te n ­
m ent b e l i e v e d  t h a t  human b e h a v io r  was s u b j e c t  t o  n a t u r a l  law s s i m i l a r
to  th o s e  o b ta in in g  i n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w o r ld ,  and th u s  t h a t  th e y  c o u ld
62d e v e lo p  " a  s c ie n c e  o f  r a t i o n a l  s o c io lo g y ."  J e f f e r s o n  s h a re d  in  
t h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  s c i e n c e - - o r  " p h i lo s o p h y ,"  a s  h e  o f t e n  c a l l e d  i t - -  
h e ld  th e  k e y  to  know ledge o f  s o c i e t y ,  and  t h i s  o u t lo o k ,  c o u p le d  
w i th  h i s  r e f o r m i s t ,  h u m a n i ta r ia n ,  and  u t i l i t a r i a n  p r o c l i v i t i e s ,  
m o t iv a te d  much o f  h i s  l i f e  and th o u g h t ,  a s  we h ave  s e e n ;  i t  a l s o
^ B ro w n e , o £ . c j t . , 3 7 6 -7 7 .
^ I b i d . , p .  37 7 , c i t i n g  Lipscom b and B erg h , I I ,  114.
^ B e r l i n ,  oj>. c i t . , p .  2 7 .
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p e rm e a te d  t h e  m a jo r  p a r t  o f  h i s  N o te s  on th e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a , th e
bo o k  w h ic h  w as p r i n c i p a l l y  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c
63r e p u t a t i o n  a t  home and a b ro a d .
" J e f f e r s o n  was l e s s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  t h e  im p e r f e c t io n  o f  i n s t i -
54
t u t i o n s  th a n  w i th  th e  p r i o r  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  human n a t u r e . "  He saw
human b e in g s  a s  n a t u r a l l y  p r e d a t o r y ,  g iv e n  to  e x p l o i t i n g  one a n o t h e r .
F rom  P a r i s  h e  w ro te  i n  1787 o f  t h e  A m erican  p e o p le :  " I f  o nce  th e y
becam e i n a t t e n t i v e  to  t h e  p u b l i c  a f f a i r s ,  you and  I ,  and  C o n g ress
an d  A s s e m b lie s ,  Ju d g e s  an d  G o v e rn o rs , s h a l l  a l l  becom e w o lv e s .  I t
65seem s to  b e  t h e  law  o f  o u r  g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  . . . ."  He so u g h t 
g e n e r a l  law s o f  human b e h a v io r ,  and  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  th e  p e o p le  th em ­
s e l v e s  m ust b e  e n l ig h te n e d  so  t h a t  th e y  m ig h t a t t a i n  t h e  good 
s o c i e t y .  To J e f f e r s o n  t h i s  human p r o p e n s i t y  t o  e x p l o i t  and  d o m in a te  
h i s  f e l lo w s  w as an  i n s t i n c t ,  a  f a t a l  f la w  i n  t h e  s p e c i e s .  Man i n  
s o c i e t y  was t h e r e f o r e  t h e  fo c u s  o f  h i s  c o n c e rn .  "O n ly  s e c o n d a r i l y  
d id  h e  come to  th e  p ro b le m  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  h e  was s e e k in g  th e
s c i e n c e  o f  s o c i e t y - - t h e  s o c i e t y  w h ic h  e x i s t e d  b e f o r e  g o v ern m en t and
66w h ic h  w ou ld  o u t l i v e  g o v e rn m e n ts ."  H um anity  h e  d iv id e d  i n t o  w o lv es  
an d  s h e e p - - a  v iew  r e i n f o r c e d  b y  h i s  E u ro p ean  o b s e r v a t io n s - - a n d  t h e r e ­
f o r e  h e ld  t h a t  th e  b e s t  fo rm  o f  g o v ern m en t w as one w h ic h  was " to o  
w eak  t o  a i d  t h e  w o lv e s ,  y e t  s t r o n g  enough  to  p r o t e c t  t h e  s h e e p ."  T h a t
^ ^ M a r t in ,  o £ . c i t . ,  p .  2 5 7 .
^ B o o r s t i n ,  T he L o s t  W orld  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , p .  177 .
®^Lipscomb and  B e rg h , V I , 5 8 .
^ B o o r s t i n ,  The L o s t  World o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , p .  177.
e a c h  man m ig h t be  f r e e  from  e x p l o i t a t i o n  b y  h i s  f e l lo w s  w as t h e
e s s e n c e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  l i b e r t y ,  and  to  i n s u r e  s u c h  l i b e r t y  w as t h e  t r u e
p u rp o s e  o f  g o v ern m en t so  t h a t  men m ig h t l i v e  t h e  good l i f e  t o g e t h e r  
67i n  s o c i e t y .  J e f f e r s o n 's  s e a r c h  f o r  a  s c i e n c e  o f  s o c i e t y  w as b a s e d
upon  r e a s o n  and  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  c o n d u c te d  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  
t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  m e th o d .
Many o f  t h e  s o c i a l  and  c u l t u r a l  m a t t e r s  w h ich  J e f f e r s o n  d i s ­
c u s s e d  i n  t h e  N o tes  on  V i r g i n i a  in v o lv e d  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  and  th e  pow er s t r u c t u r e  o f  h i s  d a y . "By i t s  v e r y  n a t u r e ,
t h e n ,  t h i s  w ork  w as d e s t i n e d  to  becom e a  s u b j e c t  o f  f r e q u e n t l y  v i o l e n t  
68c o n t r o v e r s y . "  D u rin g  th e  p e r io d  w hen J e f f e r s o n  was la y in g  th e
f o u n d a t io n s  o f  th e  R e p u b lic a n  p a r t y ,  " h i s  F e d e r a l i s t  o p p o n e n ts  s e i z e d
upon  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  p a s s a g e s  i n  t h e  N o tes  w i th  w h ic h  to  p la g u e  h im  and
69t o  a t te m p t  t o  d i s c r e d i t  h i s  f o l l o w e r s . "  T he a t t a c k s  on J e f f e r s o n  
r e a c h e d  a  f lo o d  t i d e  d u r in g  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  cam paigns o f  1800 and 
1804 , and  h i s  o p p o n e n ts  fo u n d  much o f  t h e i r  " p o l i t i c a l  am m u n itio n "  i n  
t h e  N o tes  on  V i r g i n i a . " D e t a i l  a f t e r  d e t a i l  . . . was p a ra d e d  b e f o r e  
t h e  h o r r i f i e d  s c r u t i n y  o f  t h e  n a iv e  and  th e  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s ;  i n c i d e n t  
a f t e r  i n c i d e n t  was w ren ch ed  from  i t s  c o n te x t  and d i s t o r t e d  to  s e r v e  
a s  p a r t i s a n  p r o p a g a n d a . H e  was a c c u se d  o f  b e in g  a  " h o w lin g  
a t h i e s t "  and  a  " c o n f irm e d  i n f i d e l , "  and o f  s e e k in g  t o  u n d e rm in e  th e
67I b i d . ,  p .  190 .
68P e d e n , p .  x x i i i .
c q
I b i d . , p p . x x i i i - x x i v .
7^I b i d . , p .  x i v .
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B ib le .  O th e rs  c a l l e d  h im  a  t r a i t o r  t o  h i s  c l a s s ,  and some ev en
w h is p e r e d  t h a t  h i s  e x p r e s s e d  d i s a p p r o v a l  o£ s l a v e r y  m ig h t h a v e  a r i s e n
from  h i s  sym pathy  f o r  h i s  a l l e g e d  N eg ro  m i s t r e s s  and  m u la t to  o f f -  
71s p r i n g .  T h is  cam paign  o f  v i l i f i c a t i o n  was t o  c o n t in u e  i n t o  t h e  l a t e
72n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y .  S u c h  w ere  som e o f  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's
N o tes  o n  th e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a ; th e y  l e d  him  to  la m e n t i n  o n e  o f  h i s
l e t t e r s :  "Ol t h a t  m ine enem y w ould  w r i t e  a  book  I h a s  b e e n  a  w e l l
known p r a y e r  a g a i n s t  an  enem y. I  h a d  w r i t t e n  a  b o o k , and  i t  h a s
73
f u r n i s h e d  m a t t e r  o f  a b u s e  f o r  w an t o f  so m eth in g  b e t t e r . "
T he N o tes  on t h e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a  was p r i m a r i l y  a  w ork  o f
s c i e n t i f i c  o r i e n t a t i o n .  I t  was a l s o  a n  e x p r e s s io n  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's
c o n s id e r e d  th o u g h ts  and  o p in io n s  an d  r e v e a le d  h i s  s t r o n g  r e f o r m i s t
t e n d e n c i e s .  Some o f  h i s  s u g g e s t io n s  f o r  change a t  l a s t  b o r e  f r u i t ,
and t h e  im p a c t o f  h i s  th o u g h t s  and p r o p o s a ls  w as f e l t  th r o u g h o u t  th e
la n d .  A l l  h i s  l i f e  h e  c o n t in u e d  t o  a d v o c a te  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l
c h a n g e s  and  a t  l a s t  h i s  f e l l o w  c i t i z e n s  gave h e e d  to  h i s  w o rd s ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e g a r d in g  t h e  r e f o r m a t io n s  he  a d v o c a te d  in  h i s  home s t a t e .
" V i r g i n i a n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  h a d  c a u se  t o  remember J e f f e r s o n , "  M e r r i l l
P e t e r s o n  s a y s ,  f o r  " h e  h a d  l e f t  h i s  m ark on th e  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  g o v e m -
74m e n t, t h e  c h u rc h , th e  a ca d em y ."  In d e e d ,  he  l e f t  h i s  m ark  on 
A m e ric a , "on  th e  le n g th  a n d  b r e a d th  o f  o u r l a n d ,  i n  o u r l e g i s l a t i v e
7 1 p e te r s o n ,  op., c i t . ,  p . 1 8 2 .
7 2 I b i d . ,  p .  2 2 9 .
7 % e d e n , p .  x x iv .
7 4 p e te r s o n ,  op .̂ c i t . , p . 1 3 0 .
95
75h a l l s ,  i n  o u r  s c h o o l s ,  and  in  t h e  m inds o f  o u r  p e o p le ,"  P ed en
a d d s . H is  N o tes  on th e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a  was n o t  o n ly  a  m a jo r
e x p r e s s io n  o f  h i s  th o u g h t ;  i t  w as a l s o  a  p o w e r fu l  i n f l u e n c e  on th e
th o u g h t s ,  h o p e s , and  a c t io n s  o f  h i s  f e l lo w  co u n try m e n .
O th e r  s u b j e c t s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r e s t  w h ic h  en g ag ed  J e f f e r s o n ’ s
a t t e n t i o n s  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  e n c o u n te r e d  i n  h i s  l e t t e r s .  F u r th e rm o re ,
h e  k e p t  c a r e f u l  r e c o r d s  o f  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  and  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  many o f
th e s e  i n  s t a t i s t i c a l  fo rm . He to o k  n o te s  and  made mem oranda on much
t h a t  h e  o b s e rv e d  and  e x p e r ie n c e d ,  an d  f e l t  i t  " t r u l y  u n f o r t u n a t e "  t h a t
so  few d id  s o ,  f o r  w i th o u t  su c h  n o te s  " h i s t o r y  becom es f a b l e  i n s t e a d  
7 6o f  f a c t . "  From h i s  n o te s  grew  h i s  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  M anual o f  P a r l i a ­
m e n ta ry  P r o c e d u r e . H is  G arden  B o o k ,^  begun  i n  1776 and  c o n t in u e d  
th e  r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  r e c o r d s  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  s e e d s ,  p l a n t s ,  g a rd e n in g ,,
and  f a rm in g .  H is  A cco u n t Books h e  k e p t  from  1767 u n t i l  h i s  d e a th ,
78and  h i s  W e a th e r  Memorandum Book fro m  1776 to  1 8 2 0 . H is  ra n g e  o f
i n t e r e s t s  w as l i t t l e  s h o r t  o f  a s to u n d in g  and h i s  d i v e r s i t y  o f
a c t i v i t i e s  a lm o s t  i n c r e d i b l e .
I n  h i s  own d ay  he  e n jo y e d  h ig h  " r e p u te  b o th  a s  a  s ta te s m a n  o f
b ro a d  c u l t u r e  and  a s  a  s c i e n t i s t ,  who a p p l ie d  'p h i l o s o p h y ' f o r  th e
79good o f  h i s  n a t i v e  c o u n t ry  and t h e  g e n e r a l  hum an w e l f a r e . "
75pe den , p . x x v .
7 ^ M a r tin , oj>. c i t . ,  p .  19 .
^ S e e  Thomas J e f f e r s o n 's  G arden  B ook, e d .  Edwin M. B e t t s  
( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  A m erican  P h i lo s o p h i c a l  S o c ie ty ,  1 9 4 4 ).
7® M artin , o p . c i t . , p .  19 .
7 ^ i b i d . , p .  241 .
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J e f f e r s o n  n e v e r  f a i l e d  t o  ack n o w led g e  t h a t  i n  s c ie n c e  h e  was 
" a n  a m a te u r ."  C e r t a i n l y  h e  w as a  man who lo v e d  s c ie n c e  a n d , h ad  h e  
n o t  s p e n t  th e  m a jo r  p a r t  o f  h i s  tim e  an d  e n e rg y  i n  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e ,  
o ne  who m ig h t h a v e  a t t a i n e d  g r e a t e r  a c c o m p lish m e n ts  i n  i t .  H is  
g r e a t e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  s c ie n c e  l a y  i n  h i s  i n s i s t e n c e  upon  freed o m  
f o r  s c i e n t i s t s  and  s c i e n t i f i c  e n d e a v o r s ,  i n  h i s  em p h asis  upon o b j e c t i v ­
i t y  and  th e  a c c u m u la t io n  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  d a t a  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  c o n c lu s io n s  
r a t h e r  th a n  a  p r i o r i  a p p r o a c h e s . "A p a t i e n t  p u r s u i t  o f  f a c t s  and  
c a u t io u s  c o m b in a tio n  and  c o m p a r iso n  o f  them  i s  th e  d ru d g e ry  to  w h ic h
80man i s  s u b je c t e d  b y  h i s  M ak er, i f  h e  w is h e s  t o  a t t a i n  s u r e  k n o w le d g e ,"  
h e  s a i d .  And, p e rh a p s  ab o v e  a l l ,  h i s  h u m a n i ta r ia n  d e s i r e  t h a t  s c i e n ­
t i f i c  p r o g r e s s  b e  u t i l i z e d  to  p ro m o te  human h a p p in e s s ,  h i s  a t te m p ts  
t o  e n l a r g e  s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w led g e  and  p ro m o te  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h - -  
t h e s e  w e re  h i s  g r e a t e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  s c i e n c e .
As M e r r i l l  P e te r s o n  s a y s ,
M ore im p o r ta n t  th a n  a n y th in g  o r  e v e r y th in g  J e f f e r s o n  
d id  a s  a  s c i e n t i s t  was h i s  c r e a t i o n  a s  a  s ta te s m a n  o f  a  
f a v o r a b le  c l im a t e  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o g r e s s .  T he c o n n e c t io n  
h e  made b e tw e e n  k n o w led g e  and  h u m a n i ta r i a n  p u r p o s e ,  th e  
freed o m  o f  i n q u i r y  g a in e d  b y  h i s  w orks f o r  fre e d o m , th e  
e n c o u ra g e m e n t and  p r e s t i g e  h e  g a v e  to  s c i e n t i f i c  e n d e a v o r  
a s  a  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  ( t h e  A m erican  P h i lo s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ) , 
p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l  ( t h e  P a t e n t s  O f f i c e ,  th e  C o a s ta l  S u rv e y , 
t h e  N av a l O b s e r v a to r y ) ,  and  e d u c a t io n  ( th e  c u r r ic u lu m  o f  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ) - - t h i s  s ta te s m a n s h ip  o f  s c ie n c e  
a d d r e s s e d  t h e  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e  and  a s s u r e d  h i s  fam e, i f  n o t  
a s  a  s c i e n t i s t ,  th e n  a s  th e  s c i e n c e s '  b e s t  s e r v a n t  and  
a d v o c a te .
SONock, 0£ .  c i t . , p .  8 8 . 
S l p e t e r s o n ,  o £ . c i t . , p .  4 0 5 .
CHAPTER IV
ON DEMOGRAPHY AND ECOLOGY
I n  th e  N o te s  on V i r g i n i a  J e f f e r s o n  p r e s e n te d  a  s t a t i s t i c a l  
a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  V i r g in i a  fro m  i t s  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  1607 to
1
1782 , th e  y e a r  i n  w h ich  h e  was c o m p ilin g  th e  in f o r m a t io n  f o r  t h i s  b o o k .
He w as c a r e f u l  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw ee n  f i g u r e s  i n d i c a t i n g  th e  e n t i r e
p o p u la t io n ,  and  th o s e  i n d i c a t i n g  t y t h e s  o n ly ,  t h a t  i s ,  f r e e  w h i te  m a le s
and b o th  m a le  and  fe m a le  s l a v e s  o v e r ag e  s i x t e e n .  J e f f e r s o n  p o in t e d
o u t t h a t  th e  two f i g u r e s  as  r e p o r t e d  w e re  n o t  c o m p a ra b le , b u t  t h a t  t h e s e
f i g u r e s ,  a lo n g  w i th  o th e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  " w i l l  e n a b le  u s  to  c a l c u l a t e ,
w i th  a  c o n s id e r a b le  d e g re e  o f  p r e c i s i o n ,  th e  r a t e  a t  w h ich  we h av e  i n -  
2c r e a s e d , "  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s in c e  1654 , th e  y e a r  i n  w h ich  th e  V i r g i n i a  
Company was d i s s o l v e d .  The ty t h e s  i n  t h a t  y e a r  w e re  7 ,2 0 9 , and  by 
1772 th e y  h ad  in c r e a s e d  to  1 5 3 ,0 0 0 . T h u s , th e  p o p u la t io n  d o u b le d  a p -  
p ro x im a te ly  e v e ry  tw e n ty -s e v e n  y e a r s ,  an d  on th e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  c a l c u ­
l a t i o n ,  J e f f e r s o n  p r e d i c t e d  a  p o p u la t io n  o f  "b e tw e e n  s i x  and  se v e n  
m i l l i o n s  o f  i n h a b i t a n t s  w i t h i n  n i n e t y - f i v e  y e a r s , "  w h ich  w o u ld  b e  one
1
A b e rn e th y , p p . 8 0 -8 6 .
2
I b i d . ,  p .  8 1 .
3
T h is  i s  r e m in is c e n t  o f  B en jam in  F r a n k l i n 's  rem a rk  t h a t  th e  
A m erican  p o p u la t io n  d o u b le d  a b o u t  e v e ry  tw e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s ,  a  s ta t e m e n t  
w h ich  h e lp e d  i n s p i r e  th e  M a l th u s ia n  t h e o r y .  See Don M a r t in d a le ,  The 
N a tu re  and  Types o f  S o c io l o g ic a l  T heory  (B o s to n : H o u g h to n , M i f f l i n
Company, 1 9 6 0 ) , p p . 1 4 4 -4 6 .
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h u n d re d  i n h a b i t a n t s  p e r  s q u a re  m i l e ,  a  p o p u la t io n  d e n s i t y  s i m i l a r  to  
t h a t  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s  i n  J e f f e r s o n 's  d a y .
He e s t im a te d  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  o f  th e  s t a t e  i n  1782 a t  
5 6 7 ,6 1 4 . The c e n su s  upon  w h ich  h e  b a s e d  h i s  c a l c u l a t i o n s  was n o t  com­
p l e t e ,  g iv in g  no f i g u r e s  f o r  e i g h t  o f  th e  c o u n t i e s ;  h o w ev e r, t h i s  c e n ­
su s  e n a b le d  h im  to  p r o j e c t  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  from  t h a t  r e p o r t e d ,  
w h ich  in c lu d e d  5 3 ,2 8 9  f r e e  m a les  o v e r  tw e n ty -o n e ,  2 1 1 ,6 9 8  s l a v e s  o f
a l l  ag e s  and  b o th  s e x e s ,  and  2 3 ,7 6 6  n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i n  th e  r e t u r n s
4
" b u t  s a id  to  b e  t y t h e a b l e  s l a v e s . "  To c a l c u l a t e  t h e  num ber o f  s la v e s  
w h ich  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  2 3 ,7 6 6  " t y t h e a b l e s  
h e  c o n s u l t e d  " a  fo rm er c e n s u s ,"  w h ich  in d i c a t e d  t h a t  " th e  num bers o f  
s l a v e s  above  an d  b e low  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  o f  ag e  w e re  e q u a l .  The d o u b le  
o f  t h i s  n u m ber, t h e r e f o r e ,  to  w i t ,  4 7 ,5 3 2  m u st b e  ad d ed  to  2 1 1 ,6 9 8 ,"  
g iv in g  a  t o t a l  o f  2 5 9 ,2 3 0  s la v e s  o f  a l l  a g e s  and  s e x e s .
To f i n d  th e  num ber o f  f r e e  i n h a b i t a n t s  we m ust r e p e a t  
th e  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  th o s e  ab o v e  and b e lo w  s i x t e e n  a r e  n e a r l y  
e q u a l .  B u t as  th e  num ber 5 3 ,2 8 9  o m its  th e  m a les  b e low  s i x ­
te e n  and  tw e n ty -o n e ,  we m ust s u p p ly  them  from  c o n j e c t u r e .  On 
a  fo rm e r e x p e r im e n t i t  h ad  a p p e a re d  t h a t  a b o u t o n e - t h i r d  o f  
o u r  m i l i t i a ,  t h a t  i s ,  o f  th e  m a le s  b e tw e e n  s i x t e e n  and  f i f t y ,  
w ere  u n m a r r ie d .  Knowing how e a r l y  m a r r ia g e  ta k e s  p la c e  h e r e ,  
we s h a l l  n o t  b e  f a r  w rong i n  su p p o s in g  t h a t  th e  u n m a rr ie d  p a r t  
o f  o u r m i l i t i a  a r e  th o s e  b e tw ee n  s i x t e e n  and  tw e n ty -o n e  . . . .
B u t a s  men above f i f t y  w ere  n o t  in c lu d e d  i n  th e  m i l i t i a ,  we 
w i l l  su p p o se  th e  u n m a rr ie d ,  o r  th o s e  b e tw e e n  s i x t e e n  and  tw e n ty -  
one to  b e  o n e - f o u r th  o f  th e  w h o le  num ber above s i x t e e n ,  th e n  
we h a v e  th e  f o l lo w in g  c a l c u l a t i o n s :
J e f f e r s o n  showed th e  1782 c e n su s  a s  a l s o  e n u m e ra tin g  1 9 5 ,4 3 9  
h o r s e s ,  6 0 9 ,7 3 4  c a t t l e ,  5 ,1 2 6  " w h e e ls  o f  r i d i n g - c a r r i a g e s ,"  and  191 
ta v e r n s  (fro m  w h ich  h e  m ighi: h a v e  c a l c u l a t e d ,  b u t  d id  n o t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  
was one t a v e r n  f o r  a p p ro x im a te ly  e v e ry  274 f r e e  m a le s  o v e r  tw e n ty -o n e .)a
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5 2 ,2 8 9  f r e e  m a le s  abo v e  tw e n ty -o n e  y e a r s  o f  a g e .
1 7 ,7 6 3  f r e e  m a le s  b e tw e e n  s i x t e e n  and  tw e n ty -o n e .
1 7 ,0 5 2  f r e e  m a le s  u n d e r  s i x t e e n .
14 2 ,1 0 4  f r e e  fe m a le s  o f  a l l  a g e s .
2 8 4 ,2 0 8  f r e e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  a l l  a g e s .
2 5 9 ,2 3 0  s l a v e s  o f  a l l  a g e s .
5 4 3 ,4 3 8  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  e x c l u s i v e  o f  t h e  e i g h t  c o u n t ie s  from  
w h ic h  w e re  no  r e t u r n s . I n  th e s e  e i g h t  c o u n t i e s  i n  t h e  y e a r s  
1779 and 1 7 8 0 , w ere  3 ,1 6 1  m i l i t i a .  S ay  th e n ,
3 .1 6 1  f r e e  m a les  ab o v e  t h e  ag e  o f  s i x t e e n .  '*
3 .1 6 1  f r e e  m a les  u n d e r  s i x t e e n .
6 ,3 2 2  f r e e  f e m a le s .
1 2 ,6 4 4  f r e e  i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  t h e s e  e i g h t  c o u n t i e s .  To 
f i n d  th e  num ber o f  s l a v e s ,  s a y  a s  2 8 4 ,2 0 8  t o  2 5 9 ,2 3 0 , so  i s  
1 2 ,6 4 4  to  1 1 ,3 5 2 . A d d in g  th e  t h i r d  o f  th e s e  num bers t o  th e  
f i r s t ,  and  t h e  f o u r t h  t o  th e  s e c o n d , we h av e
2 9 6 ,8 5 2  f r e e  i n h a b i t a n t s .
2 7 0 ,7 6 2  s l a v e s .
5 6 7 ,6 1 4  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  e v e ry  a g e ,  s e x  and  c o n d i t i o n .  But 
2 9 6 ,8 5 2 ,  t h e  num ber o f  f r e e  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  a r e  to  2 7 0 ,7 6 2 , th e  
num ber o f  s l a v e s ,  n e a r l y  a s  11 to  1 0 .5
Thus d id  J e f f e r s o n  d e p i c t  t h e  d em o g ra p h ic  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  V ir ­
g i n i a  i n  1782, i n  a  c l e a r  and  s u c c i n c t  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  H is  s t a t i s t i c a l  
c o m p u ta tio n s  r e v e a l  a  d e g r e e  o f  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  w h ic h  some w i l l  no 
d o u b t f i n d  s u r p r i s i n g ,  and  h i s  p r o j e c t i o n s  a r e  m ade w i th  c a r e  and 
due d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  th e  v a r i a b l e s  t o  b e  c o n s id e r e d .  H e re , a s  e l s e ­
w h e re ,  h e  d e m o n s tra te d  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  a p p ro a c h  i n  d e a l in g  w i th  s o c i a l  
f a c t s .
J e f f e r s o n  was c o n c e rn e d  w i th  b o th  d e m o g ra p h ic  and  e c o lo g ic a l  
m a t t e r s  and  t h e i r  i m p l i c a t i o n s .  As B o o r s t in  p o i n t s  o u t ,  " I n  A m erica 
no l e s s  th a n  e ls e w h e re  m a n 's  i n s t i n c t  to  e x p l o i t  and  d o m in a te  h is  
f e l lo w s  h ad  t o  b e  th e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  o f  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e , "  f o r ,  as 
J e f f e r s o n  s a i d ,  "m ank ind  s o o n  l e a r n  to  make i n t e r e s t e d  u s e s  o f  ev e ry
^ A b e m e th y , p p . 8 4 -8 5 .
^The L o s t  W orld  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , p .  1 7 8 .
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r i g h t  an d  power w h ich  th e y  p o s s e s s  o r  may assum e . . . .  Human n a tu r e  
i s  t h e  same on e v e r y  s id e  o f  th e  A t l a n t i c ,  and w i l l  a l i k e  be  in f lu e n c e d  
by t h e  same c a u s e s . " ^  J e f f e r s o n  saw e n v iro n m e n t a s  a  c r u c i a l  e le m e n t 
in  a t t a i n i n g  s o c i a l  harmony an d  th e  h a p p in e s s  o f  m an k in d . The f i t n e s s  
o f  t h e  e n v iro n m e n t f o r  th e  h e a l t h  and w e l f a r e  o f  th e  human s p e c ie s  was 
a  d e c i s i v e  f a c t o r ,  f o r  he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  s o c i a l  s t r u g g l e  
was p r i m a r i l y  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c o n te s t  b e tw e e n  man and  th e  e n v iro n m e n t. 
The h e a l t h  o f  t h e  body and t h e  h e a l th  o f  s o c i e t y  w ere  p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e ­
l a t e d ,  and  when e n v iro n m e n ta l  c o n d i t io n s  e n a b le d  men to  grow v ig o r o u s ,  
s o c i e t y  was p ro s p e ro u s  and th e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  was p resum ed  to  b e  n a t u r a l  
and m o r a l .  The m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  and le n g th e n in g  o f  human l i f e  w ere  s ig n s  
o f  h e a l t h ,  and w h a te v e r  s o c i a l  and e n v iro n m e n ta l  c o n d i t io n s  p ro d u ced  
th e s e  r e s u l t s  h a d  th e  a p p ro v a l  o f  th e  C r e a to r .  J e f f e r s o n  and h i s  
f o l l o w e r s  d id  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  a f f i r m  t h a t  a  r e p u b l i c a n  form  o f  g o v e rn ­
m ent p ro d u ced  h e a l t h f u l  e f f e c t s ;  th u s ,  dem ography and e c o lo g y  becam e
O
e le m e n ts  o f  J e f f e r s o n i a n  p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h y .
Even " t h e  c o n s p ir a c y  o f  th e  few  a g a i n s t  th e  many . . . h ad
9
b een  d e s ig n e d  to  s e c u re  a  dem ograph ic  e q u i l ib r i u m ;"  th u s ,  ev en  man’ s 
p r e d a t o r y  i n s t i n c t  se rv e d  a  p u rp o s e . T h i s ,  how ev er, d id  n o t  s i g n i f y  
t h a t  t h e  C re a to r  approved  o f  th e  p r e d a t o r .  J e f f e r s o n  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  
th e  few  who w ere  to  p ro v id e  le a d e r s h ip  f o r  th e  many sh o u ld  be “ an  
a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  v i r t u e  and t a l e n t s , "  a s  h e  w ro te  Jo h n  Adams, " th e  m ost
''i b i d . , p p .  178 -79 .
8I b i d . , p p . 180 -85 . 
^ I b i d . , p .  180.
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p r e c io u s  g i f t  o f  n a t u r e ,  f o r  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  t r u s t s ,  an d  th e
10g o v ern m en t o f  s o c i e t y . "  The p e o p le ,  he  i n s i s t e d ,  w ere  c o m p e te n t 
f o r  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  th ro u g h  t h e i r  c h o ic e  o f  t h e s e  " n a t u r a l  a r i s t o -  
c r a s t "  t o  le a d  them .
J e f f e r s o n ,  w h i le  i n  P a r i s ,  o b s e rv e d  fro m  B u f f o n 's  m o r t a l i t y  
t a b l e s  a n a ly z in g  2 3 ,9 9 4  d e a th s  t h a t  o f  a l l  p e r s o n s  l i v i n g  a t  any  mo­
m en t, h a l f  w o u ld  be  dead  w i t h i n  tw e n ty - f o u r  y e a r s  and  e i g h t  m o n th s; 
and h e  c a l c u l a t e d  t h a t  by le a v in g  o u t  a l l  m in o rs  and  c o n s id e r in g  o n ly  
a d u l t s  ( th o s e  who h ad  th e  pow er to  a c t  f o r  s o c i e t y ) , o n e - h a l f  o f  th e  
v o t in g  p o p u la t io n  a l i v e  a t  any  g iv e n  moment w ou ld  b e  d e a d  w i th i n  
e i g h t e e n  y ea rs , an d  e i g h t  m o n th s . T h is  d em o g rap h ic  c o n c lu s io n  h ad  
trem en d o u s  p o l i t i c a l  im p l i c a t i o n s  i n  J e f f e r s o n 's  v ie w . To M adison  
he  w r o te ,  " th e  e a r t h  b e lo n g s  i n  u s u f r u c t  to  t h e  l i v i n g , a n d  s in c e  
eac h  g e n e r a t i o n  h ad  a  sp a n  o f  o n ly  a b o u t n i n e t e e n  y e a r s , none  h ad  a
r i g h t  " t o  c o n t r a c t  a  p u b l i c  d e b t  w h ich  c o u ld  n o t  b e  r e t i r e d  w i th i n  
12
t h a t  p e r i o d . "  In d e e d ,  a l l  p u b l i c  c o n t r a c t s ,  a l l  la w s , a l l  c o n s t i -
13t u t i o n s  sh o u ld  b e  v o id  w i t h i n  n i n e t e e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e i r  e n a c tm e n t;  
o th e r w is e ,  r e v o l u t i o n s  w ou ld  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r i d  th e  l i v i n g  o f  th e  
s h a c k le s  by w h ich  th e  d ead  h a d  s o u g h t t o  b in d  them . J e f f e r s o n  d e ­
c l a r e d  t h a t
n o  s o c i e t y  c a n  make a  p e r p e t u a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  o r  ev e n  a  p e r ­
p e t u a l  la w . The e a r t h  b e lo n g s  a lw ay s  to  th e  l i v i n g  . . . .
lOKoch and  P e d e n , p p . 6 3 2 -3 3 .
^ I b i d .  , p .  48 8 .
■^Lipscomb and B e rg h , X I I I ,  272 .
13 I b i d . , V I I ,  4 6 3 .
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The c o n s t i t u t i o n  an d  th e  law s o f  t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s  a r e  e x ­
t i n g u i s h e d  . . . w i th  th o s e  w hose w i l l  g av e  them  b e in g  . . . .
I f  i t  b e  e n f o r c e d  lo n g e r ,  i t  i s  an  a c t  o f  f o r c e ,  an d  n o t  o f  
r i g h t . 14
Such w ere  th e  im p l i c a t i o n s  o f  d em o g rap h ic  f a c t o r s  to  J e f f e r s o n .
The e c o l o g i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  men t o  t h e i r  e n v iro n m e n t i n  
A m erica  was su c h  a s  t o  g iv e  J e f f e r s o n  c a u se  f o r  o p tim ism . The la n d  
w h ich  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  l i v i n g  o f  h i s  g e n e r a t io n  was v a s t  and  f e r t i l e ,  
a  la n d  w h ere  e a c h  man c o u ld  p r o s p e r  from  h i s  own l a b o r s , so  lo n g  a s  
th e  s o c i a l  an d  p o l i t i c a l  e n v iro n m e n t w ere  a s  f a v o r a b le  a s  t h a t  w h ich  
n a t u r e  and  n a t u r e ' s  God h a s  p r o v id e d .
" J e f f e r s o n  c o u ld  n o t  r e s t r a i n  h im s e l f  from  v i s i o n s  o f  su c h  an  
'e m p i r e  f o r  l i b e r t y '  a s  h ad  n e v e r  b e e n  s e e n  s in c e  c re a tio n ." '* "" ’ H is  
v iew  was t h a t  e v e ry  man h ad  th e  r i g h t  to  a c q u i r e  and a c c u m u la te  p r o ­
p e r t y .  T h u s, h e  lo o k e d  to  th e  L o u is ia n a  P u rc h a s e  to  p r o v id e  a  v a s t  
t e r r i t o r y  o f  p o t e n t i a l  fa rm  la n d s  f o r  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a g r a r i a n  
c o m m u n itie s , t h e  s t r e n g t h  and h o p e  o f  A m erican  d em o cracy . He sp o k e  
o f  th e  W e s te rn  t e r r i t o r i e s  as  " t h a t  v a s t  and  f e r t i l e  c o u n t ry "  w h ich
th e  so n s  o f  i t s  s e t t l e r s  w ere  " d e s t i n e d  to  f i l l  w i th  a r t s ,  w i th  s c i e n c e ,
16
w i th  freed o m  an d  h a p p i n e s s . "  I n  1813 h e  w ro te  to  J o h n  Ja c o b  A s t o r ,  
whom h e  com pared  to  Colum bus an d  R a le ig h ,  t h a t  i n  th e  W est t h e r e  w ou ld  
a r i s e  a  " g r e a t ,  f r e e  and  in d e p e n d e n t em p ire  on t h a t  s i d e  o f  o u r  c o n t i ­
n e n t ,  and  t h a t  l i b e r t y  and  s e l f -g o v e rn m e n t  s p r e a d in g  from  t h a t  s i d e  a s  
w e l l  a s  t h i s  s i d e ,  w i l l  i n s u r e  t h e i r  c o m p le te  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o v e r  th e
14I b i d . ,  V I I ,  4 5 9 .
15B o o r s t i n ,  The L o s t  W orld  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , p .  231 . 
16L ipscom b an d  B erg h , X V III ,  160.
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w h o l e . S o  e a g e r  w as h e  t o  se e  th e  s p r e a d  o f  t h i s  em p ire  o f
l i b e r t y  t h a t  d u r in g  th e  War o f  1812 he  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  h o p e  f o r  th e
18c o n q u e s t  o f  C an ad a , an d  e v e n  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  S o u th  A m erica  m ig h t b e  
19a d d e d . To J e f f e r s o n  la n d  and  l i b e r t y  w e n t h an d  i n  h a n d , and  w h e r­
e v e r  t h e r e  w as p l e n t i f u l  a v a i l a b l e  l a n d ,  th e  f u tu r e  o f  l i b e r t y  w as 
b r i g h t .  The v i r t u e  an d  s t r e n g t h  o f  A m erica  la y  i n  t h e  a g r a r i a n  
p r o d u c e r s .
To Jo h n  Adams h e  w ro te  t h a t  t h e  o ld  w o rld  was crow ded an d
“ s te e p e d  i n  t h e  v ic e s  w h ich  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  g e n e r a t e s ; 11 b u t  h e r e  i n
A m e ric a , e a c h  man "may h a v e  la n d  to  l a b o r  f o r  h im s e l f 1' and " e v e r y  o n e ,
by  h i s  p r o p e r ty  . . .  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  law  and  o r d e r , "
r e s e r v i n g  " t o  th e m se lv e s  a  w holesom e c o n t r o l  o v e r p u b l i c  a f f a i r s ,  and
20a  d e g re e  o f  freed o m " w h ich  w ou ld  b e  im p o s s ib le  i n  E u ro p e . A m erica  
w as an  u n c o n ta m in a te d  l a b o r a t o r y ,  and  th e  A m erican  e x p e r im e n t h e l d  im­
p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  th e  w ho le  o f  t h e  human s p e c i e s .  The C r e a t o r ’ s a p p ro v a l  
o f  t h i s  s o c i e t y  b u i l t  on th e  r i g h t s  o f  man w ould  b e  r e a d  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s
s u c c e s s  and  p r o s p e r i t y ,  and  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  th e  w h o le  w o rld  w o u ld  d i s - •
21c o v e r  th e  r o u t e  to  human h a p p in e s s .
"A m erica  was m ean t to  b e  th e  a sy lu m  and  th e  b eac o n  f o r  E u ro p e ,"  
B o o r s t in  p o i n t s  o u t .  " N e v e r th e le s s  J e f f e r s o n  th o u g h t  t h a t  A m erica
l 7I b i d . , X I I I ,  4 32 .
18 I b i d . , X I I I ,  173 .
19I b i d . , XIV, 2 1 .
2 0 I b i d . , X I I I ,  4 0 1 .
2 l I b i d . ,  X, 217 .
104
c o u ld  s u c c e e d  i n  t h i s  o n ly  i f  sh e  d id  n o t  h a v e  to o  many E u ro p e a n
im m ig ra n ts  w i th  t h e i r  p e n c h a n t f o r  m onarchy an d  t h e i r  d e b i l i t a t i n g  
22c i t y - b r e d  v i c e s . "  The m e s s ia n ic  ta s k  o f  A m erican s  w ou ld  r e a c h  
f r u i t i o n  o n ly  by  th e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  p e c u l i a r l y  A m erican  a d v a n ta g e s .
J e f f e r s o n  t a c k l e d  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  im m ig ra tio n  in  th e  N o tes  on 
th e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a , p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  A m erica  i n  h i s  
tim e  was " t o  p ro d u c e  r a p i d  p o p u la t io n  by a s  g r e a t  im p o r ta t io n s  o f  
f o r e ig n e r s  a s  p o s s i b l e . "  But h e  q u e s t io n e d  w h e th e r  t h i s  w as good 
p o l i c y .  By d o u b lin g  i t s  p o p u la t i o n  in  one y e a r  v i a  im m ig ra t io n ,  
V i r g i n i a  w ou ld  h a v e  a  p o p u la t io n  o f  fo u r  a n d  o n e - h a l f  m i l l i o n s  i n  
f i f t y - f o u r  and  a  h a l f  y e a r s ;  b y  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  i t  w ould  t a k e  e i g h ty -  
one and  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  y e a r s  t o  r e a c h  t h a t  n u m b er, and  t h i s  h e  demon­
s t r a t e d  by u s e  o f  a  s t a t i s t i c a l  t a b l e .  W ould th e  s t a t e  b e  a b l e  to  
s u p p o r t  su c h  a  num ber a t  th e  l e v e l  o f  l i v i n g  th e n  c u r r e n t ?  J e f f e r s o n  
th o u g h t  n o t .
T h e re  w e re  o th e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  t o o .
I t  i s  f o r  t h e  h a p p in e s s  o f  th o s e  u n i t e d  in  s o c i e t y  t o  
h a rm o n iz e  a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  m a t t e r s  w h ich  th e y  m u s t o f  
n e c e s s i t y  t r a n s a c t  t o g e t h e r .  C iv i l  g o v ern m e n t b e in g  t h e  s o l e  
o b j e c t  o f  fo rm in g  s o c i e t i e s ,  i t s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  m ust b e  c o n ­
d u c te d  by common c o n s e n t .  E v e ry  s p e c i e s  o f  governm en t h a s  
i t s  s p e c i f i c  p r i n c i p l e s .  O urs p e rh a p s  a r e  more p e c u l i a r  
th a n  th o s e  o f  any  o th e r  i n  t h e  u n iv e r s e .  I t  i s  a  c o m p o si­
t i o n  o f  th e  f r e e s t  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  th e  E n g l i s h  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  
w i th  o th e r s  d e r iv e d  from  n a t u r a l  r i g h t  an d  n a t u r a l  r e a s o n .
To th e s e  n o th in g  c a n  be  m ore opposed  t h a n  th e  maxims o f  
a b s o lu t e  m o n a rc h ie s .  Y e t fro m  such  a r e  we to  e x p e c t  th e  
g r e a t e s t  num ber o f  e m ig r a n ts .  They w i l l  b r in g  w ith  them  
th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  th e  g o v ern m en ts  th e y  l e a v e ,  im b ib ed  i n  
t h e i r  e a r l y  y o u th ;  o r ,  i f  a b l e  to  th ro w  them  o f f ,  i t  w i l l  
b e  i n  ex ch an g e  f o r  unbounded  l i c e n t i o u s n e s s ,  p a s s in g ,  a s
^ B o o r s t i n ,  The L o st  World o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , p .  2 2 9 .
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i s  u s u a l ,  from  one e x tre m e  to  a n o th e r .  I t  w ou ld  b e  a  
m i r a c le  w ere  th e y  to  s to p  p r e c i s e l y  a t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  tem ­
p e r a t e  l i b e r t y .  T h ese  p r i n c i p l e s ,  w i th  t h e i r  la n g u a g e ,  
th e y  w i l l  t r a n s m i t  t o  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  I n  p r o p o r t i o n  to  
t h e i r  n u m b e rs , th e y  w i l l  s h a r e  w i th  u s  th e  l e g i s l a t i o n .
They w i l l  i n f u s e  i n t o  i t  t h e i r  s p i r i t ,  w arp  and  b i a s  i t s  
d i r e c t i o n s ,  and  r e n d e r  i t  a  h e t e r o g e n io u s ,  in c o h e r e n t ,  d i s ­
t r a c t e d  m ass . . . .  I f  th e y  come o f  th e m s e lv e s ,  th e y  a r e  
e n t i t l e d  t o  a l l  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p ;  b u t  I  d o u b t th e  
e x p e d ie n c y , o f  i n v i t i n g  them  by e x t r a o r d in a r y  e n c o u ra g e m e n ts .
J e f f e r s o n  f e l t  t h a t  c o n s e n s u s  and  c o h e s io n  c o u ld  b e  m a in ta in e d  
i n  A m erican  s o c i e t y  o n ly  by  a  hom ogeneous p o p u la t io n  o f  n a t i v e - b o r n  
p a t r i o t s .  He g l o r i e d  i n  th e  A m erican  s e p a r a t i o n  fro m  E u ro p e , f o r  
A m erica  h a d  la n d  enough  " to  th e  h u n d re d th  and  th o u s a n d th  g e n e r a t i o n , "  
h e  s a id  i n  th e  F i r s t  I n a u g u r a l  A d d re s s ,  i f  o n ly  i t  d id  n o t  o p en  i t s  
d o o rs  to  a  f lo o d  o f  men s o c i a l i z e d  in  th e  norm s o f  d e s p o tis m  and  
m onarchy . T h is  was J e f f e r s o n 's  v iew  when h e  w ro te  t h e  N o tes  on 
V i r g i n i a .
B u t l a t e r  e v e n ts  c a u s e d  h im  to  a l t e r  h i s  o p i n i o n s . One o f
them  was th e  F e d e r a l i s t  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  A c t o f  1798 , a  p a r t  o f  th e
s o - c a l l e d  A l ie n  and  S e d i t i o n  A c ts .  T h is  a c t  was o b v io u s ly  p o l i t i c a l ;
i t  e x te n d e d  th e  r e q u ir e m e n t  f o r  a t t a i n i n g  c i t i z e n s h i p  by im m ig ra n ts
from  f i v e  to  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s .  The F e d e r a l i s t s  c o m p la in e d  t h a t  e v e ry
new b o a t lo a d  o f  im m ig ra n ts  b ro u g h t  m ore v o te s  f o r  J e f f e r s o n  an d  th e
24R e p u b l ic a n s ;  th e  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  a c t  was c l e a r .  P o l i t i c a l  c o n ­
s i d e r a t i o n s  a s i d e ,  t h e  man who w ro te  t h e  Summary V iew , i n  w h ic h  h e  
b a se d  th e  r i g h t s  o f  th e  c o l o n i s t s  to  s e l f -g o v e rn m e n t  p a r t l y  on
^ A b e r n e th y ,  p p . 8 3 -8 4 .
24
M alone, J e f f e r s o n  and th e  O rdeal o f  L i b e r t y , pp. 3 8 4 -8 5 .
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e m ig r a t io n ,  rem em bered h i s  e a r l y  p r i n c i p l e s ,  as Bowers s u g g e s t s ,  
in c lu d in g  h i s  own V i r g i n i a  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  B i l l  o f  1 7 7 6 , w hich  p r o ­
v id e d  f o r  a d m is s io n  to  c i t i z e n s h i p  a f t e r  two y e a r s '  r e s id e n c e .
H is  o p p o s i t i o n  to  th e  f e d e r a l i s t  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  A ct w as v ig o ro u s  
and  p e rm a n e n t.
He n e v e r  q u i t e  l o s t  h i s  f e a r s  t h a t  u n r e s t r i c t e d  im m ig ra tio n  
m ig h t c o r r u p t  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  A m erican  s o c i e t y ,  y e t  h e  a l s o  w is h e d  
A m erica  to  b e  a  h a v e n  f o r  th e  w o r ld 's  o p p re s s e d .  I n  h i s  F i r s t  A nnual 
M essage to  C o n g re s s , h e  a s k e d : " S h a l l  we r e f u s e  th e  unhappy f u g i t i v e s
from  d i s t r e s s  t h a t  h o s p i t a l i t y  w hich  th e  sav ag es  o f  t h e  w i ld e r n e s s  
e x te n d e d  to  o u r  f a t h e r s  a r r i v i n g  in  t h i s  la n d ?  S h a l l  o p p re s s e d  
h u m a n ity  f i n d  no asy lu m  on t h i s  g lo b e ? "  T hen , rem em bering  th e  
F e d e r a l i s t  a c t ,  h e  a s k e d :  "M ig h t n o t  t h e  g e n e ra l  c h a r a c t e r  an d  c a p a ­
b i l i t i e s  o f  a  c i t i z e n  b e  s a f e l y  com m unica ted  to  e v e ry  one m a n i f e s t in g
a  bona f i d e  p u rp o s e  o f  em b ark in g  h i s  l i f e  and  f o r tu n e s  p e rm a n e n tly  
26w ith  u s ? "  I n  1817 h e  w ro te  o f  h i s  d e s i r e  " to  c o n s e c r a t e  a  s a n c tu a r y
f o r  th o s e  whom th e  m is r u le  o f  E u rope  may com pel to  s e e k  h a p p in e s s  in  
27o th e r  c l im e s ; "  and  to  a  F re n c h  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  h e  d e c l a r e d ,  " I  t h i n k
i t  f o r t u n a t e  f o r  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  to  h a v e  become t h e  asy lum  f o r  so
,28
many v i r t u o u s  p a t r i o t s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  d e n o m in a tio n s  . . . . '  He 
seem ed to  p r e f e r  I t a l i a n  im m ig ra n ts ,  s i n c e  th e y  w ere  among th e  w o r ld 's
^ B o w e r s ,  op., c i t . , p p .  1 9 0 -9 2 .
^ L ip s c o m b  and  B e rg h , I I I ,  33 8 .
27I b i d . ,  XV, 141 .
2fi
Koch and P eden , 5 33 .
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29b e s t  a r t i s a n s ,  and e v e n  in  th e  N o tes  on V i r g in ia  h e  h ad  made an 
e x c e p t io n  o f  " u s e f u l  a r t i f i c e r s , "  s a y in g ,  " S p a re  no e x p e n se  i n  ob­
t a i n i n g  them . They w i l l  a f t e r  a  w h i le  go to  th e  p lo u g h  and th e  h o e ;
30b u t  in  th e  m ean tim e , th e y  w i l l  te a c h  us so m eth in g  we do n o t  know ."
He a l s o  a p p l i e d  h i s  l a t e r  v iew  to  th e  L o u is ia n a  T e r r i t o r y ,  w h ich  he  
w as co n v in ced  w ould be  o p en ed  to  im m ig ra tio n , w ith  new s e t t l e r s  mov­
i n g  in to  th e  v i r g i n  l a n d s ,  b r in g in g  p r o s p e r i t y  to  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s
31
a n d  h a p p in e s s  t o  th e m s e lv e s .
I n  t h e  N otes on V i r g i n i a , J e f f e r s o n  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  th e  com­
m u n i t ie s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  "We have no towns o f  any c o n s e q u e n c e ,"  he  
p o in t e d  o u t .  " W illia m sb u rg  n e v e r c o n ta in e d  above 1 ,8 0 0  i n h a b i t a n t s ;  
a n d  N o rfo lk , t h e  m ost p o p u lo u s  tow n we e v e r  h a d , c o n ta in e d  b u t  6 ,0 0 0
. . . . The law s have s a i d  th e r e  s h a l l  be  tow ns; b u t  n a t u r e  h a s  s a id
32t h e r e  s h a l l  n o t  . . . . "  J e f f e r s o n  no doub t found  t h i s  a  s o u rc e  o f
c o m fo r t ,  f o r  h e  c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  " lu x u r y  and d i s s i p a t i o n  w ere  t h e  u n i -
33
v e r s a l  a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  c i t i e s , "  and  t h i s  p ro v id e d  a  s t r o n g  m o ra l 
a rgum en t a g a i n s t  an  u rb a n  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  "The g e n e r a l  d e s i r e  o f  men 
t o  l i v e  by t h e i r  head s  r a t h e r  th a n  t h e i r  h a n d s ,"  he  re m a rk e d , "an d  
t h e  s tro n g  a l lu r e m e n ts  o f  g r e a t  c i t i e s  to  th o s e  who h a v e  any  tu r n  
f o r  d i s s i p a t i o n ,  t h r e a t e n  to  make them  h e r e ,  a s  i n  E u ro p e , th e  s in k s
29
P a d o v e r , op . c i t . , p .  134 .
30A b e rn e th y , p .  8 4 .
31 P a d o v e r , o p . c i t . , p .  138.
32
A b e rn e th y , p .  103.
■ ^ B oorst in ,  The L ost World o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , p . 147.
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o f  v o lu n ta r y  m i s e r y . '1 A r t i f i c e r s  w e re  th e  p a n d e rs  o f  v i c e ,  and th u s  
in s t r u m e n ts  b y  w h ich  a  c o u n t r y ’ s l i b e r t i e s  m ig h t be  l o s t ;  and g r e e d  
f o r  w e a l t h ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  v i c e  o f  com m erce, c o u ld  e v e n t u a l l y  d e s t r o y
o /
t h e  v i r t u e  an d  m o ra ls  o f  a  w ho le  c i t i z e n r y .  He was c o n v in c e d  t h a t
m o s t v ic e s  c o u ld  n o t  t h r i v e  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  and  th u s  h e  f e l t  a  " m o ra l
an d  p h y s ic a l  p r e f e r e n c e  o f  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  o v e r  th e  m a n u fa c tu r in g ,
35
m a n ."  "T h o se  who l a b o r  i n  th e  e a r t h  a r e  t h e  c h o se n  p e o p le  o f  God,
i f  e v e r  He h a d  a  c h o s e n  p e o p le ,"  h e  d e c l a r e d  i n  th e  N o te s  on V i r g i n i a .
" C o r r u p t io n  o f  m o ra ls  i n  th e  m ass o f  c u l t i v a t o r s  i s  a  phenom enon o f
36
w h ic h  no a g e  n o r  n a t i o n  h a s  f u r n i s h e d  an  e x a m p le ."
D em ographic an d  e c o l o g i c a l  c o n s id e r a t i o n s  w e re  im p o r ta n t  
e le m e n ts  i n  J e f f e r s o n ’ s s o c i a l  p h i lo s o p h y  a n d  in  h i s  d e s ig n  f o r  a  
s o c i e t y  i n  w h ich  men m ig h t f i n d  freed o m  a n d  h a p p in e s s .
■^Lipscom b an d  B erg h , V, 9 3 .
35
B o o r s t i n ,  The L o s t W orld  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , p .  147.
"^K och and P e d e n , p .  2 8 0 .
CHAPTER V
ON ECONOMIC INSTITUTIONS
I n  th e  N o te s  on V i r g i n i a , J e f f e r s o n  s a i d  " . . .  g e n e ra l ly -  
s p e a k in g ,  th e  p r o p o r t i o n  w h ic h  th e  a g g r e g a te  o f  th e  o t h e r  c l a s s e s  o f  
c i t i z e n s  b e a r s  i n  an y  s t a t e  t o  t h a t  o f  i t s  husbandm en, i s  t h e  p r o ­
p o r t i o n  o f  i t s  unso u n d  to  i t s  h e a l th y  p a r t s ,  and  i s  a  good en ough  
b a ro m e te r  w hereby  t o  m e asu re  i t s  d e g re e  o f  c o r ru p t io n ." '* ' H is  
p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  an  econom ic s y s te m  b a se d  on  a g r i c u l t u r e  was an  im p o r­
t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  h i s  id e a s  r e g a r d in g  econom ic i n s t i t u t i o n s .  "T he 
p o l i t i c a l  e c o n o m is ts  o f  E urope  h av e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i t  a s  a  p r i n c i p l e ,  
t h a t  e v e ry  S t a t e  s h o u ld  e n d e a v o r  t o  m a n u fa c tu re  f o r  i t s e l f , "  h e  
p o in t e d  o u t ;  b u t  th e  s h o r ta g e  o f  la n d  i n  E u ro p e  m ean t t h a t  m a n u fa c ­
t u r i n g  was n e c e s s a r y  i n  o r d e r  to  s u p p o r t  t h e  p o p u la t io n .  H ow ever, 
i n  A m erica  th e  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  w e re  d i f f e r e n t .  "We h a v e  a n  im m e n s ity  
o f  la n d  c o u r t in g  t h e  i n d u s t r y  o f  t h e  h u sb an d m an ."  S in c e  God h ad  
made " th o s e  who l a b o r  i n  th e  e a r t h  . . . H is  p e c u l i a r  d e p o s i t  f o r
s u b s t a n t i a l  and g e n u in e  v i r t u e , "  i t  was p l a i n  to  J e f f e r s o n  t h a t  th e
2
a g r a r i a n  l i f e  w as to  b e  d e s i r e d  and  e n c o u ra g e d  above a l l  o t h e r s .
C o r ru p t io n  o f  m o ra ls  h e  saw as  a  n a t u r a l  r e s u l t  o f  u rb a n  l i f e ,  
in  w h ic h  th e  in te rd e p e n d e n c e  t h a t  D urkheim  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  t h e  b a s i s
■^Abernethy, p .  157.
2I b i d .
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o f  o rg a n ic  s o l i d a r i t y  " b e g e ts  s u b s e r v ie n c e  and v e n a l i t y ,  s u f f o c a t e s  
t h e  germ  o f  v i r t u e ,  an d  p r e p a r e s  f i t  t o o l s  f o r  th e  d e s ig n  o f  am b i­
t i o n . "  D ependence u p o n  " th e  c a s u a l t i e s  and  c a p r i c e  o f  c u s to m e rs"  i n  
a  co m m erc ia l s o c i e t y  w i th  i t s  s p e c i a l i z e d  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o r  w as to  
J e f f e r s o n  a n  u n n a t u r a l  and u n d e s i r a b l e  phenom enon, a s  was em ploym ent 
i n  m a n u fa c tu r in g  w i th  i t s  e n fo rc e d  s e p a r a t i o n  from  n a t u r e .  "W hile  we 
h a v e  la n d  t o  l a b o r  t h e n , "  h e  a d v o c a te d ,  " l e t  u s  n e v e r  w is h  to  s e e  o u r  
c i t i z e n s  o c c u p ie d  a t  a  w o rk -b e n c h  o r  t w i r l i n g  a  d i s s t a f f  . . . .  L e t  
o u r  w o rk sh o p s  re m a in  i n  E u ro p e ."  M a n u fa c tu r in g  le d  t o  t h e  g ro w th  o f  
c i t i e s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  h e te ro g e n e o u s  p o p u la t io n s  and i n v i t a t i o n s  to  
v i c e  and c o r r u p t i o n .  And t h e s e  w e re  l e t h a l  to  th e  freed o m  and h a p p i ­
n e s s  o f  m an. "The mobs o f  g r e a t  c i t i e s  ad d  j u s t  so  much to  th e  
s u p p o r t  o f  p u re  g o v e rn m e n t, as  s o r e s  do to  th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  human 
b o d y ,"  h e  d e c l a r e d .  C i t i e s  w o u ld  t h e r e f o r e  be  d i s a s t r o u s  to  th e  
A m erican  e x p e r im e n t ,  f o r  " i t  i s  th e  m anners  and s p i r i t  o f  a  p e o p le  
w h ich  p r e s e r v e  a  r e p u b l i c  i n  v i g o r .  A d e g e n e ra c y  i n  th e s e  i s  a
3
c a n k e r  w h ic h  soon  e a t s  t o  th e  h e a r t  o f  i t s  law s and  c o n s t i t u t i o n . "
D u rin g  h i s  e a r l y  p e r i o d ,  J e f f e r s o n  th u s  a d v o c a te d  econom ic i n ­
s t i t u t i o n s  b u i l t  upon  a g r i c u l t u r e .  I n  t h e  N o tes  h e  p r e s e n te d  a  t a b l e  
o f  th e  s t a t e ' s  a n n u a l  e x p o r ts  b e f o r e  t h e  R e v o lu t io n .  T h e s e , a c c o rd in g  
to  h i s  f i g u r e s ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  t o t a l  v a lu e  o f  $ 2 ,8 3 3 ,3 3 3 ,  and in c lu d e d ,  
i n  o r d e r  o f  im p o r ta n c e ,  to b a c c o ,  w h e a t ,  c o m ,  s h ip p in g ,  m a s ts ,  
p la n k s ,  s c a n t l i n g ,  s h i n g l e s ,  s t a v e s ,  t a r ,  p i t c h ,  t u r p e n t i n e ,  p e l t s  
( d e e r ,  b e a v e r ,  o t t e r ,  m u s k ra t ,  r a c c o o n , f o x ) ,  p o rk ,  f l a x - s e e d ,  hemp,
^ I b i d . ,  pp . 1 5 7 -5 8 .
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c o t t o n ,  c o a l ,  p ig  i r o n ,  p e a s ,  b e e f ,  f i s h  ( s tu r g e o n ,  w h i te  s h a d ,
h e r r i n g ) ,  b ra n d y  (fro m  p e a c h e s  an d  a p p l e s ) ,  w h is k e y , and  h o r s e s .
T he to b a c c o  e x p o r t s  r e p r e s e n te d  b y  f a r  th e  g r e a t e s t  i te m  i n  v a lu e
($ 1 ,6 5 0 ,0 0 0 ) ,  fo l lo w e d  b y  w h e a t ($ 6 6 6 ,6 6 6 ) ,  w i t h  t h e  ite m s  o f  lo w e s t
4
v a l u e  b e in g  b ra n d y  and  w h isk e y  ($ 1 ,6 6 6 )  and  h o r s e s  ( a l s o  $ 1 ,6 6 6 ) .
H ow ever, J e f f e r s o n  o pposed  th e  to b a c c o  c u l t u r e ,  p o in t in g  o u t  
t h a t  i t  r e q u i r e d  " a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  d e g re e  o f  h e a t "  a s  w e l l  a s  "a n  
uncommon f e r t i l i t y  o f  s o i l , "  m ak ing  i t  a  m ore s a t i s f a c t o r y  c ro p  f o r  
t h e  a b u n d a n t f r e s h  and  f e r t i l e  s o i l s  i n  " t h e  w e s te r n  c o u n t ry  on  th e  
M i s s i s s i p p i ,  an d  t h e  m id la n d s  o f  G e o r g ia ,"  w h ic h  h e  saw a s  r e p l a c in g  
V i r g i n i a  and  M ary lan d  a s  t h e  c h i e f  p ro d u c e r s  o f  to b a c c o .  B e s id e s ,  
h e  c o n s id e r e d  th e  to b a c c o  c u l t u r e  t o  b e  one " p r o d u c t iv e  o f  i n f i n i t e  
w r e tc h e d n e s s .  T h o se  em ployed i n  i t  a r e  i n  a  c o n t in u a l  s t a t e  o f  
e x e r t i o n  beyond  th e  pow er o f  n a t u r e  to  s u p p o r t . "  S uch  p e o p le  r a i s e d  
few  o th e r  c r o p s ,  so  t h a t  b o th  men and  a n im a ls  w e re  b a d ly  f e d .  
f u r th e r m o r e ,  to b a c c o  e x h a u s te d  th e  s o i l ,  ro b b in g  i t  o f  i t s  f e r t i l i t y . " *  
He h im s e l f  ab andoned  th e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h i s  c ro p  a t  M o n t ic e l l o .  To 
Sam uel B id d le ,  whom h e  w ish e d  to  em ploy a s  an  o v e r s e e r ,  h e  w ro te  
i n  1792;
The fa rm  i s  o f  a b o u t f i v e  o r  s i x  h u n d re d  a c r e s  o f  c l e a r e d  
la n d ,  v e r y  h i l l y ,  o r i g i n a l l y  a s  r i c h  a s  an y  h ig h la n d s  i n  th e  
w o r ld  b u t  much w o r r ie d  by  I n d i a n  c o m  and  to b a c c o  . . . .  You 
w i l l  h a v e  from  12 to  15 l a b o r e r s  u n d e r  y o u . T hey w i l l  b e  
w e l l  c l o t h e d ,  and  a s  w e l l  f e d  a s  y o u r  m anagem ent o f  th e  fa rm  
w i l l  e n a b le  u s ,  f o r  i t  i s  c h i e f l y  w i th  a  v iew  t o  p la c e  them  
on th e  c o m fo r ta b le  f o o t in g  o f  th e  l a b o r e r s  o f  o th e r  c o u n t r i e s
4 I b i d . ,  p .  158.
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t h a t  I  come i n t o  a n o th e r  c o u n t ry  to  s e e k  a n  o v e r lo o k e r  
f o r  them , a s  a l s o  t o  h av e  my la n d s  a  l i t t l e  m ore ta k e n  
c a r e .  F o r  t h e s e  p u rp o s e s  I  h av e  lo n g  b a n is h e d  to b a c c o  
an d  w is h  to  do th e  same b y  I n d ia n  c o m  i n  a  g r e a t  
d e g r e e . 6
J e f f e r s o n ,  h o w ev er, was n e v e r  a  r i g i d  d o c t r i n a i r e  i n  fa rm in g ,  
and  econom ic c o n d i t i o n s  w h ich  b ro u g h t a b o u t a  g r e a t  i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  
p r i c e  o f  to b a c c o  i n  1798 c a u se d  him  te m p o r a r i l y  t o  r e t u r n  t o  g ro w in g  
t h i s  c r o p .  To J o h n  T a y lo r  o f  C a r o l in e  he  w r o te :
. . . t h e  h ig h  p r i c e  o f  to b a c c o ,  w h ic h  i s  l i k e l y  to  
c o n t in u e  f o r  some s h o r t  t im e ,  h a s  te m p te d  me to  go 
e n t i r e l y  i n t o  t h a t  c u l t u r e ,  and  i n  th e  m ean tim e , my fa rm ­
in g  schem es a r e  i n  a b e y a n c e , and  my fa rm in g  f i e l d s  a t  
n u r s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  t im e  o f  my re su m in g  th em . 7
B ut J e f f e r s o n  v e r y  much p r e f e r r e d  w h e a t as  t h e  c h i e f  c ro p  o f
" th e  p ro d u c e r s "  i n  t h e  econom ic s t r u c t u r e  o f  h i s  i d e a l  r e p u b l i c ,  as
h e  m akes c l e a r  i n  t h e  M otes on V i r g i n i a . " B e s id e s  c l o t h i n g  th e
e a r t h  w i th  h e r b a g e ,  and  p r e s e r v in g  i t s  f e r t i l i t y ,  i t  f e e d s  t h e
la b o r e r s  p l e n t i f u l l y ,  r e q u i r e s  from  them  o n ly  a  m o d e ra te  t o i l ,  e x c e p t
i n  t h e  s e a s o n  o f  h a r v e s t ,  r a i s e s  g r e a t  num bers o f  a n im a ls  f o r  fo o d
g
and s e r v i c e ,  and  d i f f u s e s  p l e n t y  and  h a p p in e s s  among th e  w h o le ."  
G row ing w h e a t in v o lv e d  one g r e a t  p ro b le m , and  t h a t  w as th e  w e a v i l .
To c o n t r o l  t h i s  p e s t ,  J e f f e r s o n  p ro p o s e d  " s u b te r r a n e a n  g r a n a r i e s "  
w i th  te m p e r a tu r e s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  low to  p r e v e n t  th e  h a t c h in g  o f  w e a v i l  
e g g s .  O r, a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  h e  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  w h e a t m ig h t b e  d r i e d  
i n  k i l n s  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  te m p e r a tu r e  to  k i l l  t h e  e g g s , and  th e n  s t o r e d
^Lipscom b and B erg h , X V III , 189 .
7I b i d . ,  X , 63 .
^ A b e rn e th y , p .  159.
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i n  h o g sh e a d s  c o v e re d  w i th  a  c o a t i n g  o f  l im e .  B u t t h e s e  and  o t h e r
m eth o d s o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  w e a v i l  made t h e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  w h e a t
r a t h e r  t r o u b le s o m e ,  and  h e  e x p r e s s e d  th e  hope  t h a t  som e s o l u t i o n
to  t h e  p ro b le m  m ig h t s o o n  a p p e a r .  N o t o n ly  h ad  w h e a t c u l t u r e  t h e
a d v a n ta g e s  p r e v i o u s l y  i n d i c a t e d ,  b u t  i t ,  "b y  e n l a r g i n g  o u r  p a s t u r e ,
w i l l  r e n d e r  t h e  A ra b ia n  h o r s e  an  a r t i c l e  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r o f i t , "  and
J e f f e r s o n  c o n s id e r e d  t h i s  a n im a l a  c r e a t u r e  o f  " f l e e t n e s s  and  b e a u ty "
g
a s  w e l l  a s  one w e l l  a d a p te d  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  h i s  s t a t e .
J e f f e r s o n 's  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  econom y w as s t r o n g  
and  p ro fo u n d .  T h is  p r e f e r e n c e  w as r e i n f o r c e d  b y  h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  i n  
F ra n c e  and  l a t e r  becam e a  s o u r c e  o f  d is a g re e m e n t  b e tw e e n  h i s  R e p u b l i ­
c a n  p a r t y  and  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s .  H is  " a lm o s t  p a s s i o n a t e  b e l i e f - '  i n  
th e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  an  a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y  h e  l a t e r  m o d i f ie d ,  b u t  he
n e v e r  ab an d o n e d  h i s  d i s t r u s t  o f  l a r g e  c i t i e s  and  t h e i r  h e te ro g e n e o u s  
10p o p u l a t i o n s .  As M alone p o i n t s  o u t ,  i n  t h e  N o te s  on  V i r g i n i a  "h e
was s p e a k in g  o f  n o t  m e re ly  V i r g i n i a  b u t  t h e  w h o le  U n io n , an d  th e
id e a s  h e  e x p r e s s e d  on  th e  s u b j e c t s  o f  com m erce, m a n u fa c tu r in g ,  and
11a g r i c u l t u r e  m u s t b e  v ie w ed  c h i e f l y  . . .  i n  t h i s  l a r g e r  s e t t i n g . "
He w as a  f i r m  b e l i e v e r  i n  f r e e  t r a d e  b e tw e e n  E u ro p e  and  A m erica  and  
d id  n o t  c o n s id e r  A m erican  s u l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  a  g o a l ,  a s  H a m ilto n  and  
C la y  l a t e r  d i d .  He was w i l l i n g  to  ab an d o n  s h ip p in g  i n  o r d e r  to  
a v o id  q u a r r e l s  w i th  E u ro p e  and  t o  i n s u r e  A m erican  in d e p e n d e n c e  from
9I b i d . ,  p p .  1 6 0 -6 1 . 
lO p ed en , p .  2 9 2 .
^ 1J e f f e r s o n  t h e  V i r g i n i a n , p .  3 8 3 .
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t h e  O ld W o rld , a  p o l i c y  h e  b e l i e v e d  w ou ld  e n c o u ra g e  a l l  A m ericans to
fo l lo w  t h e  s a l u t a r y  o c c u p a t io n  o f  fa rm in g ,  a l th o u g h  h e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t
t h i s  was b u t  th e  d ream  o f  a  " p h i lo s o p h e r "  and  t h a t  some A m ericans
12w o u ld  c o n t in u e  to  en g ag e  i n  com m erce.
N e v e r th e le s s ,  h e  f e l t  no  r e a l  e n th u s ia s m  f o r  commerce and
m a n u fa c tu r in g ,  a l th o u g h  h e  came to  f a v o r  d o m e s tic  w o rk sh o p s ; and
e v e n t u a l l y  h e  u n d e r to o k  th e  m ak ing  o f  c a r r i a g e s ,  f u r n i t u r e ,  and
n a i l s  a t  M o n t ic e l l o ,  h o p in g  t h a t  sho p s o f  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  ty p e  w o u ld
re m a in  i n  E u ro p e . "T he young A m erican  R e p u b l ic ,  r i c h l y  endowed w i th
la n d ,  s h o u ld  b e  m a ted  w i th  t h e  p u re  d am se l o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ;  com m erce
13w as a  v ix e n  and  m a n u fa c tu r in g  a  d i s e a s e d  h a r l o t  b e s id e  h e r . "  O nly  
h o m e-ty p e  i n d u s t r i e s  h e ld  any  a p p e a l  f o r  h im , and  h e  becam e e n t h u s i a s ­
t i c  o v e r  t h e s e .
H is  " n a i l  m a n u fa c to ry "  i s  a  c a s e  i n  p o i n t .  He s e t  up h i s  
n a i l e r y  a t  M o n t ic e l lo  i n  1794; i t  o p e r a te d  a lm o s t c o n t in u o u s ly  f o r  
a b o u t t e n  y e a r s  and  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  u n t i l  n e a r  t h e  en d  o f  h i s  l i f e .
To a  F re n c h  c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  h e  w r o te :
T h e re  i s  no su c h  th i n g  i n  t h i s  c o u n t ry  as  w h a t w ould  
b e  c a l l e d  w e a l th  i n  E u rope  . . . .  I n  o u r  p r i v a t e  p u r s u i t s  
i t  i s  a  g r e a t  a d v a n ta g e  t h a t  e v e ry  h o n e s t  em ploym ent be  
deem ed h o n o ra b le  . . . .  My new t r a d e  o f  n a i lm a k in g  i s  
to  me i n  t h i s  c o u n t ry  w h a t an  a d d i t i o n a l  t i t l e  o f  n o b i l i t y  
o r  t h e  e n s ig n s  o f  a  new o r d e r  a r e  i n  E u r o p e . ^
By 1796 h e  w as p ro d u c in g  a  to n  o f  n a i l s  e a c h  m onth , u s in g  b o th  
12I b i d .
l^ Ib id .
■ ^Ford , W r i t i n g s , V I I I ,  13 -1 4 .
hand m e th o d s  and m a ch in e  m e th o d s . D u rin g  th e  f i r s t  two y e a r s ,  th e  
o p e r a t io n  lo o k e d  l i k e  a  s u c c e s s ,  and h e  i n d i c a t e d  i n  h i s  F arm  Book 
t h a t  he  c o u ld  p ro d u c e  enough n a i l s  i n  tw o w eeks t o  c o v e r  t h e  c o s t  
o f  h is  c o f f e e ,  c h o c o l a te ,  t e a ,  s u g a r ,  m o la s s e s ,  r i c e ,  rum o r  F re n c h  
b ra n d y  f o r  t h r e e  m o n t h s . ^  C o m p e ti t io n  from  im p o r te d  B r i t i s h  n a i l s  
soon  je o p a r d iz e d  h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d - - a s  much a s  h e  d i s l i k e d  r e t a i l i n g - -  
h e  s t a r t e d  a  co n s ig n m e n t b u s in e s s  i n  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  M i l to n ,  and 
S ta u n to n  i n  o rd e r  t o  p la c e  h i s  n a i l s  b e f o r e  th e  b u y e r .  D i f f i c u l t i e s  
i n  c o l l e c t i n g  p ay m en t, p lu s  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  p u b l i c  l i f e ,  p u t  a  s to p  
to  h is  p l a n s  f o r  e x p a n s io n .  He had  s u p e r v is e d  t h e  e n t i r e  o p e r a t io n  
b e f o r e  1 8 0 0 , b u t  a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  he  was n o  lo n g e r  
a b le  to  o v e r s e e  t h i s  r u s t i c  b u s i n e s s ;  t h u s ,  th e  n a i l e r y  o p e r a t io n  
f a i l e d  t o  d e v e lo p  a s  th e  p r o f i t a b l e  home in d u s t r y  h e  had  h o p ed  i t  
w ould b e . ^
J e f f e r s o n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  v iew ed  econom ic m a t t e r s  i n  th e  
l a r g e r  s o c i a l  and p h i l o s o p h i c a l  s e t t i n g .  R e g a rd in g  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  
he  w ro te  M adison  t h a t  i f  a  m a j o r i t y  ap p ro v ed  o f  i t ,  h e  w ou ld  c o n c u r ,
" in  h o p es  th e y  w i l l  amend i t  w h en ev e r th e y  f in d  i t  w orks w ro n g . T h is  
r e l i a n c e  c a n  n o t  d e c e iv e  u s , "  h e  d e c l a r e d ,  " a s  lo n g  a s  re m a in  
v i r t u o u s ; and  X t h i n k  we s h a l l  b e  so  lo n g  as a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  o u r  p r i n ­
c i p a l  o b j e c t ,  w h ic h  w i l l  b e  t h e  c a s e  w h i le  t h e r e  rem a in s  v a c a n t  la n d s
17in  any p a r t  o f  A m e r ic a ."  H is  v iew  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  as  c o n d u c iv e  to
^•^Malone, J e f f e r s o n  and  th e  O rd e a l o f  L i b e r t y , p .  2 1 8 .
l^ Ib id t f  pp. 218-2 0 .
■L^Nock, o £ .  c i t . ,  p .  69 .
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m o r a l i t y ,  h o n e s ty ,  dem o cracy , and  v i r t u e  c o lo r e d  much i f  n o t  a l l  o f  
h i s  t h i n k in g  a b o u t t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and  f u n c t i o n  o f  econom ic i n s t i t u t i o n s .
N e v e r th e le s s ,  J e f f e r s o n  f u l f i l l e d  f a i t h f u l l y  h i s  o b l i g a t i o n s  
to  s e e k  co m m erc ia l t r e a t i e s  w i th  E u ro p e  when h e  s e rv e d  as  a  member 
o f  th e  com m ission  com posed o f  h im s e l f ,  F r a n k l i n  and  Adams; and h e  
w orked e n e r g e t i c a l l y  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  w hen h e  becam e m i n i s t e r  to  
F ra n c e ,  a l th o u g h  h i s  e f f o r t s  w e re  l a r g e l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l .  To M onroe 
he  w r o te ,  "You s e e  t h a t  my p r im a ry  o b j e c t  i n  th e  fo rm a t io n  o f  
t r e a t i e s  i s  to  t a k e  t h e  commerce o f  t h e  s t a t e s  o u t  o f  t h e  h an d s  o f  
th e  s t a t e s ,  and  to  p la c e  i t  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r in te n d e n c e  o f  Con-
1 Q : ■
g r e s s  . . . ."■LO He had  much i n  common w i th  th e  p h y s i o c r a t s ,  and
o f  c o u r s e  h e  s t i l l  th o u g h t  a g r i c u l t u r e  th e  b e s t  way o f  l i f e ,  th o u g h
he l a t e r  came to  d e s c r ib e  com m erce a s  t h e  h andm aiden  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e .
He w ish e d  t h a t  t r a d e  m ig h t b e  e n t i r e l y  f r e e ,  p r e f e r r i n g  Adam S m ith 's
d o c t r i n e  to  t h a t  o f  th e  m e r c a n t i l i s t s ,  i n  p a r t  b e c a u s e  h e  b e l i e v e d
in  th e  maximum o f  i n d i v i d u a l  l i b e r t y  i n  a l l  t h i n g s ,  and  i n  p a r t
b e c a u s e  h e  f e l t  t h a t  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  s h o u ld  b e  a b l e  t o  d e v e lo p  i t s
own p r a c t i c e s  f o r  i t s  g r e a t e s t  b e n e f i t .  " I n  p o l i t i c a l  econom y," h e
w ro te  h i s  s o n - in - l a w ,  Thomas Mann R an d o lp h , " I  t h i n k  S m ith 's  W e a lth
19o f  N a tio n s  i s  t h e  b e s t  book e x t a n t  . . .
F o r  E u ro p ea n  n a t i o n s ,  h o w ev e r, h e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  f r e e  t r a d e  
w i th o u t  com plex  t a r i f f s  w as im p o s s ib le .  "The e s ta b l i s h m e n t s  a r e  
f ix e d  upon  th e m ,"  h e  w r o te ;  " th e y  a r e  in te rw o v e n  w i th  t h e  body o f
l^ F o rd , W r i t i n g s , IV , 55 . 
^ K o c h  and  P ed en , p .  4 9 6 .
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t h e i r  law s and  th e  o r g a n iz a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  govern m en t and th e y  make a
20g r e a t  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  r e v e n u e ;  th e y  c a n n o t  th e n  g e t  r i d  o f  th e m .n
He a l s o  o b s e rv e d  t h a t  o n ly  w hen C o n g ress  i n d i c a t e d  i t s  d i s p o s i t i o n
to  r e g u l a t e  com merce d id  t h e  E u ro p ean  n a t io n s  d i s p l a y  any  i n t e r e s t
21
i n  co m m erc ia l t r e a t i e s  w i t h  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  Thus J e f f e r s o n ,  
t h e  cham pion  o f  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ,  came to  r e c o g n iz e  t h e  i n e v i t a ­
b i l i t y  o f  n a t i o n a l  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  e x t e r n a l  com m erce, a g a i n s t  w h ich  
h i s  c h i e f  g r ie v a n c e  was t h a t  i t  l e d  t o  w a rs ,  w h ic h  m ean t t h a t  a lo n g  
w i th  t h e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  com merce m u st come th e  d e v e lo p m en t o f  n a v a l
22s t r e n g t h - - s o m e th in g  h e  fo u n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  to  a d v o c a te .  
F u r th e rm o re ,  t h e  g ro w th  o f  commerce le d  t o  th e  r i s e  o f  l a r g e  c i t i e s ,  
w h ic h  h e  c o n t in u e d  to  d i s t r u s t ,  a s  we h av e  s e e n .
T h is  m a t t e r  o f  com m erce w a s , o f  c o u r s e ,  a  m a jo r  e le m e n t i n  
t h e  J e f f e r s o n - H a m i l to n  c o n t r o v e r s y .  J e f f e r s o n  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  H am il­
t o n ' s  m u c h -d e b a te d  A ssu m p tio n  B i l l ,  o pposed  v ig o r o u s ly  by  S o u th e rn
c o n g re s sm e n , w as n e c e s s a r y  " to  s a v e  u s  from  th e  g r e a t e s t  o f  a l l
23c a l a m i t i e s ,  th e  t o t a l  e x t i n c t i o n  o f  o u r  c r e d i t  i n  E u ro p e ."
A lth o u g h  h e  was no  f i n a n c i e r  and  w as r e l u c t a n t  t o  a g re e  w i th  H a m ilto n , 
h e  d e p lo re d  th e  s e c t i o n a l i s m  d is p la y e d  in  C o n g re s s ,  f e a r i n g  t h a t  th e  
d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  u n io n  m ig h t r e s u l t  th e r e f r o m .  T h u s, h e  a r r a n g e d  
f o r  s e v e r a l  S o u th e rn e r s  t o  s w i tc h  t h e i r  v o te s  i n  f a v o r  o f  th e
20F o rd ,  W r i t i n g s , IV , 5 6 ,
2 ^Lipscom b and B e rg h , V, 108 .
22F o rd ,  W r i t i n g s , IV , 8 9 -9 0 .
23paJ o v e r ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  81 .
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A ssu m p tio n  B i l l  i n  ex ch an g e  f o r  H a m i l to n 's  a g re e m e n t t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  c a p i t a l  i n  th e  S o u th ,  on  th e  b o r d e r s  o f  
t h e  P o to m ac . T h is  sh rew d  b i t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  m a n e u v e rin g  in v o lv e d
J
econom ic and  f i n a n c i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  h o w ev e r, w h ic h  J e f f e r s o n  a t
t h e  tim e  d id  n o t  f o r e s e e .
U nder H a m il to n 's  a g g r e s s iv e  l e a d e r s h ip ,  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t s
w e re  g a in in g  in f l u e n c e  i n  th e  g o v e rn m e n t, and  s p e c u l a t o r s ,  whom
J e f f e r s o n  c a l l e d  " s t o c k - j o b b e r s , ” s to o d  t o  g a in  w e a l th  a t  th e
e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  p e o p le .  H a m i l to n 's  f i n a n c i a l  p ro g ram  w as b e g in n in g
to  ta k e  e f f e c t .  C o n g re ss  h ad  p a s s e d  h i s  E x c is e  B i l l ,  h i s  Bank B i l l ,
an d  h i s  A ssu m p tio n  B i l l .  Even J e f f e r s o n  a d m it te d  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t
h a d  b e e n  o ne  o f  g r e a t  p r o s p e r i t y  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y .  Y e t,  w i th  m i l l s
and  f a c t o r i e s  s p r in g in g  up and  f i n a n c i e r s  f l o u r i s h i n g ,  J e f f e r s o n
w as p e r tu r b e d .  The r e p u b l i c ,  h e  f e a r e d ,  w as f a l l i n g  i n t o  t h e  h an d s
o f  c o r r u p t  m e rc h a n ts  and  s p e c u l a t o r s  who h ad  no com m itm ent t o  l i b e r t y
o r  e q u a l i t y .  The b u s in e s s  i n t e r e s t s ,  u n d e r  H a m i l to n 's  l e a d e r s h i p ,
w ere  g a in in g  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  pow er i n  a  n a t i o n  s t i l l  o v e r  w h e lm in g ly
r u r a l .  T h e se  p o w e r fu l  men w e re  b e g in n in g  to  m o n o p o liz e  th e  p r i v i -
24
le g e s  and  w e a l th  w h ic h  H a m i l to n 's  p o l i c i e s  h ad  s e c u r e d .  "C o n g re ss
may go h o m e ,"  S e n a to r  M aclay  w r o te .  "M r. H a m ilto n  i s  a l l - p o w e r f u l
25and  f a i l s  a t  n o th i n g ."
J e f f e r s o n  w as no  m a tch  f o r  H a m ilto n  i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  f in a n c e  
and  econom ics and c o u ld  o f f e r  P r e s i d e n t  W ash in g to n  no r e a l i s t i c
24I b i d . , p p .  8 2 -8 3 .
25Malone, J e f f e r s o n  and th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man, p .  340 .
■X
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a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  H a m il to n 's  p ro g ram ; h o w ev er, h e  v iew ed  w i th  a la rm
th e  g ro w th  o f  p o w e rfu l f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  w h ic h  h e  was s u r e  w ou ld
u n d erm in e  th e  d e m o c ra tic  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  th e  r e p u b l i c  a n d , i f
u n c h e c k e d , le a d  a t  l a s t  t o  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  H a m i l to n 's  m o n a rc h is t
a m b itio n s  f o r  th e  n a t i o n .  T he p e o p le  w ere  a  " g r e a t  b e a s t , "  H a m ilto n
had  s a i d ;  and  J e f f e r s o n  f e a r e d  t h a t  H a m il to n 's  e x a l t e d  pow er w ou ld
d e s t r o y  th e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  p e o p le  to  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ,  tu r n i n g  th e
w e a l th  o f  th e  n a t io n  to  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  p lu n d e r  and  ro b b in g  th e  p e o p le
o f  r i g h t s  t h a t  had  b e e n  d e a r l y  won.
He d id  n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  H a m il to n 's  f i n a n c i a l  i n n o v a t io n s ,  f o r
to  J e f f e r s o n  r e a l  p r o p e r ty  w as th e  t r u e  s o u rc e  o f  w e a l th .  He
d e p lo re d  th e  s p e c u la t i o n  i n  bank  s c r i p  : t h a t  w as ra m p a n t. H a m i l to n 's
p o l i c i e s  had  "en h an ce d  th e  w e a l th  and  im p o r ta n c e  o f  a  r i s i n g  moneyed
g ro u p ,"  who w ere  g a in in g  g r e a t  p r o f i t s  from  t h e i r  s p e c u l a t i v e  
26a c t i v i t i e s . A l l  t h i s  J e f f e r s o n  r e g a r d e d  a s  f i n a n c i a l  t r i c k e r y
and g a m b lin g . He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  A m ericans  w ou ld  b e  h a p p ie r  i f  th e y
r e tu r n e d  to  th e  " p l a i n  u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d  common s e n s e "  from  w h ic h  th e y
s h o u ld  n e v e r  h av e  b e e n  le d  a s t r a y  b y  th e  " c r i m i n a l i t y  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  
27s y s te m ."  J e f f e r s o n  f e a r e d  d e b t ,  and  th e  s o r t  o f  w e a l th  d e r iv i n g
from  H a m i l to n 's  p o l i c i e s  "seem ed u n r e a l  to  t h i s  l o v e r  o f  t h e  la n d  and
2g
b e l i e v e r  i n  h a rd  m oney ."  And, ev en  m ore, h e  f e a r e d  w h a t h e  b e l ie v e d
26I b i d . ,  p .  4 2 9 .
2^ I b i d . , p .  4 3 6 , c i t i n g  F o rd ,  W r i t i n g s , V, 5 0 7 -8 . 
2^I b i d . , p . 3 4 0 .
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to  b e  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  th e  H a m ilto n ia n  sy s te m : t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f
29w e a l t h  and  pow er i n  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  r i c h  and  w e l lb o r n .
When J e f f e r s o n  becam e p r e s i d e n t ,  h e  p ro p o se d  a  " w ise  and  
a f r u g a l  g o v e rn m e n t."  He e l im in a te d  th e  sy s te m  o f  i n t e r n a l  ta x e s  and
re d u c e d  th e  n a t i o n a l  d e b t b y  a lm o s t h a l f ,  d e s p i t e  th e  e x p e n d i tu r e  
o f  f i f t e e n  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  f o r  L o u i s i a n a .  A lth o u g h  h e  grew  m ore 
s y m p a th e t ic  t o  m a n u fa c tu r in g ,  h e  s t i l l  s to o d  l a r g e l y  opp o sed  t o  th e  
H a m il to n ia n  f i n a n c i a l  sy s te m  and h e  s t i l l  c o n s id e r e d  a g r i c u l t u r e  th e  
m o st d e s i r a b l e  b a s i s  o f  A m erican  econom ic l i f e .  B u t M alone s a y s :
To d e s c r i b e  him  as a n  a g r a r i a n  i s  to  em ploy an  i n s u f ­
f i c i e n t  te rm  an d  to  ro b  h im  o f  p a r t  o f  h i s  u n i v e r s a l i t y .
T he  th r e a d  o f  c o n s i s t e n c y  w h ich  ru n s  th ro u g h  h i s  e n t i r e  
c a r e e r  and  u n i t e s  him  w i t h  lo v e r s  o f  l i b e r t y  i n  a l l  
g e n e r a t io n s  w as n o t  h i s  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  a  s p e c i f i c  
econom ic s y s te m .  I t  w as h i s  e t e r n a l  f a i t h  i n  th e  r i g h t  
o f  men to  r u l e  th e m s e lv e s  and  h i s  u n d y in g  h o s t i l i t y  to  
a n y  s o r t  o f  d e s p o t i s m .30
T h u s , i n  M a lo n e 's  v ie w , J e f f e r s o n  th o u g h t  p r i m a r i l y  i n  p o l i t i c a l ,  n o t  
31e c o n o m ic , te rm s .
A lb e r t  J a y  N ock, h o w e v e r, f in d s  th e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's
eco n o m ic  id e a s  a n d  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  h i s  r o l e  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  an
eco n o m ic  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t .  J e f f e r s o n  "w as f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  g o v ern m en t by
t h e  p ro d u c in g  c l a s s ;  t h a t  i s  to  s a y ,  by th e  immense m a jo r i t y  w h ic h  in
e v e r y  s o c i e t y  a p p l i e s  l a b o r  and  c a p i t a l  to  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  th e
32p r o d u c t io n  o f  w e a l t h . "  N ock co n ce d es  t h a t  h e  s h a r e s  th e  v iew
^ S c h a c h n e r ,  oj>. c i t . ,  I ,  4 1 7 .
^ J e f f e r s o n  and th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man, p . x x .
31l b i d . , p .  x i x .
32fl[ock, o £ .  c i t . ,  p .  116.
121
33
e x p re s s e d  b y  C h a r le s  A. B e a rd , who saw J e f f e r s o n 's  p o l i t i c a l
th o u g h t l a r g e l y  d e te rm in e d  b y  h i s  econom ic o u t lo o k .
A m ore n e a r l y  b a la n c e d  v iew  th a n  e i t h e r  t h a t  o f  M alone o r
o f  Nock an d  B eard  i s  o ne  s u g g e s te d  by  D a n ie l  B o o r s t i n - - t h a t  J e f f e r s o n
th o u g h t i n  n e i t h e r  p r i m a r i l y  p o l i t i c a l  n o r  econom ic te rm s  b u t  i n  te rm s
o f  an  u n d e r ly in g  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  p u rp o s e s  o f  n a t u r e  and  n a t u r e 's  God,
w hich* w h i l e  n o t  p a r t  o f  a  s y s t e m a t ic  th e o r y ,  was b a s e d  upon th e  co n -
34*c e p t  o f  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s .  I n  t h i s  v ie w , " t h e  C r e a to r  h ad  made c r e a ­
tu r e s  and  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  h ad  c a s t  no m olds f o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s , "  econom ic ,
35p o l i t i c a l  o r  o th e r w is e .  I t  was n a t u r e  w h ic h  h e ld  t h e  k e y , and th e  
o b j e c t  o f  b o th  p o l i t i c s  and  econom ics w as t o  s e c u r e  w h a t J e f f e r s o n  
c a l l e d  " t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  h a p p in e s s  o f  m an ."  W h ile  B o o r s t i n 's  i n t e r p r e ­
t a t i o n  o f  J e f f e r s o n  may a p p e a r  e x tre m e  fro m  tim e  to  t im e ,  i t  seems 
c l e a r  t h a t  h e  i s  c o r r e c t  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  a s  th e  u n d e r ly in g  s o u rc e  o f  
J e f f e r s o n 's  th o u g h t  a  f i r m  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  eco n o m ic , p o l i t i c a l ,  and 
o th e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w e re  b u t  in s t r u m e n ts  t o  b e  u t i l i z e d  b y  man i n  th e  
l a r g e r  p u rp o s e  o f  f i t t i n g  h im s e l f  to  t h e  schem e o f  t h e  C r e a to r  as 
r e v e a le d  i n  n a t u r e .  N a tu r a l  r i g h t s  and  n a t u r a l  r e a s o n  w e re  th e  d e c i ­
s i v e  f a c t o r s ,  and  " t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  human p r o g r e s s  w as th e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
c o n d i t io n  o f  man . . . .  M an 's  d e s t i n y  w as to  f u l f i l l "  h i s  a d a p t a t i o n
33S ee  C h a r le s  A. B e a rd , An Econom ic I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  (New Y o rk : The M a c m illa n  Company
1913); a l s o  C h a r le s  A. B e a rd , Econom ic O r ig in s  o f  J e f f e r s o n i a n  
D em ocracy (New Y ork : The M acm illan  Company, 1 9 1 5 ) .
3^See The L o s t  World o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n .
35I b i d . ,  p .  202 .
to  h i s  e n v iro n m e n t;  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  " h a p p in e s s  o f  th e  s p e c i e s , "  f o r  
th e  a c c o m p lish m e n t o f  w h ich  p u rp o s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w e re  t h e  in s t r u m e n ts .  
"N ot i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  b u t  n a t u r e  i t s e l f  w as th e  r e c e p t a c l e  and  v e h i c l e  
o f  v a l u e s . 1
~^I b j d . , p p . 2 2 5 -2 6 .
CHAPTER VI
ON POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS
J e f f e r s o n  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  man was " a  r a t i o n a l  a n im a l,  endowed
b y  n a t u r e  w i th  r i g h t s ,  and w i th  an  in n a te  s e n s e  o f  j u s t i c e ,  and t h a t
h e  c o u ld  b e  r e s t r a i n e d  from  w rong and p r o t e c t e d  in  r i g h t . " ^  I t  i s
t r u e  t h a t  h e  c o n s id e re d  men e x p l o i t a t i v e ,  b u t  as  h e  w ro te  Du P o n t
de N em ours, h e  a l s o  b e l ie v e d  them  " s u s c e p t ib l e  o f  much im p ro v em en t,"
2i f  th e y  w e re  f r e e ,  s e c u r e  and  e d u c a te d . W ith  Locke he  a g re e d  t h a t
m a n 's  c a p a c i ty  to  r e a s o n  e n a b le d  h im  to  g o v e rn  h im s e l f .  And t h i s ,
a lo n g  w i th  t h e  E n l ig h te n m e n t 's  f a i t h  t h a t  a  s c ie n c e  o f  s o c i e t y  c o u ld
b e  d is c o v e r e d ,  c o lo re d  h i s  v iew  o f  p o l i t i c s  and  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .
"No e x p e r im e n t can  b e  more i n t e r e s t i n g  th a n  t h a t  we a r e  now t r y i n g , "
h e  w ro te ,  "an d  w h ic h  we t r u s t  w i l l  end in  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  f a c t  t h a t
3
man may b e  g o v ern ed  b y  r e a s o n  and  t r u t h . "  Above a l l  h e  was com­
m i t te d  to  t h e  p rim a c y  o f  human r i g h t s ,  a  c o n v ic t io n  h e  e x p re s s e d  w e l l  
i n  a  l e t t e r  to  Jam es M adison  r e g a r d in g  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n :  "A b i l l  o f
r i g h t s  i s  w h a t th e  p e o p le  a r e  e n t i t l e d  to  a g a i n s t  e v e ry  governm en t on 
e a r t h  . . . and w h a t no j u s t  governm ent s h o u ld  r e f u s e ,  o r  r e s t  on 
i n f e r e n c e . " ^
% y e , o £ . c i t . , p .  18 .
2I b i d . , p . 19.
■^Lipscomb and  B erg h , X I , 33 .
^ F o rd , W r i t i n g s , IV , 4 7 7 .
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J e f f e r s o n 's  p o l i t i c a l  id e a s  w e re  no d o u b t s t r o n g l y  i n f l u e n c e d  
by  th e  w r i t e r s  whom h e  had  b e e n  r e a d in g  w i t h  c a r e  and  d i l i g e n c e  e v e r  
s in c e  h i s  s t u d e n t  d a y s .  T h e s e  in c lu d e d  n o t  o n ly  L o c k e , M o n te s q u ie u , 
H obbes, H e l v e t i u s ,  V o l t a i r e ,  an d  a  num ber o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  h i s t o r i a n s ,  
b u t  a l s o  L o rd  K am es, as  we h a v e  s e e n ,  D a lry m p le , S id n e y ,  and  t h e  
a n c i e n t s . L ik e  m any o f  h i s  c o n te m p o r a r ie s  o f  t h e  A m eric an  E n l i g h t e n ­
m en t, J e f f e r s o n  a c c e p te d  th e  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  men h ad  
o r i g i n a l l y  b e e n  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  n a t u r e  w h e re  f re e d o m  o f  a c t i o n  p r e ­
v a i l e d ;  a n d  t h a t ,  t o  g a in  t h e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  c o r p o r a t e  l i f e ,  g o v e rn ­
m ent w as i n s t i t u t e d  among th em  b y  c o n s e n t .  As e a r l y  a s  1770 , h e  
d e c l a r e d  p u b l i c l y  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  law  o f  n a t u r e  a l l  men a r e  b o rn  f r e e .
A lth o u g h  h e  se ldom  r e f e r r e d  to  t h e  tim e  b e f o r e  w h ic h  t h e  
s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  w as su p p o se d  to  h a v e  come i n t o  b e in g ,  h i s  r e f e r e n c e s  
to  c o n t r a c t s  and  co m p ac ts  w e re  f r e q u e n t ,  and  by  t h e s e  te rm s  i t  i s  
c l e a r  t h a t  h e  m e a n t c h a r t e r s ,  c o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and h i s t o r i c  fo rm a l 
a g re e m e n ts  . H is  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  man w as b o rn  f r e e  w as i n  p a r t  a 
m o ra l o n e .  He w as c o n f id e n t  t h a t  f o r c e  c o u ld  n o t  g iv e  " r i g h t s , "  n o r  
c o u ld  k i n g s .  T h e s e  r i g h t s  w e re  " n a t u r a l  r i g h t s , "  d e r i v i n g  fro m  th e  
u n i v e r s a l  law  o f  n a t u r e .  "T h e  God who g a v e  u s  l i f e  g a v e  u s  l i b e r t y  
a t  t h e  sam e t i m e ," ^  h e  d e c l a r e d .
Many o f  t h e s e  id e a s  f i n d  p a r a l l e l s  i n  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  Jo h n  
L ocke , a n d  t h e r e  i s  no d o u b t t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  was d e e p ly  in f l u e n c e d  by
5I b i d . ,  X, 3 8 0 , 4 4 5 .
^M alo n e , J e f f e r s o n  t h e  V i r g i n i a n , p p .  1 7 5 -7 6 .
^ F o rd , W r i t i n g s , I ,  4 4 7 .
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th e  g r e a t  E n g lish m a n . H ow ever, R a lp h  B a r to n  P e r r y  s a y s ,  c o r r e c t l y ,
t h a t  " i f  s p e c i a l  im p o rta n c e  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  to  th e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  L ocke,
t h i s  i s  . . . b e c a u s e  Locke w as th e  g r e a t e s t  and m o s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e
e x p o n e n t o f  t h e  th o u g h t o f  t h e  E n l ig h te n m e n t—w h ic h ,  a r i s i n g  i n
E n g lan d  in  th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  g a v e  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  to
9
t h e  m ind o f  E u ro p e  and A m e ric a  in  th e  c e n tu r y  t h a t  f o l lo w e d ."  The 
id e a s  w h ich  L o ck e  e x p r e s s e d - - p a r t i c u l a r l y  th o s e  i n  h i s  Second 
T r e a t i s e  on C i v i l  G overnm ent -  -w ere  a b r o a d  in  th e  W e s te rn  w o r ld  d u r in g  
th e  f o r m a t iv e  p e r io d  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  l i f e ,  and t h e r e  i s  no d o u b t  t h a t  
J e f f e r s o n  r e a d  L o ck e . B ut h e  a l s o  r e a d  o th e r s ,  a s  we have s e e n ,  
w hose w orks in c o r p o r a te d  i d e a s  s i m i l a r  t o  th o s e  o f  L o c k e - - id e a s  
c u r r e n t  d u r in g  t h e  p e r io d  o f  th e  E n lig h te n m e n t.  And w h ile  L o ck e  was 
p ro b a b ly  th e  g r e a t e s t  s i n g l e  in f lu e n c e  on  h is  t h i n k in g - - p e r h a p s  
b e c a u s e  L o c k e 's  id e a s  c o n c u r r e d  w i th  m any o f h i s  own w hich  h a d
a l r e a d y  ta k e n  s h a p e - - J e f f e r s o n  s y n th e s iz e d  many e le m e n ts  o f  th o u g h t
10i n t o  h i s  own p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h y ,  a l th o u g h  h e  n e v e r  d e v e lo p e d  t h i s
p h i lo s o p h y  i n t o  a  sy stem  a n d  " d id  n o t  u s e  h is  te rm s  w ith  t h e  p r e c i s i o n
11o f  an  acad em ic  p h i lo s o p h e r "  n o r  " b o th e r  to  d e f in e  th e m ."
^See A d rie n n e  K och, The P h ilo s o p h y  o f  Thom as J e f f e r s  on  (New 
Y ork : C o lum bia  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 4 3 ) ,  chap . 1 5 . G i lb e r t  C h in a rd ,
h o w ev e r, t r a c e s  J e f f e r s o n 's  b e l i e f s  t o  A ng lo -S ax o n  h i s t o r y  an d  
ju r i s p r u d e n c e ,  a  view  u n s u p p o r te d  by  o t h e r  h i s t o r i a n s .  Thomas 
J e f f e r s o n , T he A p o s t le  o f  A m erican ism  (B o sto n : L i t t l e ,  Brown and
Company, 1 9 2 9 ) , p .  87.
g
E a r l  L athem  ( e d . )  , T he D e c la r a t io n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e  and  th e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  (B o s to n : D. C . H eath  a n d  Company, 1 9 5 6 ) ,  p p . 3 - 4 .
■*-®See R a lp h  B a rto n  P e r r y ,  P u r i t a n i s m  and D em ocracy (New Y ork: 
V anguard  P r e s s ,  19 4 4 ), p p .  1 8 4 -8 7 .
ll-M alone, J e f f e r s o n  t h e  V i r g i n i a n , p. 1 7 6 .
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J e f f e r s o n 's  p r o g r e s s io n  from  E n g l i s h  c i t i z e n  dem anding  E n g l is h  
r i g h t s  to  avowed r e v o lu t io n a r y  and  r e p u b l i c a n  w a s , o f  c o u r s e ,  n o t  
im m ed ia te  o r  p r e c i p i t o u s .  As l a t e  a s  1774 h e  made an  u n s u c c e s s f u l  
a p p e a l  t o  t h e  K ing i n  h i s  Summary V iew , i n  w h ic h  h e  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  
P a r l ia m e n t  h ad  no r i g h t  t o  im pose i t s  a r b i t r a r y  w i l l  upon th e  
c o l o n i s t s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t s  a s  E n g lish m e n . " I t  i s  n e i t h e r  
o u r  w is h  n o r  o u r  i n t e r e s t  to  s e p a r a t e  from " G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  h e  
d e c l a r e d .  "We a r e  w i l l i n g ,  on o u r  p a r t ,  to  s a c r i f i c e  e v e r y th in g
12w h ic h  r e a s o n  c a n  a sk  t o  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  . . . t r a n q u i l l i t y  . . . ."
N ot u n t i l  two y e a r s  h ad  p a s s e d  and  b lo o d  h ad  b e e n  sh e d  d id  h e  becom e
a n  a d m it te d  r e p u b l i c a n .  W ith in  t h i s  b r i e f  p e r io d ,  how ev er, h e  had
s u rv e y e d  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  v a r io u s  E u ro p ean  f e d e r a t i v e  sy s te m s  w h ic h
13m ig h t s e r v e  a s  m odels f o r  th e  A m erican  e x p e r im e n t .  S in c e  t h e  days 
i n  w h ic h  he  h ad  s tu d i e d  M o n te s q u ie u 's  E s p r i t  d e s  L o i s , h e  had  p o n d e re d  
th e  m e r i t s  o f  a  d e m o c ra tic  r e p u b l i c ,  and  th r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e  h e  
r e c a l l e d  M o n te s q u ie u 's  avow al t h a t  th e  r i g h t  o f  s u f f r a g e  i s  t h e  
b a s i s  o f  s u c h  a  g o v e r n m e n t .^  He c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  th e  p e o p le  m ig h t 
e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  s o v e r e ig n ty  by  m eans o f  t h e i r  v o t e s ,  a  c o n c lu s io n  
w h ic h  b o re  f r u i t  i n  t h e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e  and  w h ic h  made 
th e  c h i e f  c o n c e rn  o f  h i s  l i f e  th e  a t t a in m e n t  and  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  
l i b e r t y .
J e f f e r s o n 's  Summary V iew , h a v in g  b e e n  p r i n t e d  i n  E ng lan d  
12P a d o v e r , J e f f e r s o n , p .  2 7 .
•̂\ h e  Commonplace Book o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , p p . 2 4 -2 8 .
•^Malone, J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n , p . 178.
a s  w e l l  a s  i n  A m e ric a , e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  b o th  a  su p e rb  
w r i t e r  an d  a  spokesm an  f o r  t h e  c o l o n i a l  c a u s e .  Thomas P a i n e 's  
Common S e n s e - - o v e r  w h ic h  W a sh in g to n , J e f f e r s o n ,  and o th e r s  w e re  
e n t h u s i a s t i c - - a d d e d  many to  t h e  r o s t e r  o f  th o s e  who f e l t  t h e  p o l i c i e s  
o f  th e  B r i t i s h  g o v ern m e n t h ad  a t  l a s t  becom e i n s u f f e r a b l e ,  and  th e  
s p i r i t  o f  in d e p e n d e n c e  w as i n  th e  a i r  a t  t h e  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  C o n g ress  
i n  1776 . R ic h a rd  H en ry  L e e 's  r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  " th e s e  U n ite d  C o lo n ie s  
a r e  & o f  r i g h t  o u g h t t o  b e  f r e e  and  in d e p e n d e n t  s t a t e s "  b r o u g h t  
f o r t h  an  u p r o a r io u s  d e b a t e ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  a p p o in tm e n t o f  a  com m it­
t e e  o f  f i v e  to  draw  up a  D e c la r a t i o n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e : J e f f e r s o n ,
Jo h n .A d am s, F r a n k l i n ,  R oger S herm an , and  R o b e r t  L iv in g s to n .
J e f f e r s o n  p r e p a r e d  th e  f i r s t  d r a f t ,  i n  w h ich  F r a n k l i n  and 
Adams made a  few r e v i s i o n s .  B u t th e  w ork  w as a lm o s t e n t i r e l y  
J e f f e r s o n 's .  He d isav o w ed  an y  c la im  to  p e r s o n a l  o r i g i n a l i t y ,  how­
e v e r ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  " a l l  A m erican  w h ig s  th o u g h t  a l i k e  on t h e s e  s u b ­
j e c t s  . . . .  N e i t h e r  a im in g  a t  o r i g i n a l i t y  o f  p r i n c i p l e  o r  s e n t im e n t ,  
n o r  y e t  c o p ie d  fro m  any  p a r t i c u l a r  and  p r e v io u s  w r i t i n g ,  i t  was 
in te n d e d  to  b e  an  e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  A m erican  m ind . . . h a rm o n iz in g
s e n t im e n ts  o f  th e  d a y  . . . e x p re s s e d  i n  l e t t e r s ,  p r i n t e d  e s s a y s  . . .
,,15
books o f  p u b l i c  r i g h t ,  a s  A r i s t o t l e ,  C ic e r o ,  L o ck e , S id n e y  . . . ."  
The s i m i l a r i t i e s  t o  L ocke w e re , o f  c o u r s e ,  s t r i k i n g ,  b u t  t h e r e  w ere  
s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s - - s u c h  as J e f f e r s o n 's  s u b s t i t u t i n g  " th e  
p u r s u i t  o f  h a p p in e s s "  f o r  " p r o p e r ty "  i n  L o c k e 's  t r i p l e x  o f  p o l i t i c a l
■ ^F ord , W r i t i n g s , X, 343 .
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values.'* '* ’ The p o l i t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  and  s e l f -  
g o v ern m en t w e re  g iv e n  im m o rta l e x p r e s s io n  b y  J e f f e r s o n  i n  a  s ta t e m e n t  
o f  re m a rk a b le  co m p ac tn e ss  and  s i m p l i c i t y ,  e m b ra c in g  i n  a  few  p a r a ­
g ra p h s  " a  c o m p le te  . . . p h i lo s o p h y  . . . s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  re a s o n s  
t h a t  j u s t i f y  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  s t a t e  an d  d e f in e  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l 
r i g h t s  . . , ;  a n  e t h i c s ,  w h ic h  s e t s  up t h e  a g g r e g a te  h a p p in e s s  o f
in d i v i d u a l s  as  th e  suprem e en d ; and  a  t h e i s t i c  and  c r e a t i o n i s t
17d o c t r i n e  o f  th e  o r i g i n s  o f  n a t u r e  and  m an ."  As r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a s  
i t  w as i n  th e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t u a l i t i e s ,  t h e  d o c u ­
m en t w as b a s e d  on  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  body o f  law  as
18
u n d e r s to o d  b y  th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s io n a l  d e l e g a t e s ,  and  to  
J e f f e r s o n  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  upon  th e  suprem e " la w s  o f  n a t u r e  and  o f  
n a t u r e 's  G od." The D e c la r a t io n  was an  e x p r e s s io n  o f  c o n s e n s u s  a s  
w e l l  a s  a  s ta t e m e n t  o f  p r i n c i p l e s .
The r e s o u n d in g  p h ra s e s  o f  th e  D e c la r a t i o n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e  
an nounced  in  m a je s t i c  te rm s  th e  b a s i c  p o l i t i c a l  p o s t u l a t e s  o f  th e  
new n a t i o n .  I n  m ore s p e c i f i c  te rm s , J e f f e r s o n  i n  th e  N o tes  on  th e  
S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a  d e t a i l e d  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h y  i n  r e g a r d  to  th e  
p r a c t i c a l  c o n s id e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  g o v e rn in g  o f  h i s  own s t a t e .  H e re in  
h e  f u r t h e r  r e v e a le d  th e  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  th e  a p p ro a c h  to  p o l i t i c a l  
q u e s t io n s  w h ic h  h e  was to  r e t a i n  th r o u g h o u t  h i s  lo n g  and  p o l i t i c a l l y
■^G eorge Mason h ad  u se d  th e  w ord  " h a p p in e s s "  i n  th e  V i r g in i a  
D e c la r a t i o n  o f  R ig h ts  a  m onth  e a r l i e r .  P a d o v e r ,  J e f f e r s o n , p .  3 5 .
•^L atham , o£ . c i t . , p . 3 .
l® C arl B e c k e r , The D e c la r a t io n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e  (New Y ork: 
P e t e r  S m ith , 1 9 4 0 ) , c h a p . I l l .
a c t i v e  l i f e .
I n  t h e  N o te s  J e f f e r s o n  t r a c e d  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
g o v ern m en t from  i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  1607 up t o  1782. The o r i g i n a l  
c h a r t e r  p r o v id e d  t h a t  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  w e re  to  e n jo y  " a l l  t h e  r i g h t s  
o f  n a t u r a l  s u b j e c t s ,  a s  i f  b o rn  and  a b id in g  i n  E n g la n d ."  Two c o u n c i l s  
w e re  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  th e  G o v e rn o r 's  C o u n c i l ,  w i th  members a p p o in te d  b y  
t h e  company an d  th e  g o v e rn o r ,  and t h e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly , l a t e r  to  be 
known as th e  H ouse o f  B u r g e s s e s ,  w i th  members e l e c t e d  b y  th e  p e o p le .
No o r d e r s  o f  t h e  C o u n c il i n  E ng land  w e re  to  b e  b in d in g  on th e  c o lo n y  
u n le s s  r a t i f i e d  b y  i t s  G e n e ra l  A ssem b ly . When V i r g in i a  becam e a  
r o y a l  c o lo n y  i n  1624 , C h a r le s  I  assum ed  th e  pow er o f  g o v e rn m e n t; 
an d  d u r in g  t h e  C rom w ell r e g im e , P a r l i a m e n t  to o k  o v e r  t h e s e  p o w ers .
The A ssem bly  p r o t e s t e d  t h e s e  and o t h e r  a b u s e s .  B ut f u r t h e r  a b u se s  
fo l lo w e d , a p p l i c a b l e  to  a l l  th e  c o l o n ie s :  "T he c o lo n ie s  w e re  ta x e d
i n t e r n a l l y  an d  e x t e r n a l l y ;  t h e i r  . . . l e g i s l a t u r e s  s u sp e n d e d ; 
c h a r t e r s  a n n u l l e d ;  t r i a l s  by  j u r y  ta k e n  away; t h e i r  p e r s o n s  s u b ­
j e c t e d  to  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a c r o s s  t h e  A t l a n t i c ,  and  to  t r i a l s  b e f o r e
19f o r e ig n  j u d i c a t o r i e s  . . . ."  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  c o lo n ie s  d e c l a r e d  
th e m s e lv e s  in d e p e n d e n t .
I n  V i r g i n i a ,  th e  new g o v ern m en t was c o m p rise d  o f  a  g o v e rn o r  
and  c o u n c i l  o f  e i g h t ;  a  j u d i c i a r y ;  and  two e l e c t i v e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
h o u s e s ,  t h e  H ouse o f  D e le g a te s  w i th  members e l e c t e d  a n n u a l ly ,  and 
t h e  S e n a te  w i th  members e l e c t e d  q u a d r e n n i a l l y .  C o n c u rre n c e  o f  b o th  
h o u se s  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  la w s , and  th e s e  l e g i s l a t i v e
•^L ipscom b and  B e rg h , I I ,  1 5 8 -5 9 .
130
b o d ie s  a p p o in te d  t h e  g o v e rn o r  a n d  c o u n c i l .  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e
s t a t e  "w as form ed w hen we w e re  new and u n e x p e r ie n c e d  in  t h e  s c ie n c e
o f  g o v e rn m e n t,"  J e f f e r s o n  s a i d ,  and  c o n ta in e d  " v e r y  c a p i t a l  d e f e c t s  
9 O. . . . M,cu The m o s t s e r io u s  s h o r tc o m in g s  w h ic h  J e f f e r s o n  i d e n t i f i e d
w ere  t h o s e  w h ich  d e n ie d  l i b e r t y  and  freed o m  to  t h e  c i t i z e n s  and
opened  t h e  d o o r t o  f u t u r e  d e s p o t i s m  and ty r a n n y .
T he f i r s t  o f  th e s e  c o n c e rn e d  th e  f r a n c h i s e .  "T he m a jo r i t y
o f  th e  men i n  th e  s t a t e ,  who p a y  and f i g h t  f o r  i t s  s u p p o r t ,  a r e
u n r e p r e s e n te d  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e , "  h e  s a i d ,  s i n c e  f r e e h o l d e r s  e n t i t l e d
21
to  v o te  d id  n o t  num ber h a l f  t h o s e  on th e  m i l i t i a  r o l l s .  He th u s
fa v o re d  e x te n d in g  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  by d e c r e a s in g  p r o p e r ty  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .
F u r th e rm o re ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  was u n e q u a l .  He p r e s e n te d  a
s t a t i s t i c a l  t a b l e  t o  show t h a t  th e  num ber o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  th e
l e g i s l a t u r e  from  t h e  c o u n t ie s  "b e lo w  th e  f a l l s  o f  th e  r i v e r s " - - t h a t
i s ,  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  and  T id e w a te r  s e c t i o n s  w h e re  t h e  g r e a t  p l a n t e r
e l i t e  w as e s t a b l i s h e d - - " p o s s e s s  h a l f  th e  s e n a t e ,  and w an t f o u r
members o n ly  o f  p o s s e s s in g  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  h o u se  o f  d e l e g a t e s . "
T h u s , t h e  n i n e t e e n  th o u sa n d  v o t e r s  i n  E a s te r n  V i r g i n i a  " g iv e  law  to
upw ards o f  t h i r t y  th o u sa n d "  v o t e r s  l i v i n g  in  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
22s t a t e .  J e f f e r s o n  c o n s id e r e d  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  im p e r a t iv e .
To make m a t t e r s  w o r s e ,  members o f  b o th  t h e  H ouse and  S e n a te  w e re
90 I b i d . ,  I I ,  160. J e f f e r s o n  p r e p a r e d  a  r e v i s i o n  o f  th e  s t a t e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  in  1783 ; h o w ev er, h i s  and M a d is o n 's  e f f o r t s  t o  s e c u re  
e n a c tm e n t d id  n o t  so o n  b e a r  f r u i t .  T he c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  1776 was n o t  
r e p e a le d  u n t i l  1 8 3 0 . P ed en , p .  297 .
^ L ip s c o m b  and B e rg h , I I ,  160.
22I b i d . , I I ,  1 6 0 -61 .
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23e l e c t e d  from  t h e  same c l a s s ,  as th e y  h ad  b e e n  i n  c o l o n i a l  t im e s .
"T he p u rp o s e  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  d i f f e r e n t  h o u s e s ,"  J e f f e r s o n  p o in te d  
o u t ,  " i s  t o  i n t r o d u c e  th e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r e s t s  o r  d i f ­
f e r e n t  p r i n c i p l e s . "  He s u g g e s te d  t h a t ,  a s  i n  some o f  t h e  o th e r
s t a t e s ,  one h o u se  m ig h t r e p r e s e n t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  th e
24o t h e r  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  p r o p e r ty .
Of ev en  g r e a t e r  s e r io u s n e s s  w as th e  a b s e n c e  o f  c h e c k s  and  
b a l a n c e s ,  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  d e f e c t  w h ic h  i n v i t e d  d e s p o t is m . A l l  th e  
pow er o f  g o v e rn m e n t- - e x e c u t iv e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  and  j u d i c i a l - - w a s  i n  
t h e  h an d s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  (w h ich  e l e c t e d  th e  g o v e rn o r  and  a p p o in te d  
ju d g e s ) .  T h u s , t h e r e  w as a  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  pow er i n  t h e  h an d s  o f  
t h e  o ne  h u n d re d  and  s e v e n ty - t h r e e  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  and  "one  h u n d re d  and 
s e v e n t y - t h r e e  d e s p o ts  w o u ld  s u r e l y  b e  a s  o p p r e s s iv e  as  o n e ,"  as 
w i tn e s s  th e  d e s p o ti s m  i n  t h e  r e p u b l i c  o f  V e n ic e . "An e l e c t i v e
25d e s p o t i s m ,"  h e  d e c l a r e d ,  "w as n o t  t h e  g o v ern m en t we f o u g h t  f o r . "
The a d v a n ta g e s  o f  pow er and  w e a l th  w o u ld  so o n  b e  d is c o v e r e d  b y  th e
l e g i s l a t o r s ,  h e  s a i d ,  and  c o r r u p t i o n  w o u ld  f o l lo w .  T h u s , r e v i s i o n
o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  was u r g e n t ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  th e
p r e s e n t  l e g i s l a t o r s .  "T he tim e  to  g u a rd  a g a i n s t  c o r r u p t i o n  and
26
ty r a n n y ,  i s  b e f o r e  th e y  s h a l l  h av e  g o t t e n  h o ld  on u s . "
A n o th e r  m a t t e r  o f  s e r io u s  im p o r t  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  th e
OO
See S y d n o r, £ £ . c i t .
2^L ipscom b and B e rg h , I I ,  162 .
25I b i d . ,  I I ,  163 .
26I b i d . ,  I I ,  165.
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V i r g i n i a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  h ad  b e e n  e n a c te d  b y  th e  o r d in a r y  l e g i s l a t u r e  
a t  th e  t im e  o f  t h e  R e v o lu t io n ,  h a v in g  a r r o g a t e d  to  i t s e l f  th e  
pow ers r i g h t f u l l y  b e lo n g in g  o n ly  to  an  a ssem b ly  upon  w h ich  th e  
p e o p le  h ad  c o n f e r r e d  s p e c i a l  pow ers t o  c r e a t e  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  
F u r th e rm o re ,  th e  l e g i s l a t o r s  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  th e y  
h a d  e n a c te d  was u n a l t e r a b l e ,  so m e th in g  J e f f e r s o n  c o n s id e r e d  to  be  
e q u i v a l e n t  t o  one l e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s in g  a c t s  w h ich  s u b s e q u e n t l e g i s ­
l a t u r e s  c o u ld  n o t  r e v o k e .  C le a r ly ,  an y  d u ly  e l e c t e d  l e g i s l a t u r e  may 
a l t e r  t h e  a c t s  o f  p r e v io u s  l e g i s l a t u r e s ,  a s  Coke d e m o n s t r a te d .  T h e re  
w as n o th in g  s a c r e d  a b o u t th e  V i r g i n i a  c o n s t i t u t i o n :  i t  c o u ld  and
s h o u ld  b e  r e v i s e d .  T h is  t h e  p e o p le  d e s i r e d ,  b u t  m u s t th e y  now r i s e  
i n  r e b e l l i o n  to  make t h e i r  w i l l  known? M ust t h e  p e o p l e 's  s i l e n c e  
b e  c o n s t r u e d  a s  a p p ro v a l?
P e rh a p s  m o s t d a n g e ro u s  o f  a l l  w as th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  A ssem bly  
e x e r c i s e d  th e  pow er o f  d e te rm in in g  t h e  quorum  r e q u i r e d  f o r  l e g i s ­
l a t i v e  a c t i o n ,  f o l lo w in g  th e  p r e c e d e n t  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  P a r l i a m e n t .  
D u rin g  th e  R e v o lu t io n  th e  H ouse o f  D e le g a te s  v o te d  t h a t  f o r t y  
members w o u ld  c o n s t i t u t e  a  quorum , b u t  even  c r i s i s  d id  n o t  j u s t i f y  
su c h  a c t io n - - f r o m  f o r t y  th e y  m ig h t r e d u c e  th e  quorum  to  f o u r ,  and 
from  f o u r  to  o n e , th u s  in t r o d u c in g  r u l e  by  o l i g a r c h y  o r  m o narchy .
T he p e o p le  s h o u ld  a c c e p t  o n ly  su c h  law s as  a r e  p a s s e d  by  t h e  a c t i o n
o f  th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and r e f u s e  to  l e g i t i m i z e
27
o th e r s  e n a c te d  by  a  m i n o r i t y  quorum .
A n sw erin g  t h e  q u e ry  o f  B a rb e -M arb o is  r e g a r d in g  th e  s t a t e
27I b i d . , I I ,  1 6 5 -7 1 .
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c o n s t i t u t i o n  g av e  J e f f e r s o n  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  e x p re s s  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l
i d e a s .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  d u r in g  th e  R e v o lu t io n a ry  u p h e a v a l o f  D ecem ber,
1776 , " i t  w as p ro p o se d  i n  t h e  h o u se  o f  d e l e g a t e s  t o  c r e a t e  a  d i c t a t o r ,
in v e s t e d  w i th  e v e ry  pow er . . .  o f  l i f e  and  d e a th  o v e r  o u r  p e rs o n s
and  p r o p e r t i e s ;  a n d , i n  Ju n e  1781 a g a in  . . . t h e  same p r o p o s i t i o n
28w as r e p e a te d ,  and  w a n te d  o n ly  a  few  v o te s  o f  b e in g  p a s s e d ."  T h is
29
w as a  m a t t e r  h e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  g r e a t  l e n g th .  The V i r g i n i a  la w s , h e  
p o in t e d  o u t ,  c o n ta in e d  no p r o v i s i o n  w h ereb y  e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
c o u ld  abandon  t h e i r  p o s t s  and  d e l e g a t e  t h e i r  pow ers t o  o t h e r s ,  w i th o u t  
e x p r e s s  p e r m is s io n  fro m  th e  p e o p le .  The l e g i s l a t o r s  c o u ld  f in d  no
28I b i d . , IX , 1 7 3 -7 4 .
2 ^ I t  w as o b v io u s ly  a  s u b j e c t  o f  c o n s id e r a b le  im p o r ta n c e  t o  
h im , p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  th e  l a t t e r  p r o p o s a l  came a t  t h e  end  o f  h i s  
te rm  a s  g o v e rn o r ,  a t  w h ic h  tim e  th e  A ssem bly  v o te d  to  make an  i n v e s t i ­
g a t io n  o f  h i s  c o n d u c t d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  o f  B r i t i s h  arm ed a s s a u l t .
T he m ove, s u p p o r te d  b y  h i s  e n e m ie s , came to  n o th in g ,  and  h e  was 
o f f i c i a l l y  a b s o lv e d  o f  m isc o n d u c t and  te n d e r e d  a  v o te  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  
by  th e  A ssem b ly . N e v e r th e l e s s ,  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  wounded h im  d e e p ly ,  
p e rh a p s  m ore th a n  any  o t h e r  e x p e r ie n c e  i n  h i s  l i f e .  P e d e n , p .  2 8 . 
A c tu a l ly ,  J e f f e r s o n  seem s to  h a v e  o v e re m p h a s iz e d  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  
th e  1776 p r o p o s a l  o f  t h e  H ouse o f  D e le g a te s  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  
im m inen t d a n g e r ,  t h e  " u s u a l  fo rm s o f  g o v ern m en t s h o u ld  b e  su sp e n d e d  
f o r  a  l i m i t e d  t im e ,"  a l th o u g h  t h e r e  may h a v e  b e e n  p r i v a t e  t a l k  o f  a  
d i c t a t o r s h i p  i n  th e  s e n s e  u se d  by  J e f f e r s o n ,  w hose r e s e n tm e n t  to w a rd  
P a t r i c k  H enry  le d  h im  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  H enry  w as one o f  t h e  i n s t i ­
g a t o r s  o f  th e  move. M alo n e , J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n , p .  305 . The 
1781 i n c i d e n t ,  w h ich  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  G e n e ra l  Thomas 
N e ls o n , J r . ,  th e  r a n k in g  V i r g i n i a  m i l i t i a  o f f i c e r ,  t o  su c c e e d  
J e f f e r s o n  a s  g o v e rn o r ,  h e  a l s o  a t t r i b u t e d  l a r g e l y  to  H e n ry 's  a c t i v i ­
t i e s .  A d eq u a te  r e c o r d s  to  a s c e r t a i n  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  
s u s p i c io n s  do n o t  e x i s t .  I b i d . , p .  160 . J e f f e r s o n 's  b i t t e r n e s s  i n  
t h i s  r e g a r d  c a n  b e s t  b e  u n d e r s to o d  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  f e a r  t h a t  
t h e  p ro p o se d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  h i s  c o n d u c t a s  w a r - t im e  g o v e r n o r - -  
w h ic h  h e  a l s o  a t t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  H e n ry --w o u ld  je o p a r d iz e  
h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  p u b l i c  s e r v a n t ,  a  r e c u r r i n g  s p e c t r e  th ro u g h o u t 
h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  P ed en , p .  28 5 .
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j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  p ro p o s a l  i n  th e  c r i s e s  w h ich  e x is te c f .
" N e c e s s i t i e s  w h ich  d i s s o lv e  a  g o v ern m en t, do n o t  co n v ey  i t s  a u t h o r i t y
to  an  o l i g a r c h y  o r  a  m o n a rc h y ,"  h e  d e c l a r e d .  "They th ro w  b a c k , i n t o
30
th e  h an d s  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  th e  pow ers th e y  h ad  d e le g a te d  . . .
Such w ere  t h e i r  " u n a l i e n a b le  r i g h t s . "  The th o u g h t o f  c r e a t i n g  a
d i c t a t o r s h i p  "was t r e a s o n  a g a i n s t  th e  p e o p le ;  was t r e a s o n  a g a i n s t
31m ankind i n  g e n e r a l , "  f o r  th e  A m erican  e x p e r im e n t w as to  h o ld  
im p l ic a t io n s  f o r  a l l  h u m a n ity . The i n s t i g a t o r s  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  
m ig h t lo o k  to  Rome f o r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ;  b u t  th e  te m p o ra ry  t y r a n t  
e l e c t e d  t h e r e  paved  th e  way f o r  p e rm an en t d i c t a t o r s h i p .  I n  V i r g i n i a ,  
t r u e  c o n se n su s  e x i s t e d  among th e  p e o p le ,  f o r  th e y  w e re  u n i t e d  i n  
t h e i r  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  l i b e r t y ,  and  c a l l i n g  upon th e  Roman p r e c e d e n t  
to  e x o n e ra te  l e g i s l a t o r s  w ould  n o t  do . The w o r ld  w as f u l l  o f
p r e c e d e n ts  men m ig h t u se  to  j u s t i f y  th e  b e  H um  omnium i n  om n ia , h e
d e c l a r e d ,  q u o t in g  H obbes.
T h a t th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o u ld  c o n d u c t i t s e l f  i n  su c h  a  fafeh ion  
p o in te d  up th e  d e f e c t s  o f  th e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  w i th  i t s  f a i l u r e  
to  p ro v id e  f o r  th e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  p o w ers ; f u r th e r m o r e ,  th e  p r e c e d e n t  
o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  f ix i n g  i t s  own quorum  added  g r e a t l y  to  t h i s  
d a n g e r . Such b e h a v io r  u n d e r  t h e  c o lo r  o f  le g i t im a c y  c o u ld  b u t  le a d  
to  ty ra n n y  and d e s p o tis m  a t  th e  hands o f  s e l f - p e r p e t u a t i n g  e l i t e s - -
and a t  l a s t  to  r e b e l l i o n  by  th e  p e o p le .
To J e f f e r s o n  c o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  as we h av e  s e e n ,  w ere  n o t
^ L ip s c o m b  and B ergh , I I ,  175. 
31I b i d . , I I ,  176.
s a c r o s a n c t .  B u t law  as  th e  f o u n d a t io n  o f  d e m o c r a t ic  g o v e rn m e n t was
e s s e n t i a l .  I n  1 776 , s t i l l  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  he  h a d  w r i t t e n  Thom as
N e ls o n ,  J r . ,  i n  V i r g i n i a  o f  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  f r a m in g  th e
new g o v e rn m e n t o f  t h e  Com m onw ealth. " I t  i s  a  w o rk  o f  th e  m o s t
i n t e r e s t i n g  n a t u r e  and  s u c h  a s  e v e ry  i n d i v i d u a l  w o u ld  w ish  t o  h a v e
h i s  v o i c e  i n , "  h e  s a i d .  L i b e r t y  and  in d e p e n d e n c e  w ere  a t  s t a k e ,  and
p r o v id i n g  a  good g o v e rn m e n t w as now t h e  m o st c r u c i a l  o f  t a s k s :  " f o r
s h o u ld  a  b ad  g o v e rn m e n t b e  i n s t i t u t e d  f o r  u s ,  i n  f u t u r e  i t  h a d  b een
as  w e l l  t o  h av e  a c c e p te d  a t  f i r s t  th e  b ad  one o f f e r e d  us f ro m  beyond
32
th e  w a t e r  w i th o u t  t h e  r i s k  and  e x p e n s e  o f  c o n t e s t . "  I t  w as h i s  
a r d e n t  d e s i r e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z i n g  o f  g o v e rn m e n t 
to  s e c u r e  " th e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  l i b e r t y "  t o  a l l ,  an d  t o  him  a l l  i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s  w e re  in s t r u m e n t s  t o  b e  u se d  i n  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  g o a ls  
e x p r e s s e d  in  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e . C o n s t i t u t i o n s  p r o ­
v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  g o v e rn m e n ts  w e re  t h e r e f o r e  a r e a d y  
m eans o f  im p le m e n tin g  p ro g ram s to  i n s u r e  m a n 's  f reed o m  and h a p p i n e s s .  
L a t e r  i n  l i f e ,  h e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  many o f  t h e  e a r l y  A m erican e f f o r t s  
h a d  f a i l e d  to  p e n e t r a t e  " t o  t h e  m o th e r  p r i n c i p l e ,  t h a t  'g o v e rn m e n ts  a r e
r e p u b l i c a n  o n ly  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  a s  th e y  embody t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  p e o p le
33and e x e c u te  i t . ' "  H is  d r a f t  o f  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  V i r g i n i a  was
i t s e l f  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  b u t  t im e  c o u ld  h e a l  t h e  d e f e c t s  i n  i t  ( j u s t  as 
i t  c o u ld  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n )  v i a  am endm ents, f o r  n o  c o n ­
s t i t u t i o n s  w e re  l e g i t i m a t e l y  p e r p e t u a l .  A lth o u g h  th e  V i r g i n i a
" ^ F o rd , W r i t i n g s , I I ,  1 -2 .  
33I b i d . ,  X , 3 7 .
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c o n v e n t io n  f a i l e d  t o  c o n s id e r  h i s  d r a f t ,  h e  was to  p la y  a  d e c i s i v e  
r o l e  i n  r e v i s i n g  th e  law s o f  th e  s t a t e ,  a  m a t t e r  t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  
l a t e r  c o n s id e r .
J e f f e r s o n  w as o f t e n  d e s c r ib e d  as  " a m ia b le ,” " a g r e e a b l e , "  
" s o f t - s p o k e n ,"  " g e n t l e , "  b y  h i s  c o n te m p o r a r ie s ,  and  so  h i s  b io g r a p h e r s  
sp e a k  o f  him  to d a y .  I n  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and  f a c e - t o - f a c e  a s s o ­
c i a t i o n s ,  h i s  a m i a b i l i t y  was no d o u b t a  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  m ark o f  h i s  
p e r s o n a l i t y ;  h o w ev er, t h e  e x p r e s s io n s  he  s e t  down in  w r i t i n g  w ere  
o f t e n  s t r o n g  an d  som etim es e x tre m e . N ot o n ly  was t h i s  t r u e  o f  h i s  
d e n u n c ia t io n s  o f  th e  B r i t i s h ;  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o n e n ts  a l s o  f e l t  
t h e  s t i n g  o f  H is  w r i t t e n  a t t a c k s .  F o r  a  man who h a te d  c o n t r o v e r s y  
as much a s  h e  d id ,  h e  w as n o t  i n f r e q u e n t l y  v i o l e n t  i n  h i s  c r i t i c i s m s  
o f  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s  and  " th e  p a r t y  o f  H am ilto n .,"  a s  he  came to  sp eak  
o f  them . B u t t h i s  c a n  no d o u b t b e  u n d e r s to o d  b y  co m p reh en d in g  h i s  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  s i t u a t i o n s  d u r in g  th e  F e d e r a l i s t  e r a .
I n  th e  e a r l y  d ay s o f  th e  R e p u b lic  J e f f e r s o n ,  s e e k in g  u n i t y
and c o n se n su s  among th e  p e o p le  and  among th e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  th e  new
n a t i o n ,  denounced  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  " I f  I  c o u ld  n o t  go t o  h eav en
34b u t  w i th  a  p a r t y , "  h e  d e c l a r e d ,  " I  w ou ld  n o t  go t h e r e  a t  a l l . "  As 
Cham bers p o in t s  o u t ,  J e f f e r s o n  h ad  won u n d y in g  fam e a s  th e  a u th o r  
o f  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e , and  " b e in g  so m e th in g  o f  a  p r a c ­
t i c a l  v i s i o n a r y  i n  p o l i t i c s , "  h e  " h e ld  to  h i s  e a r l y  f a i t h  i n  a 
p r i s t i n e  c o n c e p tio n  o f  an  u n s t r u c t u r e d ,  a lm o s t a u to m a tic  dem o cracy , 
an d  p e r s i s t e d  i n  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  an  a ro u s e d  p u b l i c  o p in io n  w ould  b e
^ K o c h  and Peden , p .  x x v i i i .
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s u f f i c i e n t  t o  p u t  g o v ern m en t p o l i c y  on a  p r o p e r  c o u r s e . T h i s  w as
o f  c o u r s e ,  d u r in g  h i s  e a r l y  days a s  a  member o f  W a s h in g to n 's  c a b i n e t
w hen h i s  c l a s h e s  w i th  H a m ilto n  f i r s t  came to  t h e  f o r e .  He becam e
i n c r e a s i n g l y  a la rm e d  a t  t h e  v iew  o f  a n t i - d e m o c r a ts  " h a n k e r in g  a f t e r
t h e  v e r y  sy s te m  w hose c o r r u p t i o n  and  d e c l in e  h e  had  w i tn e s s e d  in
E u r o p e - - a  s y s te m  o f  a r i s t o c r a t i c  p r i v i l e g e  h e a d e d  by  a  K in g  in  d eed  
36i f  n o t  i n  n am e."  A lth o u g h  i n  n o n - o f f i c i a l  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s
h e  an d  H a m ilto n  m a in ta in e d  a  f r i e n d l y  a p p ro a c h  to  eac h  o t h e r ,  i n
th e  c a b i n e t  th e y  c l a s h e d ,  as  J e f f e r s o n  s a i d ,  l i k e  two f i g h t i n g  c o c k s .
Once d u r in g  a  v i s i t  to  J e f f e r s o n 's  q u a r t e r s ,  H a m ilto n  o b s e rv e d
t h r e e  p o r t r a i t s  on  th e  w a l l ,  th o s e  o f  B acon, N ew ton, and  L ocke . N o t
r e c o g n iz in g  th e m , h e  in q u i r e d  a s  to  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y .  J e f f e r s o n  r e p l i e d
t h a t  th e y  w e re  h i s  " t r i n i t y  o f  th e  t h r e e  g r e a t e s t  man t h e  w o rld  h ad
e v e r  p r o d u c e d ."  H a m ilto n  re sp o n d e d  e m p h a t ic a l ly ,  "T he g r e a t e s t  man
37t h a t  e v e r  l i v e d  was J u l i u s  C a e s a r ."  To J e f f e r s o n  t h i s  r e v e a le d  
H a m i l to n 's  p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h y ,  one b ased  upon  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  i t  
w as n e c e s s a r y  to  u se  e i t h e r  f o r c e  o r  c o r r u p t i o n  to  g o v e rn .  He c o n ­
c lu d e d  t h a t  H a m ilto n  w as a  " m o n a rc h is t  i n  s p i r i t ,  t h a t  h e  h ad  no 
c o n f id e n c e  i n  p o p u la r  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h a t  h e  r e l i e d  on  th e  i n t e r e s t
o f  t h e  m oneyed c l a s s  to  cem ent t h e  U nion  and  s u p p o r t  t h e  g o v e rn -  
38m e n t ."  T h u s , h i s  and  H a m il to n 's  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  w e re  fu n d a m e n ta l ly
35C ham bers, o £ .  c i t . , p p . 5 - 6 .
36K och and P e d e n , p .  x x v i i i .
^ F o r d ,  W r i t i n g s , IX , 2 9 6 .
^^Malone, J e f f e r s o n  and t h e  R igh ts  o f  Man, p .  2 8 7 .  See a l s o
Koch and P eden , pp. 6 0 8 -9 .
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and i r r e v o c a b l y  o p p o se d . A t l a s t ,  o p p o s i t i o n  to  H a m ilto n ’ s p o l i c i e s
grew  among a  num ber o f  A m e ric a n s , b u t  th e  e a r l y  le a d e r s h ip  o f  t h i s
o p p o s i t i o n  " l a y  l e s s  i n  J e f f e r s o n 's  g e n t l e  h an d s  th a n  i t  d id  i n  th e
39
han d s  o f  o t h e r  m en ,"  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  th e  h an d s  o f  M ad iso n . J e f f e r ­
s o n 's  h a t r e d  o f  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  le d  h im  to  e s c a p e  
th e  c o n f l i c t  w i th  H a m ilto n  by  r e s i g n i n g  h i s  p o s t  a s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
S t a t e  and  r e t u r n i n g  to  M o n t ic e l lo  i n  1793 . "W ith  th e  p o s s i b l e  
e x c e p t io n  o f  W a s h in g to n ,"  M alone s a y s ,  "h e  w as th e  m ost s e n s i t i v e  o f  
th e  m a jo r  p u b l i c  men o f  h i s  e r a , " ^  and  h e  h im s e l f  d e c la r e d  t h a t  he
fou n d  " t h e  p a in  o f  a  l i t t l e  c e n s u r e ,  ev e n  when i t  i s  u n fo u n d e d , i s
41
m ore a c u t e  th a n  th e  p l e a s u r e  o f  much p r a i s e . "
B u t h e  c o u ld  n o t  s i t  o u t  th e  c o n t r o v e r s y  a t  M o n t ic e l lo .  A t 
l a s t  h e  w as draw n i n t o  t h e  t h i c k  o f  t h e  f r a y  and em erged  a s  t h e  
l e a d e r  o f  th e  o p p o s i t i o n  p a r t y ,  a  l e a d e r s h ip  h e  p u rs u e d  w i th  su ch  
v ig o r  t h a t  h e  m u st h a v e  s u r p r i s e d  h im s e l f .  The p r i n c i p l e s  a t  s t a k e  
o v e r ro d e  i n  im p o r ta n c e  h i s  e x tre m e  d i s t a s t e  f o r  c o n t r o v e r s y .  "He 
was a  t r u e  and  p u re  sym bol o f  th e  r i g h t s  o f  m an ,"  M alone s a y s ,
42
" b e c a u s e ,  i n  h i s  own m in d , th e  c a u s e  w as g r e a t e r  th a n  h i m s e l f . "
J e f f e r s o n  a s  a  p o l i t i c i a n  i s  t o  b e  c o n s id e re d  l a t e r  i n  t h i s  
s tu d y .  Always t h e  " p r a c t i c a l  i d e a l i s t , "  h e  a t  l a s t  becam e c o n v in c e d  
t h a t  so m e th in g  m ore w as n eed e d  to  i n s u r e  th e  r i g h t s  o f  th e  p e o p le
C ham bers, o £ . c i t . , p .  6 .
^Qj e f f e r s o n  and  th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man, p .  x x i i i .
^ % o r d ,  W r i t i n g s , V, 7 8 .
^ J e f f e r s o n  and th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man, pp. x x i i i - x x i v .
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th a n  an  e n l ig h te n e d  p u b l i c  o p in io n  o p e r a t in g  o u t s i d e  th e  s t r u c t u r e  
o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  In d e e d ,  i n  1798, h e  d e c l a r e d :
I n  e v e ry  f r e e  and d e l i b e r a t i n g  s o c i e t y  t h e r e  m u s t, from  
t h e  n a t u r e  o f  man, b e  o p p o s i t e  p a r t i e s  and  v i o l e n t  d i s s e n s io n s  
and  d i s c o r d s ;  and  one o f  th e s e  m u st f o r  th e  m o st p a r t  p r e v a i l  
o v e r  t h e  o t h e r  f o r  a  lo n g e r  o r  s h o r t e r  t im e .  P e rh a p s  t h i s  
p a r t y  d i v i s i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  in d u c e  e a c h  to  w a tc h  and 
r e l a t e  t o  th e  p e o p le  th e  p ro c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  o t h e r . ^3
J e f f e r s o n 's  em ergence  a s  p a r t y  l e a d e r  w as th u s  th e  r e s u l t  o f  
h i s  v iew  o f  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  among w h ic h  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  
th e m s e lv e s ,  h e  f i n a l l y  d e c id e d ,  w e re  t o  p la y  a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  th e  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  d e m o c r a t i c - r e p u b l i c a n  g o v e rn m e n t. T he same id e a l s  t h a t  
m o t iv a te d  h i s  e a r l y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  R e v o lu t io n a ry  c a u s e - - in d e e d ,  
w h ic h  o f t e n  le d  h im  to  f o r g e  ah ead  o f  h i s  c o m p a tr io t s  i n  t h a t  c a u s e ,  
a s  a  " s p e c i a l  d e f i n e r  o f  s i t u a t i o n s " - - w e r e  a t  w ork  i n  h i s  l a t e r  
p o l i t i c a l  e n d e a v o rs .  H is  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i e s  and  th e  b a s i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  h e  fo u n d  b e tw e e n  th e  F e d e r a l i s t s  
and  th e  R e p u b lic a n s  a r e  e x p r e s s e d  w i th  e x c e p t io n a l  c l a r i t y  i n  a  l e t t e r  
h e  w ro te  i n  1813 to  Jo h n  M e l i s h ,  a  S co tsm an  who h ad  w r i t t e n  o f  h i s  
t r a v e l s  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .
T h a t  e a c h  p a r t y  e n d e a v o rs  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
o f  th e  g o v e rn m e n t, and  e x c lu d e  th e  o th e r  fro m  pow er, i s  t r u e ,  
and  may b e  s t a t e d  as  a  m o tiv e  o f  a c t i o n ;  b u t  t h i s  i s  o n ly  
s e c o n d a ry ;  th e  p r im a ry  m o tiv e  b e in g  a  r e a l  and  r a d i c a l  d i f ­
f e r e n c e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e  . . . .  The q u e s t i o n  o f  
p r e f e r e n c e  b e tw ee n  m onarchy  and  r e p u b l ic a n is m ,  w h ic h  h a s  so  
lo n g  d iv id e d  m ankind  e ls e w h e re ,  t h r e a t e n s  a  p e rm a n e n t 
d i v i s i o n  he  r e .
^ C h a m b e rs ,  o £ . c i t . ,  p .  149 . S ee  a l s o  Koch and P ed en , 
p p .  7 1 4 -1 5 .
44Lipscomb and Bergh, X III,- 2 0 8 -9 .
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T he s p e c t r e  o f  m onarch ism  h a u n te d  J e f f e r s o n  th ro u g h o u t  h i s
a
l i f e ,  an d  th e  f e a r  t h a t  h i s  b e lo v e d  R e p u b lic  w ou ld  a t  l a s t  em brace  
th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  m o n arch y , w i th  i t s  d e s p o tis m , ty r a n n y ,  and d e n i a l  
o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  m an, may c o r r e c t l y  b e  s e e n  as  th e  s i n g l e  g r e a t e s t  
m o t iv a t in g  f a c t o r  i n  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  e n d e a v o r s . He c o u ld  n o t  f o r g e t  
H a m il to n 's  e x p re s s e d  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  th e  E n g l is h  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  h i s  
d i s t r u s t  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  h i s  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  th e  moneyed c l a s s - - w h a t  
J e f f e r s o n  l i k e d  to  c a l l  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  "Anglom any and m o n a rc h y ."  
Of a l l  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  h e  u n q u e s t io n a b ly  h a te d  m onarchy t h e  
m ost i n t e n s e l y ,  an d  a lo n g  w i th  i t ,  a  s e l f - c e n t e r e d  o l i g a r c h y  o f  
a r i s t o c r a c y  w h ic h  e x p l o i t e d  a  la n d  and  p e o p le  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  
t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  c l a s s .  I n  h i s  l a s t  e x t a n t  l e t t e r ,  w r i t t e n  l e s s  th a n  
two w eeks b e f o r e  h i s  d e a th ,  h e  sp o k e , o u t  w i th  s i n g u l a r  e lo q u e n c e  
th e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  h ad  m o t iv a te d  so much o f  h i s  l i f e  and  th o u g h t ,  
" t h a t  t h e  mass o f  m ankind  h ad  n o t  b e e n  b o m  w i th  s a d d le s  on t h e i r  
b a c k s ,  n o r  a  f a v o r i t e  few b o o te d  and  s p u r r e d ,  r e a d y  to  r i d e  them  
l e g i t i m a t e l y ,  b y  th e  g ra c e  o f  G o d ." ^
L e g i t im a c y  h e  b e l i e v e d  sh o u ld  b e  b a s e d  on c o n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  
w h ic h  th e  p e o p le  g av e  t h e i r  a s s e n t  and  a p p ro v a l  i n  w h a t Max W eber 
c a l l e d  a  r a t i o n a l - l e g a l  sy s te m . N e i t h e r  p r i v i l e g e  o f  b i r t h  n o r  
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  pow er c o u ld  p r o v id e  t r u e  l e g i t im a c y :  th e  r i g h t s  o f
man w e re  " u n a l i e n a b l e . "  P o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a s  in s t r u m e n ts  t o  
b e  u t i l i z e d  in  s e c u r in g  th e s e  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s ,  w e re  to  b e  c o n t r o l l e d  
b y  th e  p e o p le ,  and  h e  came to  s e e  t h a t  t h e s e  in s t r u m e n ts  in c lu d e d
45I b i d . , XVI, 181.
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p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  as  w e l l  a s  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  and  com pacts  o f  a g re e m e n t.
As L i p s e t  p o i n t s  o u t - - a n d  a s  J e f f e r s o n  c l e a r l y  u n d e rs to o d ~ -d e m o c ra c y
i s  " a  sy s te m  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  w h ich  th e  p e o p le
46
c h o o s e  among a l t e r n a t i v e  c o n te n d e r s  f o r  p u b l i c  o f f i c e . "  B ut 
d em o cracy  w as s t i l l  m o re : a  s t r u c t u r e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n
w h ic h  p a r t i e s  o f f e r e d  m ore th a n  " a l t e r n a t i v e  c o n te n d e r s  f o r  p u b l i c  
o f f i c e " - - w h i c h  o f f e r e d  a l s o  t o  t h e  p e o p le  a  c l e a r  c h o ic e  o f  p r i n ­
c i p l e s  o f  g o v e rn m e n t. And J e f f e r s o n  saw th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  th e  
F e d e r a l i s t s  and  th o s e  o f  t h e  R e p u b lic a n s  as  s ta n d in g  i n  sh a rp  an d  
d ic h o to m o u s c o n t r a s t .
J e f f e r s o n ’ s e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  r e a lm  o f  p a r t y  p o l i t i c s  
r e s u l t e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  from  h i s  g ro w in g  f e a r  o f  th e  p o l i c i e s , o f  t h e  
F e d e r a l i s t s ,  " a n  A n g lic a n ,  m o n a rc h ic a l ,  & a r i s t o c r a t i c  p a r t y  . . .
w h o se  avowed o b j e c t , "  h e  d e c l a r e d ,  " i s  to  draw  o v e r  u s  th e  s u b s ta n c e
47a s  th e y  h a v e  a l r e a d y  done th e  form s o f  th e  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m e n t."
I n  th e  fam ous M azze i l e t t e r  o f  1792, h e  r e f e r r e d  to  " t h e  a p o s t a t e s
who have  gone o v e r  to  th e s e  h e r e s i e s ,  men who w e re  Samsons i n  t h e
f i e l d  & Solom ons in  th e  c o u n c i l ,  b u t  who h a v e  h ad  t h e i r  h ead s  s h o rn
48b y  th e  h a r l o t  E n g la n d ,"  an  a c c u s a t io n  w id e ly  u n d e r s to o d  to  r e f e r  
t o  W ash in g to n  h im s e l f .  By 1798 J e f f e r s o n 's  a la rm  w as so  g r e a t  t h a t  
h e  s e c r e t l y  drew  up t h e  K en tu ck y  R e s o lu t io n s ,  i n  w h ic h  h e  e l a b o r a t e d  
t h e  th e o ry  o f  s t a t e s '  r i g h t s  a s  an  e x t e n s io n  o f  th e  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t
^ S e y m o u r  M a r t in  L i p s e t ,  The U n ite d  S t a t e s - - The F i r s t  New 
N a t io n  (B e rk e le y ,  C a l i f c :  I n s t i t u t e  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S tu d ie s ,  1 9 6 4 ),
p .  326 .
47F ord , Works, V I I I ,  236 .
48I b i d .
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d o c t r i n e ,  c o n te n d in g  t h a t  th e  f e d e r a l  g o v ern m e n t was c r e a t e d  by  th e  
s t a t e s ,  t h a t  i t  was t h e  a g e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e s ,  an d  t h a t  i t  w as t h e r e ­
f o r e  a c c o u n ta b le  f o r  i t s  a c t i o n s  t o  t h e  s t a t e s . He e v e n  s u g g e s te d  
t h a t  th e  s t a t e s  m ig h t n u l l i f y  u n a u th o r iz e d  a c t s  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l
g o v e rn m e n t, and  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  r e s o r t  t o  r e b e l l i o n  to  d e f e a t  t h e
49u s u r p a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t s .
J e f f e r s o n 's  p u rp o s e  h e r e i n  w as p r i m a r i l y  t o  w a rn  th e  
F e d e r a l i s t s  t h a t  t h e i r  a s s u m p tio n  o f  u n d e le g a te d  and  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
p o w e rs , a s  em bod ied  i n  t h e  A l ie n  an d  S e d i t i o n  A c ts ,  w o u ld  b e  
r e s i s t e d .  He a l s o  h o p ed  to  com pel them  to  u n d e r ta k e  " a  r e f o r m a t io n  
o f  t h e i r  e n t i r e  schem e o f  g o v e rn m e n t. 11 As t h e  a u th o r  o f  th e s e
R e s o l u t i o n s ,  h e ,  th e  V ic e - P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  m ig h t c o n ­
c e i v a b l y  h a v e  b e e n  c h a rg e d  w i th  s e d i t i o n  and  im peached  f o r  t r e a s o n .  
H ow ever, h e  saw th e  c o u r s e  he  fo l lo w e d  a s  p e rh a p s  th e  o n ly  one o p en
to  h im  i n  c o m b a tt in g  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s '  a t t a c k  o n  th e  fu n d a m e n ta ls  o f
51d e m o c r a t i c - r e p u b l i c a n  g o v ern m en t an d  fre e d o m .
I t  w as i n  t h i s  s e n s e  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  b e l i e v e d  h i s  e l e c t i o n  i n  
1800 to  b e  a  r e v o l u t i o n  c o m p a ra b le  t o  t h a t  o f  1776. T he im p r e s s iv e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  v o te s  r e c e iv e d  by  t h e  R e p u b l ic a n s  c o n f irm e d  h i s  f a i t h  i n  
t h e  p e o p le ,  who h ad  r a l l i e d  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  t o  a  s e t  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  
d is a v o w in g  w h a t h e  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  t h e  d i c t a t o r i a l  t e n d e n c ie s  o f  
ceven  th e  Adams F e d e r a l i s t s .  T he F e d e r a l i s t  v i l i f i c a t i o n  o f  J e f f e r s o n - -
^ P a d o v e r ,  J e f f e r s o n , p .  111 .
- ^ S c h a c h n e r ,  o £ . c i t . , I I ,  6 1 2 .
-^M alone, J e f f e r s o n  and t h e  O rdeal o f  L i b e r t y , p .  4 0 0 .
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p e rh a p s  unm atched  i n  A m erican  p o l i t i c a l  cam paigns s i n c e - - f a i l e d  to
52m is le a d  th e  p e o p le ,  who v o te d  n o t  o n ly  f o r  c a n d id a te s  b u t  a l s o  f o r  
p r i n c i p l e s .  T he J e f f e r s o n i a n  p r i n c i p l e s  w h ich  h ad  echoed  r e s o u n d ­
i n g l y  i n  t h e  D e c la r a t i o n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e  w ere  h e a rd  a g a in  u n d e r  th e  
a e g i s  o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  The p r i n c i p l e s  w ere  t h e  sam e, and  th e  
c h o ic e  o f  t h e  p e o p le  w as c l e a r  and  u n e q u iv o c a l .
T he F e d e r a l i s t s  o f f e r e d  a  p ro g ram  b a s e d  upon  p o l i c i e s  a n t i ­
t h e t i c a l  t o  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  p e o p le  a t  l a r g e ,  and  as  M anning
D au er p o i n t s  o u t ,  came i n c r e a s i n g l y  to  s t r u c t u r e  t h e i r  p o l i c y  to
53f a v o r  c o m m erc ia l g ro u p s  a l o n e .  I n  a  n a t io n  made up p r e d o m in a n tly  
o f  f a r m e r s ,  t h i s  p o l i c y  was s u i c i d a l .  The " f a v o re d  few " w e re  to  
r e t a i n  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  o f  l e a d e r s h ip  u n d e r  th e  F e d e r a l i s t s ,  ev en  
u n d e r  th e  m o d e ra te  Adams F e d e r a l i s t s .  J e f f e r s o n 's  R e p u b lic a n s  made 
t h e i r  a p p e a l  m ore n e a r l y  u n i v e r s a l .  I t  w as J e f f e r s o n  h im s e l f  who 
w r o te  th e  p la t f o r m  o f  h i s  p a r t y ,  p h r a s in g  th e  n o b le  i d e a l s  o f  th e  
g r e a t  A m erican  docum ents  i n  p r a c t i c a l  te rm s  th e  p e o p le  c o u ld  com­
p re h e n d .  The c h o ic e  was th u s  one b e tw ee n  p ro g ram s and  p o l i c i e s ,  
n o t  j u s t  b e tw e e n  m en. Adams t h e  p a t r i o t  and  J e f f e r s o n  th e  p a t r i o t  
w e re  sy m b o ls ; th e y  w ere  a l s o  spokesm en o f  p r i n c i p l e s .
As Cham bers p o in t s  o u t ,  when th e  F e d e r a l i s t s  s u r r e n d e r e d  
pow er to  th e  R e p u b lic a n s  i n  1801, t h i s  w as th e  f i r s t  " d e m o c r a t ic ,  
p e a c e f u l  t r a n s f e r  o f  pow er i n  m odem  p o l i t i c s , " ^ 1- r e p r e s e n t in g  th e
■ ^John C. M i l l e r ,  The F e d e r a l i s t  E r a , 1789-1801  (New Y ork: 
H a rp e r  and  Row, P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 6 3 ) , p p . 2 6 4 -6 6 .
-^ D a u e r , o £ . c i t . ,  p .  263 .
^ C ham bers, o £ .  c i t . , p .  169.
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f i r s t  f u l l  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  r a t i o n a l - l e g a l  p a t t e r n s  o f  d e m o c ra tic  
a u t h o r i t y  i n  m odern  t i m e s . As n a t i o n a l  c o n se n su s  em erged  d u r in g  
J e f f e r s o n 's  f i r s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  f u l l  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  th e  r a t i o n a l  
l e g i t im a c y  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  becam e a  r e a l i t y .  T h u s , f o r  t h e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s  t h e  " d e m o c ra t ic  v a l u e s ,  w h ic h  . . . becam e p a r t  o f  
i t s  n a t i o n a l  s e l f - im a g e  and t h e  b a s i s  f o r  i t s  a u t h o r i t y  s t r u c t u r e ,  
g a in e d  le g i t im a c y  a s  th e y  p ro v e d  e f f e c t i v e . I n  m ore n e a r l y  
J e f f e r s o n i a n  te rm s ,  ty ra n n y  and  d e s p o ti s m  w ere  d e f e a te d  and  th e  
r i g h t s  o f  man r e a s s e r t e d .  T he p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  A m eri­
c a n  e x p e r im e n t h ad  g a in e d  a  s t a b i l i t y  w h ic h , u n d e r  th e  w a tc h f u l  eye  
o f  an  e n l ig h te n e d  c i t i z e n r y ,  h e ld  f o r t h  t h e  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  t h e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  " a s s o c i a t e d  h a p p in e s s  o f  m an." T h u s , J e f f e r s o n  
saw th e  R e p u b lic a n  v i c t o r y  a s  " t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1 8 0 0 ,"  a  v i c t o r y  
o f  p o p u la r  s o v e r e ig n t y  w h ich  s e c u r e d  to  t h e  p e o p le  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  
and  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  o f  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .  And t h i s ,  to  h im , was 
t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .
J e f f e r s o n  e n v is io n e d  f o r  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  a  d i f f u s e d ,  
d e c e n t r a l i z e d  g o v ern m en t made up o f  s u b d iv i s io n s  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  a 
s y s te m , e a c h  p a r t  b a s e d  upon  r e p u b l i c a n  p r i n c i p l e s ,  from  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
to  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l s - - a  s y s te m  a l s o  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  d e m o c ra t ic  i n  t h a t  
i t  engaged  th e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a l l  v o t in g  c i t i z e n s .  H is g e n e r a l  
t h e o r y  o f  g o v ern m en t i s  w e l l  sum m arized  i n  a  l e t t e r  he  w ro te  i n  
1816 to  J o s e p h  C. C a b e l l ,  a  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r  who w as h i s  p r i n c i p a l  
c o -w o rk e r  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a .  "T he w ay to
55L i p s e t ,  o p . c i t . , p .  357 .
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h a v e  a  good and  s a f e  g o v e rn m e n t,"  h e  w r o te ,  " i s  n o t  t o  t r u s t  i t
a l l  t o  o n e , b u t  t o  d iv i d e  i t  among th e  many, d i s t r i b u t i n g  to  e v e r y
one e x a c t ly  t h e  f u n c t io n s  h e  i s  c o m p e te n t t o . "  T h ese  f u n c t i o n s  h e
o u t l i n e s  as f o l l o w s :
L e t t h e  n a t i o n a l  g o v ern m en t b e  e n t r u s t e d  w i th  th e  
d e fe n s e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ,  and  i t s  f o r e ig n  and  f e d e r a l  r e l a ­
t i o n s ;  t h e  S t a t e  g o v ern m en ts  w i th  th e  c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  la w s , 
p o l i c e ,  &hd a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  w h a t c o n c e rn s  th e  S t a t e  
g e n e r a l l y ;  t h e  c o u n t ie s  w i th  t h e  l o c a l  c o n c e rn s  o f  th e  
c o u n t i e s ,  and  e a c h  w ard  d i r e c t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  w i th i n  
i t s e l f .  I t  i s  b y  d iv i d in g  and  s u b d iv id in g  th e s e  r e p u b ­
l i c s  from  t h e  g r e a t  n a t i o n a l  one down th ro u g h  a l l  i t s  
s u b o r d in a t e s ,  u n t i l  i t  ends i n  th e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  
e v e ry  m a n 's  fa rm  b y  h im s e l f ;  b y  p la c in g  u n d e r  e v e ry  one 
w h a t h i s  own ey e  may s u p e r in t e n d ,  t h a t  a l l  w i l l  be  done 
f o r  th e  b e s t . ^6
I n  h i s  i d e a l  a g r a r i a n  r e p u b l i c ,  J e f f e r s o n  was s t r o n g l y  com­
m i t t e d  to  th e  d i f f u s i o n  and  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  po w er. Any o t h e r  
c o u r s e  was a  f a t a l  o n e , h e  b e l i e v e d ,  and  t h i s  was th e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  
h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  s t a t e s '  r i g h t s  w h ich  h e  h ad  
d e l i n e a t e d  i n  t h e  K en tu ck y  R e s o lu t io n s .  "W hat h a s  d e s t r o y e d  l i b e r t y  
and  th e  r i g h t s  o f  man i n  e v e ry  g o vernm en t w h ic h  e v e r  e x i s t e d  u n d e r  
th e  su n ?"  he a s k e d .  H is an sw er w a s , "The g e n e r a l i z i n g  and  c o n c e n ­
t r a t i n g  a l l  c a r e s  and pow ers i n t o  one body  . . . ."  And, f u r th e r m o r e ,
. . .  I  do b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  t h e  A lm ig h ty  h a s  n o t  d e c re e d  
t h a t  man s h o u ld  n e v e r  b e  f r e e ,  (an d  i t  i s  a  b la sp h em y  to  
b e l i e v e  i t , )  t h a t  t h e  s e c r e t  w i l l  be  fo u n d  to  b e  i n  th e  
m aking h im s e l f  t h e  d e p o s i to r y  o f  th e  pow ers r e s p e c t in g  h im ­
s e l f ,  so  f a r  as  h e  i s  c o m p e te n t t o  them , and  d e l e g a t in g  
o n ly  w h a t i s  beyond  h i s  co m p eten ce  by  a  s y n t h e t i c a l  p r o c e s s ,  
t o  h ig h e r  o r d e r s  o f  f u n c t i o n a r i e s ,  so  a s  to  t r u s t  fe w e r  and  
few er pow ers i n  p r o p o r t i o n  as  t h e  t r u s t e e s  becom e m ore and  
m ore o l i g a r c h i c a l .  The e le m e n ta ry  r e p u b l i c s  o f  th e  w a rd s ,  
th e  c o u n ty  r e p u b l i c s ,  th e  S t a t e  r e p u b l i c s ,  and th e  r e p u b l i c  
o f  th e  U n io n , w ou ld  fo rm  a  g r a d a t io n  o f  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  s t a n d in g
^ L ip s c o m b  and  B e rg h , XIV, 4 2 1 .
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e a c h  on th e  b a s i s  o f  law , h o ld in g  e v e ry  one i t s  d e le g a te d  
s h a r e  o f  p o w e rs , and  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t r u l y  a  sy s te m  o f  f u n d a ­
m e n ta l  b a la n c e s  and  ch ec k s  f o r  th e  g o v e rn m e n t. W here 
e v e ry  man i s  a  s h a r e r  i n  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  h i s  w a rd -  
r e p u b l i c ,  o r  o f  some o f  th e  h ig h e r  o n e s ,  and f e e l s  t h a t  h e  
i s  a p a r t i c i p a t o r  i n  th e  g o v ern m en t o f  a f f a i r s ,  n o t  m e re ly  
a t  a n  e l e c t i o n  one d ay  i n  t h e  y e a r ,  b u t  e v e ry  d a y ; when 
th e r e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  a  man i n  t h e  S t a t e  who w i l l  n o t  b e  a  
member o f  some one o f  i t s  c o u n c i l s ,  g r e a t  o r  s m a l l ,  he  
w i l l  l e t  t h e  h e a r t  b e  t o m  o u t  o f  h i s  body  s o o n e r  th a n  h i s  
pow er he  w r e s te d  fro m  him  b y  a  C a e s a r  o r  a  B o n a p a r te .57
J e f f e r s o n 's  th e o r y  o f  g o v ern m en t w as a  d e m o c ra tic  o n e , p r o v id ­
in g  th e  p e o p le  th e  m eans o f  p r o t e c t i n g  th e m s e lv e s  fro m  ty r a n n y  and 
d e s p o tis m . I t  h ad  b o th  i d e a l i s t i c  and  p r a c t i c a l  f e a t u r e s ,  an d  w as a 
s t r i k i n g  in n o v a t io n  i n  t h a t  i t  w as d e s ig n e d  a s  a  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  o r g a n iz ­
in g  c i t i z e n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a t  e v e ry  l e v e l  o f  g o v e rn m e n t. Such  a  w o rk in g  
s y s te m  c o u ld  w e l l  b e  c a l l e d  t r u e  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ,  w i t h  pow er u l t i ­
m a te ly  i n  th e  hands o f  t h e  p e o p l e - - a t  l e a s t ,  i n  th e  v o t in g  p o p u la t io n  
o f  f r e e  w h i te  m a le s . He d id  n o t  h av e  u n i v e r s a l  s u f f r a g e  i n  m in d , 
o f  c o u r s e ;  b u t ,  even  s o ,  h i s  t h i n k in g  w as f a r  in  ad v a n c e  o f  t h a t  o f  
m o st o f  h i s  c o n te m p o r a r ie s .  H is  sy s te m  w as a l s o  r e p u b l i c a n  and  
r a t i o n a l - l e g a l ,  w i th  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  th e  p e o p le  h o ld in g  pow er a t  
t h e  p e o p l e 's  s u f f e r a n c e  u n d e r  a  sy s te m  o f  la w s . N o t o n ly  d id  he  
p ro fo u n d ly  b e l i e v e  i n  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  pow ers i n  a  d e m o c ra tic  r e p u b l i c ;  
h e  o u t l i n e d  a  p la n  b y  w h ich  h e  f e l t  su c h  a  sy s te m  c o u ld  b e  im p le ­
m e n te d . I t  w as th e  p r im a c y  o f  human r i g h t s  w h ich  h e  saw a s  u p p e rm o s t- -  
in d e e d ,  th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  su c h  r i g h t s  w as th e  r a i s o n  d ' e t r e  o f  a l l  
g o v ern m en t an d  o f  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .
J e f f e r s o n 's  p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h y  was c r y s t a l l i z e d  i n  th e
57ibid., XIV, 4 2 1 -2 2 .
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D e c la r a t i o n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e  i n  w ords w h ich  h av e  re s o u n d e d  th r o u g h o u t  
th e  w o r ld  as  a  c l a r i o n  c a l l  t o  a l l  m ankind  to  s e e k  th e  r i g h t s  o f
l i b e r t y  and  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .  T hey h a v e  h ad  a  u n i v e r s a l  im p a c t ,  f o r ,
v
i n  t h e  w ords o f  L in c o ln ,  " t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  J e f f e r s o n  a r e  t h e  d e f i -
58n i t i o n s  and ax iom s o f  a  f r e e  s o c i e t y . "  He n e v e r  d o u b te d  t h a t  th e
p r im a ry  p u rp o se  o f  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and  a c t i v i t i e s  w as to  
s e c u r e  an d  p r o t e c t  th e  r i g h t s  o f  th e  p e o p le  to  freed o m , and  h e  was 
d e d ic a te d  to  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  p e o p le  w e re  e n t i t l e d  t o  g o v e rn  th em ­
s e l v e s .  I t  m u st a lw ays b e  rem em bered t h a t  he  made a n  e n l ig h te n e d  
c i t i z e n r y  t h e  s i n e  qua non  o f  f r e e  s o c i e t y ;  " i f  a  n a t i o n  e x p e c ts  to
b e  ig n o r a n t  and  f r e e , "  h e  w r o te ,  " i t  e x p e c ts  w h a t n e v e r  w as and 
59n e v e r  w i l l  b e . "  T h u s , t h e r e  m ust f i r s t  come " th e  d i f f u s i o n  o f
kn o w led g e  among th e  p e o p le ,"  f o r  "no  o th e r  s u r e  f o u n d a t io n  c a n  b e
d e v i s e d ,  f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  freed o m  and h a p p i n e s s P u b l i c
e d u c a t io n  w as t h e r e f o r e  t h e  i n d i s p e n s a b le  p r e c o n d i t i o n  o f  l i b e r t y
an d  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ,  and  a n  e d u c a te d  c i t i z e n r y  was a lw ay s t o  b e
t r u s t e d  a s  t h e  b e s t  p r o t e c t o r s  o f  i t s  own r i g h t s .  " I  am n o t  among
th o s e  who f e a r  t h e  p e o p le ,"  h e  s a i d ;  " th e y  a r e  o u r  d e p e n d e n c e  f o r
c o n t in u e d  freed o m  . . . t h e  o n ly  s u r e  r e l i a n c e  f o r  th e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  
61o f  o u r  l i b e r t y . "  H is  f a i t h  i n  p o p u la r  s o v e r e ig n ty  w as u n w a v e rin g ,
- ^ B a s ic  W r i t in g s  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , e d .  P h i l i p  S . F o n e r  
(Hew Y ork : W il le y  Book Company, 1 9 4 4 ) , p .  x i v .
59 I b i d . ,  p .  x i i i .
60Boyd, X, 24 4 .
610-LF on er ,  o £ .  c i t . ,  p .  x i i i .
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and h e  c o n s t a n t l y  r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  " th e  w i l l  o f  th e  p e o p le
62i s  th e  o n ly  l e g i t i m a t e  f o u n d a t io n  o f  any  g o v e rn m e n t."  P o l i t i c a l
s t r u c t u r e s  and  f u n c t i o n s  e x i s t e d  f o r  one p u rp o s e  o n ly :  to  im p lem en t
Pt h e  p e o p l e 's  w i l l  and  to  p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  r i g h t s  t o  freed o m .
^ I b i d .
f
CHAPTER V II 
ON LEGAL INSTITUTIONS
J e f f e r s o n  had  p r e p a r e d  h im s e l f  t o  b e  a  la w y e r , and  h e  r e t a i n e d
ah  a b id in g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  law th ro u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n
t h e  l a r g e r  c o n s id e r a t i o n s  o f  l e g a l  p h i lo s o p h y  and  th e  p u rp o s e s  o f
l e g i s l a t i o n .  As S a u l  P a d o v e r  s a y s :
No one knew b e t t e r  th a n  J e f f e r s o n  t h a t  i n  an y  c i v i l i z e d  
s o c i e t y  th e  w h o le  com plex  o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i s  
h e ld  t o g e t h e r ,  l i k e  i n t r i c a t e  b a s k e t r y ,  i n  a  l e g a l  c o d e .
C hange th e  law  and you  ch an g e  th e  s o c i a l  system *  a l t e r  
th e  s o c i a l  sy s te m  and  th e  law m u st b e  a d j u s t e d .
A t f i r s t ,  J e f f e r s o n 's  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  law  r e s u l t e d  i n  few 
c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  f a r - r e a c h i n g  im p o r ta n c e . F o r  s e v e n  y e a r s  h e  p r a c ­
t i c e d  la w , a  t im e  w h ic h  M alone p o in t s  o u t  w as " a  p e r io d  o f  f u r t h e r
2
p r e p a r a t i o n ,  and  an e x c e e d in g ly  im p o r ta n t  o n e ."  H is p r a c t i c e  was 
f a i r l y  l u c r a t i v e ;  h o w ev e r, he  s p e n t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  h i s  t im e  o v e r ­
s e e in g  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  h i s  p l a n t a t i o n ;  h e  a l s o  b eg an  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f  M o n t ic e l l o .  D u rin g  th e  seco n d  h a l f  o f  t h i s  p e r io d  h e  h ad  l i t t l e  
n e e d  f o r  incom e from  h i s  p r a c t i c e ,  f o r  h i s  m a r r ia g e  to  M a rth a  W ayles 
S k e l to n  r e s u l t e d  s h o r t l y  i n  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  w e a l th  com ing i n t o  h i s  
h a n d s .  H is  f a t h e r - i n - l a w  d ie d  a b o u t a  y e a r  a f t e r  J e f f e r s o n 's  m a r­
r i a g e ,  l e a v in g  an  e s t a t e  o f  a  d o zen  p l a n t a t i o n s  and  a b o u t f o u r
•̂•J e f f e r s o n ,  p . 3 8 .
J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n , p .  113 .
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h u n d re d  s l a v e s .  M rs, J e f f e r s o n  i n h e r i t e d  a  t h i r d  o f  th e  e s t a t e ,  135
3
s l a v e s ,  and m ore th a n  1 1 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  la n d .  " T h is  p u t  th e  J e f f e r -
4so n s  i n  t h e  c l a s s  o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  la n d h o ld e r s  i n  V i r g i n i a . "  J e f f e r ­
so n  sp o k e  o f  t h i s  i n h e r i t a n c e  as  a  "handsom e f o r tu n e "  w h ich  " d o u b le d
5
th e  e a s e  o f  o u r  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ."
J e f f e r s o n 's  l e g a l  p r a c t i c e  w as f a i r l y  e x t e n s i v e ,  b o th  b e f o r e  
t h e  c o u n ty  c o u r t s  and  t h e  G e n e ra l  C o u r t i n  W il l ia m s b u rg .  He l i s t e d  
a  t o t a l  o f  n e a r l y  a  th o u s a n d  c l i e n t s  i n  h i s  r e c o r d s  f o r  th e  p e r i o d ,  
i n c lu d in g  many members o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  g e n t r y  a s  w e l l  as  a num ber i n  
h u m b le r  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .  "H is  c a s e s  d e a l t  w i th  la n d  o w n e rsh ip , d e b t s ,
g
t h e  r e c o v e ry  o f  s l a v e s ,  s l a n d e r ,  a s s a u l t  and b a t t e r y . "  From h i s  
r e c o r d s  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  h e  c o l l e c t e d  o n ly  a b o u t h a l f  th e  f e e s  d u e  h im . 
He c o n t in u e d  to  r e a d  w id e ly  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  and  to  make " m e t ic u lo u s
^ I b i d . , p .  4 4 1 .
^ P a d o v e r ,  J e f f e r s o n , p . 2 3 .
^The W ayles e s t a t e  w a s , h o w ev e r, to  p ro v e  l e s s  o f  a  b l e s s i n g  
th a n  a  c u r s e ,  f o r  M r. W ayles was d e e p ly  in d e b te d  to  E n g l is h  c r e d i t o r s ,  
and  th e  rep ay m en t o f  a  p a r t  o f  t h i s  d e b t  f e l l  t o  J e f f e r s o n .  He s o ld  
some f i v e  th o u sa n d  a c r e s  o f  th e  W ayles la n d  and  d e p o s i t e d  th e  money 
i n  t h e  s t a t e  t r e a s u r y  f o r  paym ent t o  th e  c r e d i t o r s  a f t e r  th e  R e v o lu ­
t i o n .  H ow ever, th e  d e p r e c i a t i o n  f o l lo w in g  th e  w a r , and o th e r  f a c t o r s ,  
m e an t t h a t  t h e  d e b t  was n o t  p a id ,  and  f o r  many y e a r s  i t  c o n t in u e d  to  
t r o u b l e  h im . T hose  who owed him  d id  n o t  p ay  h im ; d u r in g  h i s  y e a r s  
o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  h e  c o u ld  n o t  o v e r s e e  h i s  fa rm in g  o p e r a t i o n s ; and  
a f t e r  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t ,  a  c o n s ta n t  s t r e a m  o f  v i s i t o r s  added g r e a t l y  to  
t h e  f i n a n c i a l  b u rd e n s  upon  h im . He c o n t in u e d  to  s e l l  o f f  h i s  la n d s  
and  s l a v e s ,  b u t  h e  c o u ld  n e v e r  m eet h i s  o b l i g a t i o n s ,  and h e  d ie d  d e e p ly  
i n  d e b t .  The W ayles i n h e r i t a n c e  h ad  a t  f i r s t  e n r ic h e d ,  th e n  im pov­
e r i s h e d  h im . M alone s e e s  th e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s - - in v o lv e d  i n  d e b ts  n o t  o f  
h i s  own m aking and  u n a b le  to  c o l l e c t  from  th o s e  who owed h im - -a s  
h e l p in g  to  g iv e  r i s e  t o  h i s  h o s t i l i t y  to  H a m i l to n 's  bank  p ro g ram  and 
h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  to  p u b l i c  d e b t .  J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n , p p . 4 4 1 -4 6 .
6I b i d . , p .  122.
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o b s e r v a t io n s  on e v e r y th in g  t h a t  f e l l  w i t h i n  th e  ra n g e  o f  h i s
*7
u n q u e n c h a b le  c u r i o s i t y . 1 H is i n t e r e s t s  w e n t f a r  beyond  th e  p r a c t i c e  
o f  law , a n d  h is  e l e c t i o n  to  t h e  H ouse o f  B u rg e s s e s  i n  1768 o p en ed  th e  
way f o r  h im  to  e n t e r  i n t o  th e  w o r ld  o f  l a r g e r  c o n s id e r a t i o n s  w h ere  
h e  was s o o n  to  e a r n  fam e, p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  th e  d i s c o n t in u a n c e  o f  
th e  c o u n ty  c o u r ts  i n  1774 ended  h i s  c a r e e r  a s  a  p r a c t i c i n g  la w y e r .
J e f f e r s o n  a p p e a r s  n e v e r  t o  have  b e e n  e s p e c i a l l y  h ap p y  i n  th e  
p r o f e s s i o n .  He fo u n d  th e  la n g u a g e  o f  law  an d  la w y e rs  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
r e p u g n a n t ;  as  a w r i t e r  o f  i n n a t e  l i t e r a r y  a r t i s t r y ,  h e  "was r e p e l l e d  
by  th e  d r y ,  f l a t u l e n t  l e g a l  v e r b i a g e  w i th  i t s  p l e t h o r a  o f  'w h e r e a s e s , '"
g
and he j e e r e d  a t  s u c h  la n g u ag e  a s  " l a w y e r i s h ."  D u rin g  h i s  s e r v i c e
w ith  t h e  C o n t in e n ta l  C o n g re ss , h e  o f t e n  becam e im p a t i e n t  w i t h  th e
lo n g -w in d e d  d e l e g a te s  b e la b o r in g  l e g a l  p o i n t s ,  b u t  "how c a n  i t  b e
o th e r w i s e , "  he a sk e d  i n  h i s  A u to b io g ra p h y , " i n  a  body  to  w h ic h  th e
p e o p le  s e n d  one h u n d re d  and f i f t y  la w y e r s ,  w hose t r a d e  i t  i s  to
q u e s t io n  e v e r y th in g ,  y i e l d  n o th i n g ,  and t a l k  by  th e  h o u r?  T h a t  one
h u n d red  an d  f i f t y  la w y e rs  s h o u ld  do b u s in e s s  t o g e t h e r ,  o u g h t n o t  to  
o
be e x p e c te d ."  T h e s e  and s i m i l a r  s ta te m e n ts  o f  J e f f e r s o n  w e re  n o t ,  
o f  c o u r s e ,  d ev o id  o f  d ry  hum or, and  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  la w y e rs  sh o u ld  
be s e e n  a s  coming f ro m  a  man who was h im s e l f  a  member o f  th e  p r o ­
f e s s i o n .
O f more s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  J e f f e r s o n 's  v iew  t h a t  t h e  " f o u n d a t io n
7Padover, J e f f e r s o n , p .  21 .
8I b i d . , p .  2 0 .
^Lipscomb and Bergh, 1 ,  87 .
o f  p u b l i c  h a p p in e s s "  l a y  " i n  w holesom e l a w s . " ^  H is  f i r s t  im p o r ta n t
R e v o lu t io n a ry  s ta t e m e n t ,  th e  Summary View o f  1774, w as b a s e d  upon
h i s  p re m is e  t h a t  th e  B r i t i s h  in f r in g e m e n ts  w e re  in f r in g e m e n ts  o f
la w . "C an h i s  m a je s ty  . . . p u t  down a l l  law  u n d e r  h i s  f e e t ? "  h e
a s k e d .  "Can h e  e r e c t  a  pow er s u p e r i o r  to  t h a t  w h ich  e r e c t e d  h im - 
11s e l f ? "  And i n  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e , h i s  in d ic tm e n ts  
o f  t h e  K ing  b e g a n  w i th  th e  s ta t e m e n t  t h a t  "h e  h a s  r e f u s e d  h i s  a s s e n t  
to  t h e  law s m o st w holesom e and n e c e s s a r y  f o r  th e  p u b l i c  g o o d ."  I t  
i s  t r u e  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  fram ed  th e s e  s ta t e m e n ts  in  te rm s  o f  h i s  b e l i e f  
i n  t h e  p r im a c y  o f  th e  n a t u r a l  law  w h ich  in s u r e d  human r i g h t s .  I t  i s  
a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  h e  s o u g h t  to  in c o r p o r a te  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  n a t u r a l  
law  and  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  i n  th e  V i r g i n i a  co d e  o f  w h ich  h e  w as a  r e v i s o r .  
T h u s , we a g a in  o b s e rv e  J e f f e r s o n  a s  th e  p r a c t i c a l  i d e a l i s t .
Much d i s c u s s io n  h a s  b e e n  g iv e n  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h e  D e c la ­
r a t i o n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e  J e f f e r s o n  s u b s t i t u t e d  th e  p h r a s e  " p u r s u i t  o f  
h a p p in e s s "  f o r  L o c k e 's  w ord " p r o p e r t y , "  and  some h av e  ta k e n  t h i s  as
a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  d i s r e g a r d  o f  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  p r o p e r ty  r i g h t s
12.and  p r o p e r ty  la w s . H ow ever, L ocke p re s u p p o s e d  th e  p u r s u i t  o f
h a p p in e s s ,  and  J e f f e r s o n  a lw ays assum ed as  b a s i c  th e  r i g h t  o f  an
13i n d i v i d u a l  to  h o ld  p r o p e r ty .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  su c h  r i g h t s  as
■^Koch and  P ed en , p .  3 4 2 .
•^ P a d o v e r , J e f f e r s o n ,  p .  27 .
•^ S ee  V ernon L . P a r r in g t o n ,  M ain C u r r e n ts  i n  A m erican  T h o u g h t 
(New Y ork : H a r c o u r t ,  B race  and  Company, I n c . ,  1 9 3 0 ), I ,  344.
l% .och, P h i lo so p h y  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  p .  175.
freed o m  o f  m in d , c o n s c ie n c e ,  and  p e r s o n  w ere  t h e  ones h e  v a lu e d  m o s t - -  
t h e  t r u l y  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s ;  b u t  p r o p e r ty  was in d i s p e n s a b le  i n  t h e  
same s e n s e  t h a t  g o v ern m en t w a s , a  m eans t o  human h a p p in e s s  and n o t  
a n  end  i n  i t s e l f .  He t h e r e f o r e  f e l t  t h a t  a l l  s h o u ld  h a v e  th e  o p p o r tu ­
n i t y  o f  ow ning p r o p e r ty ,  and  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  p r o p e r ty  sh o u ld  b e  
a s  n e a r l y  e q u a l  as  p r a c t i c a b l e . ^
I n  a l l  h i s  th o u g h ts  a b o u t  th e  law , i t  w as h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  to  
th e  e n jo y m e n t o f  th o s e  r i g h t s  h e  c o n s id e r e d  as  d e r iv i n g  from  n a t u r a l  
law  to  w h ic h  h e  g av e  p r im a c y ; and  i n  a  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  i n  1810 he 
i d e n t i f i e d  th e s e  a s  r i g h t s  o f  l i f e ,  l i b e r t y ,  and  p r o p e r t y ,  w h ic h  h e  
e q u a te d  w i th  n e c e s s i t y ,  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  and  th e  s a v in g  o f  o n e 's  
e n d a n g e re d  c o u n t ry .  S t a t u t o r y  law s w e re  in d e e d  im p o r ta n t ,  b u t  
n a t u r a l  law s w ere  o f  f i r s t  im p o r ta n c e .  Of t h i s  h e  w r o te :
A s t r i c t  o b s e rv a n c e  o f  t h e  w r i t t e n  law s i s  d o u b t l e s s  one 
o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  d u t i e s  o f  a  good c i t i z e n  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  
t h e  h i g h e s t . T he law s o f  n e c e s s i t y ,  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  
o f  s a v in g  o u r  c o u n t ry  w hen in  d a n g e r ,  a r e  o f  h ig h e r  o b l i ­
g a t i o n .  To lo s e  o u r  c o u n t ry  by  a  s c ru p u lo u s  a d h e re n c e  to  
w r i t t e n  law , w ou ld  b e  t o  lo s e  t h e  law  i t s e l f ,  w i th  l i f e ,  
l i b e r t y ,  p r o p e r ty  . . . th u s  a b s u r d ly  s a c r i f i c i n g  th e  end 
to  th e  m ean s .
T h is  s ta t e m e n t  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  sum m arizes h i s  v iew  o f  t h e  law  and i n d i ­
c a t e s  th e  im p o r ta n c e  h e  p la c e d  upon p r o p e r ty  as  w e l l  a s  upon l i f e  
and  l i b e r t y - - a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  h i s  v iew  t h a t  th e  la w , l i k e  o t h e r  human 
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  was i n  th e  f i n a l  c o n s id e r a t i o n  b u t  an  in s t r u m e n t  to  
b e  u t i l i z e d  i n  g a in in g  f o r  men th e  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  " t o  w h ic h  th e  law s
14Lipscom b and  B e rg h , XIX, 1 7 -1 8 . 
15I b i d . ,  X I I ,  4 1 8 .
o f  n a t u r e  and  n a t u r e 's  God" e n t i t l e  them .
As M alone p o in t s  o u t ,  J e f f e r s o n 's  d r a f t  o f  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n
f o r  V i r g i n i a  "m ade i t  a b u n d a n t ly  c l e a r  t h a t  he  was no m ere p u rv e y o r
o f  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  g e n e r a l i t i e s ,  b u t  a  man o f  p r a c t i c a l  p u rp o s e  who
16was f o r m u la t in g  a  d e f i n i t e  p ro g ra m ."  And a l th o u g h ,  a s  we h a v e  
s e e n ,  h i s  d r a f t  was n o t  a d o p te d ,  h i s  p re a m b le  w as , and  h i s  s u g g e s ­
t i o n s  w ere  d raw n upon f o r  p u rp o s e s  o f  a m e n d m e n t.^  B ecause  o f  h i s  
i n t e r e s t  i n  h e lp in g  fram e th e  l e g a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  i n  
1776 h e  r e s ig n e d  a s  d e l e g a t e  t o  th e  C o n t in e n ta l  C o n g re ss  and  r e tu r n e d  
to  h i s  home s t a t e ,  w h ere  h e  becam e a  member o f  t h e  H ouse o f  D e le g a te s ,  
r e t a i n i n g  t h a t  o f f i c e  u n t i l  h e  becam e g o v e rn o r  i n  1779. D u r in g  t h i s
p e r io d  "h e  w as p r e - e m in e n t ly  a  p o l i t i c a l  a r c h i t e c t ,  lo o k in g  to  th e
18f u t u r e ,  n o t  a  s h o r t - r a n g e  r e f o r m e r ."
W ith in  f o u r  d ay s a f t e r  t a k in g  h i s  s e a t ,  J e f f e r s o n  a s to u n d e d
h i s  m ore c o m p la c e n t c o l le a g u e s  b y  in t r o d u c in g  h i s  b i l l  p r o v id in g
t h a t  t e n a n t s  i n  t a i l  s h o u ld  h o ld  t h e i r  la n d s  i n  f e e  s im p le .  T h i s ,  i n
19
h i s  o p in io n ,  w ou ld  s t r i k e  a t  t h e  v e ry  r o o t  o f  f e u d a l is m  i n  V i r g i n i a .
He a t  t h e  same tim e  in t r o d u c e d  a  b i l l  c a l l i n g  f o r  a  g e n e r a l  r e v i s i o n
o f  th e  la w s . H is p r im a ry  o b j e c t i o n  to  e n t a i l  was t h a t  su ch  a  sy s te m
was e s s e n t i a l l y  i r r a t i o n a l  and  u n j u s t .  The V i r g i n i a  g e n t r y  h a d  r u le d
1 fi
J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n , p .  2 35 .
l^ D ic e  R. A n d e rso n , " J e f f e r s o n  and  th e  V i r g i n i a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , "  
A m erican  H i s t o r i c a l  R ev iew , XXXI ( J u ly  1 9 1 6 ) , 7 5 0 -5 4 .
^®M alone, J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n , p .  247 .
1 9Lipscom b and Bergh, I ,  73.
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w e l l ,  b u t  m em bersh ip  i n  th e  e l i t e  w as b a s e d  on  i n h e r i t e d  p r i v i l e g e ,  
n o t  on  m e r i t .  He d e s c r ib e d  h i s  p u rp o s e s  i n  te rm s  o f  n a t u r a l  
p h i lo s o p h y  w h ich  w e re  b a s i c a l l y  d e m o c ra t ic .
E a r l i e r  J e f f e r s o n  h a d  p ro p o se d  t h a t  t h o s e  who d id  n o t  own 
la n d  s h o u ld  be  g iv e n  f i f t y  a c r e s ;  h e  h ad  a l s o  p ro p o se d  t h a t  i r r e s p o n ­
s i b l e  p u rc h a s e s  o f  I n d ia n  la n d s  by  la n d  com pan ies b e  p r o h i b i t e d .  He 
o b je c te d  to  a d d i t i o n a l  l a r g e  g r a n t s ,  w h ich  m ig h t becom e th e  b a s e s  o f  
f u r t h e r  pow er and  a f f l u e n c e  to  th e  a l r e a d y  r i c h .  A b o lis h in g  e n t a i l
seem ed t o  him  to  b e  one m eans o f  p r e v e n t in g  th e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  
20a r i s t o c r a c y .  E n t a i l  was u n d e s i r a b l e ,  h e  f e l t ,  and  so  was p r im o ­
g e n i t u r e ,  w h ich  te n d e d  to  c r e a t e  a  g r e a t  num ber o f  d is p o s s e s s e d
y o u n g e r s o n s .  B o th  o f  th e s e  h ad  d e r iv e d  from  w h a t h e  c o n s id e r e d  th e
21f o u n ta in h e a d  o f  many a b u s e s ,  th e  Norman c o n q u e s t  o f  E n g la n d .
V i r g i n i a  had  ev en  gone b ey o n d  E n g l is h  law i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  p r o ­
h i b i t i n g  th e  d o c k in g  o f  e s t a t e s  e x c e p t  b y  an  A c t o f  th e  A ssem bly  and  
th u s  e n a b l in g  e v e n  th e  i n d o l e n t  and  d i s s i p a t e d  e l d e r  so n s  t o  h o ld  on
to  t h e  g r e a t  e s t a t e s  w h ich  th e y  h ad  i n h e r i t e d ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  th e
22c la im s  o f  c r e d i t o r s  a g a i n s t  th em . The n e t  r e s u l t  was th e  p e r ­
p e t u a t i o n  o f  w e a l th  and  p r o p e r ty  i n  th e  hands o f  a  few p r i v i l e g e d
f a m i l i e s  who fo rm e d , i n  J e f f e r s o n 's  w o rd s , " a  P a t r i c i a n  o r d e r ,  d i s -
23
t in g u i s h e d  by t h e  s p le n d o r  and  lu x u ry  o f  t h e i r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ."
20M alone , J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n , p p . 2 5 1 -5 3 .
^ S c h a c h n e r ,  o £ . c i t . , I ,  1 4 3 -4 4 .
^ B o w e r s ,  o £ . c i t . , p .  171.
^ L ip s c o m b  and Bergh, I ,  54 .
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F o r  h i s  w ork i n  t h i s  a r e a  o f  th e  law , J e f f e r s o n  was c a l l e d  a  t r a i t o r  
t o  h i s  c l a s s ,  a s  th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  e n t a i l s  and p r im o g e n i tu r e  f a c i l i ­
t a t e d  econom ic and  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  a t  t h e  same t im e  i t  r e s t r i c t e d  
t h e  pow er o f  t h e  la n d e d  a r i s t o c r a c y .  B u t th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  p a s s e d  th e  b i l l s  p ro m p tly  show ed t h a t  o th e r s  s h a re d  h i s  v iew s 
o f  th e s e  r e l i c s  o f  m e d ia e v a lis m .
J e f f e r s o n 's  a t t a c k s  upon  e n t a i l  and  p r im o g e n i tu r e  w e re  known 
i n  V i r g in i a  a s  th e  " S p i r i t  o f  L e v e l in g ."  H owever, i n h e r i t a n c e  
ch an g e s  a lo n e  c o u ld  n o t  b r i n g  a b o u t t h e  l e v e l in g  J e f f e r s o n  d e s i r e d ;  
f r e e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n  and  t h e  d i s e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  C hurch  w ere  
a l s o  n e e d e d , and  to  th e s e  h e  l a t e r  t u r n e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n .  " I  c o n ­
s i d e r e d  . . . th e s e  b i l l s  a s  fo rm in g  a  sy s te m  b y  w h ic h  e v e ry  f i b r e
w ou ld  b e  e r a d i c a t e d  o f  a n t i e n t  o r  f u t u r e  a r i s t o c r a c y ;  and a  fo u n d a -
24
t i o n  l a i d  f o r  a  governm en t t r u l y  r e p u b l i c a n , "  h e  s a i d .  He saw
th e  sy s te m  o f  e n t a i l i n g  la n d s  a s  th e  t r u e  c o r n e r s to n e  o f  a r i s t o c r a c y ,
b y  means o f  w h ic h  th e  f o r e s i g h t e d  fo u n d e r  o f  a  f a m i ly  c o u ld  l i m i t
th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  h i s  la n d s  i n  p e r p e t u i t y .  I n  V i r g i n i a  s l a v e s  to o
m ig h t be  e n t a i l e d  and th e y  an d  t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n ts  p a s s e d  on from  h e i r
t o  h e i r .  T h is  sy s te m  r e p r e s e n t e d  so m e th in g  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  a b h o r r e d ,
f o r  he  c o n c e iv e d  o f  A m erica  a s  a la n d  o f  b o u n d le s s  o p p o r tu n i ty  w h ere
25
m e r i t  and in d u s t r y  w ould b r i n g  j u s t  r e w a rd s .
J e f f e r s o n  u n d e r s to o d  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  l e g a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  b e  
t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  f re e d o m s, n o t  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  s p e c i a l  p r i v i l e g e s
^ F o r d ,  W orks, I ,  7 7 . 
^ S c h a c h n e r ,  o £ . c i t . ,  I ,  147 .
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w h ic h  p e r p e t u a t e d  a s t a t i c  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  f o r  su c h  an  a r i s t o c r a c y  w as
26a  t h r e a t  t o  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .  H is  h o s t i l i t y  t o  a r t i f i c i a l  p r i v i l e g e  
o f  e v e r y  s o r t  w as im p la c a b le ,  in c lu d in g  th e  a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  b i r t h .
I n  h i s  A u to b io g ra p h y , h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  o b j e c t i v e  i n  o f f e r i n g  t h e  
b i l l  f o r  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  e n t a i l  w as to  a n n u l t h e  e f f e c t  o f  th e  
u n e a rn e d  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  t h e  g e n t r y  a n d , " i n s t e a d  o f  an  a r i s t o c r a c y  
o f  w e a l th  . . .  t o  m ake an  o p e n in g  f o r  a n  a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  v i r t u e  an d  
t a l e n t ,  w h ic h  n a t u r e  h a s  w i s e ly  p r o v id e d  f o r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  an d  s c a t t e r e d  w i th  e q u a l  hand  th ro u g h  a l l  i t s  
c o n d i t i o n s  . . .
J e f f e r s o n  a l s o  p e r fo rm e d  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  
d i s t r i b u t i n g  la n d  m ore w id e ly ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  among s e t t l e r s  i n  new 
t e r r i t o r i e s ,  su c h  as  h i s  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  m ovem ent t o  e s t a b l i s h  K e n tu c k y  
a s  a  new c o u n ty ,  and  t o  p r o v id e  f o r  th e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  s q u a t t e r s  on  
V i r g i n i a 's  w e s te r n  l a n d s .  H is  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  i n s t a n c e  w e re
,  i 28u n s u c c e s s f u l .
J e f f e r s o n 's  g r e a t e s t  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  c o r r e c t  t h e  im p e r f e c t io n s
o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  l e g a l  s y s te m  came w hen h i s  b i l l  p r o v id in g  f o r  a
r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  c o d e - - d e s ig n e d ,  h e  s a i d ,  " w i th  a  s i n g l e  ey e  to  r e a s o n ,
29
an d  th e  good o f  th o s e  f o r  w hose g o v ern m e n t i t  w as fram ed "  --w as
26pa d o v e r ,  J e f f e r s o n , p p .  3 8 -3 9 .
^ L ip s c o m b  an d  B e rg h , I ,  5 4 .
2® In th e  O rd in a n c e  o f  1 7 8 4 , d r a f t e d  by  J e f f e r s o n ,  h e  h a d  
in c lu d e d  p r o v i s io n s  f o r  la n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  th e  N o r th w e s t ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  a  b a n  o n  s l a v e r y  w h ic h  C o n g re ss  r e j e c t e d .  H ow ever, t h e  O rd in a n c e  
o f  1787 in c o r p o r a t e d  s u c h  a  b a n . S ee  P e t e r s o n ,  0£ .  c i t . , p p .  1 8 9 -9 0 .
^ F o r d ,  W r i t i n g s , I ,  5 7 - 5 8 .
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p a s s e d  b y  th e  A ssem b ly . He w as named f i r s t  among t h e  f i v e  r e v i s o r s ,
t h e  o th e r s  b e in g  Edmund P e n d le to n ,  G eorge  W ythe, G eo rge  M ason, and
Thomas L u d w ell L e e . T he c o m m itte e  m et i n  1777 , and  J e f f e r s o n
d e s c r ib e d  th e  r e s u l t s  as  f o l lo w s :
. . .  A t th e  f i r s t  and o n ly  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  w h o le  c o m m itte e , 
t h e  q u e s t io n  w as d i s c u s s e d  w h e th e r  we w o u ld  a t te m p t  to  r e ­
d u ce  th e  w h o le  body  o f  t h e  law  to  a  c o d e , t h e  t e x t  o f  w h ic h  
s h o u ld  becom e th e  law  o f  t h e  la n d ?  We d e c id e d  a g a i n s t  t h a t ,  
b e c a u s e  e v e ry  w ord  and  p h r a s e  i n  t h a t  t e x t  w o u ld  becom e a  
new s u b j e c t  o f  c r i t i c i s m  and  l i t i g a t i o n ,  u n t i l  i t s  s e n s e  
s h o u ld  h av e  b e e n  s e t t l e d  b y  num erous d e c i s i o n s ,  and  t h a t ,  
i n  t h e  m e an tim e , th e  r i g h t s  o f  p r o p e r ty  w ou ld  b e  i n  th e  a i r .
We c o n c lu d e d  n o t  to  m edd le  w i th  t h e  common la w , i . e . ,  th e  
law  p re c e d in g  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  th e  s t a t u t e s ,  f u r t h e r  th a n  
to  accom m odate i t  to  o u r  new p r i n c i p l e s  and  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ;  
b u t  t o  t a k e  up t h e  w h o le  body  o f  s t a t u t e s  and  V i r g in i a  la w s , 
t o  le a v e , o u t  e v e r y th in g  o b s o le t e  o r  im p ro p e r ,  i n s e r t  w h a t 
was w a n t in g ,  and  re d u c e  th e  w h o le  w i t h i n  as  m o d e ra te  a  com­
p a s s  a s  i t  w ou ld  b e a r ,  and  to  t h e  p l a i n  la n g u a g e  o f  common 
s e n s e ,  d iv e s t e d  o f  th e  v e r b ia g e ,  t h e  b a rb a ro u s  t a u t o l o g i e s  
and  r e d u n d a n c ie s  w h ich  r e n d e r  th e  B r i t i s h  s t a t u t e s  u n i n t e l ­
l i g i b l e . ^
J e f f e r s o n 's  p r a c t i c a l ,  m a t t e r - o f - f a c t  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  com m it­
t e e ' s  p u rp o s e s  h a r d ly  s u g g e s te d  th e  f a r - r e a c h i n g  an d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  
p u rp o s e s  h e  h im s e l f  h ad  in  m in d . The w ork was d iv id e d  among th e  
t h r e e  members o f  t h e  c o m m ittee  a f t e r  L ee d ie d  and  M ason h ad  b e e n  
r e l i e v e d .  J e f f e r s o n 's  a s s ig n m e n t was t o  d e a l  p r i n c i p a l l y  w i th  th e  
c o l o n i a l  s t a t u t e s  c o n c e rn in g  c r im e s  and  p u n is h m e n ts ,  r e l i g i o n ,  and 
d e s c e n ts  (w h ich  h i s  w ork i n  a b o l i s h in g  e n t a i l  and  p r im o g e n i tu r e  
c o v e r e d ) .  "He a l s o  c o n s id e r e d  th e  q u e s t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n ,  and
v e n tu r e d  f a r  i n t o  th e  dom ain o f  V i r g i n i a  la w s , th o u g h  th e s e  w e re
31s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s s ig n e d  to  P e n d le to n ."
30Lipscomb and Bergh, X I I ,  2 9 8 -9 9 .
31M alone, J e f f e r s o n  th e  V ir g i n i a n , p .  262 .
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S e t t l i n g  down i n  e a r n e s t  t o  h i s  t a s k ,  J e f f e r s o n  d e te rm in e d  
t o  p ro c e e d  w i th  h i s  w ork  on th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  c o m m it te e 's  d e c i s i o n  to  
e l im i n a t e  t h e  v e r b o s i t y  and  t a u t o l o g i e s ,  o r ,  a s  he  s a i d ,  th e  " in v o ­
l u t i o n s  o f  a  c a s e  w i t h i n  a  c a s e ,  and  p a r e n t h e s i s  w i t h i n  p a r e n t h e s i s ,
and  t h e i r  m u l t i p l i e d  e f f o r t s  a t  c e r t a i n t y  b y  s a id s  and  a f o r e s a i d s , b y
32o r s  and  a n d s . . . . "  J e f f e r s o n  and  W ythe w orked  c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  on 
th e  r e v i s i o n ;  h o w ev er, P e n d le to n  c o p ie d  t h e  V i r g in i a  a c t s  v e r b a t im , 
m e re ly  o m i t t i n g  w h a t h e  d is a p p r o v e d .  The o th e r  two co m m ittee  members 
r e v i s e d  P e n d le to n 's  w ork  and  f i n a l l y  s u b m it te d  one h u n d re d  and 
tw e n ty - s ix  b i l l s  to  th e  A ssem b ly , o f  w h ic h  a p p ro x im a te ly  h a l f  w e re  
p a s s e d  w i t h i n  s e v e n  y e a r s  and  m o st o f  th e  o th e r s  some y e a r s  l a t e r ,  
w h i le  J e f f e r s o n  was S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .  M ost o f  th e  b i l l s  h e  p r o ­
p o se d  w e re  l o c a l  i n  n a t u r e ;  h o w ev er, " t h e  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  h e  deem ed
g e n e r a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  . . . w e re  b r o a d ly  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  i n  c o n c e p t
33and s t i l l  command a t t e n t i o n  a f t e r  a  c e n tu r y  and  a  h a l f . "  T h e se  
d e a l t  w i th  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  c r im e  and  p u n ish m e n t, r e l i g i o n  and  e d u c a t io n .
Among th e  b i l l s  w h ich  J e f f e r s o n  p ro p o se d  was one to  g r a n t  
c i t i z e n s h i p  t o  im m ig ra n ts  a f t e r  two y e a r s '  r e s id e n c e  and  a  d e c l a r a ­
t i o n  i n  c o u r t  o f  t h e i r  d e t e r m in a t io n  to  re m a in  w i th i n  th e  s t a t e  and
O/
a b id e  by  i t s  la w s . H is  b i l l s  on  e d u c a t io n  and  r e l i g i o n  w i l l  b e  
d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r  i n  t h i s  s tu d y .
J e f f e r s o n  c o n s id e r e d  th e  u n r e v is e d  V i r g in i a  c r im in a l  co d e
32Lipscom b an d  B e rg h , I ,  6 5 .
3 \ l a l o n e ,  J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n , p .  263 .
•^Bowers, o p . c i t . , p.  192.
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b a rb a ro u s  and  s a v a g e ,  a co d e  t h a t  was s h o c k in g ly  o u t  o f  l i n e  w i th  h i s  
v ie w s o f  a  m o d e m , p r o g r e s s iv e  c r im in o lo g y .  H is b i l l  f o r  p r o p o r t i o n ­
in g  c r im e s  t o  p u n ish m e n ts  w a s , h o w e v e r, b i t t e r l y  opp o sed  i n  t h e  H ouse 
o f  D e le g a te s .  I t  was n o t  c o n s id e r e d  u n t i l  th e  w h o le  r e p o r t  w as 
b ro u g h t  u p , an d  w hen i t  w as v o te d  on a  y e a r  l a t e r ,  i t  was d e f e a te d  b y
a  s i n g l e  v o t e .  To J e f f e r s o n  i n  F ra n c e  M adison  w r o te ,  "O ur o ld  b lo o d y
35co d e  i s  by  t h i s  e v e n t  f u l l y  r e s t o r e d . "
He h ad  g iv e n  m ore t im e  to  t h i s  b i l l  th a n  t o  a l l  t h e  r e s t  
t o g e t h e r .  The V i r g in i a  c o l o n i a l  code  h ad  c a l l e d  f o r  some h a r s h  
p u n is h m e n ts .  D uck ing  w as a  commonly u s e d  p u n ish m e n t, e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  
" b r a b l i n g  w om en," and w h ip p in g  was t h e  u s u a l  p u n ish m e n t f o r  a  m u l t i ­
tu d e  o f  o f f e n s e s ,  t h e  c a t - o f - n i n e - t a i l s  b e in g  commonly u s e d .  An 
a d u l t e r e s s  m ig h t be  d ra g g e d  i n  a  r i v e r  b e h in d  a  m oving  b o a t .
C h i ld r e n  o f  u n m a rr ie d  in d e n tu r e d  s e r v a n t s  w ere  bound  o u t  u n t i l  age
t h i r t y ,  and  th e  c h i l d  o f  a  s e r v a n t  m o th e r  an& a  s l a v e  f a t h e r  c o u ld  
36b e  e n s la v e d .  The c o lo n y , o f  c o u r s e ,  fo llo w e d  t h e  E n g l is h  s y s te m ,
i n  w h ich  t h e r e  w e re  a p p ro x im a te ly  t h r e e  h u n d red  an d  f i f t y  c a p i t a l
37c r im e s  i n  th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  fro m  t h e f t  to  t r e a s o n .
J e f f e r s o n  s p e n t  o v e r  two y e a r s  on th e  t a s k  o f  p r e p a r i n g  h i s  
p a r t  o f  th e  r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  c o d e . H is  b i l l  on c r im e  and p u n ish m e n t, 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  was n o ta b le  f o r  th e  c a r e  w i th  w h ic h  i t  was draw n up
33M alo n e , J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n , p .  2 6 9 .
36W ish , o p . c i t . , p p .  7 9 -8 0 .
37 Edw in H. S u th e r la n d  and D onald  R. C re s s e y ,  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  
C rim in o lo g y  ( P h i l a d e lp h i a :  J .  B . L i p p in c o t t  Company, 1 9 6 0 ) , p .  262 .
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38and  f o r  i t s  s t u d i e d  s i m p l i c i t y .  I n  th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  E n l ig h te n ­
m e n t, h i s  p u rp o s e  was p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  r e l a x  t h e  s e v e r i t y  o f  p u n is h m e n ts ,  
m ak ing  them  a t  t h e  same tim e  m ore humane and  m ore r a t i o n a l .  T h i s ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  h i s  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  t h e  e le m e n ts  o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l ,  show! 
c l e a r l y  i n  h i s  p re a m b le  t o  th e  b i l l .  The p re a m b le  a l s o  r e v e a l s  how 
f a r  i n  ad v a n c e  h e  w as o f  t h e  norm s o f  h i s  t im e .
W hereas i t  f r e q u e n t l y  h ap p en s  t h a t  w ic k e d  and  d i s s o l u t e  
men . . . com m it v i o l a t i o n s  on th e  l i v e s , l i b e r t i e s  and 
p r o p e r t y  o f  o t h e r s ;  and  th e  s e c u r e  e n jo y m en t o f  t h e s e  h a v in g  
in d u c e d  men t o  e n t e r  s o c i e t y ,  governm en t w o u ld  b e  d e f e c ­
t i v e  . . . w e re  i t  n o t  to  r e s t r a i n  su ch  c r im in a l  a c t s  by  
i n f l i c t i n g  du e  p u n ish m e n ts  on th o s e  who p e r p e t r a t e  them , 
b u t  i t  a p p e a r s  a t  t h e  same t im e  e q u a l ly  d e d u c ib le  fro m  th e  
p u rp o s e s  o f  s o c i e t y  t h a t  a  member t h e r e o f  c o m m ittin g  an  
i n f e r i o r  i n j u r y  d o es  n o t  w h o lly  f o r f e i t  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  
h i s  f e l lo w  c i t i z e n s ,  b u t ,  a f t e r  s u f f e r i n g  a  p u n ish m e n t in  
p r o p o r t i o n  t o  h i s  o f f e n s e ,  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e i r  p r o t e c t i o n  
fro m  a l l  g r e a t e r  p a in ,  so  t h a t  i t  becom es a  d u ty  o f  th e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a r r a n g e  i n  a  p r o p e r  s c a l e  t h e  c r im e s  w h ic h  
i t  may b e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  them  to  r e p r e s s ,  and  . . .  a  
c o r r e s p o n d in g  g r a d a t io n  o f  p u n is h m e n ts .
And w h e re a s  th e  r e f o r m a t io n  o f  o f f e n d e r s  i s  n o t  a f f e c t e d  
a t  a l l  b y  c a p i t a l  p u n is h m e n ts ,  w h ich  e x t e r m in a te  i n s t e a d  o f  
r e f o r m in g ,  and  s h o u ld  b e  t h e  l a s t  m e la n c h o ly  r e c o u r s e  a g a i n s t  
th o s e  w hose e x i s t e n c e  h a s  becom e i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  s a f e t y  
o f  t h e i r  f e l lo w  c i t i z e n s ;  w h ic h  a l s o  w eak en s th e  S t a t e  by  
c u t t i n g  o f f  so  m any, w ho, i f  re fo rm e d , m ig h t b e  r e s t o r e d  
so u n d  m em bers o f  s o c i e t y ,  who ev en  u n d e r  a  c o u r s e  o f  c o r r e c ­
t i o n  m ig h t b e  r e n d e re d  u s e f u l  i n  v a r io u s  l a b o r s  f o r  th e  
p u b l i c ,  and  w ou ld  b e  a  l i v i n g  and  lo n g - c o n t in u e d  s p e c t a c l e  
t o  d e t e r  o th e r s  from  c o m m ittin g  th e  l i k e  o f f e n s e s .
And fo ra sm u c h  as  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  a l l  ag e s  and  c o u n ­
t r i e s  h a th  shown t h a t  c r u e l  and  s a n g u in a ry  law s d e f e a t  t h e i r  
own p u rp o s e  . . . w hen, i f  t h e  p u n ish m e n t w e re  o n ly  p r o p o r ­
t i o n e d  to  t h e  i n j u r y ,  men w o u ld  f e e l  i t  t h e i r  i n c l i n a t i o n ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  d u ty ,  t o  s e e  th e  law s o b s e rv e d  . . .
^ ^ T h is  c a r e  was e v id e n t  n o t  o n ly  i n  th e  s u b s ta n c e  and s t y l e  
o f  t h e  b i l l ' s  p r o v i s io n ^ ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  i t s  p h y s i c a l  a p p e a ra n c e .  J e f f e r ­
so n  a t t a c h e d  c a r e f u l  n o te s  t o  t h e  b i l l  i n  A n g lo -S a x o n , L a t i n ,  o ld  
f r e n c h ,  and  E n g l i s h ,  p la c in g  th e s e  n o ta t io n s  i n  colum ns p a r a l l e l  t o  
t h e  t e x t  i n  a  penm an sh ip  e x h i b i t i n g  u n u s u a l a r t i s t r y .  S ee  M alone, 
J e f f e r s o n  t h e  V i r g i n i a n , p p . 2 6 9 -7 0 .
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r e n d e r in g  c r im e s  and  p u n ish m e n ts  t h e r e f o r e  m ore p r o p o r ­
t i o n a t e  t o  e a c h  o t h e r . 39
J e f f e r s o n 's  e n l ig h te n e d  v iew s w e re  i n  p a r t  a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  
th e  w ork  C e s a re  B e c c a r ia ,  a  tw e n ty -n in e  y e a r  o ld  I t a l i a n  m a th e m a ti­
c i a n  and  e c o n o m is t who i n  1764 p u b l i s h e d  h i s  E s sa y  on C rim es and 
P u n is h m e n t. T h is  book , w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  th e  m o st im p o r ta n t  
s i n g l e  w ork e v e r  p ro d u c e d  on c r im in a l  j u s t i c e , ^  was r e a d  by  V o l­
t a i r e ,  and  a  F re n c h  e d i t i o n  to  w h ic h  w as ap p ended  an  u n s ig n e d  commen­
t a r y  b y  him  w as c i r c u l a t e d  among th e  l e a d e r s  o f  th e  F re n c h  R ev o lu - 
41t i o n .  W id e sp re a d  r e f o r m a t io n s  a p p e a re d  on  th e  c o n t in e n t  o f  E urope 
f o l lo w in g  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  B e c c a r i a 's  w o rk .
B e c c a r i a ’ s s u g g e s te d  re fo rm s  w e re  w i th i n  th e  fram ew ork  o f  
t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  a p p ro a c h , w h ic h  saw th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e tw ee n  
th e  s t a t e  and  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  as m u tu a l ly  o b l i g a t o r y .  I n  exch an g e  
f o r  g iv in g  up some o f  h i s  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s ,  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  was 
e n t i t l e d  t o  p r o t e c t i o n  from  t h e  s t a t e ,  f o r  w h ic h  p u rp o s e  t h e  s t a t e  
fram ed  law s d e f in i n g  c r im e s  and  p u n is h m e n ts .  T he p u rp o s e  o f  p u n is h ­
m en t was to  p r o t e c t  t h e  s t a t e  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  members o f  s o c i e t y  from  
one a n o th e r ,  n o t  b y  e x a c t in g  v e n g e a n c e  b u t  b y  d e t e r r i n g  t h e  i n d i v i ­
d u a l  from  c o m m ittin g  c r im e s - - a  g o a l  w h ic h  c o u ld  b e s t  b e  a c h ie v e d  by 
a d j u s t i n g  th e  d e g re e  o f  p u n ish m e n t t o  t h e  c r im e  i n  su c h  a  way t h a t
• ^ F o rd ,  W r i t i n g s , I I ,  2 0 3 f .
^ R i c h a r d  R. K orn and  L lo y d  W. M cC ork le , C rim in o lo g y  and 
P e n o lo g y  (New Y ork : H o l t ,  R in e h a r t  and  W in s to n , I n c . ,  1 9 6 1 ) , p .  4 0 3 .
^ C a r l  Ludw ig von B a r ,  A H is to r y  o f  C o n t in e n ta l  C r im in a l  
Law (L ondon: Jo h n  M u rray , 1 9 1 6 ) , p .  318 .
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r a t i o n a l  and  r e s p o n s i b l e  human b e in g s  w o u ld  f i n d  th e  t h r e a t  a n d
u n a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  p e n a l t y  s l i g h t l y  i n  e x c e s s  o f  i t s  a d v a n -  
42t a g e s .
J e f f e r s o n  r e a d  t h e  I t a l i a n  e d i t i o n  o f  B e c c a r ia  an d  q u o te d  a t  
l e n g t h  fro m  i t  i n  h i s  Comm onplace B ook. B o th  i n  h i s  A u to b io g ra p h y  and  
i n  t h e  n o t a t i o n s  h e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  b i l l ,  h e  ack n o w led g ed  h i s  d e b t  to  
B e c c a r i a ,  who w as e s p e c i a l l y  v ig o r o u s  i n  h i s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  e x p e ­
r i e n c e  h a d  d e m o n s t r a te d  b o th  t h e  u n r ig h t e o u s n e s s  and  th e  i n e f f i c i e n c y
43o f  t h e  d e a t h  p e n a l t y .  E n l ig h te n e d  men w e re  l a r g e l y  i n  f a v o r  o f
t h i s  v ie w , and  t h e  c o m m itte e  o f  r e v i s o r s  a g re e d  i n  ad v an c e  t h a t  t h e
d e a th  p e n a l t y  s h o u ld  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  t r e a s o n  and  m u rd e r ,  a l th o u g h  t h e
c o n s e r v a t i v e  P e n d le to n  h ad  w a rn e d  J e f f e r s o n  t h a t  i f  h e  in t e n d e d  d o in g
aw ay w i t h  c a p i t a l  p u n ish m e n t c o m p le te ly ,  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  to  " f i n d  a
new r a c e  o f  men t o  b e  t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  i t . " ^  J e f f e r s o n  w as n o t  so
u n r e a l i s t i c ,  h o w e v e r, and  i n  h o p es  o f  s e c u r in g  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l ,
h e  in c lu d e d  many f e a t u r e s  a p p ro v e d  b y  t h e  c o m m itte e  w h ic h  h e  h im s e l f
fo u n d  d i s t a s t e f u l .  To W ythe h e  w r o te :
I  h a v e  s t r i c t l y  o b s e rv e d  th e  s c a l e  o f  p u n is h m e n ts  
s e t t l e d  b y  th e  C o m m ittee , w i th o u t  b e in g  e n t i r e l y  s a t i s ­
f i e d  w i t h  i t .  T he l e x  t a l i o n i s ,  a l t h o 1 a  r e s t i t u t i o n  
o f  t h e  Common law  to  t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  w h ic h  we h av e
^ K o m  and  M cC o rk le , ogi. c i t . , p p . 4 0 3 -5 .
^ B o w e r s , o £ . c i t . , p . 187.
44jyialone, Jefferson  the V i r g i n i a n , p .  2 7 0 .
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45g e n e r a l l y  fo u n d  so  a d v a n ta g e o u s  t o  r e t u r n ,  w i l l  b e  
r e v o l t i n g  t o  t h e  h u m an ized  f e e l i n g s  o f  m o d em  t i m e s .
An e y e  f o r  an  e y e ,  and  a  h an d  f o r  a  h an d  w i l l  e x h i b i t  
s p e c t a c l e s  i n  e x e c u t io n  w hose m o ra l  e f f e c t  w i l l  b e  
q u e s t i o n a b l e  . . . . 4 ^
A lth o u g h  h e  fo u n d  t h e  l e x  t a l i o n i s  s h o c k in g  and  d i s t a s t e f u l ,
t h e  ju d g m en t o f  h i s  f e l l o w  r e v i s o r s  w as r e s p e c t e d .  N e v e r th e l e s s ,
h i s  c o n c e rn  f o r  s u f f i c i e n t  a p p r o v a l  t o  g a in  p a s s a g e  w as n o t  s u c h
t h a t  h e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a l l  t h e  l e g a l  p r o v i s i o n s  t o  w h ic h  members o f
t h e  H ouse f e l t  a l l e g i a n c e .  H is  p u rp o s e  w as t o  e f f e c t  a  r e f o r m a t io n
o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l  la w , and  h e  f e l t  i t  w i s e r  s im p ly  n o t  to  m e n tio n  some
p r o v i s i o n s  h e  w is h e d  to  d i s c a r d .  " I  m u s t p r a y  you  b e  to  a s  w a tc h f u l
o v e r  w h a t I  h a v e  n o t  s a i d  a s  w h a t i s  s a i d , 11 h e  w r o te  W ythe, p o i n t i n g
o u t  t h a t  MI  h a v e  th o u g h t  i t  b e t t e r  t o  d ro p  i n  s i l e n c e  t h e  law s we
47m ean t o  d i s c o n t i n u e . 11 T h is  m an eu v er o f  J e f f e r s o n 1s ,  h o w e v e r, w as
n o t  e n t i r e l y  s u c c e s s f u l .  As a  c a s e  i n  p o i n t ,  t h e  fo l lo w in g  s t a t u t e
a p p e a re d  among th e  p r o p o s a l s :
S e c t .  X IV. W hosoever s h a l l  b e  g u i l t y  o f  r a p e ,  o r  
sodomy w i th  man o r  woman, s h a l l  b e  p u n is h e d ;  i f  a  man, 
b y  c a s t r a t i o n ,  i f  a  woman, b y  b o r in g  th r o u g h  t h e  c a r t i ­
la g e  o f  h e r  n o s e  a  h o l e  o f  one h a l f  in c h  i n  d ia m e te r  a t  
t h e  l e a s t . 4 ®
J e f f e r s o n  a l s o  w r o te  W ythe t h a t  i n  h i s  r e v i s i o n  11. . . 1  
h a v e  aim ed  a t  a c c u r a c y ,  b r e v i t y  & s i m p l i c i t y ,  p r e s e r v in g  how ev er 
th e  w o rd s  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  la w , w h e re v e r  t h e i r  m ean in g  h a s  b e e n  
s a n c t io n e d  b y  j u d i c i a l  d e c i s i o n s ,  o r  r e n d e r e d  t e c h n i c a l  by  u s a g e .11 
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  11. . . 1  w is h e d  to  e x h i b i t  a  sam p le  o f  r e f o r m a t io n  in  
t h e  b a r b a r o u s  s t y l e  i n t o  w h ic h  m o d e m  s t a t u t e s  h a v e  d e g e n e r a te d  fro m  
t h e i r  a n c i e n t  s i m p l i c i t y . 11 L ipscom b an d  B e rg h , I ,  2 1 6 .
46I b i d . ,  I ,  2 1 7 .
4 ^ I b i d .
4 ®Malone, J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n ,  p .  2 71 .
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I n d i c a t i v e  o f  h i s  co m p re h en s io n  o f  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  e le m e n ts  
in  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l ,  h e  w ish e d  t o  le a v e  th e  m ore u n n a t u r a l  s e x  c r im e s  
l a r g e l y  to  p u b l i c  o p in io n .  He d iv id e d  " b u g g e ry "  in t o  sodomy and  
b e s t i a l i t y ,  and  o f  th e  l a t t e r  he  s a i d :  " B e s t i a l i t y  can  n e v e r  make
any p r o g r e s s ;  i t  c a n n o t t h e r e f o r e  b e  i n j u r i o u s  t o  s o c i e t y  i n  any  
g r e a t  d e g r e e ,  w h ic h  i s  th e  t r u e  m e a su re  o f  c r i m i n a l i t y  i n  f o ro  c i v i l i s ,
49
and w i l l  e v e r  b e  p u n is h e d ,  b y  u n i v e r s a l  d e r i s i o n . "  J e f f e r s o n  s 
i n s i g h t s  in t o  t h e  e le m e n ts  o f  a  s c i e n c e  o f  s o c i e t y  w e re  f a r  i n  
ad v an c e  o f  th o s e  c u r r e n t  i n  h i s  d ay  and  a n t i c i p a t e  th e  w orks o f  
l a t e r  s tu d e n t s  o f  s o c i e t y .  I n  t h e  N o te s  on V i r g i n i a , h e  p o in t e d  o u t  
t h a t  a l l  law s " fo u n d e d  i n  f o r c e ,  and  n o t  i n  c o n s c ie n c e "  w e re  n o t  
o n ly  a r b i t r a r y  b u t  a l s o  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  s u c c e e d . H e  u n d e r s to o d  
t h a t  t h e  i n t e r n a l i z a t i o n  o f  norm s g av e  s t r e n g t h  to  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  
law s and  t h a t  e f f e c t i v e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  was a  d e c i s i v e  f e a t u r e  o f  
p o s i t i v e  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .
I n  h i s  e f f o r t  t o  make th e  c r im in a l  law  m ore r a t i o n a l  and  
hum ane, h i s  r e v i s i o n  p ro v id e d  th e  d e a th  p e n a l t y  f o r  o n ly  t r e a s o n  
and  m u rd e r .  D ism em berm ent, o r  l e x  t a l i o n i s , was th e  p e n a l t y  f o r  
r a p e  o r  sodom y, a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  m aim ing and d i s f i g u r i n g ,  w h ic h  a l s o  
in v o lv e d  th e  f o r f e i t u r e  to  t h e  v i c t im  o f  h a l f  t h e  la n d s  an d  goods 
o f  t h e  o f f e n d e r .  C rim es t o  b e  p u n is h e d  by h a r d  la b o r  p lu s  r e p a r a t i o n
^ F o r d ,  W r i t i n g s , I I ,  21 I n .  The lo s s  o f  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  f o l ­
lo w in g  from  kn o w led g e  o f  s u c h  u n n a t u r a l  a c t s  w ou ld  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  to  
e x e r t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  th e  i n d i v i d u a l .  C o o ley  and  o th e r  s o c i o l o g i s t s  
h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  p s y c h o - s o c io lo g ic a l  e le m e n ts  a t  w ork  i n  t h i s  
p r o c e s s .  S ee  e s p e c i a l l y  R ic h a rd  L . L a P ie r e ,  A T h eo ry  o f  S o c ia l  
C o n t r o l  (New Y o rk : M cG raw -H ill Book Company, I n c . ,  1 9 5 4 ) .
^ L ip scom b  and Bergh , I I ,  199.
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in c lu d e d  m a n s la u g h te r ,  c o u n t e r f e i t i n g ,  a r s o n ,  r o b b e r y ,  b u r g l a r y ,
l a r c e n y ,  and  h o r s e  s t e a l i n g .  S u ic id e  and  h e r e s y  w e re  " to  b e  p i t i e d ,
n o t  p u n is h e d ."  P a rd o n  and  p r i v i l e g e  o f  c l e r g y  w e re  to  be a b o l i s h e d ,
a s  w as a t t a i n d e r  w i th  c o r r u p t i o n  o f  b lo o d  and  f o r f e i t u r e  o f  d o w e r.
S la v e s  g u i l t y  o f  o f f e n s e s  p u n is h a b le  i n  freem en  b y  la b o r  w ere  t o
b e  " t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  A f r i c a ,  o r  e ls e w h e re  . . . t h e r e  to  b e  c o n t in u e d
i n  s l a v e r y . "  T h o se  condem ned to  h a r d  la b o r  w e re  to  fo llo w  a
51" r ig o r o u s  r e g im e n ."
B e c c a r ia ,  i n  h i s  p o s i t i v e  a p p ro a c h , h ad  d e s ig n e d  a p e n a l  p r o ­
gram  to  c a r r y  o u t  h i s  p ro p o se d  r e f o r m s .  The m e th o d  u sed  was t o  b e  
im p riso n m e n t f o r  a  s t a t e d  p e r io d  o f  t im e .  T h is  h e  c o n s id e re d  t h e
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m o st humane and  f l e x i b l e  m eans o f  a d j u s t i n g  p u n ish m e n ts  to  c r im e s ,  
and  J e f f e r s o n  l a r g e l y  c o n c u r r e d .  H ow ever, J e f f e r s o n  f e l t  t h a t  " h a r d  
la b o r  on r o a d s ,  c a n a l s ,  and  o t h e r  p u b l i c  w o rk s"  m ig h t a l s o  b e  
em p loyed , a  v iew  s h a re d  b y  th e  r e v i s o r s  b u t  n o t  b y  th e  g e n e r a l
C O
p u b l i c .  When t r i e d  e l s e w h e r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  t h i s  
e x p e r im e n t p ro v e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  and  h e  a f te r w a r d s  co n c lu d e d  t h a t  th e  
e x h i b i t i o n  o f  c r im in a l s  as  p u b l i c  s p e c t a c l e s  w i t h  sh av en  h ead s  w ou ld
c /
p ro d u c e  i n  them  lo s s  o f  s e l f - r e s p e c t  and  th u s  le a d  to  r e c i d iv i s m .
He becam e c o n v in c e d  t h a t  a  b e t t e r  a p p ro a c h  w as t h a t  o f  c o n f in e d  la b o r
s u c h  as  was b e in g  t r i e d  i n  E u rope  (an d  l a t e r  t o  b e  t r i e d  i n
' ' """ ' " " °
51I b i d . ,  I I ,  20 2 .
CO
K orn and  M cC ork le , o p . c i t . ,  p .  4 0 5 .
“̂ B o w e rs , o £ . c i t . ,  p p . 1 8 7 -8 8 .
^ F o r d ,  W r i t i n g s , I ,  63 .
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P h i l a d e l p h i a ) . Thus h e  p ro m o ted  th e  p la n  f o r  b u i l d i n g  a  p e n i t e n ­
t i a r y  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  p r o v id in g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s k e tc h e s  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
w h i le  he  w as i n  P a r i s .
T he m a jo r i t y  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  b i l l s  c o n c e rn in g  c r im e  and 
p u n ish m e n t w ere  a d o p te d  i n  1796, b y  w h ich  d a t e  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  w e re  
w i l l i n g  t o  l i m i t  c a p i t a l  p u n ish m e n t to  t r e a s o n  and  m u rd e r . H ow ever, 
th e y  f a i l e d  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw ee n  m u rd e r and  m a n s la u g h te r  a s  h e  h ad  
d o n e , b u t  i n s t e a d  in t r o d u c e d  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw ee n  m u rd e r i n  th e  
f i r s t  and  seco n d  d e g r e e s .
J e f f e r s o n  a l s o ,  as  a  p a r t  o f  h i s  w ork i n  r e v i s i n g  th e  V i r g i n i a  
c o d e , p ro p o s e d  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  new sy s te m  o f  c o u r t s  t o  r e p l a c e  
th e  E n g l is h  s y s te m  w h ic h  h ad  b e e n  d i s r u p te d  b y  th e  R e v o lu t io n .  He 
a d v o c a te d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  C o u r ts  o f  A p p e a l,  C h an ce ry  an d  A s s iz e ,  a s  w e l l  
as  A d m ira l ty  and  C oun ty  C o u r ts .  T he A d m ira l ty  C o u r t b i l l  was p a s s e d  
p ro m p tly , a u t h o r i z in g  th e  c a p tu r e  and  s a l e  o f  B r i t i s h  s h i p s .  How­
e v e r ,  i t  w as o v e r  a  y e a r  b e f o r e  h i s  b i l l s  to  e s t a b l i s h  r e g u l a r  c o u r t s  
w e re  p a s s e d .  T he e x p la n a t io n  o f  t h i s  d e la y  may b e  fo u n d  i n  t h e  oppo ­
s i t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a n t e r  c l a s s ,  s i n c e  th e y  w ere  th e  c h i e f  d e b to r s  i n  
th e  s t a t e  and w ere  w i th o u t  fu n d s  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  to  s a t i s f y  th e  
demands o f  t h e i r  c r e d i t o r s  as a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  la c k  o f  a  m a rk e t f o r  
to b a c c o ,  t h e i r  c h i e f  c r o p .  So lo n g  a s  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  r e g u l a r  
c o u r t s  c o u ld  b e  p o s tp o n e d ,  th e y  w e re  r e l a t i v e l y  f r e e  from  su c h  
c la im s  o f  t h e i r  c r e d i t o r s . ^  When th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e f u s e d  to  
e s t a b l i s h  r e g u l a r  c o u r t s ,  J e f f e r s o n  d r a f t e d  a  com prom ise p r o p o s a l
^^Schachner, o £ .  c i t . ,  I ,  1 4 5 -4 6 .
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w h ic h  w o u ld  h av e  s u sp e n d e d  paym ent o f  d e b ts  w h en ev e r s u i t a b l e  
s e c u r i t y  w as g iv e n .  H ow ever, ev en  t h i s  w as to o  much f o r  t h e  l e g i s ­
l a t o r s .  He th e n  o f f e r e d  a  b i l l  p r o v id in g  t h a t  d e b to r s  to  t h e  B r i t i s h  
c o u ld  d e p o s i t  la w fu l  money o f  th e  Commonwealth w i th  th e  S t a t e ,  w h ic h  
w o u ld  th e n  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s e t t l i n g  th e  a c c o u n ts  i n  q u e s t i o n .  
H ow ever, t h e  p o s t - R e v o lu t io n a r y  V i r g i n i a  c u r r e n c y  p ro v e d , as h e  s a i d ,  
to  b e  o f  no m ore v a lu e  th a n  oak  l e a v e s ,  and th u s  h i s  b i l l  f a i l e d  to  
a c c o m p lis h  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  m ak ing  p o s s i b l e  a n  h o n o ra b le  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  
t h e  c la im s  o f  B r i t i s h  f i rm s  a g a i n s t  c i t i z e n s  o f  V i r g i n i a . ^
I n  th e  N o tes  on  V i r g i n i a , J e f f e r s o n  r e p o r t e d  th e  a l t e r a t i o n s  
w h ich  th e  r e v i s o r s  h ad  p ro p o s e d  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  la w s . P o in t i n g  o u t 
t h a t  t h e  E n g l i s h  common law  was r e t a i n e d  a s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  r e v i s e d  
c o d e , h e  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  " t h e  m o st r e m a rk a b le  a l t e r a t i o n s "  w e re  th e  
a b o l i t i o n  o f  e n t a i l  and  p r im o g e n i tu r e ,  th e  n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  la w , th e  
e m a n c ip a t io n  o f  s l a v e s ,  th e  r e v i s i o n  o f  th e  c r im in a l  law , th e  b i l l  
t o  p r o v id e  f o r  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n ,  a  s t a t e  l i b r a r y ,  and a n  a r t  g a l l e r y ,  
and  t h a t  f o r  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  r e l i g i o u s  freed o m . S e v e r a l  o f  
t h e s e  p r o p o s a l s  w i l l  b e  c o n s id e r e d  i n  l a t e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y .
He a l s o  in c lu d e d  i n  h i s  l i s t  t h e  p r o p o s a l  o f  a  g e n e r a l  p r o p e r t y  ta x  
t o  r a i s e  fu n d s  f o r  th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  th e  p o o r  ( a  t a s k  f o rm e r ly  
p e r fo rm e d  b y  th e  v e s t r i e s ) ,  an d  f o r  e r e c t i n g  b r i d g e s ,  c o u r t  h o u s e s ,  
and  o t h e r  s t a t e  and  c o u n ty  b u i l d i n g s .  A n o th e r  o f  th e  b i l l s  t o  w h ich  
h e  a t t a c h e d  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w as t h a t  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  upkeep  and  r e p a i r
-’^M alone, J e f f e r s o n  t h e  V i r g in i a n ,  p p . 2 5 7 -5 8 . As we have  
s e e n ,  J e f f e r s o n  h im s e l f  s u f f e r e d  trem en d o u s  lo s s e s  i n  th e  m a t t e r  o f  
h i s  w i f e ' s  e s t a t e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  b i l l .
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o f  p u b l i c  ro a d s  and  th e  c o m p e n sa tio n  o f  p r o p e r t y  ow ners f o r  la n d s  
ta k e n  o v e r  by th e  s t a t e  o r  c o u n ty  f o r  new r o a d s .
J e f f e r s o n 's  s t r u g g l e s  w i th  t h e  f e d e r a l  j u d i c i a r y  d e m o n s tra te  
o t h e r  v i t a l  a s p e c t s  o f  h i s  v iew  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  law . He saw Adams' 
" m id n ig h t a p p o in tm e n ts "  a s  an  u n d e rh a n d e d  and  i l l e g a l  a t te m p t  to  
d e f e a t  th e  p u rp o s e s  o f  " t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1800" b y  m eans o f  c o n t r o l ­
l i n g  th e  j u d i c i a r y  th ro u g h  F e d e r a l i s t  ju d g e s  a p p o in te d  f o r  l i f e .
A f t e r  s e c u r in g  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  A c t,  h e  c a l l e d  upon  th e  H ouse 
o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  b e g in  im peachm ent p ro c e e d in g s  a g a i n s t  th e  
n o to r io u s  Jo h n  P ic k e r i n g ,  who had  a p p e a re d  on t h e  b e n c h  d ru n k , 
b u l l i e d  w i t n e s s e s ,  and  g e n e r a l l y  c o m p o rted  h im s e l f  i n  a  d i s g r a c e f u l  
m a n n e r .
B e fo re  th e  C o n g re ss  c o u ld  a c t ,  J e f f e r s o n 's  enemy Jo h n  M a r s h a l l ,  
now C h ie f  J u s t i c e ,  d e l i v e r e d  th e  fam ous M arb u ry  v .  M ad ison  d e c i s i o n ,  
i n  w h ic h  h e  d e c l a r e d ,  v i a  a  sh rew d u s e  o f  o b i t e r  d i c t a , an  a c t  o f  
C o n g re ss  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and  p ro c la im e d  th e  r i g h t  o f  th e  Suprem e 
C o u r t t o  so  d e c id e .  J e f f e r s o n  was i n f u r i a t e d .  He h ad  s a id  i n  h i s  
K en tu ck y  R e s o lu t io n s  t h a t  th e  s t a t e s  p o s s e s s e d  th e  r i g h t  o f  d e c l a r in g  
an  a c t  o f  C o n g re ss  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ;  now M a r s h a l l  h ad  a r r o g a t e d  t h a t  
r i g h t  t o  t h e  c o u r t .
When C o n g ress  to o k  up t h e  P ic k e r in g  c a s e ,  J e f f e r s o n  fo llo w e d  
th e  m a t t e r  c l o s e l y ,  and ev en  b e f o r e  t h e  g u i l t y  v e r d i c t  was d e l i v e r e d ,  
h e  r e q u e s te d  t h a t  p ro c e e d in g s  b e  s t a r t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  v i o l e n t l y  
F e d e r a l i s t  Sam uel C h ase , an  a t te m p t  w h ic h  en d ed  i n  f a i l u r e  and  w h ich  
J e f f e r s o n  c o n s id e r e d  a  s tu n n in g  b low  to  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  c l i p  t h e  w in g s
o f  t h e  j u d i c i a r y .  T h ro u g h o u t t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e  h e  p r o t e s t e d
a g a i n s t  t h e  pow er o f  j u d g e s ,  w h ic h  h e  c o n s id e r e d  a lw ay s  to  b e  " s e r i o u s l y
a n t i - r e p u b l i c a n ,  b e c a u s e  f o r  l i f e , " " ^  a  p ow er w h ic h  d e l i b e r a t e l y
d e f e a t e d  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  p e o p le  and  t r a m p le d  down t h e i r  r i g h t s . C o u r ts
i n  h i s  v ie w  e x i s t e d  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  p e o p l e 's  r i g h t s ,  and  t h e  f a c t  t h a t
ju d g e s  w e re  a p p o in te d  f o r  l i f e  o p en ed  t o  them  th e  m eans t o  u s u rp  th o s e
r i g h t s  an d  th u s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  l e g a l  ty r a n n y  i n  b o ld  c o n t r a s t  to  t h e
58p r i n c i p l e s  o f  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s .  T he  B u r r  t r e a s o n  t r i a l  f u r t h e r  
r e v e a l e d  J e f f e r s o n 's  b i t t e r n e s s  to w a rd  th e  j u d i c i a r y .  B u r r  no lo n g e r  
r e p r e s e n t e d  a  p o l i t i c a l  t h r e a t  t o  J e f f e r s o n ,  an d  c r i t i c s  h a v e  i n t e r ­
p r e t e d  h i s  a c t i v i t y  d u r in g  t h e  t r e a s o n  t r i a l  a s  a  d i s p l a y  o f  p e r s o n a l  
v i n d i c t i v e n e s s  w h ic h , i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  u s u a l  b e h a v io r ,  a p p e a r s  to  
c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p te d  v iew  o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r .  Of 
B u r r 's  a m b i t io u s  sch em e , h e  w r o te ;  " T h is  i n s u r r e c t i o n  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  
show t h a t  t h e  f a u l t  i n  o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  n o t  t h a t  t h e  E x e c u t iv e
h o ld s  to o  l i t t l e  p o w er, b u t  t h a t  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  e i t h e r  h a s  to o  m uch,
59o r  h o ld s  i t  u n d e r  to o  l i t t l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . "  J e f f e r s o n 's  a c t i v i ­
t i e s  d u r in g  t h e  t r i a l  h a v e  p r o v id e d  a  f e r t i l e  s o u r c e  f o r  h i s  c r i t i c s .  
S c h a c h n e r  s a y s  t h a t  h e  i n s t i t u t e d
one o f  t h e  m o st am az in g  d r a g n e t s  o v e r  t h e  n a t i o n  e v e r  made 
b y  a n y  P r e s i d e n t .  He s o u g h t  w i tn e s s e s  an d  a f f i d a v i t s  from  
New O r le a n s  t o  M a in e , fro m  I n d ia n a  to  New J e r s e y ,  an d  c o n ­
s t i t u t e d  h im s e l f  p r o s e c u t o r - i n - c h i e f ,  o v e r r i d i n g  t h e  r e g u l a r  
m a c h in e ry  o f  g o v e rn m e n t i n  d e a l in g  w i th  c r im in a l  p r o s e c u t i o n s .
■^L ipscom b an d  B e rg h , XV, 2 0 . 
■ ^ S c h a c h n e r , o £ .  c i t . , I I ,  7 7 4 -8 0 . 
59I b i d . , I I ,  8 5 1 .
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He e v e n  s o u g h t  . . .  t o  o b t a in  a  s u s p e n s io n  o f  h a b e a s  
c o r p u s .6 0
When B u r r  w as a c q u i t t e d ,  J e f f e r s o n  w o rk ed  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  f o r  
a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  am endm ent to  r e s t r i c t  th e  p ow er o f  t h e  j u d i c i a r y .
As a  s t r i c t  c o n s t r u c t i o n i s t ,  h e  f e l t  t h a t  s u c h  a n  am endm ent w as n e c e s ­
s a r y .  T he i s s u e s  a t  s t a k e  i n  t h e  B u r r  t r i a l  w e re  su c h  a s  to  le a d  h im  
t o  b e h a v io r  t h a t  "show ed a  s t r a i n i n g ,  i f  n o t  a  v i o l a t i o n ,  o f  t h o s e  
l i m i t a t i o n s  on  pow er w h ic h  o s t e n s i b l y  j u s t i f i e d  a l l  J e f f e r s o n i a n  g o v e rn ­
m en t."^ '* '
T h is  c o n f l i c t  i n  p r i n c i p l e s  b e tw e e n  s t r i c t  a d h e re n c e  to  t h e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n - - w h i c h  h e  i n  th e  K e n tu c k y  R e s o lu t io n s  h ad  c a l l e d  th e  
c h a in s  t o  b in d  r u l e r s - - a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e 's  r i g h t s  w as 
f i n a l l y  r e s o lv e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  th e  p r im a c y  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  i n  t h e  L o u i s i ­
a n a  P u r c h a s e .  T h ro u g h o u t t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e  h e  q u e s t io n e d  th e  
p r o p r i e t y  o f  h i s  a c t i o n  i n  t h a t  i n s t a n c e ,  f i n a l l y  a p p e a l in g  f o r  j u s t i ­
f i c a t i o n  to  t h e  p e o p le  " f o r  d o in g  f o r  them  u n a u th o r i z e d ,  w h a t we knew 
th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  done f o r  th e m s e lv e s  h a d  th e y  b e e n  i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  to  
do i t . " ^  As d a n g e ro u s  a s  h e  m ig h t h a v e  fo u n d  t h i s  d o c t r i n e  to  b e  
i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  o t h e r s ,  h i s  v iew  d o e s  p o i n t  up t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t o  h im  
c o n s t i t u t i o n s  w e re  b u t  in s t r u m e n ts  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  p e o p le ,  
a s  in d e e d  a l l  law s w e re .
J e f f e r s o n  v ie w e d  th e  law  a s  a  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  He u n d e r ­
s to o d  t h a t  norm s f lo w  fro m  th o s e  l e g a l  p r o p o s i t i o n s  w h ic h  a r e
60I b i d . ,  I I ,  8 5 2 .
^ B o o r s t i n ,  T he L o s t  W orld  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  p .  2 0 1 .
c ry
Lipscomb and Bergh , X , 4 1 1 .
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e n fo rc e d  b y  th e  c o u r t s  a s  w e l l  a s  fro m  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m ores i n c o r -  
p o r a te d  i n  custom s and  th e  common law ; t h u s ,  J e f f e r s o n  was e a g e r  
to  e s t a b l i s h  a  code  b a s e d  upon  th e  m o st e n l ig h te n e d  a p p ro a c h  o f  h i s  
d a y . I t  i s  c l e a r  h e  a l s o  u n d e r s to o d  a lo n g  w i th  Max W eber t h a t  " c o n ­
d u c t  o r i e n t e d  to w ard  a  cu s to m  . . . endow ed w i th  . . . le g i t im a c y "
64
c o n t r i b u t e s  to  s o c i a l  s t a b i l i t y  and c o n s e n s u s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  h e  c h o se
to  r e t a i n  t h e  common law  b a s i s  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  c o d e . B u t, a s  we h av e
s e e n ,  h i s  p r o p o s a ls  w e n t f a r  beyond  w h a t many o f  h i s  c o n te m p o ra r ie s
c o n s id e r e d  a c c e p ta b l e ,  a l th o u g h  h e  w as bound b y  t h e  l i m i t s  w h ic h
s o c i e t y  s e t s  to  p la n n e d  l e g a l  c h an g e , one o f  t h e  m a jo r  s o c i o l o g i c a l
65f a c t o r s  i n  th e  g ro w th  and  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  law .
When R oscoe Pound s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  law  w as " to
a c h ie v e  th e  maximum o f  human c o n t r o l  o v e r  e x t e r n a l  n a t u r e  and  o v e r
66i n t e r n a l  n a t u r e  f o r  human p u r p o s e s ,"  h e  was e x p r e s s in g  th o u g h ts
w h ic h  h ad  a l s o  b e e n  J e f f e r s o n 's .  The c o n d i t io n s  o f  s o c i e t y  and  th e
c h a r a c t e r  o f  man w e re  b o th  c o n s id e r a t i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  J e f f e r s o n 's
c o n c e p t o f  th e  r o l e  o f  la w ; t o  him , a s  B o o r s t in  s a y s ,  " p o l i t i c a l  and
67l e g a l  q u e s t io n s  w e re  i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e . "  I n  h i s  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  
o r i e n t a t i o n ,  th e  s t a t e  e x i s t e d  to  m e e t th e  n e e d s  o f  man, y e t  men owed
^ G e o f f r e y  Saw er ( e d . ) ,  S tu d ie s  i n  th e  S o c io lo g y  o f  Law (C an­
b e r r a :  T he A u s t r a l i a n  N a t io n a l  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 6 1 ) , p .  2 7 .
^^Max R h e in s t e in  ( e d . ) , Max W eber on Law i n  Economy and  
S o c ie ty  (C am b rid g e , M a s s .:  H a rv a rd  U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 4 ) , p p . 3 -4 .
^ S a w e r ,  o £ . c i t . , p .  ix .
® ^ I b id . , p .  85 .
^ The L o s t  World o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , p .  202 .
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o b e d ie n c e  t o  t h e  law s o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  th e  r i g h t s  o f  a l l  
m ig h t b e  p r o t e c t e d .  T he  c o n t r a c t  w as s o c i a l  an d  th e  o b l i g a t i o n s  
w e re  m u tu a l .
J e f f e r s o n ,  th e  p r a c t i c a l  i d e a l i s t ,  s o u g h t  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  i n t o
th e  law  th o s e  s p e c i f i c  p r o v i s io n s  w h ic h  w ou ld  b e n e f i t  t h e  members o f
s o c i e t y .  Y e t h i s  f i n a l  a p p e a l  w as to  th e  n a t u r a l  law , " t h e  h ig h e r
m o ra l law  o r  'p o s i t i v e  m o r a l i t y '  . . . w h ich  a c t s  a s  a  n o rm a tiv e
o r d e r  upon p o s i t i v e  law  much as  p o s i t i v e  law  le a v e s  i t s  m ark upon
68th e  ' l i v i n g  la w ' o f  t h e  co m m u n ity ,"  i n  t h e  w ords o f  H . 0 .  P ap p e .
The u n i v e r s a l  and  u l t i m a t e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  law  w ere  s e l f -
e v i d e n t ,  a s  w e re  th e  r i g h t s  d e r iv i n g  from  s u c h  law . T he s o c i o l o g i c a l
a p p ro a c h  to  law  " i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  c o n d i t io n s  and  fo rm s i n  w h ic h
law  i s  f e l t  t o  e x i s t  and  t o  b e  b in d in g ,  w i th  t h e  c o n d i t io n s  u n d e r
w h ic h  i t  d e v e lo p s  and  c h a n g e s ,  and  w i th  i t s  i n t e r - r e l a t i o n  w i th  th e
69
o r g a n iz a t i o n  an d  v a r io u s  l e v e l s  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e . "  T h e se  w ere  c o n ­
c e r n s  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's ,  t o  b e  s u r e ;  b u t  he  was a l s o  a  r e f o r m e r  to  
whom s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w e re  b u t  m eans o f  s e c u r in g  an d  p r o t e c t i n g  
t h e  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  to  w h ic h  men by n a t u r e  w e re  e n t i t l e d .
I n  a  l e t t e r  t o  Thomas P a in e  from  P a r i s  i n  1789 , J e f f e r s o n  
q u o te d  a  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  F re n c h  r e v o lu t io n a r y  c o m m ittee  w h ic h  s t a t e d  
t h a t  " e v e r y  g o v ern m en t s h o u ld  h a v e  a s  i t s  o n ly  en d , t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  
o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  man . . . .  Laws h av e  a s  t h e i r  o b j e c t  t h e  g e n e r a l  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  k ingdom , t h e  p r o p e r ty  an d  th e  a c t i o n s  o f  th e
6% aw er, o £ .  c i t . , p .  197.
69I b i d . ,  p .  2 09 .
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c i t i z e n s . " 7 *̂ To t h i s  d e c l a r a t i o n  h e  gave  h i s  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a p p r o v a l .
Y e t to  h im  b o th  law s and  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  w e re  s u b j e c t  to  c h a n g e ; th e y
w ere  n o t  e t e r n a l l y  b in d in g .  " I t  i s  t h e  w i l l  o f  th e  n a t i o n  w h ich
m akes th e  law  o b l i g a t o r y , "  h e  w r o te ;  " i t  i s  t h e i r  w i l l  w h ich  c r e a t e s
o r  a n n i h i l a t e s  . . . T he d e a d  c o u ld  n o t  b in d  th e  l i v i n g ,  ev e n
b y  t h e  common law , w h ic h , to  b e  l e g i t i m a t e ,  m u s t b e  e n a c te d  b y  th e  
72p e o p le .  In d e e d ,  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  a p p ro a c h  was i n  c o n f l i c t  w i th
th e  common-law th e o r y  t h a t  th e  b in d in g  f o r c e  o 'f l e g a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s
was ro u g h ly  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  t o  t h e i r  a n t i q u i t y ,  a s  s u g g e s te d  by B la c k -
s to n e .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  J e f f e r s o n  v iew ed  t r a d i t i o n a l  law  as  a  f a c t o r
w h ich  p e r p e t u a te d  m o n arch y , ty r a n n y ,  and  d e s p o ti s m . He t h e r e f o r e
w arn ed  men to  re m a in  aw are  t h a t ,  a l th o u g h  i t  m ig h t b e  m ore c o n v e n ie n t
to  t r e a t  a n c i e n t  law s a s  i f  th e y  h ad  b e e n  r e - e n a c t e d ,  i t  w as th e
o b l i g a t i o n  o f  l e g i s l a t u r e s  to  r e p e a l  them , "w h en ev er a  ch an g e  o f
c i r c u m s ta n c e s  o r  o f  w i l l  c a l l s  f o r  i t , "  s i n c e  " h a b i t  a lo n e  c o n fo u n d s
73w h a t i s  c i v i l  p r a c t i c e  w i th  n a t u r a l  r i g h t . "  Law s, l i k e  th e  c o n s t i ­
t u t i o n s  w h ich  gave them  th e  c o l o r  o f  l e g i t i m a c y ,  s h o u ld  n o t  o u t l i v e  
th e  men who h ad  a u th o r i z e d  them , u n le s s  r e - e n a c t e d  by l e g i s l a t u r e s ;  
f o r  " th e  e a r t h  b e lo n g s  a lw ay s  to  th e  l i v i n g , "  and  l e g a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
w e re  no m ore s a c r e d  th a n  a n y  o t h e r s .
P e rh a p s  t h e  b e s t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  a p p ro a c h  to  t h e
70Boyd, XV, 2 6 8 .
7 ^Lipscom b and  B e rg h , X , 126 .
72I b i d . ,  X , 1 2 5 -2 9 .
7^Boorstin, The Lost World o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  p .  210 .
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law  may b e  s e e n  i n  b i s  v iew  o f  w h a t h e  c a l l e d  " th e  in e s t im a b le  i n s t i ­
t u t i o n  o f  j u r i e s . " 7^  "T he t r i a l  b y  j u r y , "  h e  s a i d ,  " I  c o n s id e r  . . .
t h e  o n ly  a n c h o r  e v e r  y e t  im a g in e d  b y  man, b y  w h ich  a  g o v ern m en t c a n  b e
7 5h e ld  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  i t s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  . . . So lo n g  a s  a
c o n s t i t u t i o n  was i n  e f f e c t ,  a p p ro v e d  by  t h e  p e o p le ,  t h e  g o v ern m en t 
s h o u ld  b e  f o r c e d  to  a b id e  by i t .  I t  was t h e  p e o p le ,  th e n ,  f o r  whom 
c o n s t i t u t i o n s  and  e n a c te d  law s e x i s t e d .  T he law  i t s e l f  was t h e  p e o p l e 's ,  
i n s p i r e d  b y  them , e n a c te d  f o r  th em , s u p p o r te d  by  th em —and t h e  c o u r t s  
w e re  t o  p r o v id e  t h e  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  " t r i a l s  b y  th e  p e o p le  th e m s e lv e s ,  
t h a t  i s  to  s a y ,  b y  j u r y . " 7^ J e f f e r s o n  o f t e n  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  c o n v i c t io n  
t h a t  t h e  p e o p le  w e re  t h e  b e s t  g u a rd ia n s  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t s - - t h e  n a t u r a l  
r i g h t s  t o  w h ic h  th e y  w e re  e n t i t l e d  b y  n a t u r a l  law . R a t io n a l  men 
e n l ig h te n e d  b y  e d u c a t io n  and  e q u ip p e d  w i th  a  m o ra l s e n s e  w e re  c o m p e te n t 
to  r u l e  th e m s e lv e s  w i t h i n  th e  fram ew ork  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t .
J e f f e r s o n 's  vierw o f  n a t u r a l  law , th e n ,  was b a s e d  upon  h i s  
E n l ig h te n m e n t f a i t h  i n  an  o r d e r l y  m o ra l u n i v e r s e .  S i t u a t i o n a l  c o n ­
s i d e r a t i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  d em o g rap h ic  and  e c o l o g ic a l  o n e s ,  w e re  a lw ay s 
im p o r ta n t  i n  d e te r m in in g  th e  d e s i r a b l e  s y s te m  o f  e n a c te d  la w s . Human 
l e g a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  no l e s s  th a n  o th e r  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s  o f  norm s s h o u ld  
b e  r e a s o n a b le  and  s c i e n t i f i c ,  c o n s c io u s ly  d e s ig n e d  to  f i t  t h e  r e a l i ­
t i e s  o f  n a t u r a l  la w . As in s t r u m e n ts  o f  s o c i e t y ,  th e y  s h o u ld  b e  f r e e l y  
a d j u s t e d  t o  m e e t t h e  n e e d s  o f  e a c h  g e n e r a t i o n .  T he h ig h e r  law  o f  
n a t u r e ,  o f  w h ic h  th e y  s h o u ld  b e  an  e x p r e s s io n ,  dem anded o n ly  t h a t  
th e y  p r o t e c t  i n s t e a d  o f  v i o l a t e  t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  o f  man and  
p ro m o te  h i s  h a p p in e s s .
7^K och and  P e d e n , p .  3 3 0 . 
75B oyd, XV, 2 6 9 .
76I b i d . ,  XIV, 678 .
CHAPTER V III
ON EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
When J e f f e r s o n  i n  h i s  o ld  a g e  d e s ig n e d  th e  m a rk e r  f o r  h i s
g r a v e ,  h e  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  on  t h e  to m b s to n e  w as to
r e a d :  "H e re  w as b u r i e d  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  a u th o r  o f  th e  D e c l a r a t i o n
o f  In d e p e n d e n c e , o f  t h e  S t a t u t e  o f  V i r g i n i a  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  fre e d o m ,
& F a t h e r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V ir g in ia ." '* ' He g av e  no r e a s o n s  f o r
h i s  c h o ic e  o f  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s - - s t a t i n g  s im p ly  t h a t
" b e c a u s e  o f  t h e s e ,  a s  t e s t i m o n i a l s  t h a t  I  h a v e  l i v e d ,  I  w is h  to  b e  
2
rem em bered" - - b u t  i t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  th e y  r e f l e c t e d  h i s  schem e o f  
v a l u e s .
E d u c a t io n  c l e a r l y  w as a  c r u c i a l  p a r t  o f  h i s  t o t a l  p l a n  f o r  
t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  From P a r i s  h e  w r o te  i n  1786 to  G eorge  W ash in g ­
to n :  " I t  i s  a n  ax iom  in  my m ind t h a t  o u r  l i b e r t y  c a n  n e v e r  b e
s a f e  b u t  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  p e o p le  th e m s e lv e s ,  and  t h a t  to o  o f  th e
p e o p le  w i th  a  c e r t a i n  d e g re e  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n .  T h is  i s  t h e  b u s in e s s
3
o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  e f f e c t ,  and  on  a  g e n e r a l  p l a n . "  I n  h i s  r e v i s i o n  o f  
t h e  V i r g i n i a  c o d e ,  h e  h ad  p r o v id e d  f o r  t h e  r e m o d e lin g  o f  t h e  C o l le g e  
o f  W il l ia m  and M ary so  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  a  t r u e  u n i v e r s i t y .  H ow ever,
■^Schachner, o j d .  c i t . ,  I I ,  1008 .
2I b i d .
^Boyd, IX , 150.
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h i s  b i l l  w as n o t  a d o p te d ,  n o r  w as h i s  p la n  f o r  f r e e  e le m e n ta ry  
s c h o o l s .
J e f f e r s o n  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  in n o v a to r  was t h e  same man as  
J e f f e r s o n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y .  I n d e e d ,  h i s  p la n s  f o r  a  p u b l i c  e d u c a ­
t i o n  sy s te m  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  from  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  th ro u g h  u n i v e r s i t y ,  
w e re  no l e s s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  th a n  w as h i s  p o l i t i c a l  th i n k in g .  H is  
o r i g i n a l  1779 A ct f o r  t h e  More G e n e ra l D i f f u s io n  o f  K now ledge f a i l e d
o f  p a s s a g e  i n  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a l th o u g h  i t  was c a l l e d  up on num erous
4  5o c c a s io n s .  T h is  b i l l  w as d iv id e d  in to  s e v e r a l  p a r t s .  F i r s t ,  th e
b i l l  c a l l e d  f o r  f r e e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  f o r  a l l .  N e x t, m ore ad v an ced  
f r e e  e d u c a t io n  was t o  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a  s e l e c t e d  g ro u p  o f  p o o r  b o y s , 
a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  th o s e  a b l e  to  p a y  t u i t i o n ,  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  "gram m ar 
s c h o o l s . "  F o llo w in g  t h i s  p e r io d  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  a  u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a ­
t i o n  was t o  b e  p ro v id e d  a t  p u b l i c  ex p en se  t o  a  s e l e c t  few who w ould
th e n  b e  b e t t e r  a b le  t o  s e rv e  t h e  s t a t e - - a n  e d u c a t io n  in  a  t r u e  u n iv e r -
i
s i t y  to  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  th e  s t a t e  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f  t h i s  
" a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  t a l e n t  and  v i r t u e "  as w e l l  as  f o r  th o s e  who c o u ld  p a y  
t h e i r  own w ay .
I n  1786 M ad iso n  w ro te  h im  i n  P a r i s  t h a t  " i n  o r d e r  to  
o b v ia te  t h e  o b j e c t i o n  o f  th e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  th e  C oun ty  to  b e a r  th e  
e x p e n s e , i t  was p ro p o s e d  t h a t  i t  sh o u ld  b e  p a s s e d  i n t o  a  la w , b u t  i t s  
o p e r a t i o n  su sp e n d ed  f o r  th r e e  o r  f o u r  y e a r s . "  Even in  t h i s  fo rm , how­
e v e r ,  M ad iso n  f e l t  t h a t  th e  b i l l  s to o d  l i t t l e  c h an c e  o f  p a s s a g e  and 
e x p re s s e d  h i s  o p in io n  t h a t  " i t  w i l l  be b e s t  to  l e t  i t  l i e  o v e r  f o r  
t h e  s u p p le m e n ta l  R e v i s o r s ,  who may p e rh a p s  b e  a b l e  to  p u t  i t  i n t o  
some s h a p e  t h a t  w i l l  l e s s e n  t h e  o b j e c t io n  o f  e x p e n s e ."  I b i d . ,  X, 
5 7 5 -7 6 .
% o r  th e  c o m p le te  t e x t  o f  t h i s  b i l l ,  s e e  Roy J .  H o n ey w e ll,
T he  E d u c a t io n a l  Work o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  (C am b rid g e , M a s s . : H a rv a rd
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 1 ) , p p . 1 9 9 -2 0 5 ; a l s o  Boyd, I I ,  5 2 6 -4 3 .
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J e f f e r s o n  d e s c r ib e d  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  h i s  b i l l  i n  th e  N o tes  on  
th e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a . I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  i t s  p r o v i s io n s  w ere  a  p a r t  
o f  h i s  e f f o r t s  to  make th e  Commonwealth o f  V i r g i n i a  a  m odel r e p u b l i c ,
g
" s o c i a l l y  and  p o l i t i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  from  any  s o c i e t y  i n  th e  p a s t , "  
w i th  im p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  A m erica  as  a  w h o le .  One " o b j e c t  o f  th e  
r e v i s a l , "  h e  s a i d ,  " i s ,  t o  d i f f u s e  kn o w led g e  m ore g e n e r a l l y  th ro u g h  
t h e  m ass o f  t h e  p e o p le .  The b i l l  p ro p o s e s  t o  l a y  o f f  e v e ry  c o u n ty  
i n t o  s m a l l  d i s t r i c t s  o f  f i v e  o r  s i x  m i le s  s q u a r e ,  c a l l e d  h u n d r e d s ,"  
and  i n  e a c h  " to  e s t a b l i s h  a  s c h o o l  f o r  t e a c h in g  r e a d i n g ,  w r i t i n g  and  
a r i t h m e t i c . " ^  T h is  w as t h e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l .  The te a c h e r s  i n  t h e s e  
s c h o o ls  w e re  " t o  b e  s u p p o r te d  by  th e  h u n d re d , and  e v e ry  p e r s o n  i n  
i t  e n t i t l e d  to  s e n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t h r e e  y e a r s  g r a t i s ,  and  a s  much 
lo n g e r  a s  th e y  p l e a s e ,  p a y in g  f o r  i t . "  Beyond t h i s  l e v e l  o th e r  
f a c t o r s  w ere  to  b e  c o n s id e r e d .  J e f f e r s o n  p ro c e e d e d  i n  th e  N o te s  to  
o u t l i n e  th e  s y s te m  a s  f o l lo w s :
T h e se  s c h o o ls  to  b e  u n d e r  a  v i s i t o r  who i s  a n n u a l ly  
to  c h o o se  t h e  boy  o f  b e s t  g e n iu s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l ,  o f  th o s e  
w hose p a r e n t s  a r e  to o  p o o r  to  g iv e  them  f u r t h e r  e d u c a ­
t i o n ,  and  to  se n d  h im  fo rw a rd  t o  one o f  t h e  gram m ar 
s c h o o l s ,  o f  w h ic h  tw e n ty  a r e  p ro p o se d  to  b e  e r e c t e d  in  
d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  f o r  t e a c h in g  G re e k ,
L a t i n ,  G eo g rap h y , and  th e  h ig h e r  b ra n c h e s  o f  n u m e r ic a l  
a r i t h m e t i c .  Of th e  boys th u s  s e n t  i n  one y e a r ,  t r i a l  i s  
t o  b e  made a t  t h e  gram m ar s c h o o ls  one o r  two y e a r s ,  and 
th e  b e s t  g e n iu s  o f  t h e  w h o le  s e l e c t e d ,  and  c o n t in u e d  s i x  
y e a r s ,  and  th e  r e s id u e  d i s m is s e d .  By t h i s  m eans tw e n ty  
o f  t h e  b e s t  g e n iu s e s  w i l l  b e  ra k e d  from  t h e  r u b b is h  
a n n u a l ly ,  and  b e  i n s t r u c t e d ,  a t  th e  p u b l i c  e x p e n s e , so  
f a r  a s  t h e  gram m ar s c h o o ls  g o . A t t h e  end  o f  s i x  y e a r s
6Jam es B. C o n a n t, Thomas J e f f e r s o n  and  th e  D evelopm ent o f  
A m erican  P u b l ic  E d u c a tio n  (B e rk e le y :  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a
P r e s s ,  1 9 6 3 ) , p .  3 .
^Lipscomb and Bergh, I I ,  2 03 .
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I n s t r u c t i o n ,  o n e - h a I f  a r e  to  b e  d i s c o n t in u e d  (fro m  among 
whom th e  gram m ar s c h o o ls  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  b e  s u p p l ie d  w i th  
f u t u r e  m a s t e r s ) ; and  th e  o th e r  h a l f ,  who a r e  to  b e  
c h o se n  f o r  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  p a r t s  and  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  
a r e  to  b e  s e n t  and  c o n t in u e d  t h r e e  y e a r s  i n  t h e  s tu d y  o f  
su c h  s c i e n c e s  a s  th e y  s h a l l  c h o o se , a t  W ill ia m  and M ary 
c o l l e g e ,  t h e  p la n  o f  w h ic h  i s  p ro p o se d  to  b e  e n l a r g e d ,  a s  
w i l l  b e  h e r e a f t e r  e x p la in e d ,  and  e x te n d e d  to  a l l  t h e  u s e f u l  
s c i e n c e s .  The u l t i m a t e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  w h o le  schem e o f  e d u ­
c a t i o n  w o u ld  b e  t h e  t e a c h in g  a l l  th e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
r e a d in g ,  w r i t i n g  and  common a r i t h m e t i c ;  t u r n i n g  o u t  t e n  
a n n u a l ly  o f  s u p e r i o r  g e n iu s ,  w e l l  t a u g h t  i n  G re e k , L a t i n ,  
G eo g rap h y , and  th e  h ig h e r  b ra n c h e s  o f  a r i t h m e t i c ;  t u r n i n g  
o u t  t e n  o t h e r s  a n n u a l ly ,  o f  s t i l l  s u p e r i o r  p a r t s ,  w ho, to  
th o s e  b ra n c h e s  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  s h a l l  h av e  ad d ed  su c h  o f  th e  
s c ie n c e s  as  t h e i r  g e n iu s  s h a l l  h av e  le d  them  t o ;  t h e  f u r n ­
i s h in g  t o  t h e  w e a l t h i e r  p a r t  o f  th e  p e o p le  c o n v e n ie n t  
s c h o o ls  a t  w h ic h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  may b e  e d u c a te d  a t  t h e i r  
own e x p e n s e . T he g e n e r a l  o b j e c t s  o f  t h i s  law  a r e  t o  p r o ­
v id e  an  e d u c a t io n  a d a p te d  to  th e  y e a r s ,  t o  th e  c a p a c i t y ,  
and  th e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  e v e ry o n e , and  d i r e c t e d  to  t h e i r  f r e e ­
dom and  h a p p in e s s .®
W h ile  J e f f e r s o n 's  p r o p o s a l  o f  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n  
f o r  a l l  c i t i z e n s  seem s m o d est en o u g h , i t  w as a  r a d i c a l  one f o r  th e  
p e r io d  i n  w h ic h  h e  l i v e d .  Even m ore r a d i c a l  w e re  h i s  p r o p o s a ls  to  
p r o v id e  f r e e  p u b l i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  th o s e  s e l e c t i v e l y  c h o s e n ,  a l l  
th e  way th ro u g h  a  u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t io n - - p r o p o s a l s  to o  r a d i c a l  f o r  
h i s  f e l lo w  c i t i z e n s  and  s t i l l  n o t  c o m p le te ly  im p le m e n te d . He 
d e t a i l e d  c a r e f u l l y  t h e  m eans w hereb y  th o s e  " o f  th e  b e s t  and  m o st 
p ro m is in g  g e n iu s  and  d i s p o s i t i o n "  w ere  t o  b e  c h o se n  by  th e  o v e r s e e r  
i n  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a t  l e a s t  two o f  th e  t h r e e  e l e c t e d  c o u n ty  o f f i c i a l s  
( a ld e r m e n ) . T he lo w e r - l e v e l  s c h o o ls  w e re  to  b e  w i th i n  w a lk in g  
d i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  p u p i l s '  hom es, b u t  th e  "gram m ar s c h o o ls "  w ere  to  b e  
b o a rd in g  s c h o o l s ,  w i th  t h e  paym ent o f  f e e s  due from  th e  s e l e c t e d  
p o o r e r  s tu d e n t s  t o  b e  made b y  th e  s t a t e .  T h o se  who w e re  f o r t u n a t e
8I b i d . ,  I I ,  2 0 3 -4 .
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enough  to  b e  ch o se n  f o r  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  W il l ia m  and  M ary w ere  " t h e r e
to  b e  e d u c a te d ,  b o a rd e d ,  and  c l o t h e d ,  t h r e e  y e a r s ;  t h e  e x p e n se  o f
w h ic h  a n n u a l ly "  s h a l l  b e  p a id  from  p u b l i c  f u n d s - - a  ty p e  o f  f u l l
s c h o l a r s h i p  w h ic h , C onan t n o t e s ,  i s  n o n e x i s t e n t  to d a y  e x c e p t  on
9o c c a s io n  f o r  th o s e  o f  u n u s u a l  a t h l e t i c  t a l e n t ;
T h e se  r a d i c a l  p r o p o s a ls  f a i l e d  to  g a in  p o p u la r  s u p p o r t ;  an d , 
in d e e d ,  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  m id d le  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  t h a t  
t a x p a y e r s  f i n a l l y  came to  s e e  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  f r e e  p u b l i c  e le m e n ta ry  
s c h o o l s .  Wot u n t i l  o u r  own d ay  d id  an y  p ro m ise  o f  com prom ise b e tw e e n  
e q u a l i t y  o f  s t a t u s  and  th e  n o t i o n  o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r tu n i ty  a p p e a r .
I t  w as many g e n e r a t io n s  b e f o r e  A m ericans  w e re  w i l l i n g  to  e n t e r t a i n  
t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  i d e a l  o f  e d u c a t in g  one g ro u p  a t  p u b l i c  e x p e n se  f o r  
a  lo n g e r  p e r io d  o f  t im e  th a n  o t h e r s . ^
J e f f e r s o n  saw  h i s  s e l e c t i v e  sy s te m  a s  m ak ing  a v a i l a b l e  to
th e  S t a t e  . . . th o s e  t a l e n t s  w h ich  n a t u r e  h a s  sown a s  
l i b e r a l l y  among th e  p o o r  a s  th e  r i c h ,  b u t  w h ic h  p e r i s h  
w i th o u t  u s e ,  i f  n o t  s o u g h t f o r  and  c u l t i v a t e d .  B ut o f  
t h e  v ie w s  o f  t h i s  law  n o n e  i s  m ore im p o r ta n t ,  none  m ore 
l e g i t i m a t e ,  th a n  t h a t  o f  r e n d e r in g  th e  p e o p le  t h e  s a f e ,  
a s  th e y  a r e  t h e  u l t i m a t e ,  g u a rd ia n s  o f  t h e i r  own l i b e r t y .
I n  t h i s  f a s h io n  h e  j u s t i f i e d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p u b l i c  e x p e n d i tu r e  and  a l s o
r e v e a le d  th e  r o l e  h e  a s s ig n e d  t o  e d u c a t io n  i n  a  d e m o c ra tic  r e p u b l i c .
F o r  t h i s  p u rp o s e  t h e  r e a d in g  in  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e ,  
w h e re  th e y  w i l l  r e c e iv e  t h e i r  w h o le  e d u c a t io n ,  i s  p r o ­
p o se d  . . .  t o  b e  c h i e f l y  h i s t o r i c a l .  H i s to r y ,  b y  
a p p r i z in g  them  o f  th e  p a s t ,  w i l l  e n a b le  them  t o  ju d g e  o f  
t h e  f u t u r e ;  i t  w i l l  a v a i l  them  o f  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  o th e r
^Conant, o £ .  c i t . , p .  7 .
10I b i d .
■^Lipscomb and Bergh, I I ,  206 .
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t im e s  and  o th e r  n a t i o n s ; i t  w i l l  q u a l i f y  them  a s  ju d g e s  
o f  th e  a c t i o n s  and d e s ig n s  o f  m en; i t  w i l l  e n a b le  them  
t o  know a m b it io n  u n d e r  e v e ry  d i s g u i s e  i t  may assu m e; a n d , 
know ing i t ,  to  d e f e a t  i t s  v ie w s . I n  e v e ry  g o vernm en t 
on  e a r t h  i s  some t r a c e  o f  human w e a k n e ss , some germ  o f  
c o r r u p t i o n  and  d e g e n e ra c y ,  w h ic h  c u n n in g  w i l l  d i s c o v e r ,  
and  w ic k e d n e ss  i n s e n s i b l y  o p en , c u l t i v a t e  and  im p ro v e .
E v ery  g o v ern m en t d e g e n e r a te s  w hen t r u s t e d  to  t h e  r u l e r s  
o f  th e  p e o p le  a lo n e .  The p e o p le  th e m s e lv e s  t h e r e f o r e  
a r e  i t s  o n ly  s a f e  d e p o s i t o r i e s .  And to  r e n d e r  ev en  
them  s a f e ,  t h e i r  m inds m ust b e  im proved  to  a  c e r t a i n  
d e g r e e .12
J e f f e r s o n  fo l lo w s  t h i s  c l e a r  s ta t e m e n t  o f  th e  r o l e  and  p u rp o s e s  
o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n  i n  a  d e m o c ra tic  r e p u b l i c  w i th  a  p l e a  f o r  u n i v e r s a l  
s u f f r a g e .
An am endment to  o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  m u s t . . . come in  
a i d  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n .  T he i n f l u e n c e  o v e r  g o v e rn ­
m en t m u st b e  s h a re d  among a l l  t h e  p e o p le .  I f  e v e ry  
i n d i v i d u a l  w h ich  com poses t h e i r  mass p a r t i c i p a t e s  o f  
th e  u l t i m a t e  a u t h o r i t y ,  th e  g o v ern m en t w i l l  b e  s a f e ;  
b e c a u se  t h e  c o r r u p t i n g  th e  w h o le  m ass w i l l  ex ceed  any  
p r i v a t e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  w e a l th ;  an d  p u b l i c  o n es  c a n n o t be  
p ro v id e d  b u t  by  l e v i e s  on th e  p e o p le .  I n  t h i s  c a s e  
e v e ry  man w ould  h a v e  to  pay  h i s  own p r i c e .  The g o v e rn ­
m ent o f  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  h as  b e e n  c o r r u p te d ,  b e c a u se  b u t  
one man i n  t e n  h a s  a  r i g h t  t o  v o te  f o r  members o f  
p a r l i a m e n t .  The s e l l e r s  o f  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t, t h e r e f o r e ,  
g e t  n i n e - t e n t h s  o f  t h e i r  p r i c e  c l e a r .  I t  h a s  b e e n  
th o u g h t t h a t  c o r r u p t i o n  i s  r e s t r a i n e d  b y  c o n f in in g  th e  
r i g h t  o f  s u f f r a g e  t o  a  few o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e r  o f  th e  
p e o p le ;  b u t  i t  w ou ld  b e  m ore e f f e c t u a l l y  r e s t r a i n e d  b y
an  e x t e n s io n  o f  t h a t  r i g h t  to  s u c h  num bers as  w ou ld  b id
1 ^d e f ia n c e  t o  th e  m eans o f  c o r r u p t i o n .
12I b i d . ,  I I ,  2 0 6 -7 .
l ^ i b i d . ,  I I ,  2 0 7 -8 .  B o o r s t in  s e e s  t h e s e  s ta t e m e n ts  a s  i n d i ­
c a t i n g  t h a t  w hen J e f f e r s o n  p r o f e s s e d  f a i t h  i n  t h e  "good s e n s e "  o f  
t h e  m a sse s , h e  s im p ly  m ean t t h a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  b r ib i n g  them  w ou ld  b e  
to o  g r e a t  f o r  any  one o r  s e v e r a l  men to  c a r r y  th ro u g h ;  and  t h a t  i t  
w as i n  t h i s  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e  p e o p le  w e re  th e  o n ly  " s a f e  d e p o s i t o r i e s "  
o f  g o v ern m en t and  th e  b e s t  g u a rd ia n s  o f  t h e i r  own r ig h t s . .  The L o s t  
W o rld  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  p p . 1 9 1 -9 2 . As P r e s i d e n t ,  J e f f e r s o n  
p o in t e d  th e  way to  t h e  e x te n s io n  o f  s u f f r a g e  t o  a l l  f r e e  m a le  a d u l t s ,  
a s  w e l l  as  t h e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  a  m ore d e m o c ra tic  c l im a te  o f  o p in io n ,  
w h ic h  i n  t u r n  in f lu e n c e d  th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  p e o p le  to w ard  e d u c a t io n .  
C o n a n t, o £ . c i t . , p .  1 0 .
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J e f f e r s o n  a s  a n  o p p o n e n t o f  c e n t r a l i z e d  g o v ern m en t d i s p la y e d  
c o n s id e r a b l e  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  i n  h i s  a t t i t u d e  to w ard  th e  r e l a t i o n  o f
th e  s t a t e  to  e d u c a t io n .  I n  1817 h e  s e n t  h i s  f r i e n d  J o se p h  C a b e l l  a
d r a f t  e n t i t l e d  "An A c t f o r  E s t a b l i s h i n g  P u b l i c  S c h o o ls ,"  w h ich  
p r o v id e d :
A t t h i s  s c h o o l  s h a l l  b e  r e c e iv e d  and  i n s t r u c t e d  
g r a t i s ,  e v e ry  i n f a n t  o f  c o m p e te n t ag e  who has  n o t  a l r e a d y  
h ad  t h r e e  y e a r s '  s c h o o l in g .  And i t  i s  d e c la r e d  and
e n a c te d ,  t h a t  no  p e rs o n  u n b o rn  o r  u n d e r  th e  ag e  o f  tw e lv e
y e a r s  a t  th e  p a s s in g  o f  t h i s  a c t ,  and  who i s  compos m e n t i s , 
s h a l l ,  a f t e r  t h e  ag e  o f  f i f t e e n  y e a r s ,  b e  a  c i t i z e n  o f  
t h i s  com m onw ealth u n t i l  h e  o r  sh e  c a n  r e a d  r e a d i l y  i n  some 
to n g u e ,  n a t iv e  o r  a c q u i r e d . ^
I n  a  f o o tn o t e ,  J e f f e r s o n  gave h i s  v iew s o f  t h e  " r i g h t s  and 
d u t i e s  o f  s o c i e t y  to w a rd  i t s  m em bers, i n f a n t  and a d u l t , "  as  f o l lo w s :
I t  i s  b e t t e r  to  t o l e r a t e  th e  r a r e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  a 
p a r e n t  r e f u s in g  t o  l e t  h i s  c h i ld  b e  e d u c a te d ,  th a n  to  
sh o c k  th e  common f e e l i n g s  and  id e a s  b y  th e  p u b l i c  
a s p o r t a t i o n  and  e d u c a t io n  o f  th e  i n f a n t  a g a i n s t  th e  
w i l l  o f  th e  f a t h e r .  W hat i s  p ro p o se d  h e r e  i s  t o  rem ove 
th e  o b je c t io n  o f  e x p e n s e , b y  o f f e r i n g  e d u c a t io n  g r a t i s ,  
a n d  to  s t r e n g t h e n  p a r e n t a l  e x c i te m e n t b y  d i s f r a n c h i s e m e n t  
o f  h i s  c h i ld  w h i l e  u n e d u c a te d  . . . . I f  we do n o t  f o r c e  
i n s t r u c t i o n ,  l e t  u s  a t  l e a s t  s t r e n g t h e n  th e  m o tiv e s  to  
r e c e i v e  i t  w hen o f f e r e d .  -*-5
I n  th e  N o te s  on  V i r g i n i a  he  h ad  s a i d  n o th in g  a b o u t co m p u lso ry  
s c h o o l  a t te n d a n c e ,  th o u g h  t h i s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  im p l ie d .  H ow ever, a lm o s t 
f o r t y  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  a f t e r  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  le a d in g  t h e  R e p u b lic a n  
p a r t y  i n  th e  o v e r th ro w  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s ,  J e f f e r s o n  a p p e a re d  c l e a r l y  
u n w i l l i n g  to  u s e  t h e  pow er o f  th e  s t a t e  t o  e n f o r c e  c o m p u lso ry  s c h o o l 
a t t e n d a n c e .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  h e  saw e x i s t i n g  b e tw ee n  e d u c a t io n  and
^ S e e  H o n e y w e ll, £ £ .  c i t . , p p . 2 3 3 -4 3 . 
•*-^Ibid.
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p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  i s  d e m o n s tra te d  i n  h i s  fam ous l e t t e r  to  Jo h n  
Adams in  1813. R e f e r r in g  to  h i s  s u c c e s s  i n  s e c u r in g  th e  a b o l i s h in g
o f  e n t a i l s  and  p r im o g e n i tu r e ,  h e  s a i d :
T h e se  law s . . . l a i d  t h e  a x e  to  th e  r o o t s  o f
P s e u d o - a r i s to c r a c y .  And h ad  a n o th e r  w h ic h  I  p r e p a r e d
b een  a d o p te d  b y  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  o u r  w ork  w ou ld  h a v e  
b een  c o m p le te .  I t  w as a  B i l l  f o r  th e  m ore g e n e r a l  d i f ­
f u s io n  o f  l e a r n in g  . . . .  W o rth  and g e n iu s  w ou ld  th u s  
h av e  b e e n  so u g h t o u t  from  e v e r y  c o n d i t io n  o f  l i f e ,  and  
c o m p le te ly  p r e p a r e d  b y  e d u c a t io n  f o r  d e f e a t i n g  th e  com pe­
t i t i o n  o f  w e a l th  and  b i r t h  f o r  p u b l i c  t r u s t s  . . . .
A lth o u g h  t h i s  law  h a s  ii&t y e t  b e e n  a c te d  on  . . .  I  h av e  
g r e a t  h o p e  t h a t  some p a t r i o t i c  s p i r i t  w i l l ,  a t  a  f a v o r a b le  
mom ent, c a l l  i t  u p ,  and  make i t  th e  k e y s to n e  o f  t h e  a r c h  
o f  o u r  g o v e rn m e n t.
C o n an t i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  o ne  o f  th e  g r e a t  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  o f
J e f f e r s o n 's  l i f e  and  c a r e e r  was t h a t ,  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  P r e s i d e n t ,
h e  d id  n o th in g  to  make h i s  e d u c a t io n a l  schem e a  r e a l i t y - - t h a t  " i n  th e
d ay s  when h e  e x e r c i s e d  g r e a t  p o l i t i c a l  pow er" h e  f a i l e d  to  u s e  h i s
in f l u e n c e  to  p ro m o te  " h i s  s c h o la r s h ip  p r o p o s a ls  o r  h i s  schem e o f  r e s i -
17d e n t i a l  gram m ar s c h o o ls  i n  e i t h e r  V i r g in i a  o r  any  o t h e r  s t a t e , "  i n  
s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  w as s t i l l  l o y a l  t o  h i s  p la n  i n  1813, as  
t h e  above  l e t t e r  sh o w s. J e f f e r s o n 's  l e t t e r  to  Adams c l e a r l y  r e v e a l s  
th e  im p o r ta n t  s o c i o l o g i c a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  im p l i c a t io n s  o f  h i s  p l a n ;  
t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  h e  made a  se c o n d  a t te m p t  i n  1817 
to  re fo rm  V i r g in i a  e d u c a t io n .  No d o u b t h e  f a i l e d  to  u s e  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  
a s  P r e s i d e n t  t o  ad v an c e  h i s  p la n  b e c a u se  h e  f e l t  t h a t  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n  
sh o u ld  b e  a  l o c a l  c o n c e rn  and  t h a t  p r e s s u r e  o r  ev en  i n s p i r a t i o n  from
■ ^ L e s te r  J .  Cappon ( e d . ) ,  A d a m s -J e f fe r s o n  L e t t e r s  (C h ap e l 
H i l l ,  N. C .:  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l in a  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 9 ) , I I ,  3 8 7 -9 2 .
■^Conant, 0 £ .  c i t . , p .  12 .
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t h e  W h ite  H ouse w ou ld  f l y  i n  th e  f a c e  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h y .
I n  any  e v e n t ,  h i s  r e - e n t r y  in t o  th e  c o n c e rn s  o f  e d u c a t io n
•4
i n  V i r g in i a  was s ig n a l e d  by  h i s  e l e c t i o n  to  th e  b o a rd  o f  t r u s t e e s  o f  
A lb e m a rle  Academy, a p r i v a t e  s c h o o l ,  i n  1814. I t  was i n  t h i s  same 
y e a r  t h a t  he w ro te  a  lo n g  l e t t e r  to  P e te r  C a r r ,  h is  nephew , s e t t i n g  
f o r t h  h i s  v iew s on e d u c a t io n  in  g e n e r a l ,  a f t e r  lo n g  y e a r s  o f  i n q u i r y  
and  r e f l e c t i o n .  P e rh a p s  th e  m ost re m a rk a b le  th in g  i s  t h a t  h i s  id e a s  
r e g a r d in g  e d u c a t io n  h ad  changed  so  l i t t l e  s in c e  he  f i r s t  drew up th e  
V i r g in i a  b i l l  i n  1779. I n  th e  l e t t e r  to  C a r r ,  he  r e p e a t s  h i s  e a r l i e r  
p r o p o s a ls  f o r  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls ,  b u t  he  d ro p s  th e  te rm  "gram m ar 
s c h o o ls "  i n  f a v o r  o f  th e  te rm  " g e n e r a l  s c h o o l s , "  w h ich  h e  d i s c u s s e s  
a s  f o l lo w s :
A t th e  d i s c h a r g in g  o f  th e  p u p i l s  fro m , th e  e le m e n ta ry  
s c h o o ls ,  t h e  two c l a s s e s  s e p a r a t e - - t h o s e  d e s t in e d  f o r  
l a b o r  w i l l  engage  i n  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  o r  
e n t e r  i n t o  a p p r e n t ic e s h ip s  to  su c h  h a n d i c r a f t  a r t  a s  may 
b e  t h e i r  c h o ic e ;  t h e i r  com p an io n s, d e s t in e d  to  t h e  p u r s u i t s  
o f  s c ie n c e ,  w i l l  p ro c e e d  to  th e  c o l l e g e ,  w h ich  w i l l  c o n s i s t ,
1 s t  o f  g e n e r a l  s c h o o ls ;  and 2 d , o f  p r o f e s s io n a l  s c h o o ls .
The g e n e r a l  s c h o o ls  w i l l  c o n s t i t u t e  th e  seco n d  g ra d e  o f  
e d u c a t io n .
The le a r n e d  c l a s s  may s t i l l  b e  s u b d iv id e d  i n t o  two 
s e c t i o n s :  1 . T hose  who a r e  d e s t i n e d  f o r  le a r n e d  p r o ­
f e s s io n s  a s  means o f  l i v e l i h o o d ;  and 2 . The w e a l th y ,  
w ho, p o s s e s s in g  in d e p e n d e n t f o r tu n e s ,  may a s p i r e  t o  s h a re  
i n  c o n d u c t in g  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  n a t i o n ,  o r  to  l i v e  w i th  
u s e f u ln e s s  and  r e s p e c t  i n  th e  p r i v a t e  ra n k s  o f  l i f e .  B oth  
o f  th e s e  s e c t i o n s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  i n s t r u c t i o n  in  a l l  th e  h ig h e r  
b ra n c h e s  o f  s c ie n c e ;  th e  w e a l th y  to  q u a l i f y  them  f o r  e i t h e r  
p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  l i f e ;  th e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e c t i o n  w i l l  n eed  
th o s e  b r a n c h e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  w h ich  a r e  th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  
f u t u r e  p r o f e s s io n ,  and  a  g e n e r a l  know ledge o f  th e  o t h e r s ,  
a s  a u x i l i a r y  to  t h a t ,  and n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e i r  s ta n d in g  and 
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  c l a s s .  A l l  th e  b r a n c h e s ,  th e n ,  
o f  u s e f u l  s c ie n c e ,  o u g h t to  b e  ta u g h t  i n  th e  g e n e r a l  s c h o o ls ,  
t o  a  c o m p e ten t d e g re e ,  in  th e  f i r s t  in s t a n c e .  T h e se  s c ie n c e s  
may b e  a r r a n g e d  i n t o  t h r e e  d e p a r tm e n ts ,  n o t  r i g o r o u s ly
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s c i e n t i f i c ,  in d e e d ,  b u t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  so  f o r  o u r  p u rp o s e s .
T h ese  a r e  I .  L an g u a g e ; I I .  M a th e m a tic s ;  I I I .  P h i lo s o p h y . ^
T h u s , th e  fo rm e r  "gram m ar s c h o o ls "  h ad  b e e n  tr a n s fo rm e d  in t o  
g e n e r a l  s c h o o ls  o r  " c o l l e g e s , "  and i n  t h e  d r a f t  w h ich  h e  s e n t  C a b e l l  
i n  1817, J e f f e r s o n  e n t i t l e d  on e  p r o v i s io n  "A B i l l  f o r  th e  E s t a b l i s h ­
m en t o f  D i s t r i c t  C o l le g e s  and  U n i v e r s i t y , "  to  b e  com bined w i th  th e
"A c t f o r  E s t a b l i s h i n g  E le m e n ta ry  S c h o o ls "  i n t o  a  p r o p o s a l  u n d e r  th e
19t i t l e ,  "A B i l l  f o r  E s t a b l i s h i n g  a S y stem  o f  P u b l ic  E d u c a t io n ."  The 
s t a t e  w as to  b e  d iv id e d  i n t o  n in e  c o l l e g i a t e  d i s t r i c t s ,  e a c h  w i th  a 
b o a rd  o f  v i s i t o r s ,  and  i n s t r u c t i o n  w as t o  b e  g iv e n  i n  m odem  la n g u a g e s  
a s  w e l l  a s  i n  G reek  and  L a t i n ,  a lo n g  w i th  E n g l is h  gram m ar, g e o g ra p h y , 
" t h e  h ig h e r  b ra n c h e s  o f  n u m e r ic a l  a r i t h e m e t i c ,  t h e  m e n s u ra t io n  o f
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la n d ,  th e  u s e  o f  g lo b e s ,  and  th e  o r d in a r y  e le m e n ts  o f  n a v i g a t i o n . "
T he p r o v i s io n s  f o r  s e l e c t i n g  p o o r  boys f o r  s c h o la r s h ip s  w ere  
l e s s  r ig o r o u s  th a n  th o s e  i n  t h e  1779 b i l l .  T h is  new d r a f t  p ro v id e d  
t h a t  t h e  v i s i t o r s  o f  th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls
. . . a f t e r  t h e  m o st d i l i g e n t  and  i m p a r t i a l  o b s e r ­
v a t i o n  and  e n q u i ry  o f  t h e  boys who h av e  b e e n  t h r e e  y e a r s  
. . . and  w hose p a r e n t s  a r e  to o  p o o r  t o  g iv e  them  a 
c o l l e g i a t e  e d u c a t io n ,  s h a l l  s e l e c t  from  among them  some 
one o f  t h e  m o st p ro m is in g  and sou n d  u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  who 
s h a l l  b e  s e n t  t o  the . f i r s t  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  V i s i t o r s  o f  
t h e i r  c o l l e g i a t e  d i s t r i c t ,  w i th  s u c h  p r o o f s  a s  th e  c a s e  
r e q u i r e s  and  a d m its ,  f o r  th e  e x a m in a t io n  and  in f o r m a t io n  
o f  t h a t  B o a rd ; w ho, fro m  among th e  c a n d id a te s  so  o f f e r e d  
from  t h e  s e v e r a l  c o u n t i e s  o f  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  s e l e c t
■*-®Saul K. P a d o v e r  ( e d . ) ,  The C om ple te  J e f f e r s o n  (New Y ork:
D u e l l ,  S lo a n  and P e a r c e ,  1 9 4 3 ) , p p . 1 0 6 4 -6 9 .
19 Conant, o £ .  c i t . ,  p .  14. ' . •
20I b i d .
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two . . . who s h a l l  b e  a d m it te d  t o  t h e i r  C o l le g e ,  and  
t h e r e  m a in ta in e d  an d  e d u c a te d  f i v e  y e a r s  a t  th e  p u b l i c  
e x p e n s e .* ^
T h is  p ro p o se d  b i l l  f u r t h e r  p ro v id e d  t h a t  one o f  th o s e  th u s  
s e l e c t e d  sh o u ld  b e  c h o se n  to  p ro c e e d  to  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  f o r  t h r e e  
a d d i t i o n a l  y e a r s  a t  p u b l i c  e x p e n s e . The o b j e c t  o f  t h i s  b i l l ,  J e f f e r ­
so n  s a i d ,  was " t o  b r in g  i n t o  a c t i o n  t h a t  m ass o f  t a l e n t s  w h ich  l i e s  
b u r i e d  i n  p o v e r ty  i n  e v e ry  c o u n t r y ,  f o r  w an t o f  m eans o f  d e v e lo p m e n t, 
and  th u s  g iv e  a c t i v i t y  to  a  m ass o f  m ind , w h ic h , i n  p r o p o r t i o n  to
o u r  p o p u la t io n ,  s h a l l  b e  th e  d o u b le  o r  t r e b l e  o f  w h a t i t  i s  i n  m o s t 
22c o u n t r i e s
J e f f e r s o n 's  e d u c a t io n a l  p la n s  acknow ledged  th e  f a c t  t h a t ,  as
h e  s a i d ,  " th e  m ass o f  o u r  c i t i z e n s  may b e  d iv id e d  i n t o  two c l a s s e s ,
23th e  la b o r i n g ,  6c th e  l e a r n e d ."  T he le a r n e d  c o u ld  a l s o  b e  d iv id e d  
i n t o  two c l a s s e s ,  a s  we h av e  s e e n - - th o s e  who r e q u i r e d  a  p r o f e s s i o n  
a s  a  m eans o f  l i v e l i h o o d ,  and  th e  w e a l th y  o f  in d e p e n d e n t  f o r tu n e  "who 
may a s p i r e  to  s h a r e  in  c o n d u c t in g  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n . "  He 
i n s i s t e d  upon p r a c t i c a l  k n ow ledge  a s  b e in g  o f  p r im a ry  im p o r ta n c e ,  
and  h e  p ro b a b ly  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  a f f a i r s  
s h o u ld  n o t  b e  th e  m eans o f  a  l i v e l i h o o d .  The c o r o l l a r y  o f  t h i s  
b e l i e f  i s  o b v io u s ,  as  S c h a c h n e r  p o in t s  o u t - - t h a t  p u b l i c  o f f i c e s  
s h o u ld  b e  f i l l e d  p r i m a r i l y  b y  th o s e  o f  in d e p e n d e n t m eans, a s  i n  th e
21 I b i d . , p .  15 . The num ber o f  s tu d e n t s  to  r e c e iv e  s c h o l a r ­
s h ip s  u n d e r  t h i s  p la n  w as f a r  fe w e r  th a n  u n d e r  th e  1779 p l a n .  S ee  
H o n e y w e ll, oja. c i t . , p .  3 0 .
1 99 Lipscom b and  B e rg h , XV, 153 .
^ S c h a c h n e r ,  o j d . c i t . ,  I I ,  934 .
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c o l o n ia l  p e r io d  d u r in g  w h ic h  h e  grew u p . I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  h e  a l s o  
b e l ie v e d  i n  th e  r i g h t  o f  th e  p e o p le  t o  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ,  "p ro v id e d  
th e y  w ere  a b l e  by e d u c a t io n  to  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  re a s o n  and  a s c e r t a i n  
th e  t r u t h .  H is  i d e a l  r e p u b l i c , "  S ch ach n e r c o n te n d s , "was in  a 
s e n s e  b o th  a r i s t o c r a t i c  and  d e m o c ra tic ,  w i th  th o s e  o f  in d e p e n d e n t 
f o r tu n e  . . . p o s s e s s e d  o f  p u b l i c  s p i r i t  and  a d m in is te r in g  g o v e rn ­
m en t; and th e  mass o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e ,  l i t e r a t e  and r a t i o n a l ,  h o ld in g
24them  in  r ig o r o u s  check  b y  th e  pow er o f  th e  b a l l o t . "  P e rh ap s  s o ;
b u t  th e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  w ish e d  to  p ro v id e  m eans w hereby  th e  " n a t u r a l
a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  t a l e n t s  and  v i r t u e "  m ig h t a c h ie v e  an  e d u c a t io n  " a t
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p u b l i c  e x p e n s e , f o r  th e  c a r e  o f  th e  p u b l i c  c o n c e rn s"  i s  c o n v in c in g  
e v id e n c e  o f  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  open th e  d o o rs  to  le a d e r s h ip  to  th o s e  o f  
a b i l i t y ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  fa m ily  o r  econom ic c l a s s .  The f a c t  t h a t  
h i s  p la n  a d m it te d  o n ly  a  few to  th e s e  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  b e a r s  w i tn e s s  
t o  h i s  b e in g  a  p r a c t i c a l  i d e a l i s t  re a d y  to  p r a c t i c e  " t h e  a r t  o f  
t h e  p o s s i b l e ; "  f o r  h e  fo u n d  i t  n e c e s s a ry  t o  o f f e r  com prom ises w hen 
h i s  p la n  o f  1817 m et no g r e a t e r  s u c c e s s  th a n  th e  one h e  had o f f e r e d  
i n  1779. B u t h i s  p r o p o s a ls  f o r  p u b l ic  e d u c a t io n  from  e le m e n ta ry  
s c h o o l th ro u g h  c o l l e g e  w e re  to o  ex trem e f o r  h i s  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  and  
th e  t o t a l  p l a n  was n e v e r  im p lem en ted .
As C onan t p o in t s  o u t ,  J e f f e r s o n 's  c la im  to  fame as an  e d u ­
c a t i o n a l  in n o v a to r  d e r iv e s  l a r g e l y  and p r o p e r ly  from  h i s  b i l l  o f  1779 
and  h i s  N o te s  on V i r g i n i a , i n  w h ich  h e  e x p re s s e d  " r a d i c a l  id e a s
24I b i d . , I I ,  935 .
^^Conant, o £ .  c i t . , p .  17.
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2 6a b o u t e d u c a t io n  a s  a n  in s t r u m e n t  o f  r e p u b l i c a n  p o l i c y . "  C o n an t
s u g g e s ts  t h a t  h i s  v ie w s w ere  p r o b a b ly  d e r iv e d  i n  p a r t  fro m  Jo h n
K nox’s Book o f  D i s c i p l i n e  o f  1 5 6 1 , a  co p y  o f  w h ic h  w as i n  h i s  l i b r a r y
and w h ic h  may h a v e  come to  h im  th ro u g h  D r. W il l ia m  S m all w h i le  h e
w as a  s t u d e n t  a t  W il l ia m  and  M ary . I n  an y  e v e n t ,  Knox o u t l i n e d  a
s y s te m  o f  e d u c a t io n  " s t r i k i n g l y  s i m i l a r "  t o  t h a t  p ro p o s e d  b y  J e f f e r s o n
i n  1 779 . In d e e d ,  K n o x 's  schem e w e n t c o n s id e r a b ly  b ey o n d  J e f f e r s o n 's ,
e m p h a s iz in g  t h a t  no  s t u d e n t  o f  a b i l i t y  w as to  b e  b a r r e d  b e c a u s e  o f
p o v e r ty  fro m  a c h ie v in g  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n .  Knox p ro p o s e d  t o  c o v e r  t h e
e x p e n s e s  o f  s u c h  s tu d e n t s  fro m  fu n d s  o b ta in e d  b y  t h e  c o n f i s c a t i o n  o f
C a th o l i c  p r o p e r t i e s .  I n  h i s  th e o c r a c y ,  a s  i n  J e f f e r s o n 's  r e p u b l i c ,
a d v a n c e d  e d u c a t io n  w as to  s e r v e  t h e  s t a t e .  J e f f e r s o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,
h a te d  ty r a n n y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  r e l i g i o u s  ty r a n n y .  Y e t h i s  m ind w as a lw ay s
o p e n . T h u s , t h e  p la n  h e  p ro p o s e d ,  C o n an t s u g g e s t s ,  w as a d a p te d
from  t h a t  d e s ig n e d  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  ty r a n n y  o f  a  r e l i g i o u s  s t a t e ,
b u t  " th r o u g h  J e f f e r s o n 's  . . . a lc h e m y ,"  becam e " a  g ra n d  in n o v a t io n
to  s e c u r e  r e l i g i o u s  freed o m  an d  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t y "  i n  a  r e p u b l i c .  " I t
i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  an  i n n o v a to r  t h a t  h e  w ie ld s  an  a lm o s t  m ag ic  
27p e n ."  The s u g g e s t io n  seem s a  r e a s o n a b le  o n e .
W h a te v e r  t h e i r  s o u r c e ,  J e f f e r s o n 's  b o ld  e d u c a t io n a l  id e a s  
d id  n o t  b e a r  f r u i t  i n  h i s  l i f e t i m e ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
th e  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y .  I n  1 7 7 9 , h e  h ad  p ro p o s e d  t h a t  W i l l ia m  and  M ary 
b e  re m o d e le d  i n t o  a  t r u e  u n i v e r s i t y .  As l a t e  a s  1800 , h e  fo u n d  i t
^ I b i d . , p .  19.
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l a c k in g  i n  th o s e  q u a l i t i e s  w h ic h  h e . f e l t  s h o u ld  c h a r a c t e r i z e  an  
i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  h ig h e r  l e a r n i n g .  I n  t h a t  y e a r  h e  w ro te  J o s e p h  
P r i e s t l e y  o f  h i s  a lm a m a te r :
We h a v e  . . .  a  C o lle g e  j u s t  w e l l  enough endowed to  
draw  o u t  th e  m i s e r a b le  e x i s t e n c e  t o  w h ich  a  m is e r a b le  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  doomed i t .  I t  i s  m o reo v e r e c c e n t r i c  
i n  i t s  p o s i t i o n ,  ex p o se d  to  a l l  b i l i o u s  d i s e a s e s  a s  a l l  
th e  lo w e r  c o u n t ry  i s  . . . .  We w is h  to  e s t a b l i s h  i n  
th e  u p p e r  c o u n t r y ,  and  m ore c e n t r a l l y  f o r  th e  S t a t e ,  a  
U n iv e r s i t y  so  b ro a d  and  l i b e r a l  and  m o d ern , a s  to  b e  
w o r th  p a t r o n i z i n g  w i th  th e  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t ,  and  b e  a  
t e m p ta t io n  to  t h e  y o u th  o f  o th e r  S t a t e s  to  come and  
d r in k  o f  t h e  cup o f  k n o w led g e  and  f r a t e r n i z e  w i th  u s .
J e f f e r s o n 's  o r i g i n a l  o p p o s i t i o n  to  W illia m  and M ary seem s to  
h a v e  stem m ed from  h i s  s t r o n g  o b j e c t i o n  to  t h e  c l e r i c a l  ty r a n n y  h e  
o b s e rv e d  t h e r e  as  a  s t u d e n t .  T he R e v o lu t io n  p ro v id e d  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  
t o  revam p t h e  c o l l e g e ,  and  h e  p ro p o se d  i n  h i s  b i l l  t h a t  th e  l e g i s l a ­
t u r e  s h o u ld  r,a i d  and  im prove th e  s e m in a ry , i n  w h ich  th o s e  who a r e  to
b e  th e  f u t u r e  g u a rd ia n s  o f  th e  r i g h t s  and  l i b e r t i e s  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t ry
29
may b e  endowed w i th  s c i e n c e  and  v i r t u e . "  H is  b i l l  p ro v id e d  t h a t
t h e  new B oard  o f  V i s i t o r s  " s h a l l  n o t  b e  r e s t r a i n e d "  b y  " t h e  can o n s  o r
30t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  E n g l is h  C hurch" - - i n  o th e r  w o rd s , t h a t  t h i s  
fo rm e r  s e a t  o f  A n g lic a n is m  i n  V i r g in i a  b e  s e c u l a r i z e d .  T h is  th e  
c o n s e r v a t iv e s  o p p o se d .
J e f f e r s o n 's  o t h e r  p r o p o s a ls  f o r  W illia m  and  M ary w e re  h a r d ly  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y .  He recom m ended t h a t  t h e  num ber o f  p r o f e s s o r s  b e
^ L ip s c o m b  and  B e rg h , X, 140. 
^ ^ C o n a n t, £ £ .  c i t . , p .  2 2 . 
3 Q lb id . , p .  2 3 .
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i n c r e a s e d  from  s i x  to  e i g h t ,  one e a c h  f o r  th e  f o l lo w in g  s u b j e c t s :  
o ne  o f  m o ra l p h i lo s o p h y ,  t h e  law s o f  n a t u r e  and  n a t i o n s ,  and  t h e  
f i n e  a r t s ;  one o f  law  and p o l i c e ;  one o f  m a th e m a tic s ;  one o f  h i s t o r y ,  
c i v i l  and  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l ;  one o f  n a t u r a l  p h i lo s o p h y  and  n a t u r a l  
h i s t o r y ;  one o f  ana tom y and  m e d ic in e ;  o ne  o f  a n c i e n t  la n g u a g e s ;  and 
one o f  m odern  la n g u a g e s .  T he p r o f e s s o r s h i p  o f  th e o lo g y  was to  b e  
a b o l i s h e d .  He a l s o  p ro p o se d  t h a t  a  m is s io n a r y  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  I n d ia n  
t r i b e s  t o  s tu d y  t h e i r  " la w s ,  c u s to m s , r e l i g i o n s ,  t r a d i t i o n s  and
31m ore p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e i r  la n g u a g e s ,  c o n s t r u c t i n g  gram m ars th e r e o f "  
a  l i f e l o n g  c o n c e rn  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  and  one i n d i c a t i v e  o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  
i n  a n th ro p o lo g y  an d  l i n g u i s t i c s .
I n  t h e  l e t t e r  to  P r i e s t l e y ,  h e  s u g g e s te d  th e  f o l lo w in g  
c o u r s e s  f o r  h i s  p ro p o se d  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y :  b o ta n y ,  c h e m is t r y ,
z o o lo g y , ana to m y , s u r g e r y ,  m e d ic in e ,  n a t u r a l  p h i lo s o p h y ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  
m a th e m a tic s ,  a s tro n o m y , g e o g ra p h y , p o l i t i c s ,  com m erce, h i s t o r y ,  e t h i c s ,  
law , a r t s  and  f i n e  a r t s .  A seco n d  l e t t e r  f o l lo w e d ,  a p o lo g iz in g  f o r  
h i s  o v e r s ig h t  i n  o m i t t i n g  la n g u a g e s .
W h ile  s e r v in g  as  P r e s i d e n t ,  J e f f e r s o n  p ro p o s e d ,  i n  h i s  s i x t h  
a n n u a l m essag e  o f  1806, an  am endment t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  p r o v id e  
f e d e r a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  a  n a t i o n a l  u n i v e r s i t y .  " E d u c a t io n ,"  h e  p o in t e d  
o u t ,  i s
. . . among th e  a r t i c l e s  o f  p u b l i c  c a r e ,  n o t  t h a t  
i t  w o u ld  b e  p ro p o s e d  to  ta k e  i t s  o r d in a r y  b ra n c h e s  o u t  
o f  t h e  h an d s  o f  p r i v a t e  i n t e r p r i s e ,  w h ich  m anages so  
much b e t t e r  a l l  th e  c o n c e rn s  t o  w h ic h  i t  i s  e q u a l ;  b u t  
a  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  c a n  a lo n e  s u p p ly  th o s e  s c ie n c e s
31I b i d .
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w h ic h , th o u g h  r a r e l y  c a l l e d  f o r ,  a r e  y e t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
c o m p le te  t h e  c i r c l e ,  a l l  th e  p a r t s  o f  w h ic h  c o n t r i b u t e
to  th e  im provem ent o f  th e  c o u n t r y ,  and  some o f  them  t o
i t s  p r e s e r v a t i o n . ^
N o th in g  came o f  t h i s  reco m m en d atio n ; th e  b i l l  f o r  a  n a t i o n a l  
u n i v e r s i t y  d ie d  i n  c o m m itte e , and J e f f e r s o n  seem s n o t  t o  h a v e  p u sh ed  
h i s  p r o p o s a l  v e ry  h a r d .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  o b s e rv e  t h a t ,  f o r  
p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s  o r  o th e r w is e ,  h e  e x p re s s e d  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  to  le a v e
to  p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h e  o r d in a r y  b ra n c h e s  o f  e d u c a t io n .  H is  p o s i ­
t i o n ,  h o w ev e r, does n o t  a p p e a r  i n c o n s i s t e n t  s i n c e  i n  h i s  1779 p la n  
th e  "gram m ar s c h o o ls "  w e re  to  be  s u p p o r te d  l a r g e l y  by  t u i t i o n .  J e f f e r ­
so n  w as n o t  o n ly  a  s u p p o r t e r  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n  b u t  o f  p r i v a t e  e d u ­
c a t i o n  as  w e l l .
Some a t t r i b u t e  h i s  p la n s  f o r  a  n a t i o n a l  u n i v e r s i t y  to  th e  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  Du P o n t d e  N em ours, whom h e  had  known i n  P a r i s  and who 
came to  New Y ork  in  1800 . B e fo re  a r r i v i n g  i n  New York Du P o n t de 
Nemours h ad  draw n up a  c o m p le te  p la n  f o r  a  s y s te m  o f  n a t i o n a l  e d u c a ­
t i o n  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  The c i t y  o f  W ash in g to n  was t o  b e  th e  s i t e  
o f  f o u r  g ra n d e s  e c o l e s - - o f  m e d ic in e ,  m in in g , l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and  m a th e -  
m a t i c s - - t h e  c a p s to n e  to  a  sy s te m  w h ic h  in c lu d e d  common s c h o o ls  and
i n t e r m e d i a t e  c o l l e g e s .  I t  i s  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  h i s  p l a n  h e lp e d
33
i n s p i r e  J e f f e r s o n 's  p r o p o s a l  f o r  a  n a t i o n a l  u n i v e r s i t y .
When J e f f e r s o n  r e t i r e d  t o  M o n t ic e l lo  a f t e r  h i s  se c o n d  p r e s i ­
d e n t i a l  te rm , h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  V i r g i n i a  e d u c a t io n  was re -a w a k e n e d . By
32pa d o v e r ,  The C om plete  J e f f e r s o n , p . 4 2 5 .
33conant, o]D. cit., p. 24.
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1814 h i s  id e a s  r e g a r d in g  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  h ad  p r o g r e s s e d  f a r  b eyond  
th o s e  h e  e x p r e s s e d  i n  h i s  p la n s  t o  revamp W ill ia m  and  M ary. I n  h i s  
o ld  ag e  h e  a p p e a rs  to  h a v e  becom e i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in  h i g h e r  
e d u c a t io n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  h i s  seco n d  p la n  f o r  t h e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  
o f  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  f a i l e d .  M ore and  m ore h e  g av e  h i s  th o u g h ts  
and  e f f o r t s  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  b u i l d i n g  th e  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  w h ic h  
h e  e n v i s io n e d .  He p ro p o s e d  a  g r e a t l y  ex p an d ed  l i s t  o f  s u b je c t s  t o
b e  ta u g h t  a t  t h i s  h i g h e s t  l e v e l ,  and  h i s  e f f o r t s  r e s u l t e d  in  th e
\
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  e i g h t  s e p a r a t e  s c h o o ls  a t  t h e  new u n i v e r s i t y ,  e a c h  
w i th  a  w id e  ra n g e  o f  s u b j e c t s  an d  e a c h  s c h o o l  u n d e r  a  s e p a r a t e  p r o ­
f e s s o r .  T h u s , a  s t u d e n t  c o u ld  s tu d y  i n  one s c h o o l  o n ly ,  i f  h e  d e s i r e d ,
34
m aking J e f f e r s o n  t h e  o r i g i n a t o r  o f  th e  e l e c t i v e  s y s te m . T h is  
sy s te m  h e  d e s c r ib e d  to  P r o f e s s o r  T ic k n o r  o f  H a rv a rd  i r i  1823.
I  am n o t  f u l l y  aw are  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  a t  H a rv a rd , 
b u t  t h e r e  i s  o n e  from  w h ich  we s h a l l  c e r t a i n l y  v a r y ,  
a l th o u g h  i t  h a s  b e e n  c o p ie d ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  b y  n e a r l y  e v e ry  
c o l l e g e  and  academ y i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  T h a t  i s ,  th e  
h o ld in g  th e  s tu d e n t s  a l l  t o  one p r e s c r ib e d  c o u r s e  o f  
r e a d i n g s ,  and  d i s a l lo w in g  e x c lu s iv e  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  th o s e  
b ra n c h e s  o n ly  w h ic h  a r e  to  q u a l i f y  them  f o r  t h e  p a r t i c u ­
l a r  v o c a t io n s  to  w h ic h  th e y  a r e  d e s t i n e d .  We s h a l l ,  on jx 
t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  a l lo w  them  u n c o n t r o l l e d  c h o ic e  i n  t h e  
l e c t u r e s  th e y  s h a l l  c h o o se  t o  a t t e n d  . . . .35
T he e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  became J e f f e r ­
s o n 's  c h i e f  i n t e r e s t  o u t s i d e  h i s  f a m i ly  a f t e r  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  fro m  th e  
p r e s id e n c y .  I t  i s  " t h e  l a s t  o b j e c t , "  h e  s a i d ,  " f o r  w h ic h  I  s h a l l
34I b x d . ,  p .  2 5 .
^^L ipscom b an d  B e rg h , XV, 4 5 5 .
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36o b tru d e  m y s e lf  on th e  p u b l i c  o b s e r v a t i o n ."  And o b tr u d e  h im s e l f  h e  
d id ,  n e v e r  t i r i n g  i n  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  b r in g  to  f u l f i l l m e n t  t h e  d ream  
o f  h i s  o ld  a g e ,  n e v e r  l e t t i n g  th e  l e g i s l a t o r s  r e s t  u n t i l  th e y  h ad  
c a r r i e d  th ro u g h  th e  p la n s  h e  h ad  m ade f o r  t h e  p e o p le  o f  h i s  s t a t e  
and  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  com m onw ealth . I t  was a  lo n g  and  a rd u o u s  
b a t t l e ,  b e d e v i le d  by  many a  d e la y  and  u n to ld  f r u s t r a t i o n s ;  b u t  on 
th e  w h o le , c o n s id e r in g  th e  f a t e  o f  h i s  b i l l s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  e le m e n ta ry  
and  "common s c h o o l s , "  i t  w e n t b e t t e r  th a n  m ig h t h a v e  b e e n  e x p e c te d .
The b e g in n in g s  o f  th e  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  m ig h t p r o p e r ly  b e  s a i d  
to  b e  found  i n  th e  i n c o r p o r a t io n  o f  C e n t r a l  C o lle g e  i n  C h a r l o t t e s ­
v i l l e  i n  1816 b y  an  a c t  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  l a r g e l y  a  r e s u l t  o f  
J e f f e r s o n 's  e n d e a v o rs  and  th o s e  o f  h i s  nephew  P e t e r  C a r r ,  P r e s i d e n t  
o f  t h e  B oard o f  T r u s t e e s ,  and  o f  J o s e p h  C a b e l l ,  a  member o f  th e  
l e g i s l a t u r e .  I n  1814 J e f f e r s o n  h a d  become a  t r u s t e e  o f  A lb e m a rle  
Academy in  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  and  i t  was t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  w h ic h  becam e 
C e n t r a l  C o l le g e ,  w i th  a  B oard  o f  V i s i t o r s  i n c lu d in g  J e f f e r s o n ,  
M ad iso n , and  M onroe.
I n  1814 J e f f e r s o n  h ad  w r i t t e n  C a b e l l  t h a t  th e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e
R e p u b lic  d ep en d ed  upon d iv i d in g  th e  c o u n t ie s  i n t o  w ard s  o r  " h u n d re d s"
and e s t a b l i s h i n g  in  e a c h  a  s y s te m  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n .  The f u t u r e
37w ou ld  h an g , h e  was c o n v in c e d ,  on " t h e s e  two h o o k s ,"  s i n c e  r e a s o n  
w as t h e  " o n ly  o r a c l e  God h a s  g iv e n  u s "  and p e o p le  m ust b e  e d u c a te d  
to  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  r i g h t s  i n  a  r e p u b l i c a n  fo rm  o f  g o v e rn m e n t. C a b e l l
3^N ock, o p . c i t . ,  p .  191 . 
37F o rd ,  W orks, X I ,  382 .
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w as an  e n l ig h te n e d  man who h a d  t r a v e l e d  w id e ly  i n  E u ro p e . He f e l l
i n  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  w i th  J e f f e r s o n 's  e d u c a t io n a l  sch em es, and  i n
1809 , a t  J e f f e r s o n 's  r e q u e s t ,  in t r o d u c e d  i n  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a  b i l l
to  e s t a b l i s h  a  " L i t e r a r y  Fund" from  f o r f e i t u r e s ,  e s c h e a t s ,  and  f i n e s .
The d e b t  p a id  by  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v ern m en t t o  V i r g i n i a  i n  1816 was
add ed  to  t h i s  fu n d , m aking  a  t o t a l  o f  o v e r  a  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  The
L i t e r a r y  Fund h ad  o r i g i n a l l y  b e e n  e n v is io n e d  as  a  s o u rc e  o f  s u p p o r t
f o r  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l s ;  h o w ev er, when t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f a i l e d  to  p a s s
J e f f e r s o n 's  se c o n d  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t io n  b i l l ,  a s  we h a v e  s e e n ,  C e n t r a l
38C o l le g e  becam e t h e  c h i e f  b e n e f i c i a r y  o f  th e s e  m oneys.
When J e f f e r s o n  drew  up h i s  p la n s  f o r  a  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  he 
o f f e r e d  tw o a l t e r n a t i v e s :  t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  a
l o c a t i o n  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  m ig h t d e c id e ,  o r  t h a t  i t  t a k e  o v e r  C e n t r a l  
C o l l e g e .  He s t r o n g l y  p r e f e r r e d  th e  se c o n d  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  a s  h e  had  
b e e n  d e e p ly  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  C e n t r a l  C o l le g e ;  h o w ev e r, 
h e  knew t h a t  W il l ia m  and M ary opposed  t h i s  p l a n ,  a s  d id  o th e r  s e c t i o n s  
o f  t h e  s t a t e .  The l e g i s l a t o r s  f e l t  t h a t  th e  c o s t  o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  
s h o u ld  b e  c o v e re d  e n t i r e l y  b y  moneys a v a i l a b l e  from  th e  L i t e r a r y  
F u n d , w i th o u t  a d d i t i o n a l  t a x  b u rd e n s  upon th e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  
Many, t o o ,  q u e s t io n e d  th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  l o c a t i n g  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  
C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e .  A l t e r n a t i v e  p la n s  w e re  o f f e r e d  by  v a r io u s  l e g i s ­
l a t o r s ,  some ev e n  s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  th e  L i t e r a r y  Fund moneys s h o u ld  b e  
u s e d  i n  p a r t  to  s u p p o r t  c h a r i t y  s c h o o ls  w i th  t h e  b a la n c e  u t i l i z e d  to  
r e t i r e  t h e  s t a t e  d e b t s .  J e f f e r s o n  c a l l e d  upon  M onroe to  g iv e  s u p p o r t
^ S c h a c h n e r ,  o £ .  c i t . ,  I I ,  9 3 3 -3 5 ,  9 54 .
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to  h i s  p la n  an d  bom barded C a b e l l  w i th  r e q u e s t s  f o r  in f o r m a t io n  on
th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  " i t  i s  a  b a n t l i n g  o f  4 0 .  y e a r s  b i r t h  &
n u r s i n g , "  h e  w r o t e , "& i f  I  c a n  once  s e e  i t  on i t s  l e g s ,  I  w i l l  s in g
39w i th  s i n c e r i t y  and  p l e a s u r e  my nunc d i m i t t a s . "
C a b e l l  s u g g e s te d  to  him  t h a t ,  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  p r a c t i c a l
p o l i t i c s ,  i t  w ou ld  be  w e l l  t o  le a v e  o u t  J e f f e r s o n 's  p r o h i b i t i o n s
in v o lv in g  m i n i s t e r s  o f  r e l i g i o n  and  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  t o  w h ich
h e  r e p l i e d ,  " T h e re  a r e  f a n a t i c s  b o th  i n  r e l i g i o n  an d  p o l i t i c s  who
w i th o u t  know ing  me p e r s o n a l l y  h av e  lo n g  b een  t a u g h t  to  c o n s id e r  me
40as  a  raw head  & b lo o d y  b o n e s ."  H e, o f  c o u r s e ,  a c c e p te d  C a b e l l 's  
a d v ic e .  A t l a s t  i n  1818 w hen th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a c t e d  upon t h e  b i l l ,  
r e j e c t i n g  J e f f e r s o n 's  p la n s  a s  a  w h o le ,  i t  p r o v id e d  $ 4 5 ,0 0 0  a  y e a r  
f o r  t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f  t h e  p o o r  and $ 1 5 ,0 0 0  f o r  a  u n i v e r s i t y .
The l o c a t i o n  and  o th e r  m a t t e r s  w e re  l e f t  u n d e te rm in e d . The 
a c t  r e q u i r e d  t h e  g o v e rn o r  to  a p p o in t  a  co m m issio n  o f  tw e n ty - f o u r  
members t o  s e l e c t  th e  s i t e  and  to  d e te rm in e  t h e  p l a n  o f  o r g a n iz a t i o n  
and  th e  c u r r ic u lu m .  The com m ission  m e t a t  R o c k f is h  Gap on A u g u s t 1 , 
1818 , w i th  J e f f e r s o n  s e r v in g  as c h a irm a n  and w i t h  M onroe, M ad iso n , 
and  C a b e l l  among th e  m em bers. T h re e  s i t e s  w e re  d e b a te d :  S ta u n to n ,
W ash in g to n  C o l le g e  a t  L e x in g to n ,  and  C e n t r a l  C o l le g e  i n  C h a r l o t t e s ­
v i l l e .  J e f f e r s o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  had  g iv e n  h i s  b e s t  e f f o r t s  to  C e n t r a l  
C o l le g e  f o r  some t im e , s e c r e t l y  in t e n d in g  i t  t o  b e  th e  n u c le u s  o f  
th e  p ro p o s e d  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y .  He h a d  draw n up d e t a i l e d  p a p e r s
39I b i d . ,  I I ,  9 56 .
40I b i d . ,  I I ,  957 .
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show ing  t h a t  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  w as th e  d em o g rap h ic  and g e o g r a p h ic a l  
c e n t e r  o f  th e  s t a t e ;  he  h ad  a l s o  b ro u g h t t o  th e  m e e tin g  co m p le te d  
p la n s  f o r  b u i l d i n g s ,  f o r  c u r r ic u lu m ,  and  ev en  a  s y s te m  o f  r u l e s  f o r  
s t u d e n t  g o v e rn a n c e . J e f f e r s o n  won h i s  c a s e ,  b y  a  v o te  o f  s ix t e e n
/ n
to  f i v e ,  a  c o m p le te  v i c t o r y  f o r  a  m a s te r  p o l i t i c i a n .
J e f f e r s o n 's  r e p o r t  was s u b m it te d  t o  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d , i n  
s p i t e  o f  c o n s id e r a b le  o p p o s i t i o n  o v e r  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  w as o v e rw h e lm in g ly  
a p p ro v e d  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1819 . He was a p p o in te d  one o f  th e  v i s i t o r s ,  
and  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  r e c t o r  o f  t h e  B o a rd . A t s e v e n t y - f i v e ,  h e  
th re w  h im s e l f  e n e r g e t i c a l l y  i n t o  th e  p r o j e c t  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  u n i ­
v e r s i t y  o f  w h ic h  h e  p r o u d ly  c a l l e d  h im s e l f  f a t h e r .
W h ile  a w a i t in g  t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  J e f f e r s o n  
had  w orked  c o n s t a n t l y  on  h i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p la n s  f o r  th e  U n i v e r s i t y .  
A lm o st im m e d ia te ly  h e  p e r s o n a l l y  s ta k e d  o u t  th e  g ro u n d s , su rv e y e d  
th em , and  p ro p o s e d  th e  p rom pt e r e c t i o n  o f  a  p a v i l i o n  to  h o u se  th e  
p r o f e s s o r s h i p  i n  la n g u a g e s .  A lre a d y  h e  w as d r a f t i n g  p la n s  f o r  a 
w h o le  ra n g e  o f  b u i l d in g s  made up o f  e i g h t  p a v i l i o n s .  "He gave 
e x a c t  d im e n s io n s ,  s k e tc h e d  c o r n ic e s ,  f r i e z e ,  a r c h i t r a v e ,  colum ns an d  
s h a f t s  . . .  i n  a  m in g le d  s t y l e  t h a t  com bined  th e  D o r ic ,  C o r in th ia n  
an d  T u sc a n  o r d e r s ,  and  echoed  su c h  c l a s s i c a l  b u i l d in g s  a s  th e  T h e a te r  
o f  M a r c e l lu s ,  th e  F o r tu n a  V i r i l i s ,  th e  B a th s  o f  D i o c l e t i a n  and t h e  
T em ple o f  T r a j a n ,  as  h e  found  them  i n  h i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  B ib le ,
^ I b i d . , I I ,  9 5 7 -5 8 . S ee a l s o  C o n a n t, o p . c i t . ,  p .  26; 
a n d  N ock, o]3. c i t . ,  p p . 1 9 2 -9 3 .
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P a l l a d i o . " 4 *̂ He was o f  c o u r s e ,  no m ere  c o p y i s t ,  b u t  m o d if ie d  and
tra n s m u te d  e le m e n ts  o f  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  m odels t o  g a in  new e f f e c t s .  H is
e n th u s ia s m  w as a lm o s t  b o u n d le s s .  T he l i b r a r y  h e  d e s ig n e d  w ou ld  b e  a
r o tu n d a ,  t h e  i n n e r  c o n c a v e  c e i l i n g  o f  w h ich  w ou ld  b e  p a i n t e d  " 's k y -
b lu e  and s p a n g le d  w i th  g i l t  s t a r s  i n  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  and  m a g n itu d e
c o p ie d  e x a c t l y  from  an y  s e l e c t e d  h e m isp h e re  o f  o u r  l a t i t u d e . 1 I t
w o u ld  i n  f a c t  c o n s t i t u t e  a  p la n e ta r iu m ,  w i th  a n  in g e n io u s  m ovab le
s e a t  swung h i g h , "  so  t h a t  an  o p e r a t o r  m ig h t s h i f t  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  o f
43th e  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  a s se m b le d  s t u d e n t s .
He s o u g h t  th e  a d v ic e  and  a i d  o f  t h e  n a t i o n 's  b e s t  a r c h i t e c t s ,  
W il l ia m  T h o rn to n  and  B en jam in  L a t r o b e ,  to  whom h e  e x p la in e d  h i s  p u r ­
p o s e s  i n  d e t a i l .
I n s t e a d  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  m a g n i f ic e n t  h o u se  w h ich  w ou ld  
e x h a u s t  a l l  o u r  f u n d s ,  we p ro p o s e  to  la y  o f f  a  s q u a r e ,  
o r  r a t h e r  3 .  s id e s  o f  a  s q u a re  a b o u t 7 .  o r  800 f .  w id e ,  
le a v in g  i t  open  on o n e  end t o  b e  e x te n d e d  i n d e f i n i t e l y .
On th e  c l o s e d  e n d , and  on  th e  tw o s id e s  we p ro p o s e  to  
a r r a n g e  s e p a r a t e  p a v i l i o n s  f o r  e a c h  p r o f e s s o r  and  h i s  
s c h o o l .  E ach p a v i l i o n  i s  to  h a v e  a  s c h o o l- ro o m  b e lo w , 
and  2 .  room s f o r  t h e  P r o f e s s o r  a b o v e ; and  b e tw een  
p a v i l i o n  and  p a v i l i o n  a  ra n g e  o f  D o rm ito r ie s  f o r  th e  
s t u d e n t s ,  one s t o r y  h ig h ,  g iv in g  eac h  a  room 10 f .  w id e  
& 14 f .  d e e p . The P a v i l i o n s  a b o u t 36 f .  w id e  i n  f r o n t ,
6c 24 f . i n  d e p th  . . .  . The w h o le  o f  th e  p a v i l io n s  and  
d o r m i to r i e s  to  b e  u n i t e d  b y  a  c o lo n n a d e  i n  f r o n t ,  o f  th e  
h e i g h t  o f  th e  lo w e r s t o r y  o f  t h e  p a v i l i o n s  6c a b o u t 8 f .  
w id e  u n d e r  w h ich  th e y  may go d ry  from  s c h o o l  t o  s c h o o l .
The to p  o f  t h e  d o r m i to r i e s  t o  b e  f l a t  . . . .  Now w h a t 
we w is h  i s  t h a t  t h e s e  p a v i l i o n s  . . . s h o u ld  b e  m odels 
o f  t a s t e  and  c o r r e c t  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  an d  o f  a  v a r i e t y  
o f  a p p e a ra n c e ,  no  two a l i k e ,  so  as  t o  s e r v e  as sp ec im en s
4 ^Schachner, o £ .  c i t . , I I ,  959 .
4 3I b i d . ,  I I ,  9 5 9 -6 0 .
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44o f  . . . o r d e r s  f o r  th e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  l e c t u r e s .
The c a r e  w h ich  J e f f e r s o n  la v i s h e d  on th e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  th e  
U n iv e r s i t y  w as no g r e a t e r  th a n  t h a t  h e  ex p en d ed  on  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  
a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  u n d e r ta k in g .  He avowed t h a t  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  w ou ld  b e  
" o f  t h e  f i r s t  o r d e r  . . . .  O urs s h a l l  b e  seco n d  to  n o n e  on th e  
c o n t i n e n t . " 4 "̂  H ow ever, h e  w ro te  C a b e l l ,
Of a l l  th in g s  t h e  m o st im p o r ta n t ,  i s  th e  c o m p le tio n  
o f  th e  b u i l d in g s  . . . .  The g r e a t  o b j e c t  o f  o u r  a im  
from  th e  b e g in n in g ,  h a s  b e e n  to  make th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
th e  m ost e m in e n t i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  i n  o r d e r  to  
draw  to  i t  t h e  y o u th  o f  e v e r y  s t a t e ,  b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  
t h e  s o u th  and  w e s t .  We h a v e  p ro p o s e d , t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  
c a l l  to  i t  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  o r d e r  o f  s c ie n c e  
from  E u ro p e , a s  w e l l  a s  o u r  own c o u n t r y ;  a n d , n o t  o n ly  
b y  th e  s a l a r i e s  and  th e  c o m fo r ts  o f  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n s ,  
b u t  by  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s c a l e  o f  i t s  s t r u c t u r e  and  
p r e p a r a t i o n  . . . .  Had we b u i l t  a  b a r n  f o r  a  c o l l e g e ,  
and  lo g  h u ts  f o r  acco m m o d a tio n s , s h o u ld  we e v e r  h a v e  
h ad  th e  a s s u r a n c e  t o  p ro p o s e  to  an  E u ro p ean  p r o f e s s o r  o f  
t h a t  c h a r a c t e r  t o  come to  i t ?  . . .  To s to p  w h ere  we a r e ,  
i s  to  ab an d o n  o u r  h ig h  h o p e s , and  becom e s u i t o r s  t o  Y a le  
and  H a rv a rd  f o r  t h e i r  s e c o n d a ry  c h a r a c t e r s  to  becom e o u r  
f i r s t  . . . .  The r e p o r t  o f  R o c k f is h  G ap, s a n c t io n e d  by  
th e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  a u th o r i z e d  u s  t o  a im  a t  much h ig h e r  
th in g s  . . . .  The o p e n in g  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  a  h a l f ­
s t a t e  o f  r e a d i n e s s ,  w ou ld  b e  th e  m o s t f a t a l  s t e p  w h ic h  
c o u ld  b e  a d o p te d  . . . .^6
J e f f e r s o n  h ad  good c a u s e  f o r  h i s  p le a s  to  C a b e l l ,  who a c te d  
a s  h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  a g e n t .  C a b e l l  d u t i f u l l y  r e p o r t e d  t o  J e f f e r s o n  
t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  e n c o u n te r e d ,  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  a s  C onan t 
p o i n t s  o u t ,  w h ich  "am ply  d e m o n s tra te  t h a t  th e  f u n c t i o n in g  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
m a c h in e ry  a s  r e g a rd s  e d u c a t io n a l  m a t t e r s  h a s  ch an g ed  b u t  l i t t l e  i n
44 I b i d . ,  I I ,  9 6 0 .
45I b i d .
4 ^ C o n an t, o £ . c i t . , p p . 2 7 -2 8 .
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t h e  c o u r s e  o f  th e  l a s t  140 y e a r s . "  A num ber o f  l e g i s l a t o r s  f e l t  
t h a t  t h e  U n iv e r s i t y  s h o u ld  r e c e iv e  o n ly  th e  i n t e r e s t  fro m  th e  
L i t e r a r y  Fund moneys and  none o f  t h e  c a p i ta l - - m u c h  to o  s m a l l  an  
am ount w i th  w h ich  to  b e g in  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  C a b e l l  a t  l a s t  saw  th e  b i l l  
th ro u g h  th e  l a b y r i n t h  o f  p o l i t i c a l  m a n e u v e r in g s , and th e  f i r s t  fu n d s  
t o  b e g in  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w e re  a p p r o p r ia t e d  i n  1822 . B u t J e f f e r s o n ’ s 
t r o u b l e s  w ere  f a r  fro m  o v e r .
One s o u rc e  o f  t r o u b l e  w as t h e  g ro w in g  a n im o s i ty  o f  th e  
r e l i g i o u s  b o d ie s  t o  t h e  id e a  o f  a  s e c u l a r  i n s t i t u t i o n .  H is  h a t r e d  
o f  d o c t r i n a l  th e o lo g y  le d  h im  to  w r i t e  t h a t  dogmas "h av e  b e e n  th e  
^ b a n e  and  r u i n  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  c h u rc h ,  i t s  own f a t a l  in v e n t io n ,  
w h ic h , t h r o ’ so  many a g e s ,  made o f  C h ris te n d o m  a  s l a u g h t e r  h o u s e , 
and  a t  t h i s  day  d iv i d e s  i t  i n t o  c a s t e s  o f  in e x t in g u i s h a b le  h a t r e d  
t o  one a n o th e r .  W itn e s s  t h e  p r e s e n t  i n t e r n e c i n e  ra g e  o f  a l l  o t h e r  
s e c t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  U n i t a r i a n s , "  who w e re  b e in g  a t t a c k e d  b e c a u s e  th e y
A Q
h ad  no c r e e d .  H is  in c a u t io u s  rem ark  t h a t  t h e  o ld e r  d e n o m in a tio n s
"may w e l l  b e  a f r a i d  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  th e  U n i ta r i a n s  t o  t h e  S o u th "
s p re a d  l i k e  w i l d f i r e  th ro u g h  th e  s t a t e ,  "an d  t h e  e n ra g e d  sy n o d s an d
49
B ib le  s o c i e t i e s  r o s e  i n  arm s a g a i n s t  t h e  i n f i d e l . "  C a b e l l  a d v is e d  
h im  t h a t  th e s e  com m ents h ad  r a i s e d  a d d i t i o n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  th e  
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  f u r t h e r  a n t a g o n iz in g  some to  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  th e y  
r e f u s e d  to  v o te  a d d i t i o n a l  fu n d s  f o r  th e  U n i v e r s i t y .  "W ould i t  b e
47I b i d . ,  p .  2 7 .
4 ® S chachner, o jk  c i t . , I I ,  9 8 2 -8 3 . 
49I b i d . ,  I I ,  9 8 3 .
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b e l i e v e d  i n  f u t u r e  t i m e s ,"  J e f f e r s o n  w r o te  i n  d e s p a i r ,  " t h a t  su c h  
e f f o r t s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a r r y  su c h  a  b i l l ,  f o r  s u c h  an  o b j e c t l ! " ^
N ot o n ly  d id  h e  h a v e  t o  f a c e  r e l i g i o u s  o p p o s i t i o n ;  p o l i t i c a l  
i n f l u e n c e s  w ere  a l s o  a t  w o rk . One s o u rc e  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  was" th e  
o p p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  Richmond to  t h e  R o tu n d a , f o r  th e y  f e a r e d  
t h a t  s u c h  a  m a g n i f ic e n t  b u i l d i n g  m ig h t i n s p i r e  p e o p le  to  i n s i s t  t h a t  
th e  c a p i t a l  b e  moved to  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e .  E ven a  member o f  t h e  B oard  
o f  V i s i t o r s  s h a re d  t h i s  f e e l i n g  and  a g re e d  w i th  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
l e a d e r  who vowed h e  "w ou ld  n e v e r  v o te  a n o th e r  D o l l a r  to  th e  U n iv e r ­
s i t y  b u t  on  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  a p p l ie d  t o  t h a t  
b u i l d i n g .
P r o g r e s s  w as s lo w  i n  s e c u r in g  fu n d s  f o r  th e  b u i l d in g  p ro g ram ; 
h o w ev e r, by  1822 lo a n s  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  $ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  h ad  b een  a u t h o r i z e d ,  
w i th  s t i l l  a n o th e r  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  n e e d e d . I t  was t h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  am ount a t  
w h ic h  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b a lk e d ,  and  th e  R o tu n d a  w as s t i l l  l a c k in g .  
D i f f i c u l t i e s  w i th  workmen ad d ed  to  J e f f e r s o n 's  p ro b le m s . F u r t h e r ­
m o re , h e  th o u g h t  h e  saw t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  a g a in  sow ing  m i s c h ie f  
among t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s .  H is  p a t i e n c e  w o rn  t h i n ,  h e  c r i e d  o u t  a g a i n s t  
them  i n  b i t t e r  w o rd s .
T h is  i s  r a t h e r  th e  m o s t num erous o f  o u r  p r e s e n t  s e c t s ,  
and  th e  m o st a m b i t io u s ,  t h e  m ost I n t o l e r a n t  & t y r a n n i c a l  o f  
a l l  o u r  s e c t s .  T hey w is h  to  s e e  no i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  w h ich  
th e y  h a v e  n o t  th e  e x c l u s i v e  d i r e c t i o n .  T h e i r  p r e s e n t  a im  
i s  a sc e n d a n c y  o n ly ,  t h e i r  n e x t  e x c l u s i v e  p o s s e s s io n  and  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  They d re a d  th e  l i g h t  w h ic h  t h i s  U n iv e r s i t y  
i s  t o  sh ed  on  th e  p u b l i c  m in d , and  i t s  o b s t r u c t i o n  to
50i b i d .
51I b i d . ,  I I ,  984 .
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t h e i r  a m b i t i o n .  B u t t h e r e  i s  a  b r e e z e  a d v a n c in g  fro m  t h e  
N o r th ,  w h ic h  w i l l  p u t  th em  dow n. U n i t a r i a n i s m  h a s  n o t  y e t  
r e a c h e d  u s ; b u t  o u r  c i t i z e n s  a r e  r e a d y  t o  r e c e i v e  r e a s o n  
f ro m  a n y  q u a r t e r .  .T h e  U n i ty  o f  a  su p rem e  b e i n g  i s  so  m uch 
m o re  i n t e l l i g i b l e  t h a n  t h e  t r i u n e  a r i t h m e t i c  o f  t h e  c o u n t e r ­
f e i t  C h r i s t i a n s  t h a t  i t  w i l l  k i n d l e  h e r e  l i k e  a  w i l d f i r e . 32
F o r t u n a t e l y ,  i t  w as t im e  f o r  a  n e w ly  e l e c t e d  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  
a ssu m e  i t s  d u t i e s .  A id  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  h a d  b e e n  t h e  c h i e f  i s s u e  
i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  sp o k e  o u t  u n e q u i v o c a l l y ,  e l e c t i n g  
m any f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  b o t h  t h e  H ou se  a n d  t h e  S e n a t e .  
C a b e l l  saw  h i s  b i l l  f o r  t h e  R o tu n d a  th r o u g h ,  a n d  i n  1823 a  l o a n  o f  
$ 6 0 ,0 0 0  w as a u t h o r i z e d .  A t l a s t  t h e  n e e d e d  f u n d s  t o  c o m p le te  J e f f e r ­
s o n 's  b u i l d i n g  p ro g ra m  w e re  a t  h a n d .  I t  h a d  b e e n  a  lo n g ,  h a r d  f i g h t ,  
o n e  i n  w h ic h  J e f f e r s o n ' s  o p tim is m  h a d  o n ly  o c c a s i o n a l l y  g iv e n  w ay t o  
d i s c o u r a g e m e n t .  H is  i n d o m i t a b l e  w i l l  an d  e n th u s i a s m  o v e rc a m e  a l l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  an d  w i t h  C a b e l l ' s  u n t i r i n g  a s s i s t a n c e ,  v i c t o r y  h a d  
b e e n  w on , e v e n  f o r  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  R o tu n d a  a n d  l i b r a r y .  B u t ,  
w a rn e d  C a b e l l ,  "w e m u s t n e v e r  come h e r e  a g a i n  f o r  m oney t o  e r e c t  
b u i l d i n g s
T he v i c t o r y  w as a  c r u c i a l  o n e  t o  J e f f e r s o n ,  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  w as 
e s s e n t i a l  i f  t h e  r e p u b l i c  w as to  s u r v i v e .  J u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  f i n a l  
v i c t o r y  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  h e  h a d  w r i t t e n :
I  lo o k  t o  t h e  d i f f u s i o n  o f  l i g h t  and  e d u c a t i o n  a s  
t h e  r e s o u r c e  m o s t t o  b e  r e l i e d  on  f o r  a m e l i o r a t i n g  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n ,  p ro m o t in g  t h e  v i r t u e  an d  a d v a n c in g  t h e  h a p p i ­
n e s s  o f  m an. T h a t  e v e r y  man s h a l l  b e  m ade v i r t u o u s ,  b y  
a n y  p r o c e s s  w h a te v e r ,  i s  in d e e d  no  m ore t o  b e  e x p e c t e d ,  
t h a n  t h a t  e v e r y  t r e e  b e  m ade t o  b e a r  f r u i t ,  an d  e v e r y
52I b i d . ,  I I ,  9 8 4 .
53I b i d . , I I ,  9 8 5 .
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p l a n t  n o u r i s h m e n t .  T he b r i a r  an d  t h e  b ra m b le  c a n  n e v e r  
becom e t h e  v in e  a n d  t h e  o l i v e ;  b u t  t h e i r  a s p e r i t i e s  may 
b e  s o f t e n e d  b y  c u l t u r e ,  a n d  t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s  im p ro v e d  
t o  u s e f u l n e s s  i n  t h e  o r d e r  a n d  econom y o f  t h e  w o r ld .
And X do  h o p e , i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s p i r i t  o f  e x t e n d in g  t o  t h e  
g r e a t  m ass  o f  m a n k in d  t h e  b l e s s i n g  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  I  
s e e  a  p r o s p e c t  o f  g r e a t  a d v a n c e m e n t i n  t h e  h a p p in e s s  o f  
t h e  hum an r a c e ;  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  may p r o c e e d  t o  a n  i n d e f i n i t e ,  
t h o " n o t  t o  a n  i n f i n i t e  d e g r e e .
J e f f e r s o n ,  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  i d e a l i s t ,  u t t e r e d  h i s  t e s t a m e n t  o f  
d e d i c a t i o n  t o  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  d u e  r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  human 
l i f e ,  b u t  h i s  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  h o p e  w o u ld  s e r v e  t o  i n s p i r e  m any who 
f o l lo w e d  h im . H is  d e d i c a t i o n  w as n o t  o n e  o f  w o rd s  o n ly .  D a i l y  t h e  
o ld  g e n t le m a n  r o d e  down fro m  M o n t i c e l l o  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n  o f  h i s  U n i v e r s i t y ,  u s u a l l y  o n  E a g le ,  h i s  f a v o r i t e  h o r s e .  The 
r o u n d - t r i p  d i s t a n c e  w as  a p p r o x im a te ly  t e n  m i l e s ,  b u t  e v e n  a t  e i g h t y  
h e  r o d e  down and  b a c k  a l o n e ;  a n d  w hen  h e  w as n o t  on t h e  s i t e  s u p e r ­
v i s i n g  t h e  w o rk , h e  c a r e f u l l y  w a tc h e d  t h r o u g h  h i s  t e l e s c o p e  t h e  
p r o g r e s s  b e in g  m ad e . No d e t a i l  w as to o  s m a l l  t o  e s c a p e  h i s  a t t e n t i o n .  
A v i s i t o r  i n  1822 t o l d  o f  s e e i n g  J e f f e r s o n  t a k e  a  c h i s e l  f ro m  o ne  o f  
t h e  I t a l i a n  s c u l p t o r s  h e  h a d  b r o u g h t  o v e r  t o  f a s h i o n  t h e  co lu m n s an d  
m a rb le  w o rk ,  and  t h e n  p r o c e e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a te  t o  t h e  a r t i s a n  how t o  
c a r v e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  d e s i g n  h e  w a n te d .  T he  v i s i t o r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e
o ld  g e n t le m a n  w a lk e d  w i t h  " a n  e l a s t i c  s t e p "  an d  e x te n d e d  h i s  g r e e t i n g
55w i th  a  " s w e e t ,  w in n in g  s m i l e . "
By 1824 J e f f e r s o n  h a d  h i g h  h o p e s  o f  s e e i n g  h i s  U n i v e r s i t y  
o p en  i t s  d o o rs  w i t h i n  a  few  m o n th s . He h a d  d i s p a t c h e d  y o u n g  F r a n c i s
54I b i d . ,  I I ,  9 8 6 .
^ P a d o v e r ,  J e f f e r s o n ,  p .  1 7 1 .
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G ilm e r t o  E n g lan d  an d  S c o t la n d  to  s e e k  p r o f e s s o r s ,  b u t  G ilm e r
r e p o r te d  t h a t  w e ll-k n o w n  e d u c a to r s  t h e r e  w e re  a cc u s to m ed  to  h ig h e r
s a l a r i e s  th a n  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  c o u ld  p a y , w h ereupon  J e f f e r s o n  a d v is e d
h im  to  g e t  y o u n g e r men o f  a b i l i t y .  " I  c o n s i d e r , "  J e f f e r s o n  w ro te
M ad iso n , " t h a t  h i s  r e t u r n  w i th o u t  any  p r o f e s s o r s  w i l l  c o m p le a t ly
q u a s h  e v e r y  hope . . . J e f f e r s o n  w as a l s o  a g i t a t e d  o v e r  o th e r
p ro b le m s . W ill ia m  and  M ary h ad  p ro p o se d  to  move from  W ill ia m s b u rg
t o  Richm ond to  com pete  w i th  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  B u t m a t te r s  im p ro v ed ;
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e f u s e d  W ill ia m  and M a ry 's  p e t i t i o n ,  and  G ilm er
r e tu r n e d  w i th  h i s  p r o f e s s o r s  i n  tow .
T he o r i g i n a l  f a c u l t y  w as an  e x c e l l e n t  o n e - - s i x  men from
a b ro a d  and  one A m eric an , Jo h n  T a y lo e  Lom ax, t h e  p r o f e s s o r  o f  law .
Among th e  E u ro p ean s  w e re  f o u r  E n g lish m e n --G e o rg e  Long o f  C am bridge ,
p r o f e s s o r  o f  a n c i e n t  la n g u a g e s ;  Thomas H e w itt  K ey, p r o f e s s o r  o f
m a th e m a tic s ;  C h a r le s  B o n n y c a s t le ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  n a t u r a l  p h i lo s o p h y ;
and  R o b ley  D u n g lis o n , p r o f e s s o r  o f  ana tom y  and  m e d ic in e .  G eorge
B la e t te rm a n n  o f  G erm any, p r o f e s s o r  o f  m odem  la n g u a g e s ,  and  G eorge
T u c k e r  o f  Berm uda, p r o f e s s o r  o f  m o ra l p h i lo s o p h y ,  c o m p le te d  th e
f a c u l t y .  T hey w ere  p a id  $ 1 ,5 0 0  p e r  y e a r ,  p lu s  a  f e e  o f  tw e n ty
57d o l l a r s  from  e a c h  s t u d e n t ,  and  g iv e n  a  r e n t - f r e e  h o u s e .
J e f f e r s o n  h a d  a l s o  en g ag ed  Thomas C o o p e r, a  l i b e r a l - m in d e d  
s c i e n t i s t ,  f o r  th e  f a c u l t y .  H ow ever, t h e  c l e r g y  r a i s e d  w h a t J e f f e r s o n  
c a l l e d  a  " h u e  and c r y "  a g a i n s t  C ooper an d  f o r c e d  th e  B oard  o f  V i s i t o r s
^^Schachner, o £ .  c i t . , XI, 996 .
^ P a d o v e r ,  J e f f e r s o n ,  p .  173.
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to  c a n c e l  h i s  a p p o in tm e n t .  J e f f e r s o n  was f u r io u s  a t  th e  P re s b y -
te r ia n s - -w h o m  he b lam ed  f o r  t h i s  "H oly I n q u i s i t i o n , "  as  he  c a l l e d%
1
i t - - b u t  s i n c e  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  w as ta x - s u p p o r te d ,  h e  c o u ld  do n o th i n g . '
A t lo n g  l a s t  a l l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  h ad  b e e n  su rm o u n te d , and  on 
M arch 7 , 1825 , th e  U n iv e r s i t y  w as o f f i c i a l l y  o p en ed . J e f f e r s o n  c o n ­
t i n u e d  h i s  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  i t s  d e v e lo p m e n t, and  as R e c to r  h e  p ro v e d  a  
r i g i d  d i s c i p l i n a r i a n ,  f o r  a l l  h i s  t a l k  o f  t r e a t i n g  th e  s tu d e n t s  a s  
m a tu re  young men. He p e r m i t t e d  o n ly  one v a c a t io n  a  y e a r ,  from  
D ecem ber 15 to  J a n u a ry  31 ; and when s tu d e n t s  a sk ed  f o r  an  a d d i t i o n a l  
t e n  days b e g in n in g  J u l y  4 ,  h e  r e f u s e d .  T he s tu d e n t s  a l s o  p e t i t i o n e d  
t h a t  d a n c in g  and t h e  u s e  o f  s m a l l  sw ords b e  ta u g h t .  " D a n c in g ,"  h e  
com m ented, " i s  g e n e r a l l y ,  and j u s t l y ,  I  t h i n k ,  c o n s id e re d  among
in n o c e n t  a c c o m p lish m e n ts ; w h i le  we c a n n o t so  c o n s id e r  th e  a r t  o f
59s ta b b in g  and  p i s t o l l i n g  o u r  f r i e n d s  . . . ."
G row ing r e s t i v e  p e rh a p s  u n d e r  h i s  s t r i c t  h a n d , a  g ro u p  oJ: 
s tu d e n t s  g o t  u p r o a r io u s ly  d ru n k  a n d , w hen two p r o f e s s o r s  a t te m p te d  
to  q u e l l  t h e  d i s tu r b a n c e ,  th e  young men g r e e te d  them  w i th  i n s u l t s  
and b r i c k b a t s .  The p r o f e s s o r s  so u g h t t o  r e s i g n ,  b u t  t h e  B oard  
r e f u s e d  to  a c c e p t  t h e i r  r e s ig n a t io n s  and  th e  c u l p r i t s  w ere  e x p e l le d .  
J e f f e r s o n  w as n o t  a l l  s t r i c t n e s s  and d i s c i p l i n e  w i th  th e  young men;
58I b i d .
^ ^ S c h a c h n e r , c i t . , IX , 1001. I n  A u g u st, 1825, he  w ro te  
h i s  g ra n d d a u g h te r :  "We h ave  p a s s e d  th e  l i m i t  o f  100 s tu d e n t s  . . . . 
We t r e a t  them  as men and g e n tle m e n , u n d e r  th e  g u id a n c e  m a in ly  o f  
t h e i r  own d i s c r e t i o n . "  L ipscom b and B e rg h , X V III , 34 1 .
^Oschachner, I I ,  1 0 0 1 -2 .
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h e  i n v i t e d  them  t o  d in n e r  a t  M o n t ic e l lo ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on S u n d a y s , and 
to o k  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  i n  t h e i r  com pany. He th o u g h t  them  " a  v e r y  f i n e  
p a r c e l  o f  young men" to  e n jo y  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  p ro g ra m , w h ic h , h e  s a id  
i n  t h e  s p r in g  o f  1825, "com prehends e v e ry  b ra n c h  o f  u s e f u l  k n o w led g e ,
and  o u r  P r o f e s s o r s  a r e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  o r d e r  o f  s c i e n c e ,  so  t h a t  I  h o p e
i t  w i l l  p ro v e  a  g r e a t  b l e s s i n g  to  my c o u n t r y .
Some o f  th e  s t u d e n t s  w e re  in a d e q u a te ly  p r e p a r e d  f o r  u n i v e r s i t y
w o rk . J e f f e r s o n  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  l o w e r - l e v e l  s c h o o ls  i n  V i r g i n i a
w e re  p o o r - - s o  p o o r ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  h e  d o u b te d  i f  t h e  t e a c h e r s  w ou ld
62h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  q u a l i f y  a s  sophom ores a t  E to n  and  W e s tm in s te r .
P a r t  o f  t h i s  c o u ld  b e  a t t r i b u t e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  to  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  
e i t h e r  h i s  1779 b i l l  o r  h i s  1817 b i l l  f o r  a  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n  sy s te m  
t o  g a in  p a s s a g e  i n  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ;  and  i n  th e  l a t t e r  y e a r  ev en  he
h im s e l f  w as w i l l i n g  to  l e t  t h i s  p la n  d ro p  i n  o r d e r  to  s e c u r e  p a s s a g e
o f  t h e  b i l l  to  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  f o r  he  u n d e r s to o d  t h a t  he  
c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b o th .
I n  1817 C h a r le s  F e n to n  M e rc e r ,  a  F e d e r a l i s t ,  h ad  o f f e r e d  a 
b i l l  i n  th e  V i r g i n i a  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s y s te m  o f  p u b l i c  
s c h o o ls  r a t h e r  s i m i l a r  t o  J e f f e r s o n 's ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  i t  p la c e d  a  g r e a t  
d e a l  o f  pow er i n  t h e  han d s o f  a  s t a t e  b o a rd  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  so m e th in g  
t o  w h ic h  J e f f e r s o n  was u n a l t e r a b l y  o p p o se d . H is  f e a r  o f  c e n t r a l i z e d  
s t a t e  a u t h o r i t y  may h a v e  b e e n  g r e a t e r  th a n  h i s  d e s i r e  f o r  a  p u b l i c  
e d u c a t io n  s y s te m . I n  any  e v e n t ,  C a b e l l ,  u n a b le  t o  s e c u r e  an
61I b i d . ,  I I ,  1001.
^ I b i d .
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am endm ent t o  th e  M e rc e r  b i l l  p l a c i n g  th e  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  
C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  l e n t  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  (a n d  t h e r e f o r e  
i n d i r e c t l y  t h a t  o f  J e f f e r s o n )  t o  th e  b i l l ' s  d e f e a t ,  a l th o u g h  i t  
p a s s e d  th e  H ouse and  w as t i e d  i n  t h e  S e n a te .  C onan t s e e s  t h i s ,  
a lo n g  w i th  J e f f e r s o n 's  i n s i s t e n c e  on an  e x t re m e ly  d e c e n t r a l i z e d  
s c h o o l  s y s te m , a s  h a v in g  r e t a r d e d  p r im a ry  s c h o o l  l e g i s l a t i o n  and  
d e v e lo p m e n t i n  V i r g i n i a .  The f a c t  r e m a in s ,  h o w ev er, t h a t  t h e  
p a s s a g e  o f  su c h  a  b i l l  w ould  h a v e  m ean t t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  U n iv e r s i t y  
b i l l ;  a n d , e v e n  i f  b o th  had  b e e n  p a s s e d ,  an  i n s u f f i c i e n t  am ount o f  
money to  d e v e lo p  e i t h e r  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .  J e f f e r s o n  o p te d  f o r  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  p ro m is in g  t h a t  l a t e r  h e  w ou ld  do h i s  b e s t  t o  s e c u r e  th e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s te m , so m e th in g  h e  d id  n o t  l i v e  
lo n g  enough t o  a c c o m p lis h . I n d e e d ,  a lm o s t a l l  h i s  a t t e n t i o n s  o u t ­
s i d e  h i s  f a m i ly  w e re  c e n te r e d  on th e  U n iv e r s i t y  th e  l a s t  s e v e n  y e a r s  
o f  h i s  l i f e .  C onan t s e e s  h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  p u b l i c  e d u c a ­
t i o n  as i n c o n s i s t e n t ,  as i t  i n  some r e s p e c t s  no d o u b t w a s ; and  p o in t s  
o u t  t h a t ,  i r o n i c a l l y ,  i t  was J e f f e r s o n 's  i n s i s t e n c e  upon  th e  e s t a b l i s h ­
m en t o f  s c h o o ls  p u b l i c l y  m anaged and  f r e e  f o r  a l l  w h ic h  m arks h im  as 
a  g r e a t  e d u c a t io n a l  s ta te s m a n  and  w h ich  w as th e  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  A m eri- 
c a n s  a c c e p te d  f i f t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  d e a th .
To t h e  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  o f  young m en, h e  g a v e  h i s  b e s t  and  
m o s t c a r e f u l  th o u g h t .  H ow ever, " a  p la n  o f  fem a le  e d u c a t io n , "  h e  
c o n f e s s e d ,  " h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a  s u b j e c t  o f  s y s te m a t ic  c o n te m p la t io n
S ee  C onant, o p . c i t . , pp . 2 9 -4 0 .
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w ith  m e . " ^  One o f  t h e  o b s t a c l e s  t o  t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f  women h e  found  
to  b e  t h e i r  " i n o r d i n a t e  p a s s io n  f o r  n o v e l s , "  from  w h ich  r e s u l t e d  " a  
b lo a t e d  im a g in a t io n ,  s i c k l y  ju d g m en t and  d i s g u s t  to w ard  a l l  r e a l  
b u s in e s s  o f  l i f e . "  F r e n c h ,  E n g l i s h ,  m u s ic , d ra w in g , and  d a n c in g  
w e re  t h e  s u b j e c t s  h e  d e c re e d  h i s  d a u g h te r s  s h o u ld  s tu d y ,  and  
a p p a r e n t ly  t h i s  was th e  e x t e n t  o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  
e d u c a t io n  f o r  women.
J e f f e r s o n  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  one o f  h i s  m o s t v a lu a b le  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
to  h i s  co u n try m en  w as h i s  r o l e  i n  th e  fo u n d in g  o f  t h e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f
V i r g i n i a .  I n  e x h o r t i n g  C a b e l l  to  c o n t in u e  h i s  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  p r o ­
m o tio n  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  h e  a s k e d :
W hat s e r v i c e  c a n  we e v e r  r e n d e r  e q u a l  t o  t h i s ?  W hat
o b j e c t  o f  o u r  l i v e s  c a n  we p ro p o s e  so  im p o r ta n t?  W hat
i n t e r e s t  o f  o u r  own w h ic h  o u g h t n o t  to  b e  p o s tp o n e d  to  
t h i s ?  H e a l th ,  t im e , l a b o r ,  on w h a t i n  t h e  s i n g l e  l i f e  
w h ic h  n a t u r e  h a s  g iv e n  u s ,  can  th e s e  b e  b e t t e r  b e s to w e d
th a n  on t h i s  im m o rta l boon  to  o u r  c o u n try ?
And a s  t im e  p a s s e d ,  h e  becam e i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o n v in c e d  o f  t h e  p a ram o u n t
w o r th  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  n o t  o n ly  to  e n r i c h  th e  l i v e s  o f  h i s  f e l lo w
V ir g in i a n s  and  t o  o f f e r  an  exam ple  to  t h e  n a t i o n  a t  l a r g e ,  b u t  even
^ S c h a c h n e r ,  o £ . c i t . , I I ,  96 2 .
^ % o c k , o £ . c i t . , p p .  5 8 -5 9 .
^^N ye, oj>. c i t . , p .  168 .
S c h a c h n e r ,  0£ .  c i t . , I I ,  9 7 9 . J e f f e r s o n 's  d eep  c o n c e rn  f o r  
th e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  a  l e t t e r  h e  w ro te  M ad ison  l e s s  th a n  
f i v e  m onths b e f o r e  h i s  d e a th .  " I f  I  rem ove beyond  th e  r e a c h  o f  
a t t e n t i o n s  t o  th e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  o r  b ey o n d  th e  b o u rn e  o f  l i f e  i t s e l f ,  a s  
so o n  I  m u s t,  i t  i s  a  c o m fo r t  t o  le a v e  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n  u n d e r  y o u r  
c a r e  . . . ."  And to  h i s  o ld  f r i e n d  and  lo y a l  c o -w o rk e r ,  h e  ad d ed : 
"To m y s e l f  you  h a v e  b e e n  a  p i l l a r  o f  s u p p o r t  th ro u g h  l i f e .  T ake 
c a r e  o f  me when d e a d , and  b e  a s s u r e d  t h a t  I  s h a l l  l e a v e  w i th  you my 
l a s t  a f f e c t i o n s . "  Koch and  P ed en , p .  728 .
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  young men o f  th e  S o u th  from  th e  " l e s s o n s  o f  a n t i -
... . . 1,68Mrs s o u n a n i s m .
T he U n iv e r s i t y  s to o d  a s  a  monument t o  J e f f e r s o n 's  g e n iu s  i n
m ore ways th a n  o n e . I t s  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  w h ic h  i s  u n iq u e  i n  c l a s s i c a l
b e a u ty  among A m erican  e d u c a t io n a l  c o m p le x e s , i s  a  t r i b u t e  to  one
69a s p e c t  o f  h i s  g e n i u s . B ut i t  w as i n  o t h e r  ways t h a t  h i s  c o n t r i b u ­
t i o n  was t o  b e  even  m ore im p r e s s iv e ,  f o r  i t  w as h e r e  t h a t  h i s  e d u ­
c a t i o n a l  t h e o r i e s  w e re  t e s t e d .  The U n iv e r s i t y  r e p r e s e n t e d  " th e  m ost 
r a d i c a l  e x p e r im e n t"  i n  e a r l y  A m erican  e d u c a t io n :  i t  " r e q u i r e d  no
s ta n d a r d i z e d  e n t r a n c e  r e q u i r e m e n ts ,  no f i x e d  p e r io d  o f  r e s id e n c e ,  
and  a l lo w e d  a  s tu d e n t  to  g r a d u a te  when h e  h a d  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  com­
p l e t e d  h i s  w o r k . " ^  The e l e c t i v e  s y s te m  o r i g i n a t e d  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  
and  was w id e ly  a d o p te d  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  n a t i o n .  A lth o u g h  n in e  p u b l i c  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  w ere  fo u n d ed  b e f o r e  i t  w a s , i n  th e  p e r i o d  b e tw een  1825 
and 1860 i t  w as
one o f  t h e  few w h ic h  e n d e a v o re d  w i th  some s u c c e s s  to  be a  
u n i v e r s i t y  in  t h e  E u ro p ean  s e n s e  o f  t h a t  w ord . F u r th e rm o re ,
^ L ip s c o m b  and  B e rg h , XV, 3 1 0 -1 3 .
69 Exam ples o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  a r c h i t e c t u r e  may b e  found  i n  s e v e r a l  
s e c t i o n s  o f  th e  s t a t e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  U n iv e r s i t y  b u i l d i n g s ,  he  
d e s ig n e d  th e  C a p i to l  i n  Richmond and  num erous homes f o r  f r i e n d s  i n  th e  
C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  a r e a .  He i s  w id e ly  c o n s id e r e d  one o f  th e  f i n e s t  a r c h i ­
t e c t s  A m eric a  h a s  p ro d u c e d . S ee  P a d o v e r , J e f f e r s o n ,  p .  161; P e te r s o n ,  
o p . c i t . ,  p p .  3 8 0 -4 0 1 ; M alone , J e f f e r s o n  t h e  V i r g in i a n ,  p p . 1 4 3 -5 0 ; 
Lehm ann, o £ . c i t . , p p . 1 5 6 -8 8 ; B ow ers, o £ . c i t . , p p .  2 1 8 -2 2 , 3 7 2 -7 4 ; 
and e s p e c i a l l y  F is k e  K im b a l l 's  p r i v a t e l y - p r i n t e d  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , 
A r c h i t e c t  (B o s to n : n .  n . ,  1 9 1 6 ) . J e f f e r s o n  was a l s o  v i t a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d
i n  th e  f i n e  a r t s ,  and  h i s  r e v i s i o n  o f  th e  V i r g i n i a  c o d e  in c lu d e d  p r o ­
v i s io n s  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  s t a t e  a r t ’g a l l e r y  as  w e l l  a s  a  s t a t e  l i b r a r y .  
A b e rn e th y , p .  143.
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i t  s e t  th e  to n e  f o r  o th e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  . . . .  N ot o n ly  was 
th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ’ s  in f l u e n c e  th ro u g h o u t  th e  S o u th  
enorm ous i n  t h e s e  y e a r s ,  b u t  t h e  exam ple  o f  w h a t a  p u b l i c l y  
f in a n c e d  and  p u b l i c l y  m anaged i n s t i t u t i o n  c o u ld  a c c o m p lis h  
m u s t h a v e  a f f e c t e d  p o l i c y  i n  many o f  th e  n ew er s t a t e s  . . . .
One c o u ld  a lm o s t  s a y  t h a t  t h e  sh a p e  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  i n  
t h e  W est . . . w as l a r g e l y  f a s h io n e d  i n  V i r g i n i a .
O f i t ,  J e f f e r s o n  h im s e l f  w r o te :  " T h is  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  b e
b a s e d  on th e  i l l i m i t a b l e  f reed o m  o f  t h e  human m in d . F o r  h e r e  we a r e
n o t  a f r a i d  t o  f o l lo w  t r u t h  w h e re v e r  i t  may l e a d ,  n o r  to  t o l e r a t e  an y
72e r r o r  so  lo n g  a s  r e a s o n  i s  f r e e  to  com bat i t . "  T h is  e lo q u e n t  
s ta t e m e n t  m ig h t w e l l  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  in d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  
h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n .  I t  r e f l e c t s  one o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  m o st fam ous s t a t e ­
m e n ts :  " I  h a v e  sw orn  upon  th e  a l t a r  o f  God, e t e r n a l  h o s t i l i t y
73a g a i n s t  e v e ry  fo rm  o f  ty r a n n y  o v e r  th e  m ind o f  m an ."
The im p a c t o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  id e a s  on A m erican  e d u c a t io n  h a s  b e e n  
f a r - r e a c h i n g .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  r e v o lu ­
t i o n a r y  p r i n c i p l e s ,  was th i n k in g  l a r g e l y  i n  te rm s  o f  t h e  s t a t i c  
a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y  i n  w h ic h  h e  l i v e d ,  w i th  i t s  e s s e n t i a l l y  h i e r a r c h i c a l  
s t r u c t u r e .  W hat h e  w ish e d  to  in t r o d u c e  by  h i s  s c h o la r s h ip  sy s te m  
was a  h ig h e r  d e g re e  o f  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y .  He o b v io u s ly  assum ed  t h a t  
men i n  p o s i t i o n s  o f  p u b l i c  l e a d e r s h ip  m u st b e  w e l l  e d u c a te d ;  h e  
c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  f o r e s e e n  t h a t  com merce and  in d u s t r y  i n s t e a d  o f  e d u c a ­
t i o n  w ou ld  p r o v id e  t h e  av en u e s  o f  upw ard m o b i l i t y  i n  th e  n i n e t e e n t h  
and  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h a t  ev en  th e  s p o i l s  s y s te m  o f
71 C o n a n t, oj>. c i t . ,  p .  2 9 .
^ H o n e y w e l l ,  o £ . c i t . , p .  99 .
^ L ip sco m b  and Bergh, X, 175.
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J a c k s o n ia n  dem ocracy  w o u ld  d e c r e a s e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  e d u c a t io n  a s  a
74v e h i c l e  to  c a r r y  th e  t a l e n t e d  u p w ard .
B u t s i g n i f i c a n t  ch an g e s  h a d  o c c u r r e d  b y  th e  m id d le  o f  t h e
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  As C o n an t p o i n t s  o u t ,  " a  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e
r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  new te c h n o lo g y  to  m odem  s o c i e t y  and  m odem  w eapons"
h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  w id e s p re a d  u n d e r s ta n d in g  " t h a t  t h e  k in d  o f  w o r ld
i n  w h ic h  we l i v e  dem ands men and  women h ig h l y  e d u c a te d  i n  t h e  s o c i a l
75s c ie n c e s  and  t h e  h u m a n i t i e s ,"  and  e d u c a t io n  h a s  in d e e d  becom e a
p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  l e a d e r s h ip  and p u b l i c  s e r v i c e - - j u s t  a s  s c h o la r s h ip s
b a s e d  on a  s e l e c t i v e  s y s te m  h a v e  becom e a  p a r t  o f  th e  e d u c a t io n a l
a p p ro a c h . J e f f e r s o n 's  a s s u m p tio n  t h a t  o n ly  u n i v e r s i t y  g r a d u a te s
w o u ld  f i l l  p o s i t i o n s  o f  p u b l i c  l e a d e r s h ip  p ro v e d  f a l s e  f o r  a  c e n tu r y
an d  a  h a l f .  T he w h ee l h a s  now come a lm o s t  f u l l  c i r c l e .  "T o d ay , i n
a  som ew hat a l t e r e d  fo rm  and  f o r  r e a s o n s  J e f f e r s o n  n e v e r  c o u ld  h av e
s u s p e c te d ,  h i s ,  p re m ise  o n ce  a g a in  i s  v a l i d , " - - b e a r i n g  o u t  " t h e
s o c i o l o g i c a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s id e r a t i o n s  w h ic h  th e  a u th o r  o f  th e
D e c la r a t io n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e  had  i n  m ind i n  f o r m u la t in g  h i s  e d u c a -
76t i o n a l  p r o p o s a ls  . . . . "  T he U n ite d  S t a t e s  h a s  a l r e a d y  a c c e p te d  
h i s  f i r s t  two p r o p o s a l s ,  th o s e  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s t a t e  u n i v e r ­
s i t i e s  and o f  u n i v e r s a l  f r e e  s u b - c o l l e g i a t e  e d u c a t io n .  T h ro u g h  a  
g ro w in g  s c h o la r s h ip  sy s te m  and f r e e  p u b l i c  c o l l e g e s ,
^ C o n a n t ,  o £ .  c i t . , pp. 5 8 -6 0 .
75I b i d . ,  p .  61 .
7 6 x b i d . , pp . 6 1 -6 2 .
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we a r e  now b e g in n in g  t o  s e t  a s  o u r  g o a l  a n  e d u c a t io n a l  
s y s te m  th r o u g h  w h ic h  th e  f u t u r e  members o f  t h e  l e a r n e d  
p r o f e s s io n s  w i l l  b e  r e c r u i t e d  from  th e  a b l e  y o u th  
i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  f a m i ly  in c o m e . When we s h a l l  h av e  moved 
f u r t h e r  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  i n  w h ic h  we a r e  now h e a d e d , we 
s h a l l  h a v e  a t t a i n e d  an  e d u c a t io n a l  p o s t u r e  w h ich  i s  com­
p l e t e l y  J e f f e r s o n i a n . ^
S uch  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  p la n s  t o  e n l i g h t e n  th e  m inds o f
h i s  co u n try m en  an d  to  p r o v id e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a l l ,  a  l a b o r  to
w h ich  h e  g av e  some o f  th e  b e s t  e f f o r t s  o f  h i s  l i f e  and  w h ich  e n t i t l e
h im  to  b e  c a l l e d ,  i n  C o n a n t 's  w o rd s , " a n  e d u c a t io n a l  s ta te s m a n ,
78c l e a r l y  one o f  t h e  m ost o r i g i n a l  i n  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  w o r ld ."
^ I b i d . , p .  63 . 




O f th e  v a r io u s  b i l l s  J e f f e r s o n  p r e s e n te d  a s  a  r e v i s o r  o f  t h e  
V i r g i n i a  c o d e , h e  c o n s id e r e d  th e  b i l l  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e ­
dom h i s  g r e a t e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n ; ’*' and  o f  a l l  t h e  c o n t e s t s  i n  w h ic h  h e
engaged  d u r in g  h i s  lo n g  l i f e ,  h e  c o n s id e r e d  h i s  c h am p io n sh ip  o f
2
r e l i g i o u s  freed o m  th e  one fro m  w h ich  h e  s u f f e r e d  m o s t.  N e v e r th e le s s ,  
h e  p ro b a b ly  g a in e d  m ore f r i e n d s  th a n  h e  l o s t  i n  h i s  s t r u g g l e  to  o v e r ­
th ro w  r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m ,  f o r  t h e  d i s s e n t i n g  s e c t s  w e re  g r a t e ­
f u l  f o r  h i s  e f f o r t s .  M ost o f  th e  a t t a c k s  fro m  w h ich  h e  s u f f e r e d  i n  
l a t e r  l i f e  h e  r e g a rd e d  as  com ing from  t h e  c l e r g y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  from  
th o s e  w hose c h u rc h e s  w ere  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s t a t e  g o v ern m en ts  
o r  who w e re  o th e r w is e  moved b y  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  T he i n t e n ­
s i t y  and  d u r a t i o n  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  c o n t r o v e r s y  gave  h im  r e a s o n  to
c o n s id e r  i t  s e v e r e ,  f o r  t h i s  c o n t r o v e r s y  p e r s i s t e d  th ro u g h o u t  h i s
3
l i f e ,  and  in d e e d ,  p u rs u e d  h im  beyond  th e  g r a v e .
H is  A c t f o r  E s t a b l i s h i n g  R e l ig io u s  F reedom , o f f e r e d  to  th e  
A ssem bly  i n  1779 b u t  n o t  p a s s e d  u n t i l  1786, i s  an  e lo q u e n t  s ta t e m e n t  
o f  h i s  v iew s o f  r e l i g i o n  and  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T he p re a m b le
% a lo n e ,  J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g in i a n ,  p .  2 7 3 .
^ F o rd , W r i t in g s ,  I ,  53 .
^M alone, J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g in i a n ,  p .  2 7 4 .
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t o  th e  b i l l  opens w i th  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  " t h a t  A lm ig h ty  God h a th
c r e a t e d  t h e  m ind f r e e , " ^  th e n  p ro c e e d s  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  s in c e  God d id
n o t  c o e r c e  H is  c r e a t u r e s  t o  fo l lo w  Him , no " l e g i s l a t o r s  o r  r u l e r s ,
c i v i l  a s  w e l l  a s  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  . . . s e t t i n g  up t h e i r  own o p in io n s
and  modes o f  t h i n k in g  as  t h e  o n ly  t r u e  and  i n f a l l i b l e , "  h ad  a  r i g h t
to  f o r c e  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  o b s e rv a n c e s ,  in c lu d in g  t h e  s u p p o r t
o f  c l e r g y ,  by  m eans o f  " te m p o r a l  p u n ish m e n ts  o r  b u rd e n s ,  o r  b y  c i v i l
i n c a p a c i t a t i o n s . "  To do so  w as to  d en y  man h i s  " n a t u r a l  r i g h t ; "  and
" t o  a l lo w  t h e  c i v i l  m a g i s t r a t e  to  i n t r u d e  h i s  pow er in t o  t h e  f i e l d  o f
o p in io n "  w as " a  d a n g e ro u s  f a l l a c y ,  w h ic h  . . . d e s t r o y s  a l l  r e l i g i o u s
l i b e r t y  . . . an d  f i n a l l y ,  t h a t  t r u t h  i s  g r e a t  and  w i l l  p r e v a i l  i f
l e f t  to  h e r s e l f  . . . u n le s s  d isa rm e d  o f  h e r  n a t u r a l  w eap o n s, f r e e
5
a rg u e m e n t an d  d e b a te  . . .
T h e r e f o r e ,  "no man s h a l l  be  c o m p e lle d  t o  f r e q u e n t  o r  s u p p o r t  
an y  r e l i g i o u s  w o rs h ip ,  p l a c e  o r  m i n i s t r y  w h a ts o e v e r ,"  n o r  s h a l l  any  
b e  " e n f o r c e d ,  r e s t r a i n e d ,  o r  b u r th e n e d  . . .  on a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  
r e l i g i o u s  o p in io n s  . . . t h e  r i g h t s  h e r e b y  a s s e r t e d  a r e  t h e  n a t u r a l  
r i g h t s  o f  m a n k in d ,"  and a n y  law  h o ld in g  o th e rw is e  i s  " a n  in f r in g e m e n t  
o f  n a t u r a l  r i g h t .
J e f f e r s o n  becam e t h e  sym bol o f  co m p le te  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  a s  
a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  e n d e a v o r .  To some h e  w as a  p r o p h e t ;  to  
o th e r s  h e  w as a  d a n g e ro u s  f r e e - t h i n k e r ;  and to  s t i l l  o th e r s  h e  w as a
^L ipscom b and B e rg h , I I ,  3 0 0 . 
5I b i d . ,  I I ,  3 0 1 -2 .
6I b i d . ,  I I ,  3 0 2 -3 .
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d e s p ic a b le  i n f i d e l .  He h im s e l f  r e g a rd e d  r e l i g i o n  as  a  s t r i c t l y  
p r i v a t e  a f f a i r ,  and  a l th o u g h  h e  r e t a i n e d  th r o u g h o u t  l i f e  a  p ro fo u n d  
b e l i e f  i n  t h e  m o ra l f o u n d a t io n s  o f  th e  u n i v e r s e ,  h e  h ad  no p a t i e n c e  
w i t h  m an-m ade e c c l e s i a s t i c i s m  and  dogm as. He f e l t  t h a t  e v e r y  man 
h a d  a  r i g h t  t o  h i s  own ju d g m en t i n  m a t t e r s  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  and  t h a t  t h i s  
w as no c o n c e rn  o f  o t h e r s ,  a s  m o s t a s s u r e d ly  i t  w as no c o n c e rn  o f  th e  
s t a t e .
I t  c a n n o t b e  d o u b te d  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n 's  g r e a t e s t  o b j e c t i v e  was 
t o  f r e e  men from  o p p r e s s io n ,  w h e th e r  from  k in g s  o r  t y r a n t s  o r  p r i e s t s ,  
an d  i n  a l l  t h a t  h e  w r o te  on th e  s u b j e c t  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  t h i s  c o n c e rn  f o r  
freed o m  and  in d e p e n d e n c e  i s  a p p a r e n t .  " I  n e v e r  w i l l ,  by  my w o rd  o r  
a c t ,  bow t o  th e  s h r i n e  o f  i n t o l e r a n c e ,  o r  a d m it a  r i g h t  o f  i n q u i r y  
i n t o  th e  r e l i g i o u s  j.dp in io n s  o f  o t h e r s , "  h e  w r o te .  "On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  
we a r e  b o u n d , y o u , I ,  and  e v e ry o n e , t o  make common c a u s e ,  e v e n  w i th
7e r r o r  i t s e l f ,  t o  m a in ta in  t h e  common r i g h t  o f  freed o m  o f  c o n s c ie n c e ."
J e f f e r s o n  w as e x t re m e ly  r e t i c e n t  a b o u t h i s  own b e l i e f s ,  and 
h e  seem ed d e te rm in e d  n o t  t o  in f l u e n c e  o t h e r s  b y  h i s  t h i n k in g  i n  th e  
m a t t e r  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  in c lu d in g  members o f  h i s  own h o u s e h o ld .  H is  
g ra n d so n  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i f  a  member o f  t h e  f a m i ly  a s k e d  h i s  o p in io n  
on  an y  r e l i g i o u s  s u b j e c t ,  J e f f e r s o n  a lw ay s r e p l i e d  t h a t  " i t  w as a  
s u b j e c t  w h ic h  e a c h  w as bound  to  s tu d y  a s s id u o u s ly  f o r  h im s e l f  . . . 
t h a t  i t  w as a  m a t t e r  s o l e l y  o f  c o n s c ie n c e  . . . t h a t  t h e  e x p r e s s io n
g
o f  h i s  o p in io n  m ig h t i n f l u e n c e  t h e i r s ,  and  h e  w ou ld  n o t  g iv e  i t ! "
7I b i d . ,  X, 3 78 .
8R a n d a l l ,  0£ .  c i t . ,  I l l ,  672 .
As t im e  w en t on  and  a s  h e  w as draw n m ore and  m ore i n t o  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  
h e  b e g a n  t o  e x p re s s  h i s  id e a s  on  m a t t e r s  o f  r e l i g i o n  fro m  tim e  to  
t im e ;  and  t h e s e  e x p r e s s io n s ,  ta k e n  as  a  w h o le , p r o v id e  i n s i g h t  in t o  
h i s  c o n c e p ts  o f  r e l i g i o n  and  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T h a t  h e  was a  
f r e e - t h i n k e r  i s  o b v io u s ; h o w e v e r, h e  was a l s o  a  f r e q u e n t  a t t e n d e r  a t  
r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s ,  h i s  c h i l d r e n  w e re  b a p t i z e d  i n t o  t h e  A n g lic a n  
c h u rc h  and  m a r r ie d  a c c o r d in g  t o  i t s  c e re m o n ie s  a s  h e  w a s , and  members 
o f  h i s  f a m i ly  and  h e  h im s e l f  w e re  b u r ie d  a c c o rd in g  to  i t s  r i t e s .  
F u r th e rm o re ,  h e  c o n t r i b u t e d  l i b e r a l l y  to  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  c h u rc h e s  and 
c l e r g y .  B e l i e f  and  p r a c t i c e  th u s  a p p e a r  to  c o n t r a d i c t  e a c h  o t h e r ,  
and  h e r e  a s  e l s e w h e r e ,  J e f f e r s o n  th e  man i s  n o t  e a s y  t o  u n d e r s ta n d .
J e f f e r s o n 's  p o s i t i o n - - t h a t  r e l i g i o n  w as a  p r i v a t e  m a t t e r  and  
t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  s h o u ld  n e i t h e r  s u p p o r t  n o r  o p p o se  any  p a r t i c u l a r  c h u rc h  
o r  d o c t r i n e - - i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  tim e  becam e th e  o f f i c i a l  A m erican  
p o s i t i o n .  B u t i n  h i s  own d a y , th e  b a t t l e  h ad  n o t  b e e n  c o m p le te ly  w on, 
i n  V i r g i n i a  o r  e l s e w h e r e .  W ith o u t t h e  r i s e  o f  th e  d i s s e n t i n g  s e c t s - -  
P r e s b y t e r i a n s , B a p t i s t s  and  M e th o d i s t s —J e f f e r s o n 's  b i l l  f o r  e s t a b -
Q
l i s h i n g  r e l i g i o u s  freed o m  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  p a s s e d  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .
T h e se  s e c t s  c o m p la in e d  t h a t  t h e  E s t a b l i s h e d  C hurch  r e s t r i c t e d  t h e i r  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  and  t h a t  t h e  A n g lic a n  c l e r g y  w e re  c o ld ,  fo rm a l and  o f t e n  
u n f a i t h f u l .  T h is  l a t t e r  c h a rg e  d id  n o t  im p re ss  J e f f e r s o n ,  a  man 
w hose h ig h  m o ra l code  was r e c o g n iz e d  by  a l l  who knew h im ; th e  
a l l e g e d  i n f i d e l i t y  o f  t h e  A n g lic a n  c l e r g y  d id  n o t  a la rm  a  d i s c i p l e
q
S ee  H. J .  E c k e n ro d e , S e p a r a t io n  o f  C hurch  and  S t a t e  i n  
V i r g i n i a  (R ichm ond: V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y ,  1 9 1 6 ), c h a p . 3 .
216
o f  t h e  E n lig h te n m e n t who r e f u s e d  ev en  to  a d m it t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  
t e r m . ^
I t  w as o t h e r  m a t t e r s  t h a t  b o th e r e d  J e f f e r s o n  a b o u t  th e
E s t a b l i s h e d  C h u rch , and  th e s e  w e re  m a t t e r s  o f  freed o m  o f  c o n s c ie n c e
an d  b e l i e f .  T he h i s t o r y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  p e r s e c u t i o n  i n . V i r g i n i a  w en t
b a c k  to  t h e  e a r l i e s t  d ay s o f  t h e  c o lo n y .  U nder t h e  b r u t a l  and b lo o d y
D a le  Code o f  e a r l y  c o l o n i a l  t im e s ,  a  b la s p h e m e r  w as t h r u s t  th ro u g h
t h e  to n g u e  w i th  a  b o d k in ;  a  p e r s o n  who f a i l e d  t o  o b s e rv e  t h e  S a b b a th
w as w h ip p ed ; th o s e  who e x p re s s e d  d o u b ts  a b o u t t h e  T r i n i t y  w ere  p u t  
11t o  d e a th .  When t h e  d i s s e n t i n g  s e c t s  f i r s t  a p p e a re d ,  th e y  w ere  p r o ­
h i b i t e d  fro m  f o l lo w in g  t h e i r  f a i t h  an d  form s o f  w o r s h ip .  T h o se  who 
f a i l e d  to  a t t e n d  t h e  E s t a b l i s h e d  C h u rch  on Sunday c o u ld  b e  f in e d  
f i f t y  p o u n d s ; and  i n  e v e ry  p a r i s h  t h e  p e o p le ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  
f a i t h ,  w e re  r e q u i r e d  t o  f u r n i s h  a  h o u se  and tw o h u n d re d  a c r e s  o f  
g le b e  la n d  t o  th e  A n g lic a n  c le rg y m a n  i n  c h a rg e  o f  t h e  p a r i s h .  The
s e l f - p e r p e t u a t i n g  p a r i s h  v e s t r i e s  h e ld  a u t o c r a t i c  p o w e rs , t h e  v e s t r y -
12men b e in g  members o f  t h e  sam e o l i g a r c h y  who c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  s t a t e .
A lth o u g h  th e  s t a t e  w as o f t e n  l a x  i n  e n f o r c in g  t h e  r u l e s  
r e q u i r i n g  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  th e  E s t a b l i s h e d  C hurch  and 
t h e r e  was a  som ew hat c a v a l i e r  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  th e  v a r io u s  law s r e g a r d -  , 
in g  r e l i g i o n  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e y  w ere  s t i l l  la w s . And p e r s e c u t io n  o f  t h e
■ ^ E d w a r d  L ew is G oodw in, The C o lo n ia l  C hurch  i n  V i r g in i a  
(M ilw aukee and  London: M orehouse  P u b l i s h in g  C o. and A , R. Mowbray
and  C o .,  1 9 2 7 ) , p p .  9 2 -9 4 .
11E ckenrode, o p . c i t . ,  p .  6 .
^ I b i d . , p . 14 .
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P r e s b y te r i a n s  and  B a p t i s t s  was a  r e a l i t y .  T he  g e n t r y  d id  n o t  t a k e  l i g h t ­
l y  th e  c h a l le n g e  t o  t h e i r  pow er b y  th e  d i s s e n t e r s ,  an d  th e  a r r e s t  and
im p riso n m e n t o f  B a p t i s t s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  " t h e  s to rm  t r o o p s  o f  dem ocracy
13i n  V i r g i n i a ,  becam e a  f a v o r i t e  o u td o o r  s p o r t . "  Jam es M ad iso n , a s  a
s tu d e n t  a t  home on v a c a t io n  fro m  P r in c e t o n ,  w ro te  a  f r i e n d  t h e r e :
1 w a n t a g a in  t o  b r e a t h e  y o u r  f r e e  a i r .  I  h a v e , in d e e d ,  a s  good 
an  a tm o sp h e re  a t  home as t h e  c l im a te  w i l l  a l lo w , b u t  h a v e  n o th in g  
t o  b r a g  o f  a s  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  l i b e r t y  i n  my c o u n t ry  . . . .  T h a t 
d i a b o l i c a l ,  h e l l - c o n c e i v e d  p r i n c i p l e  o f  p e r s e c u t i o n  r a g e s  among 
som e; a n d , t o  t h e i r  e t e r n a l  in fa m y , t h e  c l e r g y  c a n  f u r n i s h  t h e i r  
q u o ta  o f  im ps f o r  su c h  p u rp o s e s  . . . .
J e f f e r s o n  h im s e l f  no d o u b t w i tn e s s e d  some o f  t h e s e  p e r s e c u t io n s  
and  w as u n d o u b te d ly  aw are  t h a t  h i s  f e l lo w  r e v i s o r ,  Edmund P e n d le to n ,  as 
m a g i s t r a t e  o f  C a r o l in e  C o u n ty , h a d  c a s t  s i x  B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r s  i n t o  j a i l
f o r  p r e a c h in g  w i th o u t  a  l i c e n s e  and  d i s t u r b i n g  th e  p e a c e —an  e x tre m e ly
7" 15common p r a c t i c e  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d .
J e f f e r s o n 's  i n t e r e s t s  i n  r e l i g i o n  w e n t b a c k  to  h i s  s t u d e n t  d a y s .
I n  h i s  Commonplace Book h e  c o p ie d  num erous p a s s a g e s  o n  th e  s u b j e c t  from
L o ck e , B o lin g b ro k e ,  and  M o n te sq u ie u . He w as p a r t i c u l a r l y  im p re s se d
by  M o n te s q u ie u 's  c o n t e n t io n  t h a t  "no c h u rc h  i s  bound b y  th e  d u ty  o f
t o l e r a t i o n  to  r e t a i n  w i th i n  h e r  bosom  o b s t i n a t e  o f f e n d e r s  a g a i n s t
h e r  la w s ,"  y e t  "we h a v e  no r i g h t  t o  p r e j u d i c e  a n o th e r  i n  h i s  c i v i l
16e n jo y m en t b e c a u s e  h e  i s  o f  a n o th e r  c h u r c h ."  J e f f e r s o n 's  c h i e f  
o b j e c t i o n  to  M o n te sq u ie u  was b a s e d  on th e  l a t t e r ' s  a d v o c a c y  o f  th e
E s ta b l i s h e d  C hurch  i n  E ng land  a s  "g o v e rn m en t by a  p r e s b y te r y  w h ic h
17re s e m b le s  r e p u b l i c a n  g o v e rn m e n t."  J e f f e r s o n  saw t h i s  as l e a d in g  to
•^B o w ers , o £ .  c i t . , p .  197 .
14I b i d . ,  p .  198 . 
l ^ i b i d . , p p .  1 9 8 -9 9 .
16I b i d . ,  p .  2 0 0 .
17I b i d . ,  p .  199.
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r e l i g i o u s  p e r s e c u t i o n  and  ty r a n n y ,  an d  n o te d  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  i s  a  m a t te r  
o f  f a i t h  and  t h a t  e a c h  man m ust b e  f r e e  to  ch o o se  h i s  own.
A f t e r  J e f f e r s o n  to o k  H is  s e a t  i n  th e  H ouse o f  B u rg e s s e s  and 
em erged  a s  a  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  movement f o r  in d e p e n d e n c e  from  E n g la n d , 
h i s  i n t e r e s t s  i n  r e l i g i o u s  freed o m  becam e a  c o m p e ll in g  c o n c e rn  and 
h e  b e g a n  to  w ork f o r  t h e  d i s e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  A n g lic a n  C h u rc h . I n  
t h i s  h e  w as s u p p o r te d  by  t h e  d i s s e n t e r s ,  who fo rw a rd e d  num erous p e t i ­
t i o n s  t o  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  dem anding t h a t  in d e p e n d e n c e  b e  e x te n d e d  to  
r e l i g i o u s  m a t t e r s .  T h o se  on  th e  f r o n t i e r ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  w e re  v o c a l  
and i n s i s t e n t  i n  t h e i r  dem ands, e s p e c i a l l y  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n s  and 
B a p t i s t s .  B ut i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h e s e  p e t i t i o n s  r a n  up a g a i n s t  th e  
s to n e  w a l l  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  b y  th e  g e n t r y .  S lo w ly , h o w ev er, J e f f e r s o n  
drew s u p p o r te r s  t o  h i s  s i d e - - n o t a b l y  Jam es M ad ison  and  G eorge  M ason, 
w hose V i r g i n i a  D e c la r a t i o n  o f  R ig h ts  c a l l i n g  i n  g e n e r a l  te rm s  f o r  
r e l i g i o u s  t o l e r a t i o n  and  freed o m  h a d  won p a s s a g e  i n  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  
"When a t  l a s t ,  h o w e v e r, J e f f e r s o n  p r e s e n te d  h i s  A c t f o r  E s t a b l i s h in g  
R e l ig io u s  F reedom , h e  fo u n d  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  s t i l l  r e s i s t e d ,  and
i t  w as s e v e n  y e a r s  b e f o r e  th e  b a t t l e  w as w o n --a  b a t t l e  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n
18c a l l e d  t h e  m o st b i t t e r  o f  h i s  l i f e .
I n  th e  N o te s  on V i r g i n i a , h e  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d  th e  im p o r ta n c e  
he  p la c e d  on  c o m p le te  r e l i g i o u s  f re e d o m . S u rv e y in g  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  
b a c k g ro u n d , h e  p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  Q u a k e rs  com ing t o  V i r g in i a  i n  s e a rc h  
o f  c i v i l  and  r e l i g i o u s  freed o m  fo u n d  t h a t  i t  e x i s t e d  o n ly  f o r  members 
o f  " t h e  r e ig n i n g  s e c t , "  w h ic h  h ad  m ade i t  a  p e n a l  o f f e n s e  f o r  p a r e n t s
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t o  r e f u s e  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  b a p t i z e d ;  h a d  p r o h i b i t e d  Q u ak ers  
fro m  a s s e m b lin g ;  and h a d  made i t  a  c rim e  f o r  s h ip m a s te r s  t o  b r i n g
O'
Q u ak e rs  i n t o  t h e  s t a t e .  The law  a l s o  p r o v id e d  t h a t  Q u ak ers  a l r e a d y  
i n  V i r g i n i a  c o u ld  b e  im p r is o n e d  u n t i l  th e y  a g re e d  to  l e a v e ,  an d  t h a t  
i f  th e y  r e t u r n e d ,  th e y  sh o u ld  b e  p u n is h e d - - b y  d e a th  f o r  th e  t h i r d  
s u c h  o f f e n s e .
Y e t t h e  num ber o f  d i s s e n t e r s  c o n t in u e d  to  g row , and b y  t h e  
o u tb r e a k  o f  t h e  R e v o lu t io n  th e y  c o m p rise d  tw o - th i r d s  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  
o f  t h e  s t a t e .  F . i n a l ly ,  i n  1776 t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e p e a le d  a l l  a c t s  o f  
P a r l i a m e n t  w h ic h  made in d e p e n d e n t o p in io n  i n  m a t te r s  o f  r e l i g i o n  a 
c r im in a l  o f f e n s e ,  in c lu d in g  th e  common law  p r o v i s io n  t h a t  h e r e s y  was 
a  c a p i t a l  c r im e  p u n is h a b le  by  b u r n in g  a t  t h e  s t a k e .  Y e t th e  V i r g i n i a  
law s re m a in e d  u n ch an g e d . T hey p ro v id e d  t h a t  d e n i a l  o f  th e  T r i n i t y  
w as a  c r im e  p u n is h a b le  on  th e  f i r s t  o f f e n s e  b y  in c a p a c i t y  t o  h o ld  any 
o f f i c e  o r  em ploym ent, c i v i l ,  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l ,  o r  m i l i t a r y ;  on t h e  
se c o n d  o f f e n s e  b y  d i s a b i l i t y  t o  s u e ,  r e c e i v e  a  g i f t  o r  le g a c y ,  b e  a 
g u a r d ia n ,  e x e c u to r  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  and b y  t h r e e  y e a r s 1 im p r is o n ­
m en t w i th o u t  b a i l .
T h e s e ,  J e f f e r s o n  d e c l a r e d ,  w ere  u n j u s t  e x te n s io n s  o f  t h e  
r i g h t s  o f  g o v e rn m e n t, w hose l e g i t i m a t e  p o w ers  e x te n d e d  o n ly  " t o  su c h  
a c t s  a s  a r e  i n j u r i o u s  to  o t h e r s .  B u t i t  d o e s  me no i n j u r y  f o r  my
n e ig h b o r  to  s a y  t h e r e  a r e  tw e n ty  g o d s , o r  n o  go d . I t  n e i t h e r  p ic k s
19my p o c k e t  n o r  b re a k s  my l e g . "  T h e r e f o r e ,  p r i v a t e  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  
s h o u ld  b e  o f  no c o n c e rn  to  th e  law  o r  t h e  s t a t e ,  and  even  th e
•^Lipscomb and Bergh, I I ,  221 .
r e q u ir e m e n t  o f  a  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  r e l i g i o n  fro m  w i tn e s s e s  i n  l e g a l  
c a s e s  s h o u ld  b e  a b o l i s h e d ;  f o r  " i f  i t  b e  s a id "  t h e i r  te s t im o n y  " c a n ­
n o t  b e  r e l i e d  o n , r e j e c t  i t  th e n  . . . .  C o n s t r a i n t  may m ake" a  man
"w o rse  b y  m aking  h im  a  h y p o c r i t e ,  b u t  i t  w i l l  n e v e r  make h im  a  t r u e r  
20m an ."  R easo n  and  f r e e  i n q u i r y  a lo n e  a r e  th e  e f f e c t i v e  a g e n ts
a g a i n s t  e r r o r ,  n o t  g o v e rn m e n t. "Was i t  n o t  th e  g o v ern m e n t w h ic h
f o r c e d  G a l i l e o  t o  r e c a n t?  R eason  h ad  e s t a b l i s h e d  " t h e  N ew to n ian
p r i n c i p l e  o f  g r a v i a t i o n "  f a r  m ore e f f e c t i v e l y  th a n  g o v ern m en t f i a t
c o u ld  h a v e ,  J e f f e r s o n  t h e  E n lig h te n m e n t spokesm an o f  d e i s t i c  c o n v ic t io n s
d e c l a r e d .  " I t  i s  e r r o r  a lo n e  w h ic h  n e e d s  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  g o v e rn m e n t.
21T r u th  c a n  s t a n d  by  i t s e l f . "
I f  o p in io n  i s  t o  b e  s u b je c t e d  to  c o e r c io n ,  who w i l l  b e  th e
i n q u i s i t o r s ?  A l l  men a r e  f a l l i b l e .  "And why s u b j e c t  i t  t o  c o e rc io n ?
22To p ro d u c e  u n i f o r m i ty .  B u t i s  u n i f o r m i ty  o f  o p in io n  d e s i r a b l e ? "
P e r f e c t  c o n se n su s  J e f f e r s o n  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  n e i t h e r  d e s i r a b l e  n o r
p o s s i b l e .  v.
M i l l io n s  o f  in n o c e n t  m en, women, and  c h i l d r e n ,  s i n c e  th e  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  h a v e  b e e n  b u r n t ,  t o r t u r e d ,  
f i n e d ,  im p r is o n e d ; y e t  we h a v e  n o t  ad v an ced  one in c h  to w a rd  
u n i f o r m i ty  . . . .  L e t  u s  r e f l e c t  t h a t  th e  e a r t h  i s  i n h a b i t e d  
b y  a  th o u s a n d  m i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p le .  T h a t  t h e s e  p r o f e s s  p r o b a b ly
20I b i d .
2 l i b i d . ,  I I ,  2 22 .
22I b i d . , I I ,  2 2 3 . J e f f e r s o n  c l e a r l y  a g re e d  w i t h  t h e  S o c r a t i c  
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p in io n  le a d s  to  i n q u i r y ,  and  in q u i r y  to  
t r u t h .  F u r th e rm o re ,  h e  s o u g h t t o  b a la n c e  c o n f l i c t  and  c o n s e n s u s ,  a  
t a s k  to  w h ic h  m odem  s o c i a l  t h e o r i s t s  c o n t in u e  to  a p p ly  t h e i r  
e f f o r t s ,  a l th o u g h  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  no g e n e r a l  t h e o r e t i c a l  a g re e m e n t 
i n  t h i s  a r e a .
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a  th o u s a n d  d i f f e r e n t  sy s te m s  o f  r e l i g i o n .  T h a t  o u rs  i s  
b u t  one o f  t h a t  th o u s a n d .23
And i f  o u r  r e l i g i o n  i s  t h e  t r u e  o n e , f r e e  i n q u i r y  w i l l  c o n f irm  i t .  
R e l ig io u s  d i s p u t e s  le a d  t o  d is s e n s u s  and w eaken  a  s o c i e t y ;  t h e  way to  
s i l e n c e  s u c h  d i s p u te s  " i s  to  t a k e  no n o t i c e  o f  them " by  e l im i n a t in g  
r e l i g i o u s  m a t t e r s  c o m p le te ly  from  t h e  c o n c e rn s  o f  t h e  law .
W h ile  i t  was t r u e ,  J e f f e r s o n  s a i d ,  t h a t  i n  h i s  day  th e  p e o p le  
o f  V i r g i n i a  w o u ld  n o t  " s u f f e r  an  e x e c u t io n  f o r  h e r e s y ,  o r  t h r e e  y e a r s '  
im p riso n m e n t f o r  n o t  co m p re h en d in g  th e  T r i n i t y , "  t h e  p e o p le  m ig h t n o t  
a lw ay s  so  r e s t r a i n  th e  g o v e rn m e n t. T he s p i r i t  o f  t h e  t im e s  m ig h t 
a l ^ e r ,  in d e e d  i t  w ould  a l t e r .  "O ur r u l e r s  w i l l  becom e c o r r u p t ,  o u r  
p e o p le  c a r e l e s s  . . . .  From  th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  t h i s  w a r we s h a l l  b e  
g o in g  down h i l l . "  When th e  t h r e a t  o f  w ar h a s  b e e n  rem oved , th e  u n i t y  
and  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y  w i l l  w eak en . P e o p le  " w i l l  f o r g e t  them ­
s e l v e s ,  b u t  i n  th e  s o l e  f a c u l t y  o f  m aking  money . . . ."  T h e r e f o r e ,  
" t h e  t im e  f o r  f i x i n g  e v e ry  e s s e n t i a l  r i g h t  on  a  l e g a l  b a s i s  i s  w h i le  
o u r  r u l e r s  a r e  h o n e s t ,  and  o u r s e lv e s  u n i t e d  . . . .  The s h a c k le s  . . .
w h ic h  s h a l l  n o t  b e  k n o ck ed  o f f  a t  th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  t h i s  w a r ,  w i l l
24
re m a in  w i th  u s  lo n g  . . . ."
I t  i s  c l e a r  fro m  th e s e  comments i n  th e  N o te s  on V i r g i n i a  t h a t  
J e f f e r s o n 's  g r e a t e s t  c o n c e rn  was f o r  l i b e r t y  and  freed o m , i n  r e l i g i o n  
a s  i n  a l l  o t h e r  fo rm s o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b e h a v io r .  A nd, f i n a l l y ,  w hen 
h i s  b i l l  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  freed o m  w as p a s s e d ,  h e  f e l t  g r e a t  p r i d e  i n  t h e  
r e s u l t s  o f  h i s  lo n g  an d  a rd u o u s  e f f o r t s .  To M ad ison  h e  w ro te  from
23I b i d .
24I b i d . ,  I I ,  2 2 4 -2 5 .
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P a r i s  i n  1786 a f t e r  th e  b i l l  h ad  becom e law :
T he V i r g i n i a  a c t  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  f re e d o m  h a s  b e e n  
r e c e iv e d  w i th  i n f i n i t e  a p p r o b a t io n  i n  E u ro p e  & p r o p a ­
g a t e d  w i th  e n th u s ia s m . I  do n o t  m ean b y  t h e  g o v ern m en ts ;, 
b u t  b y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h ic h  com pose th em . I t  h a s  b e e n  
t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  F re n c h  & I t a l i a n ,  h a s  b e e n  s e n t  t o  m o s t 
o f  t h e  c o u r t s  o f  E u ro p e , & h a s  b e e n  t h e  b e s t  e v id e n c e  o f  
t h e  f a l s e h o o d  o f  t h o s e  r e p o r t s  w h ic h  s t a t e d  u s  to  b e  i n  
a n a r c h y .  I t  i s  i n s e r t e d  i n  t h e  new E n c y c lo p e d ie ,  & i s  
a p p e a r in g  i n  m o st o f  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  r e s p e c t i n g  A m e ric a .
I n  f a c t  i t  i s  c o m f o r ta b le  t o  s e e  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  r e a s o n  a t  
l e n g t h  e r e c t e d ,  a f t e r  so  many a g e s  d u r in g  w h ic h  t h e  human 
m ind  h a s  b e e n  h e ld  i n  v a s s a l a g e  b y  k i n g s ,  p r i e s t s  & n o b le s :  
an d  i t  i s  h o n o r a b le  fo r -  u s  t o  h a v e  p ro d u c e d  t h e  f i r s t  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  who h a d  t h e  c o u ra g e  t o  d e c l a r e  t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  o f  man 
may b e  t r u s t e d  w i th  t h e  f o r m a t io n  o f  h i s  own o p in io n s .25
T he a t t e n t i o n  w h ic h  t h i s  s t a t u t e  r e c e iv e d  a b ro a d  w as i n  p a r t  
t h e  r e s u l t  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  own e f f o r t s ;  h e  h a d  i t  p r i n t e d  and  c i r c u ­
l a t e d  a s  w id e ly  a s  p o s s i b l e .  I t  m u s t n o t  b e  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  h e  r a n k e d  
t h i s  a c h ie v e m e n t n e x t  i n  im p o r ta n c e  t o  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  In d e p e n -
96d e n c e ,  f o r  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i n  b o th  h e  h ad  sp o k e n  f o r  t h e  human r a c e .
T he V i r g i n i a  b i l l  was a  p r o c la m a t io n  o f  b o th  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and  r e l i g i o u s
in d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  th e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  and  a s  s u c h  p e rh a p s  d e s e r v e s  th e
im p o r ta n c e  J e f f e r s o n  a t t r i b u t e d  to  i t .  I t  w a s , f u r th e r m o r e ,  an
e x p r e s s io n  o f  t h e  v a lu e s  m o s t d e a r  t o  h im , f o r ,  a s  C h a r le s  B e a rd  s a y s ,
" o v e r  a n d  a b o v e , th r o u g h ,  i n ,  and  u n d e r  a l l  o f  M r. J e f f e r s o n 's
th o u g h t  . . . w as h i s  f a i t h  i n  l i b e r t y  o f  i n q u i r y ,  th o u g h t  and
27e x p r e s s io n  . . . And t h e  im p a c t o f  t h i s  b i l l  was f e l t  n o t  o n ly
25]joyd , X , 6 0 3 -4 .
2^M alone , J e f f e r s o n  t h e  V i r g i n i a n , p .  2 8 0 .
2^"Thom as J e f f e r s o n :  A C i v i l i z e d  M an ,"  T he M i s s i s s i p p i
V a l le y  H i s t o r i c a l  R ev iew , XXX (S e p te m b e r , 1 9 4 3 ) ,  16 8 .
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i n  A m eric a , b u t  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  w as o f  m onum ental p r o p o r t i o n s  i n  t h e
p r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m ovem ent i n  F r a n c e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  E urope 
28g e n e r a l l y .  I t  i s  p e rh a p s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  c o n s id e r e d  
h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  a c h ie v e  r e l i g i o u s  freed o m  f o r  m ank ind  o f  l i k e  im p o r­
t a n c e  to  h i s  e f f o r t s  i n  s e c u r in g  p o l i t i c a l  l i b e r t y ,  f o r  th e  f i r s t  was 
a  c o r o l l a r y  o f  t h e  s e c o n d . I n  h i s  v iew  p o l i t i c a l  freed o m  w i th o u t  
l i b e r t y  o f  th o u g h t  an d  c o n s c ie n c e  w as im p o s s ib le .  T h u s , h e  c h o se  t o  
r e s t  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  upon  h i s  e n d e a v o rs  t o  f r e e  man from  th e  ty r a n n y  
o f  g o v e rn m e n ts , o f  c h u r c h e s ,  and  o f  ig n o ra n c e .
H is  own p e r s o n a l  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  w e re  l a r g e l y  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  
t h e  d e i s t i c  t e n a n t s  o f  t h e  E n l ig h te n m e n t .  He d id  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
r e v e l a t i o n  w as a  s o u rc e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  k n o w led g e ; i n s t e a d ,  h e  c o n s id e r e d  
" r e a s o n  and  f r e e  i n q u i r y  th e  o n ly  e f f e c t u a l  a g e n ts "  f o r  d i s c o v e r in g
t r u t h ;  th e y  w o u ld  " s u p p o r t  th e  t r u e  r e l i g i o n  b y  b r in g i n g  e v e ry  f a l s e
29
o n e  to  t h e i r  t r i b u n a l ,  to  t h e  t e s t  o f  t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n . "  H is  
a p p ro a c h  to  r e l i g i o u s  m a t te r s  w as e m p i r i c a l ;  t h u s ,  h e  r e j e c t e d  a l l  
" o rg a n s  o f  in f o r m a t io n "  e x c e p t h i s  s e n s e s ,  r i d d i n g  h im s e l f  o f  " t h e  
P y rrh o n ism s  w i t h  w h ic h  an  in d u lg e n c e  i n  s p e c u la t i o n s  h y p e r p h y s ic a l  
and  a n t i p h y s i c a l ,  so  u s e l e s s l y  o ccu p y  th e  m in d ."  The s e n s e s  r e v e a l  
en o u g h  r e a l i t i e s  " f o r  a l l  t h e  p u rp o s e s  o f  l i f e ,  w i th o u t  p lu n g in g  
i n t o  t h e  f a th o m le s s  a b y s s  o f  d ream s and  p h a n ta sm s . I  am s a t i s f i e d ,  
an d  s u f f i c i e n t l y  o c c u p ie d  w i th  t h e  th in g s  w h ic h  a r e ,  w i th o u t
^ G i l b e r t  C h in a rd , " J e f f e r s o n 's  I n f lu e n c e  A b ro a d ,"  The 
M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l le y  H i s t o r i c a l  R ev iew , XXX (S e p te m b e r , 1 9 4 3 ), 175 .
^ L ip s c o m b  and B ergh , I I ,  2 2 1 .
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to rm e n tin g  o r  t r o u b l i n g  m y s e lf  a b o u t th o s e  w h ic h  in d e e d  may b e  b u t
30o f  w h ic h  I  h a v e  no e v id e n c e ."  As a  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  t h e s e  c i rc u m ­
s t a n c e s ,  J e f f e r s o n  s a i d  t h a t  h e  n e v e r  p e r m i t t e d  h im s e l f  t o  " m e d i ta t e  
a  s p e c i f i e d  c r e e d . " 3 ^
T h is  i s  n o t  t o  s a y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  h e  c o n s id e r e d  r e l i g i o n  
u n im p o r ta n t ,  f o r  in d e e d  h e  d id  n o t .  "The r e l a t i o n s  w h ic h  e x i s t  
b e tw e e n  man and  h i s  M ak er, and th e  d u t i e s  r e s u l t i n g  fro m  th o s e  r e l a ­
t i o n s , "  h e  s a i d ,  " a r e  t h e  m ost i n t e r e s t i n g  and  im p o r ta n t  to  e v e ry
32
human b e in g  and  th e  m o s t in c u m b en t on h i s  s tu d y  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n . "
He w as in d e e d  u n o r th o d o x , b u t  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  h e  a r r i v e d  a t  h i s  own
r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  o n ly  a f t e r  r ig o r o u s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  an d  e x a m in a t io n .
No d o u b t an  i n s i g h t  i n t o  h i s  s e a r c h  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  t r u t h  may b e
g le a n e d  from  th e  l e t t e r  h e  w ro te  h i s  nephew , P e te r  C a r r ,  i n  1787 from
P a r i s  r e g a r d in g  r e l i g i o n .
Y our r e a s o n  i s  now m a tu re  enough to  exam ine t h i s  o b j e c t .
I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  d i v e s t  y o u r s e l f  o f  a l l  b ia s  i n  f a v o r  o f  
n o v e l ty  o r  s i n g u l a r i t y  o f  o p in io n  . . . .  On th e  o t h e r  h a n d , 
s h a k e  o f f  a l l  t h e  f e a r s  and  s e r v i l e  p r e j u d i c e s ,  u n d e r  w h ic h  
w eak m inds a r e  s e r v i l e l y  c ro u c h e d . F i x  r e a s o n  f i r m l y  i n  h e r  
s e a t ,  and  c a l l  t o  h e r  t r i b u n a l  e v e ry  f a c t ,  e v e ry  o p in io n .
Q u e s t io n  even  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  God; b e c a u s e ,  i f  t h e r e  b e  
o n e , h e  m u st m ore ap p ro v e  o f  t h e  homage o f  r e a s o n ,  th a n  t h a t  
o f  b l i n d f o ld e d  f e a r .  . . . Read th e  B ib l e  . . .  a s  you  w ou ld  
L iv y  o r  T a c i t u s . The f a c t s  w h ich  a r e  w i th i n  th e  o r d in a r y  
c o u r s e  o f  n a t u r e ,  y ou  w i l l  b e l i e v e  on  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  
w r i t e r ,  a s  you do th o s e  o f  th e  same k in d  i n  L iv y  and  
T a c i tu s  . . . .  B u t th o s e  f a c t s  i n  t h e  B ib le  w h ic h  c o n t r a ­
d i c t  t h e  law s o f  n a t u r e  m u s t b e  exam ined  w i th  m ore  c a r e  . . . .  
H e re  you m ust r e c u r  t o  t h e  p r e t e n s i o n s  o f  th e  w r i t e r  to
30I b i d . , XV, 2 7 5 -7 6 . 
31I b i d . ,  XV, 3 7 3 . 
32I b i d . ,  X IX, 4 1 4 .
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i n s p i r a t i o n  from  God. Exam ine upon w h at e v id e n c e  h i s  p r e ­
t e n s i o n s  a r e  fo u n d e d , and  w h e th e r  t h a t  e v id e n c e  i s  so  s t r o n g ,  
a s  t h a t  i t s  f a l s e h o o d  w ou ld  b e  m ore im p ro b a b le  th a n  a  c h an g e  
i n  t h e  law s o f  n a t u r e ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  h e  r e l a t e s .  F o r  ex am p le , 
i n  t h e  book o f  J o s h u a ,  we a r e  t o l d ,  th e  s u n  s to o d  s t i l l  f o r  
s e v e r a l  h o u r s .  W ere we to  r e a d  t h a t  f a c t  i n  L iv y  o r  T a c i t u s ,  
we s h o u ld  c l a s s  i t  w i th  t h e i r  sh o w ers  o f  b lo o d ,  s p e a k in g  o f  
s t a t u e s ,  b e a s t s ,  e t c .  . . . You w i l l  n e x t  r e a d  th e  New T e s t a ­
m e n t.  I t  i s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  a  p e rs o n a g e  c a l l e d  J e s u s .  Keep 
i n  y o u r  ey e  th e  o p p o s i t e  p r e t e n s i o n s :  1 , o f  th o s e  who s a y
h e  w as b e g o t te n  b y  God, b o m  o f  a  v i r g i n ,  su sp e n d e d  and 
r e v e r s e d  th e  law s o f  n a t u r e  a t  w i l l ,  and  a sc e n d e d  b o d i ly  
i n t o  h e a v e n ; and  2 , o f  th o s e  who s a y  h e  w as a  man o f  i l l e g i t i ­
m a te  b i r t h ,  o f  a  b e n e v o le n t  h e a r t ,  e n t h u s i a s t i c  m ind , who s e t  
o u t  w i th o u t  p r e t e n s i o n s  t o  d i v i n i t y ,  en d ed  i n  b e l i e v i n g  th em , 
an d  w as p u n is h e d  c a p i t a l l y  f o r  s e d i t i o n  . . . .
Do n o t  b e  f r i g h t e n e d  from  t h i s  in q u i r y  b y  an y  f e a r s  o f  
i t s  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  I f  i t  ends i n  a  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no 
God, you  w i l l  f i n d  in c i te m e n ts  to  v i r t u e  i n  t h e  c o m fo r t and  
p l e a s a n tn e s s  you  w i l l  f e e l  i n  i t s  e x e r c i s e ,  and  th e  lo v e  o f  
o t h e r s  w h ich  i t  w i l l  p r o c u r e  y o u . I f  you  f i n d  r e a s o n  to  
b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  a  God, a  c o n s c io u s n e s s  t h a t  y ou  a r e  a c t i n g  
u n d e r  h i s  e y e , and  t h a t  h e  a p p ro v e s  y o u , w i l l  b e  a  v a s t  a d d i ­
t i o n a l  i n c i t e m e n t ;  i f  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  a  f u t u r e  s t a t e ,  t h e  h o p e  
o f  a  happy  e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h a t  in c r e a s e s  t h e  a p p e t i t e  to  d e s e r v e  
i t ;  i f  t h a t  J e s u s  w as a l s o  a  God, you  w i l l  b e  c o m fo r te d  b y  a  
b e l i e f  o f  h i s  a i d  and  lo v e .  I n  f i n e ,  I  r e p e a t ,  you m ust l a y  
a s i d e  a l l  p r e j u d i c e  on  b o th  s i d e s ,  and n e i t h e r  b e l i e v e  n o r  
r e j e c t  a n y th in g ,  b e c a u s e  a n y  o t h e r  p e r s o n s ,  o r  d e s c r i p t i o n  
o f  p e r s o n s ,  h a v e  r e j e c t e d  o r  b e l i e v e d  i t .  Y our own r e a s o n  i s  
t h e  o n ly  o r a c l e  g iv e n  you b y  h e a v e n , and  you  a r e  a n s w e ra b le ,  
n o t  f o r  t h e  r i g h t n e s s ,  b u t  u p r ig h tn e s s  o f  th e  d e c i s i o n . 33
I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  w as a  f r e e - t h i n k e r  and t h a t  h e  m u st 
h a v e  a p p l i e d  t o  h i s  own i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  th o s e  t e s t s  h e  s u g g e s te d  to  
h i s  nephew . H is  own r e a s o n  le d  h im  to  a  v ie w  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  w h ic h  
h e  f e l t  " o u g h t t o  d i s p l e a s e  n e i t h e r  th e  r a t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n  n o r  th e  
D e i s t s ,  and  w ou ld  r e c o n c i l e  many t o  a  c h a r a c t e r  th e y  h ad  to o  h a s t i l y
"^B oyd, X I I ,  1 5 -1 7 . C h in a rd  c o n te n d s  t h a t  t h e  id e a s  
e x p r e s s e d  a b o v e , a s  w e l l  as  m o st o f  th e  e le m e n ts  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  
p e r s o n a l  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  and  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  i d e a s ,  came to  h im  
fro m  B r u c k e r 's  H i s t o r i a  c r i t i c a  p h i lo s o p h ia e  and  from  E n f i e l d 's  
H i s to r y  o f  P h i lo s o p h y  from  th e  E a r l i e s t  T im es t o  t h e  B e g in n in g  o f  
t h e  P r e s e n t  C e n tu ry , a n  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  a b r id g m e n t o f  B r u c k e r 's  
s u r v e y .  " J e f f e r s o n  Among th e  P h i lo s o p h e r s , "  E t h i c s , L I I1  ( J u l y ,  1 9 4 3 ) , 
2 6 3 -6 5 .
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r e j e c t e d . ,f I t  w as h i s  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  "w hen d iv e s t e d
o f  th e  r a g s "  i n  w h ic h  a  sch em in g  p r i e s th o o d  " h a v e  e n v e lo p e d  i t ,  and
b ro u g h t  t o  th e  o r i g i n a l  p u r i t y  and s i m p l i c i t y  o f  i t s  b e n e v o le n t  i n s t i -
t u t o r ,  i s  a  r e l i g i o n  o f  a l l  o th e r s  m o st f r i e n d l y  t o  l i b e r t y ,  s c i e n c e ,
3 5and th e  f r e e s t  e x p a n s io n  o f  t h e  human m in d ."  In d e e d ,  i t  i s  " th e
m o st s u b lim e  and  b e n e v o le n t ,  b u t  m o s t p e r v e r t e d  sy s te m  t h a t  e v e r
t .36sh o n e  on  man . . . .
So b e l i e v i n g ,  J e f f e r s o n  made a  c a r e f u l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  
New T e s ta m e n t ,  o f  t h e  l i f e  and  te a c h in g s  o f  J e s u s ,  and  o f  t h e  e a r l y  
C h u rch . From  t h i s  h e  p r e p a r e d  w h a t came to  b e  known a s  th e  J e f f e r s o n  
B ib l e — a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p a s s a g e s  fro m  th e  g o s p e l  w r i t e r s  w h ic h  m et h i s  
t e s t  o f  r e a s o n .  O f t h i s  p r o j e c t  h e  w ro te  Jo h n  Adams t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  
r e v e a l  t h e  " p u re  p r i n c i p l e s "  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  "we w ould  h a v e  to  s t r i p  
o f f  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  v e s tm e n ts  i n  w h ich  th e y  h a v e  b e e n  m u f f le d  by 
p r i e s t s "  and  s e l e c t  " t h e  v e r y  w ords o n ly  o f  J e s u s , "  w h ich  h e  h im s e l f  
had  d o n e , w i th  t h e  same v e r s e s  c u t  fro m  G reek , L a t i n ,  F re n c h ,  and  
E n g l is h  t e x t s ,  p a s te d  n e a t l y  i n  p a r a l l e l  colum ns i n  an  o c ta v o  volum e 
bound  i n  r e d  m o ro cco , w h ic h  h e  e n t i t l e d  "The L i f e  and  M o ra ls  o f  J e s u s  
o f  N a z a r e th ."  T h i s ,  h e  s a i d ,  " i s  a  docum ent i n  p r o o f  t h a t  I  am a  r e a l
^ L ip s c o m b  and  B e rg h , X, 174 . 
35I b i d . ,  X , 23 7 .
36I b i d . ,  X , 2 2 8 .
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37C h r i s t i a n ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  a  d i s c i p l e  o f  th e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  J e s u s . "
He w r o te  t h a t  a t  th e  t im e  o f  J e s u s  t h e  Jew s fo l lo w e d  an  e t h i ­
c a l  code " o f t e n  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  w i th ,  th e  so u n d  d i c t a t e s  o f  r e a s o n  an d  
m o r a l i t y , "  and  o ne  w h ic h  w as " r e p u l s i v e  and  a n t i - s o c i a l ,  a s  r e s p e c t ­
in g  o th e r  n a t i o n s . "  Of J e s u s  h im s e l f ,  h e  p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  h i s  p a r e n ta g e  
"w as o b s c u r e ;  h i s  c o n d i t i o n  p o o r ;  h i s  e d u c a t io n  n u l l ;  h i s  n a t u r a l  
endow m ents g r e a t ;  h i s  l i f e  c o r r e c t  and  in n o c e n t :  h e  w as m eek, b e n e v o ­
l e n t ,  p a t i e n t ,  f i r m ,  d i s i n t e r e s t e d ,  and o f  t h e  s u b l im e s t  e lo q u e n c e ."
H is  d o c t r i n e s  a p p e a re d  u n d e r  num erous d is a d v a n ta g e s :  h e  w ro te
n o th in g  o f  h im s e l f ;  t h e  le a r n e d  o f  h i s  c o u n t r y ,  " e n tr e n c h e d  i n  pow er 
and  r i c h e s , "  w e re  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  h im ; and  " u n l e t t e r e d  and  i g n o r a n t  
m e n ,"  w r i t i n g  lo n g  a f t e r  th e  e v e n ts  had  ta k e n  p la c e ,  p r o v id e  th e  
o n ly  s o u rc e s  o f  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t h im . H is  d e a th  a t  t h i r t y - t h r e e ,  
b e f o r e  h e  h a d  a t t a i n e d  th e  h e i g h t  o f  h i s  r e a s o n in g  p o w er, was a  
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  b e tw ee n  " t h e  a l t a r  a n d  th e  t h r o n e . "  O n ly  
fra g m e n ts  o f  h i s  t e a c h in g s  s u r v iv e d ,  " m u t i l a t e d ,  m i s s t a t e d ,  and  o f t e n  
u n i n t e l l i g i b l e , "  and ev e n  th e s e  w e re  h anded  down in  a  fo rm  show ing  
th e  r e s u l t s  o f  p r i e s t l y
. . . e n g r a f t i n g  on them  t h e  m y s tic is m s  o f  a  G re c ia n  
s o p h i s t , 38 f r i t t e r i n g  them  i n t o  s u b t l e t i e s ,  and o b s c u r in g  
them  w i th  ja r g o n  u n t i l  th e y  h a v e  c a u se d  good  men t o  r e j e c t  
th e  w h o le  i n  d i s g u s t  . . . .  He c o r r e c t e d  th e  D eism  o f  th e  
Je w s , c o n f irm in g  them  i n  t h e i r  b e l i e f  o f  one o n ly  G od, and 
g iv in g  them  j u s t e r  n o t io n s  o f  h i s  a t t r i b u t e s  and g o v e rn m e n t.
3 7 p e te r s o n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p p .  3 0 1 -2 . As w as h i s  cu s to m  i n  r e l i ­
g io u s  m a t t e r s ,  h e  k e p t  t h i s  s y l l a b u s  to  h i m s e l f .  Even h i s  g r a n d ­
c h i l d r e n  d id  n o t  know o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  u n t i l  a f t e r  h i s  d e a th .  How­
e v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  e v id e n c e  t h a t  h e  r e a d  from  t h i s  volum e n i g h t l y  b e f o r e  
g o in g  to  s l e e p .  I b i d .
^ J e f f e r s o n  had r e fe r e n c e  h ere  to  P l a t o .
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H is  m o ra l d o c t r i n e s  . . . w e re  m ore p u re  and  p e r f e c t  th a n  
th o s e  o f  t h e  m o st c o r r e c t  o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r s  . . . i n c u l ­
c a t i n g  u n i v e r s a l  p h i l a n th r o p y  . . . .  He p u sh e d  h i s  s c r u ­
t i n i e s  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  man; e r e c t e d  h i s  t r i b u n a l  i n  th e  
r e g io n  o f  h i s  th o u g h t s ,  and  p u r i f i e d  th e  w a te r s  a t  th e  
f o u n ta i n  h e a d .  He t a u g h t ,  e m p h a t ic a l ly ,  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f
a  f u t u r e  s t a t e  . . . and  w ie ld e d  i t  w i th  e f f i c a c y ,  a s  an
im p o r ta n t  i n c e n t i v e ,  s u p p le m e n ta ry  t o  th e  o th e r  m o tiv e s  
t o  m o ra l c o n d u c t .39
J e f f e r s o n  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  h e  r e a d  th e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  J e s u s  " a s  
I  do t h o s e  o f  o t h e r  a n c i e n t  and  m odern  m o r a l i s t s ,  w i th  a  m ix tu r e  o f  
a p p r o b a t io n  and  d i s s e n t  . . . I  am a  M a t e r i a l i s t ;  h e  ta k e s  t h e  s id e  
o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m ;  h e  p re a c h e s  t h e  e f f i c a c y  o f  r e p e n te n c e  to w a rd  th e  
f o r g iv e n e s s  o f  s i n ;  I  r e q u i r e  a  c o u n te r p o is e  o f  good w orks to  redeem  
i t ,  e t c . ,  e t c . " 4 ^ Y et J e f f e r s o n  c a l l e d  h im s e l f  a  C h r i s t i a n  " i n  t^ e
o n ly  s e n s e  i n  w h ic h  h e  w is h e d  any  one to  b e ;  s i n c e r e l y  a t t a c h e d  to
h i s  d o c t r i n e s ,  i n  p r e f e r e n c e  t o  a l l  o t h e r s ;  a s c r i b i n g  t o  h im s e l f
41
e v e ry  human e x c e l l e n c e ;  and  b e l i e v i n g  h e  n e v e r  c la im e d  any  o t h e r . "  
J e f f e r s o n  fo u n d  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  d o c t r i n e s  o f  J e s u s  to  be
. . . s im p le ,  and  te n d  a l l  to  t h e  h a p p in e s s  o f  man.
1 . T h a t t h e r e  i s  o ne  o n ly  God, and  He a l l  p e r f e c t .
2 .  T h a t t h e r e  i s  a  f u t u r e  s t a t e  o f  re w a rd s  and  p u n is h ­
m e n ts .  3 .  T h a t  to  lo v e  God w i th  a l l  th y  h e a r t  and  th y  
n e ig h b o r  a s  t h y s e l f ,  i s  t h e  sum o f  r e l i g i o n . 4 ^
^ L i p s c o m b  and B e rg h , X, 3 7 9 -8 5 .
40I b i d . ,  XV, 2 4 4 -4 5 .
41I b i d . ,  X IV, 3 8 5 .
4 ^ I b i d . , XV, 3 8 3 -8 4 . T h ese  p h r a s e s  may b e  com pared  w i th  th o s e
u se d  b y  J e f f e r s o n  i n  h i s  f i r s t  in a u g u r a l  a d d r e s s ,  i n  w h ic h  h e  spo k e  o f
A m erica  as  " e n l i g h te n e d  b y  a  b e n ig n  r e l i g i o n ,  p r o f e s s e d ,  in d e e d ,  and 
p r a c t i c e d  i n  v a r io u s  fo rm s , y e t  a l l  o f  them  in c lu d in g  h o n e s ty ,  t r u t h ,  
te m p e ra n c e , g r a t i t u d e ,  and  th e  lo v e  o f  man: a c k n o w le d g in g  and  a d o r in g
a n  o v e r r u l i n g  P r o v id e n c e ,  w h ic h  b y  a l l  i t s  d i s p e n s a t io n s  p ro v e s  t h a t  
i t  d e l i g h t s  i n  t h e  h a p p in e s s  o f  man h e r e  and  h i s  g r e a t e r  h a p p in e s s  
h e r e a f t e r  . . . I b i d . ,  I l l ,  3 2 0 .
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The C h r i s t i a n i t y  o f  w h ich  J e f f e r s o n  c o n s id e r e d  h im s e l f  a
f o l lo w e r  was o b v io u s ly  so m e th in g  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from  o r th o d o x
C a th o l ic is m  o r  P r o t e s t a n t i s m .  I t  w as a  p r i m i t i v e  C h r i s t i a n i t y
d e v o id  o f  th e  m a c h in a t io n s  o f  a  p r i e s t h o o d  w h ic h  h ad  "com pounded
from  th e  h e a th e n  m y s te r ie s  a  sy s te m  b eyond  th e  c o m p re h e n s io n  o f  m an,
o f  w h ic h  th e  g r e a t  R efo rm er . . . w e re  He to  r e t u r n  on e a r t h ,  w ould
43n o t  r e c o g n iz e  one f e a t u r e . "  The " m ild  and  s im p le  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  p h i lo s o p h y  w o u ld  p ro d u c e  to o  much c a lm , to o  much 
r e g u l a r i t y  o f  g o o d , to  e x t r a c t  from  i t s  d i s c i p l e s  a  s u p p o r t  f o r  a 
num erous p r i e s t h o o d ,  w ere  th e y  n o t  t o  s o p h i s t i c a t e  i t ,  r a m if y  i t ,  
s p l i t  i t  i n t o  h a i r s ,  and  t w i s t  i t s  t e x t s  t i l l  th e y  c o v e r  t h e  d iv in e  
m o r a l i t y  o f  i t s  a u th o r  w i th  m y s t e r i e s ,  and  r e q u i r e  a  p r i e s t h o o d  to  
e x p l a in  th e m ." 44 J e f f e r s o n 's  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  t h e  p r i e s t h o o d  w ere  th o s e  
o f  t h e  p h i lo s o p h e s : t h a t  th e  c l e r g y  h ad  p e r v e r t e d  th e  te a c h in g s  o f
J e s u s  i n t o  " a n  e n g in e  f o r  e n s la v in g  m an k in d , an d  a g g r a n d iz in g  t h e i r  
o p p r e s s o r s  i n  C hurch  and S t a t e :  t h a t  t h e  p u r e s t  sy s te m  o f  m o ra ls
e v e r  b e f o r e  p re a c h e d  to  man h a s  b e e n  a d u l t e r a t e d  and s o p h i s t i c a t e d  
b y  a r t i f i c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  in t o  a  m e re  c o n t r iv a n c e  to  f i l c h  
w e a l th  and  pow er to  th e m s e lv e s  . . . ."
Among t h e  d o c t r i n e s  so  u se d  b y  th e  p r i e s t h o o d  w as t h e  dogma 
o f  t h e  T r i n i t y - - " t h e s e  m e ta p h y s ic a l  h e a d s "  w h ic h  u su rp  " t h e  judg m en t
4 3 I b i d . ,  XIV, 3 8 6 . 
44 I b i d . ,  X , 2 5 4 . 
45I b i d . ,  XV, 6 0 .
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s e a t  o f  God" and  d en o u n ce  a s  H is  enem ies  ,fa l l  who c a n n o t p e r c e iv e  th e
G e o m e tr ic a l  l o g i c  o f  E u c l id  i n  th e  d e m o n s t r a t io n s  o f  S t .  A th a n a s iu s ,
t h a t  t h r e e  a r e  o n e , and  on e  i s  t h r e e ;  and  y e t  t h a t  t h e  o ne  i s  n o t
t h r e e  n o r  t h e  t h r e e  o n e .1 S t .  P a u l  was " t h e  f i r s t  c o r r u p to r  o f
47th e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  J e s u s , "  fo llo w e d  by  P l a t o n i s t s ,  P l o t i n i s t s ,
S t a g y r i t e s ,  G a m a l i e l i t e s , E c l e c t i c s ,  G n o s t i c s ,  an d  S c h o l a s t i c s  w i th
" t h e i r  e s s e n c e s  and  e m a n a tio n s ,  t h e i r  Logos and  D em iu rg o s , A eons and
Daem ons, m a le  and  fe m a le ,  w i th  a  lo n g  t r a i n  o f  e t c . ,  e t c . ,  e t c . ,  o r
s h a l l  I  s a y  a t  o n c e , o f  n o n s e n s e  . . . . " 4 ® T he C h r i s t i a n  p r i e s t h o o d
fo u n d  " i n  t h e  m y s t ic is m  o f  P l a t o  m a t e r i a l s  w i th  w h ic h "  t o  " b u i l d  up
an  a r t i f i c i a l  s y s te m , w h ic h  m ig h t from  i t s  i n d i s t i n c t n e s s ,  a d m it
e v e r l a s t i n g  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  g iv e  em ploym ent f o r  t h e i r  o r d e r ,  and  i n t r o -
4 9
d u c e  i t  t o  p r o f i t ,  pow er and  p re -e m in e n c e .
To J e f f e r s o n  t h e  c ro w n in g  a c h ie v e m e n t o f  t h e  c l e r g y  i n  i t s  
q u e s t  f o r  pow er w as t h e  u n io n  o f  c h u rc h  and  s t a t e .  He t r a c e d  th e  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i n t o  common la w , nam ing  o p in io n s  d a t in g  
from  1458 t o  1767 . Of t h i s  u s u r p a t i o n  b y  p r i e s t s ,  h e  com m ented:
"W hat a  c o n s p i r a c y  t h i s ,  b e tw e e n  C hurch  an d  S t a t e I  S in g  T a n t a r a r a ,  
ro g u e s  a l l ,  ro g u e s  a l l ,  S in g  T a n t a r a r a ,  ro g u e s  a l l i " " ^
4 6 I b i d . ,  X I I I ,  3 7 8 .
4 7 I b i d . ,  XV, 2 4 5 .
48I b i d . ,  X I I I ,  38 9 .
4 9 i b j d . , X IV , 1 4 9 -5 0 . " I t  i s  f o r t u n a t e  f o r  u s , "  J e f f e r s o n  
a d d e d , " t h a t  P l a t o n i c  r e p u b l i c a n i s m  h a s  n o t  o b ta in e d  th e  same f a v o r  
a s  P l a t o n i c  C h r i s t i a n i t y ;  o r  we s h o u ld  now h a v e  b e e n  a l l  l i v i n g ,  m en, 
women an d  c h i l d r e n ,  p e l l  m e l l  t o g e t h e r , ' l i k e  b e a s t s  o f  t h e  f i e l d  o r  
f o r e s t . "
50I b i d . ,  XVI, 4 8 -5 1 .
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J e f f e r s o n 's  f a i t h  i n  p r o g r e s s  le d  h im  l a t e r  i n  l i f e  to
b e l i e v e  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  w h e re  f reed o m  o f
r e l i g i o u s  o p in io n  and  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  c h u rc h  and  s t a t e  p r e v a i l e d ,  w ou ld
u n d e rg o  a  r e f o r m a t io n ,  k e e p in g  p a c e  w i th  " t h e  o t h e r  im provem en ts  o f
t h e  human m in d ,"  a l th o u g h  h e  f e l t  t h a t  i t  w ou ld  come " to o  l a t e  f o r  me
to  w i tn e s s  i t . " ^  He lo o k e d  f o r  t h e  tr iu m p h  o f  r a t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,
an d  th e  U n i t a r i a n  movement seem ed to  h im  to  o f f e r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p ro m is e .
I n  h i s  o ld  ag e  h e  e x p re s s e d  h i s  h o p e  t h a t  t h e r e  w as " n o t  a  young man
52now l i v i n g  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  who w i l l  n o t  d i e  a  U n i t a r i a n . "  T he
g r e a t e s t  o b s t a c l e  i n  th e  w ay o f  su c h  a  d e v e lo p m e n t was o p p o s i t i o n
fro m  th e  P r e s b y t e r i a n s ,  f o r  " t h e  b la sp h em y  and  a b s u r d i t y  o f  t h e  f i v e
p o i n t s  o f  C a lv in ,  and  th e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d e f e n d in g  them , r e n d e r  t h e i r
a d v o c a te s  im p a t i e n t  o f  r e a s o n in g ,  i r r i t a b l e ,  and  p ro n e  to  d e n u n c i a t i o n ."
T h e i r  " a m b i t io n  and  ty r a n n y  w ou ld  t o l e r a t e  no r i v a l  i f  th e y  h ad  th e  
53p o w e r ."  He hoped  t h a t  t h e  U n i t a r i a n s  w ou ld  f o l lo w  th e  exam ple  o f  
t h e  Q u ak ers  and  re m a in  c r e e d l e s s .  "Be t h i s  t h e  w isdom  o f  th e
51I b i d . ,  XV, 2 8 8 .
52I b i d . , XV, 4 0 5 .
^ I b i d . , XV, 4 0 3 -4 .  J e f f e r s o n  sum m arized  th e  f i v e  p o i n t s  o f  
C a lv in is m  a s  f o l lo w s :  " 1 .  T h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  G ods. 2 .  T h a t  good
w o rk s , o r  lo v e  o f  o u r  n e ig h b o r ,  a r e  n o th in g .  3 .  T h a t  f a i t h  i s  e v e r y ­
t h i n g ,  and  th e  m ore in c o m p re h e n s ib le  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  m ore m e r i t  
i n  i t s  f a i t h .  4 .  T h a t  r e a s o n  i n  r e l i g i o n  i s  o f  u n la w fu l u s e .
5 .  T h a t  God, fro m  th e  b e g in n in g  e l e c t e d  c e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  to  b e  
s a v e d ,  and  c e r t a i n  o th e r s  t o  b e  dam ned; and  t h a t  no c r im e s  o f  th e  
fo rm e r  c a n  damn them ; no v i r t u e s  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  s a v e . "  J e f f e r s o n  
d e s c r ib e d  C a lv in  a s  " in d e e d  an  a t h e i s t ,  w h ich  I  c o u ld  n e v e r  b e  . . .  . 
I f  e v e r  a  man w o rsh ip e d  a  f a l s e  God, h e  d id  . . . n o t  t h e  God whom 
you  and  I  acknow ledge  and  a d o r e ,  th e  C r e a to r  an d  b e n e v o le n t  G o v e rn o r 
o f  th e  w o r ld ;  b u t  a  daemon o f  m a l ig n a n t  s p i r i t . "  I b i d . ,  XV, 4 2 5 .
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U n i t a r i a n s ,  t h i s  th e  h o ly  m a n tle  w h ic h  s h a l l  c o v e r  w i th  i t s  c h a r i ­
t a b l e  c i rc u m fe re n c e  a l l  who b e l i e v e  i n  one God, and  who lo v e  t h e i r  
n e ig h b o r  I
J e f f e r s o n  c o n t in u o u s ly  a f f i r m e d  h i s  b e l i e f  i n  God. H ow ever,
a s  a  r a t i o n a l i s t  and e m p i r i c i s t ,  h e  d id  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  m i r a c l e s ,  t h e
d i v i n i t y  o f  J e s u s ,  n o r  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  th e  a to n e m e n t .  " J e s u s  d id  n o t
m ean to  im pose  H im s e lf  on  m ankind  a s  th e  Son o f  G od," h e  s a i d ,  a l th o u g h
"He m ig h t c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  b e l i e v e  H im se lf  i n s p i r e d  from  ab o v e  . . . .
E le v a te d  b y  t h e  e n th u s ia s m  o f  a  warm  and p u r e  h e a r t ,  c o n s c io u s  o f  th e
h ig h  s t r a i n s  o f  an  e lo q u e n c e  w h ic h  h ad  n o t  b e e n  ta u g h t  Him, He m ig h t
r e a d i l y  m is ta k e  th e  c o r u s c a t io n s  o f  H is  own f i n e  g e n iu s  f o r  i n s p i r a -
55t i o n s  o f  a  h i g h e r  o r d e r . "
J e f f e r s o n  r e j e c t e d  J u d a is m , w h ich  " su p p o s e s  th e  God o f
c/
i n f i n i t e  j u s t i c e  t o  p u n is h  th e  s i n s  o f  th e  f a t h e r s  upon t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,
56u n to  th e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  g e n e r a t i o n . "  He a l s o  r e j e c t e d  a th e is m ,  
f o r  h e  h e ld  t h e  d e i s t i c  b e l i e f
. . . t h a t  w hen we ta k e  a  v iew  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e  i n  i t s  
p a r t s ,  g e n e r a l  o r  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  f o r  t h e  
human m ind  n o t  t o  p e r c e iv e  and  f e e l  a  c o n v i c t io n  o f  d e s ig n ,  
consum m ate s k i l l ,  and  i n d e f i n i t e  pow er i n  e v e ry  atom  o f  
i t s  c o m p o s i t io n .  T he m ovem ents o f  th e  h e a v e n ly  b o d ie s ,  so  
e x a c t l y  h e l d  i n  t h e i r  c o u r s e  b y  th e  b a l a n c e  o f  c e n t r i f u g a l  
and c e n t r i p e t a l  f o r c e s ;  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  o u r  e a r t h  i t s e l f ,  
w i th  i t s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  l a n d s ,  w a te r s  and  a tm o sp h e re ;
54I b i d . ,  XV, 3 8 5 .
55X b id . , XV, 2 6 1 . To J o h n  Adams h e  w r o te ,  "And t h e  d ay  w i l l  
com e, when t h e  m y s t i c a l  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  J e s u s ,  b y  t h e  Suprem e B ein g  a s  
H is  F a t h e r ,  i n  th e  womb o f  a  v i r g i n ,  w i l l  b e  c l a s s e d  w i th  t h e  f a b l e  
o f  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  M in e rv a  i n  t h e  b r a i n  o f  J u p i t e r . "  I b i d . ,  XV, 
4 3 0 .
56I b i d . ,  XV, 2 0 3 .
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a n im a l and  v e g e t a b le  b o d ie s ,  exam ined  i n  a l l  t h e i r  
m in u te s t  p a r t i c l e s ;  i n s e c t s ,  m ere  atom s o f  l i f e ,  y e t  
a s  p e r f e c t l y  o rg a n iz e d  a s  man o r  mammoth; t h e  m in e r a l  
s u b s t a n c e s ,  t h e i r  g e n e r a t io n  and  u s e s ; i t  i s  im p o s s ib le ,
I  s a y ,  f o r  t h e  human m ind n o t  t o  b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
i n  a l l  t h i s ,  d e s ig n ,  c a u s e  and  e f f e c t ,  up t o  a n  u l t i m a t e  
c a u s e ,  a  F a b r i c a t o r  o f  a l l  t h in g s  from  m a t t e r  and  m o t io n , 
t h e i r  P r e s e r v e r  and  R e g u la to r  w h i l e  p e r m i t t e d  to  e x i s t  i n  
t h e i r  p r e s e n t  fo rm s , and  t h e i r  r e g e n e r a t io n  i n t o  new and  
o t h e r  fo rm s . We s e e ,  t o o ,  e v id e n t  p r o o f s  o f  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  
o f  a  s u p e r in t e n d in g  p o w e r, to  m a in ta in  t h e  u n iv e r s e  i n  i t s  
c o u r s e  and  o r d e r  . . . .  So i r r e s i s t i b l e  a r e  t h e s e  e v id e n c e s  
o f  a n  i n t e l l i g e n t  and  p o w e r fu l  A g e n t,  t h a t ,  o f  th e  i n f i n i t e  
num ber o f  men who h a v e  e x i s t e d  th ro u g h  a l l  t im e ,  th e y  h a v e  
b e l i e v e d ,  i n  th e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  a  m i l l i o n  a t  l e a s t  t o  a  u n i t ,  
i n  th e  h y p o th e s i s  o f  a n  e t e r n a l  p r e - e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  C r e a t o r ,  
r a t h e r  th a n  i n  t h a t  o f  a  s e l f - e x i s t e n t  u n iv e r s e .  S u r e ly  
t h i s  unan im ous s e n t im e n t  r e n d e r s  t h i s  m ore p r o b a b le ,  th a n  
t h a t  o f  t h e  few  o f  t h e  o t h e r  h y p o t h e s i s .57
J e f f e r s o n  r e c o g n iz e d  th e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s .  Even s o ,  h e  w as u n a b le  t o  g iv e  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  an sw er t o  th e  
p ro b le m  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  D i v i n i t y .  He c o u ld  o n ly  c o n c lu d e  t h a t
. . .  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  s e n s a t i o n ,  o f  m a t t e r  an d  m o tio n , we may 
e r e c t  t h e  f a b r i c  o f  a l l  t h e  c e r t a i n t i e s  we c a n  h av e  o r  n e e d  
. . . .  To t a l k  o f  im m a te r ia l  e x i s t e n c e s  i s  t o  t a l k  o f  n o t h i n g s .
To s a y  t h a t  human s o u l s ,  a n g e l s ,  God, a r e  im m a te r ia l ,  i s  to  
s a y ,  t h e y ,  a r e  n o th i n g s ,  o r  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no God, no a n g e l s ,  
no  s o u l  . . . .  ' I n  th e  b e g in n in g  God e x i s t e d ,  and  r e a s o n  ( o r  
m ind) was w i t h  God, and  t h a t  m ind w as God. T h is  was i n  th e  
b e g in n in g  w i th  G od. A l l  th in g s  w e re  c r e a t e d  b y  i t  . . . . 1 
T he w o r ld  w as c r e a t e d  b y  th e  S up rem e, I n t e l l i g e n t  B e in g  . . .
W hat J e f f e r s o n  c a l l e d  h i s  m a te r i a l i s m  a d m it te d  o f  no o th e r  v ie w . And 
a l th o u g h  h e  w ro te  l i t t l e  on th e  s u b j e c t  o f  an  a f t e r l i f e ,  s i n c e  h e  i n d i ­
c a t e d  i t  w as s o m e th in g  men c o u ld  know n o th in g  o f ,  h e  a p p e a re d  to  b e l i e v e  
i n  a  f u t u r e  e x i s t e n c e ,  t r u s t i n g  " f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  t o  Him who h a s  b e e n  so
57I b i d . ,  XV, 4 2 6 -2 8 .
58I b i d . ,  XV, 2 7 3 -7 5 .
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59good  f o r  th e  p a s t . "
To h i s  nephew  P e t e r  C a r r  h e  w r o te :  "G iv e  up m oney, g iv e  up
fam e , g iv e  up s c i e n c e ,  g iv e  up t h e  e a r t h  i t s e l f  and a l l  i t  c o n t a i n s ,  
r a t h e r  th a n  do a n  im m oral a c t . " ^  I n  a l l  h i s  th in k in g  a b o u t r e l i g i o n  
h e  p la c e d  c h i e f  em phasis  upon m o r a l i t y ,  and  i n  h i s  o ld  ag e  c o n c lu d e d  
t h a t  th e  " i n t e r e s t s  o f  s o c i e t y  r e q u i r e  t h e  o b s e r v a t io n  o f  th o s e  
m o ra l p r e c e p ts  o n ly  i n  w h ic h  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  a g r e e ,  ( f o r  a l l  f o r b i d  u s  
t o  m u rd e r , s t e a l ,  p lu n d e r ,  o r  b e a r  f a l s e  w i t n e s s , )  . . . J e f f e r ­
s o n  u n d e rs to o d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  m o ra l  norm s a s  th e  b a s i s  o f  s o c i a l  
l i f e ,  and h e  w as f i r m ly  co m m itted  t o  th e  v ie w  t h a t  t h e  u n iv e r s e  i t s e l f  
w as a  m o ra l o n e .  He c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  th e  lo v e  o f  God, b e a u ty  and  s e l f -  
i n t e r e s t  w e re  t h e  fo u n d a t io n s  o f  m o r a l i t y  an d  t h a t  " n a tu r e  h a th  
im p la n te d  i n  o u r  b r e a s t s  a  lo v e  o f  o t h e r s ,  a  s e n s e  o f  d u ty  to  them ,
a  m o ra l i n s t i n c t  . . . n a t u r e  h a s  c o n s t i t u t e d  u t i l i t y  t o  man" a s  t h e
62s ta n d a r d  o f  v i r t u e .  S o c i a l  l i f e  was p o s s i b l e  f o r  men b e c a u s e  o f  
t h e  m o ra l norm s and  o f  m e n 's  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  to  a b id e  b y  th em . T h o se  
who fo llo w  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  m o ra l s ta n d a r d  " w i l l  n e v e r  b e  q u e s t io n e d ,  a t  
t h e  g a te s  o f  h e a v e n ,"  h e  s a i d ,  " a s  to  th e  dogmas i n  w h ic h  th e y  a l l  
d i f f e r . " ^ 3
I f  t h e  t e s t  o f  c o n c e rn  f o r  o th e r s  i s  t h e  t e s t  o f  m o r a l i t y  and
59I b i d . ,  X, 29 9 .
60B oyd, V I I I ,  4 0 6 .
* ^
^ L ip s c o m b  and*-Bergh, X I I ,  31 5 . 4
62I b i d . . XIV, 13 8 -4 4 .. v
63I b i d . ,  X I I I ,  37 7 .
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r e l i g i o n ,  a s  J e f f e r s o n  th o u g h t  i t  t o  b e ,  h e  may b e  c a l l e d  an  
e x t re m e ly  m o ra l and  r e l i g i o u s  man, f o r  h e  s p e n t  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  
h i s  l i f e  i n  e f f o r t s  t o  im p ro v e  th e  w e l f a r e  o f  h i s  c o u n try m e n — in d e e d ,  
t o  b r in g  th e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  l i b e r t y  and  h a p p in e s s  t o  m a n k in d . As a  
h u m a n i ta r i a n ,  h i s  r e l i g i o n  w as a  s o c i a l  o n e . He was a  m odel h u sb a n d , 
f a t h e r ,  g r a n d f a t h e r  and  f r i e n d ,  a c c o r d in g  to  t h e  te s t im o n y  o f  th o s e
CIA
who knew h im  b e s t .  And a t  t h e  e n d , r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  d e a th  w as n e a r ,
h e  re m a in e d  ca lm  and  com posed . When h e  th o u g h t  h e  h e a r d  t h e  name o f
a  m i n i s t e r  c a l l e d ,  h e  s a i d  t h a t  w ou ld  b e  g la d  to  s e e  h im  as  a  " k in d
an d  good n e ig h b o r . "  H is  f r i e n d  and  p h y s i c i a n ,  D r. R o b ley  D u n g lin s o n ,
s a i d  a f t e r  J e f f e r s o n 1s d e a th  t h a t  h e  h a d  n e v e r  h e a r d  fro m  him  " a n
65o b s e r v a t io n  t h a t  s a v o re d  i n  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  d e g r e e ,  o f  im p ie ty ."
H is  c r u s a d e  a g a i n s t  r e l i g i o u s  ty r a n n y  and  i n t o l e r a n c e  e l i c i t e d
some o f  t h e  b e s t  e f f o r t s  o f  h i s  l i f e ;  and  th e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  c h u rc h
and  s t a t e ,  w h ic h  came to  b e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ,  owes
much to  J e f f e r s o n .  R e l ig io u s  p l u r a l i s m  dem anded t h a t  t h e  c o u r s e  h e  
s u g g e s te d  b e  im p le m e n te d , i f  t h e  u n i t y  and i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  
w e re  t o  f o l lo w .  I t  t h e r e f o r e  can  b e  s a i d  t h a t  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  
t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  h i s  co u n try m en  w as i n  t h i s  a r e a  com m ensu ra te  w i th  th e  
r e s u l t s  o f  h i s  e n d e a v o rs  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  la w , and  e d u c a t io n .
H is  d ream  o f  a  r a t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y  w a s , h o w ev er, a n o th e r  
m a t t e r ,  and  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  upon  th e  i n t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  v a r io u s  
r e l i g i o u s  b o d ie s  may b e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  m in im a l. B e l ie v in g  t h a t
/ /
S ee  R a n d o lp h , o p . c i t .
^^R andall, ojd. c i t . , I I I ,  5 4 9 .
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no t r u e  r e l i g i o n  w as p o s s i b l e  w i th o u t  a b s o lu t e  freed o m  o f  m ind and 
c o n s c ie n c e ,  h e  c o u ld  h a r d ly  h a v e  b e e n  e x p e c te d  to  e x e r t  a  r e v o lu ­
t i o n a r y  i n f l u e n c e  on r e l i g i o u s  b o d ie s  w hose v e ry  e x i s t e n c e  w as j u s t i ­
f i e d  by  t h e i r  dogm as. L e a d e rs  o f  o r th o d o x  b o d ie s  c o n t in u e d  lo n g
66a f t e r  h i s  d e a th  t o  e x c o r i a t e  h im  a s  a  "h o w lin g  i n f i d e l . "  The U n i­
t a r i a n s ,  h o w ev e r, a c c la im e d  h im  a s  a  s a i n t ;  and  as  th e  y e a r s  h av e  
p a s s e d  and  J e f f e r s o n  h a s  becom e m ore and  m ore " t h e  sym bol o f  A m e r ic a 's  
t r o u b l e d  s e a r c h  f o r  th e  im age o f  i t s e l f , "  h e  h a s  a l s o  becom e a  h e ro  
to  m ore and  m ore r e l i g i o u s  b o d ie s  and  t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p .  By th e  
m id d le  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  " r a b b i s ,  p r i e s t s ,  and m i n i s t e r s  o f  
v a r io u s  d e n o m in a tio n s  w e re  a c c la im in g  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  
f a i t h  and  d ra w in g  le s s o n s  from  i t ; "  a n d , in d e e d ,  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  
h i s  " r e l i g i o n  h a s  b e e n  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  m ore a r t i c l e s ,  many o f  them  
s c h o l a r l y ,  th a n  an y  o t h e r  t o p i c  e x c e p t  p o l i t i c s ; and  th e  g r e a t  
m a j o r i t y  h a v e  a t te m p te d  to  d e m o n s tr a te  t h a t  h e  was some k in d  o f  C h r i s ­
t i a n . " ^  I t  w ou ld  a p p e a r  t h a t  no a r e a  o f  A m erican  l i f e  h a s  b e e n  u n a f ­
f e c t e d  b y  J e f f e r s o n ,  t h e  h e ro  o f  d em o cracy .
J e f f e r s o n 's  r e l i g i o u s  v ie w s w e re , o f  c o u r s e ,  i n  p a r t  th e
p r o d u c t  o f  h i s  own d a y , o f  t h e  E n lig h te n m e n t w i th  i t s  em p h asis  upon
r e a s o n  and  s c i e n c e ,  i n  w h ic h  n a t u r e  w as s e e n  a s  a  w ork o f  a r t  from
t h e  C r e a t o r 's  h a n d . T he " v a r i e t y  o f  m inds"  w as a  d i v i n e l y  d e s ig n e d
d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o r  t o  make p o s s i b l e  th e  f u l f i l l i n g  o f  human n eed s  i n
s o c i e t y ,  and  u t i l i t y  w as th u s  t h e  t e s t  o f  m o r a l i t y .  I n  t h e  k in d  o f  
 £------------------------------------------------------------------
6 6 p e te r s o n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p p .  9 3 -9 4 , 1 2 7 -2 8 , 219 , 2 4 3 . 
67I b i d . , p .  3 0 3 .
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p r i m i t i v e  co m m u n ities  w hose c o h e s io n  was b a s e d  upon w h a t D urkheim  
c a l l e d  m e c h a n ic a l  s o l i d a r i t y ,  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p in io n  was l a c k i n g - - b u t  
t o  J e f f e r s o n  " d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p in io n  le a d s  t o  i n q u i r y ,  an d  i n q u i r y  to
£1 Q
t r u t h "  i n  r e l i g i o n  an d  s c i e n c e .  F reedom  o f  th o u g h t ,  i n q u i r y  and  
c o n s c ie n c e  w e re  t h e r e f o r e  e s s e n t i a l  e le m e n ts  i n  th e  D iv in e  p l a n ,  and 
a l l  J e f f e r s o n 's  th o u g h ts  a b o u t r e l i g i o n  w e re  g ro u n d ed  i n  t h i s  c o n ­
v i c t i o n .  T he w e l l - b e in g  and h a p p in e s s  o f  m ank ind  c o u ld  n e v e r  b e  r e a -
69l i z e d  w hen su c h  freed o m  was r e s t r i c t e d .  T h u s , r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s - - 
n o  l e s s  th a n  p o l i t i c a l ,  e d u c a t io n a l  and o t h e r  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s - - w e r e  
h u t  in s t r u m e n ts  to  b e  u t i l i z e d  i n  s e c u r in g  t o  man h i s  n a t u r a l  and  
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  t o  l i f e ,  l i b e r t y ,  and t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  h a p p i n e s s .
O n ly  by a b s t r a c t i o n  c a n  we a n a ly z e  th e  r o l e  o f  s e p a r a t e  s o c i a l  i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s  i n  J e f f e r s o n 's  th o u g h t .  A l l  w e re  i n t e g r a t e d  i n  an  a p p ro a c h  
b a s e d  upon  h i s  e s s e n t i a l  a s s u m p tio n  o f  a  m o ra l  u n iv e r s e  d e s ig n e d  by  
a n  a l l - w i s e  and  b e n e v o le n t  C r e a t o r  f o r  t h e  h a p p in e s s  o f  man a s  a  
s o c i a l  c r e a t u r e .  J e f f e r s o n  was a n t i - c l e r i c a l  f o r  th e  same r e a s o n  
t h a t  h e  w as a n t i - a u t h o r i t a r i a n  i n  e v e ry  a r e a  o f  l i f e .  And i f  b e l i e f  
i n  a  d i v i n e  C r e a to r ,  P r e s e r v e r  an d  P r o t e c t o r  i s  o f  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  
r e l i g i o n ,  i t  may b e  s a i d  u n e q u iv o c a l ly  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  w as in d e e d  a  
r e l i g i o u s  m an.
^ L ip s c o m b  a n d  B e rg h , X IV, 283 .
^ S e e  B o o r s t in ,  The L o s t  World o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  p p . 119-
2 7 .
CHAPTER X
OH DIFFERENTIATION, SOCIAL STRATIFICATION,
AND RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS
J e f f e r s o n  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  V i r g i n i a  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  o f  h i s  d ay  
i n  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  ty p o lo g y :  a t  th e  to p  w ere  th e  " a r i s t o c r a t s ,  com­
p o se d  o f  th e  g r e a t  la n d - h o ld e r s  who h ad  s e a te d  th e m s e lv e s  b e lo w  t i d e  
w a te r  o n  th e  m a in  r i v e r s ,  and  l i v e d  i n  a  s t y l e  o f  lu x u ry  and  e x t r a v a ­
g a n c e , in s u p p o r t a b l e  b y  th e  o t h e r  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  and  w h ic h , in d e e d ,  
e n d ed , i n  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s ,  i n  t h e  r u i n  o f  t h e i r  own f o r t u n e s . "
N ex t w e re  " th e  y o u n g e r  so n s  and  d a u g h te r s  o f  t h e  a r i s t o c r a t s ,  who 
i n h e r i t e d  th e  p r i d e  o f  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s ,  w i th o u t  t h e i r  w e a l t h . "  I n  
t h e  n e x t  s t r a tu m  w e re  " th e  p r e t e n d e r s ,  men who from  v a n i t y ,  o r  th e  
im p u lse  o f  g ro w in g  w e a l t h ,  o r  fro m  t h a t  e n t e r p r i z e  w h ich  i s  n a t u r a l  
to  t a l e n t s ,  s o u g h t to  d e ta c h  th e m se lv e s  from  th e  p le b e ia n  r a n k s ,  to  
w h ich  th e y  p r o p e r ly  b e lo n g e d ,  and  im i t a t e d ,  a t  some d i s t a n c e ,  th e  
m anners and  h a b i t s  o f  t h e  g r e a t . "  And th e n ,  " n e x t  to  t h e s e ,  w ere  a  
s o l i d  and  in d e p e n d e n t yeom anry , lo o k in g  a s k a n c e  a t  th o s e  a b o v e , y e t  
n o t  v e n tu r in g  to  j o s t l e  them ."* ' J e f f e r s o n  m ig h t a l s o  h a v e  added  t h a t  
n e x t  came th e  p o o r e r ,  l a n d le s s  w h i te s ,  and  a f t e r  them  I n d ia n s  and 
N egro s l a v e s .  H is  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  in c lu d e s  th e  
v a r i a b l e s  o f  b o th  econom ic s ta n d in g  and  p r e s t i g e  r a n k ,  a s  i s  c l e a r l y
'*'Sydnor, o p . c i t . , p .  6 1 . S ee  a l s o  F o rd ,  W r i t i n g s , IX , 4 7 2 -7 4 .
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i n d i c a t e d  i n  h i s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  y o u n g e r  s o n s  an d  d a u g h te r s  o f  t h e
g e n t r y  an d  t o  t h e  " p r e t e n d e r s ."
T h ie ^  i s  no d o u b t  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n ,  b y  v i r t u e  o f  f a m i ly  and
w e a l t h ,  w as b o r n  to  t h e  to p  r a n k ,  th o u g h  p e r h a p s  n o t  t o  t h e  v e r y  t o p .
I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  h e  o f t e n  l a s h e d  o u t  a t  t h e  a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  w h ic h  h e
w as a  m em ber; h o w e v e r , h e  w as no a l i e n  t o  t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  w h ic h  h e  w as
b o m .  H is  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d s  an d  a s s o c i a t e s  w e re  o f  t h e  g e n t r y ,  a n d  h e
w as o b v io u s ly  m o s t a t  e a s e  i n  t h e i r  com pany . H is  d e d i c a t i o n  t o
d em o cracy  i s  n o t  t o  b e  u n d e r s to o d  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a l i e n a t i o n  fro m
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h i s  s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  n o r  a s  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  a s  T u r n e r  
m a in t a i n e d .^  H is  b e l i e f  i n  d em o cracy  i n s t e a d  d e r iv e d  f ro m  t h e  f a c t
^As we h a v e  s e e n ,  h i s  m o t h e r 's  f a m i ly  w e re  o f  t h e  a r i s t o c r a c y  
and  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  c o u n ty  o l i g a r c h y .  He i n h e r i t e d  c o n ­
s i d e r a b l e  w e a l t h  fro m  h i s  f a t h e r  a s  w e l l  a s  fro m  h i s  f a t h e r - i n - l a w .  
H ow ever, h i s  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  w as o f t e n  p r e c a r i o u s  a f t e r  t h e  R ev o ­
l u t i o n ,  an d  i n  h i s  o l d  a g e  h i s  d e b t s  f a r  o u t s t r i p p e d  t h e  v a lu e  o f  h i s  
p o s s e s s i o n s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h i s  fam e an d  d i s t i n c t i o n  b y  t h a t  t im e  
p la c e d  h im  a t  t h e  to p  i n  p r e s t i g e  r a n k .
^ M alo n e , J e f f e r s o n  t h e  V i r g i n i a n ,  p .  x i i i .
^ T u r n e r ,  p o s t u l a t i n g  t h a t  A m e ric a n  d em o cracy  w as a  p r o d u c t  o f  
t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " J e f f e r s o n  w as t h e  f i r s t  p r o p h e t  o f  A m e ri­
c a n  d e m o c ra c y , an d  w hen  we a n a l y s e  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  h i s  
g o s p e l ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  W e s te rn  i n f l u e n c e  w as t h e  d o m in a n t e l e ­
m e n t ."  F r e d e r i c k  J a c k s o n  T u r n e r ,  T he F r o n t i e r  i n  A m e ric a n  H i s t o r y  
(New Y o rk : H en ry  H o l t  a n d  Company, 1 9 5 8 ) ,  p .  2 5 0 . H o w ev er, T u r n e r
a d m it t e d  t h a t  " J e f f e r s o n  w as t h e  J o h n  t h e  B a p t i s t  o f  d e m o c ra c y , n o t  
i t s  M o se s ."  I b i d . ,  p .  2 5 1 . E ven  T u r n e r  saw  J e f f e r s o n  a s  h i g h l y  
c u l t i v a t e d ,  r e f i n e d ,  an d  e d u c a t e d - - t h e  " c i v i l i z e d  m an" p a r  e x c e l l e n c e  
so  w e l l  d e p i c t e d  b y  A l b e r t  J a y  N ock . C o n te m p o ra ry  h i s t o r i a n s  p l a c e  
l i t t l e  im p o r ta n c e  o n  t h e  T u r n e r  t h e s i s ,  w h ic h  B o o r s t i n  p o i n t s  o u t  w as 
o n c e  a c c e p te d  a s  " a  dogma to  b e  a p p l i e d  r a t h e r  th a n  a  h y p o t h e s i s  t o  
b e  t e s t e d . "  D a n ie l  J .  B o o r s t i n ,  T he  A m e r ic a n s : T he N a t i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e ,
p .  4 3 5 . S e e  a l s o  B e n so n , o p . c i t . , p p .  4 1 - 9 1 ;  an d  W i l l i a m  A pplem an 
W i l l i a m s ,  "T h e  F r o n t i e r  T h e s i s  an d  A m e ric a n  F o r e ig n  P o l i c y , "  P a c i f i c  
H i s t o r i c a l  R ev iew , XXIV (1 9 5 5 ) ,  3 7 9 -9 5 .  T he f r o n t i e r  no  d o u b t h a d  
i t s  i n f l u e n c e  o n  J e f f e r s o n 's  t h i n k i n g ;  h e  w a s , h o w e v e r , i n  no  s e n s e
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t h a t  h e  i n t e r n a l i z e d  t h e  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  and  n a t u r a l  law  v a lu e s  o f  
t h e  E n lig h te n m e n t m ore f u l l y  th a n  m o s t o f  h i s  c o n te m p o r a r ie s ,  and 
t h a t  h i s  own o r i g i n a l  and in n o v a t iv e  m ind le d  h im  to  ad v an c e  i n  many 
r e s p e c t s  f a r  b ey o n d  ev en  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  th e  E n l ig h te n m e n t .  F u r t h e r ­
m o re , h e  w as a n  a c t i v i s t  w hose b e l i e f s  i n s p i r e d  h im  t o  e f f o r t s  a t  
r e f o r m a t io n  and  a m e l io r a t i o n .
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M alone sp e a k s  o f  him  a s  a  l i b e r a l .  C e r t a i n l y  h e  w as a  " c u l ­
t i v a t e d  g e n tle m a n  who a lw ay s  in d u lg e d  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c ,  l i t e r a r y  and  
e s t h e t i c  t a s t e s ; "  h e  w as a l s o  a  " l i f e l o n g  a d v o c a te  o f  l i b e r t y  f o r  
a l l ,  and  o f  e d u c a t io n  f o r  a l l  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  to  t h e i r  m e r i t "  and  t h e i r
t h e  same s o r t  o f  f r o n t i e r s m a n  a s  was Andrew J a c k s o n ,  and  th e  A lb e m a rle  
C oun ty  o f  h i s  d a y  h ad  l i t t l e  i n  common w i th  t h e  backw oods o f  th e  
C a ro l in a -T e n n e s s e e -K e n tu c k y  m o u n ta in s , o f  J a c k s o n 's  d a y . As S y d n o r 
m akes c l e a r ,  i n  J e f f e r s o n 1s tim e  ev e n  th o s e  who w ere  b u i l d i n g  f o r tu n e s  
bey o n d  t h e  B lu e  R id g e  i n  t h e  S henandoah  V a l le y  o f  V i r g i n i a  w e re  o f t e n  
o f  t h e  sam e f a m i l i e s  as  t h e  T id e w a te r  g e n t r y ;  and  i n  t h e  P ie d m o n t— i n  
A lb e m a rle  C o u n ty , i n  p a r t i c u l a r - - t h e  l e a d in g  f a m i l i e s  w e re  d e s c e n d a n ts  
o f  th e  a r i s t o c r a c y  w hose s o c i a l  and  econom ic p o s i t i o n  w as b a s e d  upon 
la n d  o w n e rs h ip , s l a v e s ,  and  th e  o t h e r  e le m e n ts  o f  t h e  T id e w a te r  g e n t r y ;  
and  i n  t h e  P ie d m o n t- - in  A lb e m a rle  C o u n ty , i n  p a r t i c u l a r - - t h e  l e a d in g  
f a m i l i e s  w e re  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  th e  a r i s t o c r a c y  w hose s o c i a l  and  econom ic 
p o s i t i o n  was b a s e d  upon la n d  o w n e rs h ip ,  s l a v e s ,  and t h e  o t h e r  e le m e n ts  
o f  t h e  T id e w a te r  w ay o f  l i f e .  S y d n o r , o j d .  c i t . ,  p .  9 5 . S ee  a l s o  
B r id e n b a u g h , oj>. c i t . ,  p p . 1 , 3 9 , 12 0 .
J e f f e r s o n  w as , o f  c o u r s e ,  a  s u p p o r t e r  o f  w e s tw a rd  e x p a n s io n .  
D a n ie l  B o o r s t in  s e e s  t h e  A m erican  f r o n t i e r  a s  h a v in g  b e e n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
by  " b o o s te r is m "  and  t h e  f r o n t i e r s m a n  as  " i n t e n s e ,  n a i v e ,  o p t i m i s t i c "  
and  v e r s a t i l e ,  a lw ay s  s e e k in g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p r o f i t .  T he A m e r ic a n s : 
T he N a t io n a l  E x p e r ie n c e , p .  123 . H a r tz  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  th e  T u rn e r  
t h e s i s  i s  u n te n a b le  s i n c e  f r o n t i e r s  i n  o th e r  la n d s  d id  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
p ro d u c e  d em o cracy . He s u g g e s ts  t h a t  t h e  A m erican  f r o n t i e r  may h a v e  
p ro v id e d  th e  c o u n t e r p a r t  o f  t h e  E u ro p ean  p e a s a n t  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  
b ecom ing  a  " c a p i t a l i s t  f a r m e r ,"  b u t  c o n te n d s  t h a t  th e  u rb a n  l a b o r e r  was 
a l s o  a  d e c i s i v e  e le m e n t i n  th e  g ro w th  o f  d em o cracy , i n  s p i t e  o f  J e f f e r ­
s o n 's  f e a r  o f  t h e  "mobs o f  g r e a t  c i t i e s . "  T he L i b e r a l  T r a d i t i o n  i n  
A m e ric a , p p .  9 2 , 9 5 , 1 1 9 -2 2 . J e f f e r s o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  l a t e r  r e v i s e d  h i s  
o p in io n  o f  u rb a n  w o r k e r s ,  th o u g h  h e  n e v e r  e n t i r e l y  l o s t  h i s  p r e f e r e n c e  
f o r  f a r m e r s .
C
J e f f e r s o n  th e  V ir g in ia n , p .  x i v .
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a b i l i t y  t o  r e c e iv e  i t .  As an  e n l ig h te n e d  l i b e r a l ,  " h e  e x e m p li f i e d  
m ore th a n  an y  o f  h i s  f e l lo w s  . . . t h e  humane s p i r i t ,  t h e  i n c e s s a n t  
s c i e n t i f i c  c u r i o s i t y  and  z e a l  f o r  u n i v e r s a l  k n o w led g e , and  th e  
fu n d a m e n ta l b e l i e f  i n  th e  pow ers o f  human i n t e l l i g e n c e "  w h ich  w e re  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  i d e a l s  o f  t h e  E n l ig h te n m e n t.^
H is  o b j e c t i o n  to  th e  c o n t in u a t i o n  o f  t h e  pow ers o f  an  
e n t r e n c h e d  a r i s t o c r a c y  w e re  tw o - f o ld :  f i r s t ,  t h a t  th e y  w ere  l i k e l y
to  beeom e t y r a n n i c a l  and  le a d  to  m onarchy ; s e c o n d ly ,  t h a t  th e y  p r e ­
v e n te d  th e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  " n a t u r a l  a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  t a l e n t  and 
v i r t u e "  t o  b e  fou n d  i n  a l l  c l a s s e s  o f  s o c i e t y .  He n e v e r t h e l e s s  r e c o g ­
n iz e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  o f  h i s  day  and  b e l i e v e d ,
a s  we h a v e  s e e n ,  t h a t  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  and  l e a d e r s h ip  w e re  t h e  r e s p o n s i -
g
b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e d u c a te d  and  d e d ic a te d  few . H is  o b j e c t i o n  w as l e s s  to  
a r i s t o c r a c y  a s  s u c h - - w i th  i t s  c o r o l l a r y  o f  i n f e r i o r  r a n k s - - th a n  to  
h e r e d i t a r y  a r i s t o c r a c y .  N o t o n ly  was an  h e r e d i t a r y  a r i s t o c r a c y  
fo u n d ed  on  i r r a t i o n a l  and  u n j u s t  p r i n c i p l e s ,  b u t  i t  p ro v id e d  a  r e a d y ­
made av en u e  t o  d e s p o t i c  p r i v i l e g e  w h ic h  d e n ie d  th e  m ass o f  men t h e i r
n a t u r a l  r i g h t s .  W hat h e  s o u g h t was t o  b ro a d e n  th e  b a s e  o f  l e a d e r s h ip
^ I b i d . , p p .  x iv - x v .
^ I b i d . , p .  x v .
^He w as c l e a r l y  aw are  o f  h i s  own s u p e r i o r  s t a t u s  and e a r l y  
s o u g h t t o  p ro v e  h im s e l f  w o r th y  o f  th e  p r i v i l e g e s  w h ic h  w ere  h i s  by 
v i r t u e  o f  b i r t h  and  w e a l t h .  He s o u g h t u n s u c c e s s f u l ly  t o  s e c u r e  a  
co p y  o f  th e  a n c e s t r a l  J e f f e r s o n  c o a t  o f  a rm s, r e f e r r i n g  to  i t  h a l f -  
h u m o ro u s ly ; n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h e  o b v io u s ly  ap p ro v e d  some o f  th e  sym bols 
o f  a r i s t o c r a c y .  When no su c h  c o a t  o f  arm s c o u ld  b e  l o c a t e d ,  h e  
a d o p te d  a  s e a l  b e a r i n g  t h e  m o t to ,  " R e b e l l io n  to  T y ra n ts  i s  O b ed ien c e  
to  G od ." I b i d . ,  p .  156n .
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and p o w e r, and  t o  e n a b le  t h e  p e o p le  t o  h o ld  a  r ig o r o u s  r e i n  on th e  
a m b it io n s  o f  t h e i r  l e a d e r s .
H is  e a r l y  o b j e c t io n s  t o  an  h e r e d i t a r y  a r i s t o c r a c y  w ere  r e i n ­
f o r c e d  b y  w h a t h e  o b s e rv e d  i n  F r a n c e .  To G eorge  W ythe h e  w r o te ,  " I f  
anybody  th in k s  t h a t  k in g s ,  n o b le s ,  o r  p r i e s t s  a r e  good c o n s e r v a to r s  
o f  t h e  p u b l i c  h a p p in e s s ,  s e n d  h im  h e r e . "  F o r  i n  F r a n c e ,  t h e  n a t i o n  
" w i th  t h e  f i n e s t  s o i l  on e a r t h ,  th e  f i n e s t  c l im a t e  u n d e r  h e a v e n , and  
a  p e o p le  o f  t h e  m o s t b e n e v o le n t ,  t h e  m o st g ay  and  a m ia b le  c h a r a c t e r  
o f  w h ic h  th e  human fo rm  i s  s u s c e p t i b l e , "  t h e  e v id e n c e s  o f  a n  a u t h o r i ­
t a r i a n  and  r a p a c io u s  a r i s t o c r a c y  w e re  w id e s p r e a d .  And t o  t h i s  l e t t e r  
h e  ad d ed  h i s  fam ous i n j u n c t i o n :  " P re a c h ,  ray d e a r  S i r ,  a  c ru s a d e
a g a i n s t  ig n o r a n c e ;  e s t a b l i s h  and  im prove t h e  law  f o r  e d u c a t in g  th e
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common p e o p l e ,"  t h a t  th e y  m ig h t p r o t e c t  th e m s e lv e s  fro m  su c h  t y r a n t s .
P e rh a p s  h i s  f e a r  o f  t h e  g ro w th  o f  t h e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  s p i r i t  
i n  h i s  own c o u n t r y - - a  s t r o n g  e le m e n t in  h i s  a r d e n t  o b j e c t i o n  to  t h e  
F e d e r a l i s t s - - c a n  b e s t  b e  i l l u s t r a t e d  by  h i s  comments on t h e  S o c ie ty  
o f  t h e  C i n c i n n a t i .  O f h i s  f e l lo w  A m e ric a n s , h e  s a i d ,  "O f d i s t i n c t i o n  
by  b i r t h  o r  b a d g e  th e y  h a d  no m ore id e a  th a n  th e y  h ad  o f  th e  mode o f  
e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  moon o r  p l a n e t s . "  I t  w as i n  E u ro p e  t h a t  t h e  m i s e r i e s  
a t t e n d a n t  upon h e r e d i t a r y  s o c i a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  c o u ld  b e s t  b e  o b s e rv e d ,  
"w h e re  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  man i s  l o s t  i n  a r b i t r a r y  d i s t i n c t i o n s ,  w h e re  t h e  
human s p e c ie s  i s  c l a s s e d  i n t o  s e v e r a l  s t a g e s  o f  d e g r a d a t io n ,  w h ere  th e  
many a r e  c ru s h e d  u n d e r  t h e  w e ig h t  o f  th e  fe w ,"  a  m e la n c h o ly  s i t u a t i o n  
w h ic h  s u g g e s te d  to  J e f f e r s o n  th e  im age o f  "God a lm ig h ty  and  h i s  a n g e ls
^Lipscomb and B ergh , V, 3 9 6 -9 7 .
t r a m p l in g  u n d e r  f o o t  th e  h o s t s  o f  t h e  dam ned .1'
To W ash in g to n  J e f f e r s o n  w ro te  t h a t  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  th e  C in c in ­
n a t i  w as a  r e a l  t h r e a t  t o  A m erican  g o v e rn m e n t, f o r  i t  w ould  e v e n t u a l l y  
p ro d u c e  an  h e r e d i t a r y  a r i s t o c r a c y .  He ap p ro v ed  a r i s t o c r a t i c  v i r t u e s  
b u t  n o t  a r i s t o c r a t i c  p r i v i l e g e s ,  as  h e  made c l e a r  t o  L a f a y e t t e
11r e g a r d in g  th e  l a t t e r 1s p r o p o s a l  o f  a  l i m i t e d  m onarchy  i n  F r a n c e .  
J e f f e r s o n 's  d i s t i n c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  w as i n  o p e n in g  th e  d o o rs  o f  h ig h  
p o s i t i o n  to  a l l  who b e lo n g e d  t h e r e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s ,  r e g a r d ­
l e s s  o f  t h e i r  f a m i ly  o r  o r i g i n - - t h e  " a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  t a l e n t  and  
v i r t u e . "  Any o t h e r  b a s i s  f o r  m em bersh ip  i n  th e  l e a d e r s h ip  e l i t e  was
an  a r t i f i c i a l  o n e - -w h e th e r  o f  " w e a l th ,  b i r t h  o r  o t h e r  a c c i d e n t a l  c o n -
12‘i i i t i o n . "  A nd, f u r th e r m o r e ,  a s  g o v ern m en ts  e x i s t e d  o n ly  to  i n s u r e  
t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  p e o p le ,  an  e d u c a te d  c i t i z e n r y  was n e c e s s a r y  i n  
o r d e r  t o  h o ld  t h e  l e a d e r s h ip  e l i t e  i n  c h e c k , s i n c e  te m p ta t io n  and 
o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  p e r s o n a l  a g g ra n d iz e m e n t w e re  a lw ay s  a v a i l a b l e  to  w h a t 
h e  c a l l e d  th e  a r i s t o i . The e s s e n t i a l  r i g h t s  w e re  n o t  th o s e  o f  th e  
a r i s t o c r a c y ,  w h e th e r  o f  b i r t h  o r  o f  t a l e n t ,  f o r  th e y  w ere  i n  a  p o s i ­
t i o n  to  p r o t e c t  th e m s e lv e s; i t  w as t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  p e o p le  w h ic h
^ F o r d ,  W r i t in g s ,  IV , 175 .
■^M alone, J e f f e r s o n  an d  th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man, p p .  2 2 3 -2 4 .
^ P a d o v e r ,  J e f f e r s o n ,  p .  4 3 . Many h a v e  p o in t e d  o u t  h i s  demo­
c r a t i c  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  as  P r e s i d e n t ,  in c lu d in g  h i s  r e p l a c in g  th e  r e c ­
t a n g u l a r  t a b l e  i n  t h e  W h ite  H ouse w i th  a  rou n d  o ne  so  t h a t  t h e  p r o t o ­
c o l  o f  s e a t i n g  i n  o r d e r  o f  p r e c e d e n c e  a t  o f f i c i a l  r e c e p t io n s  m ig h t b e  
a v o id e d — an a c t  r e f l e c t i n g  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  ra n k  and  a u t h o r i t y  "w ere  
t h e  a c c i d e n t a l ,  n o t  th e  e s s e n t i a l ,  a t t r i b u t e s ^ o f  m an ."  Seym our 
M a r t in  L i p s e t  an d  R e in h a rd  B e n d ix , S o c i a l  M o b i l i ty  i n  I n d u s t r i a l  
S o c ie ty  (B e rk e le y :  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 9 ), p .  7 8 .
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m u st come f i r s t ;  i t  was t h e  sh e e p  w h ic h  m ust b e  p r o t e c t e d  fro m  th e  
w o lv e s ,  a s  h e  p h ra s e d  i t .  He was o p p o sed  to  a l l  fo rm s o f  p o l i t i c a l ,  
m i l i t a r y ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  an d  r e l i g i o u s  ty r a n n y ,  w h e re v e r  and  in  w h a t­
e v e r  fo rm  th e y  m ig h t b e  fo u n d .
J e f f e r s o n  showed g r e a t  c o n c e rn  f o r  th e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  th e  
13r i g h t s  o f  m i n o r i t i e s .  T h e  two r a c i a l  m i n o r i t i e s  w h ic h  w e re  a  p a r t  
o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  p o p u la t io n ,  I n d ia n s  an d  N e g ro e s , en g ag ed  h i s  a t t e n ­
t i o n s  and  h i s  i n t e r e s t .  He w ro te  much a b o u t them  w h ich  i s  o f  s o c i o ­
l o g i c a l  r e le v a n c e  and im p o r t .
H is  f a s c i n a t i o n  w i t h  I n d ia n s  and  deep  sym pathy  f o r  them  w e n t 
b a c k  t o  th e  d a y s  o f  h i s  c h i ld h o o d  w hen many o f  th em , en  r o u t e  to  
p e t i t i o n  t h e  g o v e rn o r  o r  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  W il l ia m s b u rg ,  s to p p e d  o v e r ­
n i g h t  a t  S h a d w e ll .  As a  s t u d e n t  a t  W ill ia m  and  M ary , h e  w as d e e p ly  
im p re s s e d  b y  th e  f a r e w e l l  o r a t i o n  o f  a  c h i e f  o f  t h e  C h ero k ees  who w as 
a b o u t t o  s a i l  f o r  E n g la n d . O n ta s s e te ,  a s  J e f f e r s o n  knew h im  ( o th e r s  
c a l l e d  h im  O s te n a c o , O c o n a s ta  o r  O u t a c i t y ) , h ad  b e e n  a  g u e s t  o n ce  a t  
S h a d w e ll ,  and  J e f f e r s o n  v i s i t e d  h i s  camp a t  W il l ia m s b u rg ,  w h ere  h e  
w i th  165 members o f  h i s  t r i b e  had  jo u rn e y e d  t o  s e e k  p e r m is s io n  to  
v i s i t  t h e  G r e a t  K ing in  E n g la n d . J e f f e r s o n  w as d e e p ly  moved by  t h e  
e lo q u e n c e  o f  t h e  c h i e f ’ s f a r e w e l l  o r a t i o n  to  h i s  p e o p le ,  a l th o u g h  
t h e  young man u n d e rs to o d  n o th in g  t h a t  was s a i d .  I t  was an  e x p e r ie n c e  
t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  n e v e r  f o r g o t .  Many y e a r s  l a t e r ,  a s  g o v e rn o r  and P r e s i ­
d e n t ,  h e  w as t o  r e c e iv e  v i s i t s  from  th e  I n d ia n s  and  to  sm oke th e  
p e a c e  p ip e  w i t h  them . He h a d  a  p ro fo u n d  a n t h r o p o l o g ic a l  i n t e r e s t  i n
■^Malone, J e f f e r s o n  and th e  O rdeal o f  L ib e r ty , p . 36 2 .
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t h e  I n d ia n s  and  a l l  h i s  l i f e  w as a  s t u d e n t  o f  t h e i r  la n g u a g e s  and  
c u s to m s . ^
I n  t h e  N o te s  on  V i r g i n i a  h e  l i s t e d  th e  t r i b e s  o f  I n d ia n s  
w i t h  a  c o m p le te n e s s  an d  p r e c i s i o n  r a r e  f o r  h i s  t i m e , ^  i n d i c a t i n g  
t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  c h i e f  to w n s , and  th e  num ber o f  t h e i r  w a r r i o r s .
T he  t h r e e  c h i e f  t r i b e s  i n  V i r g i n i a  w e re  t h e  P o w h a ta n s , t h e  M anna-  
h o a c s ,  an d  t h e  M o n acan s , e a c h  w i t h  num erous s u b t r i b e s . J e f f e r s o n  
r e p o r t e d  i n  some d e t a i l  t h e i r  cu s to m s and  m eans o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .  
S in c e  th e y  h ad  n e v e r  s u b m it te d  th e m s e lv e s  t o  law s o r  g o v e rn m e n t, 
" t h e i r  o n ly  c o n t r o l s , "  h e  p o in t e d  o u t ,  " a r e  t h e i r  m a n n e rs , and  t h a t  
m o ra l  s e n s e  o f  r i g h t  a n d  w ro n g , w h ic h ,  l i k e  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t a s t i n g  and  
f e e l i n g  i n  e v e ry  m an, m akes a  p a r t  o f  h i s  n a t u r e .  An o f f e n s e  a g a i n s t  
t h e s e  i s  p u n is h e d  b y  c o n te m p t,  b y  e x c l u s i o n  fro m  s o c i e t y ,  o r ,  w h e re  
t h e  c a s e  i s  s e r i o u s , ' a s  t h a t  o f  m u rd e r ,  b y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  whom i t  
c o n c e r n s . "  J e f f e r s o n  h e r e i n  d i s p l a y e d  an  e x c e p t io n a l  p e r c e p t iv e n e s s  
f o r  m a t t e r s  o f  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  r e p o r t i n g  f u r t h e r  t h a t  
" c r im e s  a r e  v e r y  r a r e  among th em ; in so m u ch  t h a t  w e re  i t  m ade a  q u e s ­
t i o n ,  w h e th e r  no la w , a s  among t h e  s a v a g e  A m e r ic a n s ,  o r  to o  much la w , 
a s  among th e  c i v i l i z e d  E u ro p e a n s , s u b m its  man t o  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e v i l ,  
on e  who h a s  s e e n  b o th  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  e x i s t e n c e  w o u ld  p ro n o u n c e  i t  to  
b e  t h e  l a s t ;  an d  t h a t  t h e  sh e e p  a r e  h a p p i e r  o f  th e m s e lv e s ,  t h a n  u n d e r  
t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e  w o lv e s ."  H ow ever, s i n c e  l a r g e  " s o c i e t i e s  c a n n o t 
e x i s t  w i th o u t  g o v e rn m e n t,"  t h e  I n d ia n s  d i v i d e  th e m s e lv e s  i n t o  s m a l l
•'•^Malone, J e f f e r s o n  th e  V ir g in ia n ,  p p . 6 0 -6 1 .
-*-5 lb  i d . , p . 3 8 5 .
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g ro u p s  and  su b  t r i b e s  . ^
C a p ta in  J o h n  S m ith  i n  1607 r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  P o w h a tan  c o n ­
f e d e r a c y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a b o u t  e i g h t  th o u s a n d  m em bers, "w h ich  w as o n e  
f o r  e v e r y  s q u a r e  m i l e , "  J e f f e r s o n  a d d s ,  an d  w i t h  " t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  
w a r r i o r s  t o  t h e i r  w h o le  i n h a b i t a n t s  . . . t h r e e  t o  t e n . "  By 1669 th e  
c e n s u s  r e v e a le d  t h a t  t h e i r  num bers h a d  b e e n  re d u c e d  t o  a b o u t o n e -  
t h i r d .  " S p x r i to u s  l i q u o r s ,  t h e  s m a l l - p o x ,  w a r ,  an d  a n  a b r id g e m e n t 
o f  t e r r i t o r y  t o  a  p e o p le  who l i v e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  on  t h e  s p o n ta n e o u s  
p r o d u c t io n s  o f  n a t u r e ,  h a d  c o m m itted  t e r r i b l e  h a v o c  among them  . . . . "  
B u t " t h a t  t h e  la n d s  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y  w e re  t a k e n  fro m  them  b y  c o n q u e s t ,
i s  n o t  so  g e n e r a l  a  t r u t h  a s  i s  s u p p o s e d . I  f i n d  i n  o u r  h i s t o r i a n s
17an d  r e c o r d s ,  r e p e a te d  p r o o f s  o f  p u r c h a s e  . . . . "
W ith  t h e s e  l o s s e s ,  s o c i a l  c h a n g e s  f o l lo w e d ,  in c lu d in g  t h e
a n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  s u b t r i b e s  an d  t h e  n e a r  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f
o t h e r s .  " T h e re  re m a in  o f  t h e  M a tta p o n ie s  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  men o n ly ,
and  h a v e  m ore  n e g ro  th a n  I n d ia n  b lo o d  i n  th em . T h ey  h a v e  l o s t  t h e i r
la n g u a g e ,  h a v e  r e d u c e d  th e m s e lv e s ,  b y  v o l u n t a r y  s a l e s ,  t o  a b o u t  f i f t y
a c r e s  o f  l a n d . "  T he  c o n d i t i o n  o f  " t h e  P am u n k ies"  w as a lm o s t  a s  b a d .
O nly  t e n  o r  tw e lv e  o f  them  s u r v iv e d .  "T he o l d e r  o n es  among them
p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  la n g u a g e  i n  a  s m a l l  d e g r e e ,  w h ic h  a r e  th e  l a s t  v e s t i g e s
18on e a r t h ,  a s  f a r  a s  we know , o f  t h e  P o w h a tan  la n g u a g e ."
J e f f e r s o n  th e n  d e s c r ib e s  some o f  t h e  cu s to m s o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a
"^L ipscom b and  B e rg h , I I ,  129 ,
17I b i d . ,  I I ,  1 2 9 -3 1 .
18I b i d . ,  I I ,  13 2 .
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I n d i a n s .  " I  know o f  no su c h  th i n g  e x i s t i n g  a s  an  I n d i a n  m onum ent,"
h e  s a y s ,  " f o r  I  w ou ld  n o t  h o n o r  w i th  t h a t  name a rro w  p o i n t s ,  s to n e
h a t c h e t s ,  s t o n e  p i p e s ,  and  h a l f - s h a p e n  im ages . . , u n le s s  in d e e d
i t  w o u ld  b e  t h e  b a r ro w s ,  o f  w h ic h  many a r e  to  b e  fo u n d  a l l  o v e r  t h i s
c o u n t r y ."  He th e n  g iv e s  a  d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  I n d ia n  b u r i a l
cu s to m s and  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  a  b u r i a l  s i t e  n e a r  M o n t ic e l l o .  O f
t h e s e  b a rro w s  o r  m ounds, h e  s a y s ,  "T hey  a r e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s ,  some
o f  them  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  e a r t h ,  and  some o f  lo o s e  s t o n e s . "  The mound
w h ic h  h e  e x c a v a te d  c o n ta in e d  b o n es  " ly in g  i n  t h e  u tm o s t  c o n f u s io n ,
19som e v e r t i c a l ,  some o b l iq u e ,  some h o r i z o n t a l  . . . He t h e r e f o r e
c o n c lu d e d  t h a t ,  i n  o r d e r  to  e s t a b l i s h  w h e th e r  t h e  mound c o n ta in e d  
th e  b o n es  o f  o n ly  th o s e  f a l l e n  i n  b a t t l e  o r  w as a  v i l l a g e  s e p u lc h r e ,  
h e  s h o u ld  c u t  p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y  th ro u g h  t h e  mound and  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  
c o n d i t io n  o f  t h e  b o n e s  fo u n d  a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s t r a t a .
T h is  h e  p ro c e e d e d  to  d o , c o n d u c t in g  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  i f  
h e  w e re  a  p h y s i c a l  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t ,  an d  a l s o  ta k in g  d u e  n o te  o f  a r c h a e o ­
l o g i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  He fo u n d  f o u r  l a y e r s  o f  b o n e s ,  e a c h  d iv id e d
b y  s t r a t a  o f  s to n e s  and  e a r t h .  The b o n es  n e a r e s t  t h e  s u r f a c e  w ere  
20l e a s t  d e c a y e d . T h u s , h e  d e c id e d  t h a t  th e  b a rro w  c o n ta in e d  th e  
rem a in s  o f  th o s e  who h ad  d ie d  b o th  o f  n a t u r a l  c a u s e s  and  i n  b a t t l e ;  
and  t h a t  t h e s e  re m a in s  w e re  c o l le c te d -^ f ro m  tim e  to  t im e  and  i n t e r r e d  
i n  th e  b a r ro w . T he f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b o n es  w e re  fo u n d  i n  d i s t i n c t  l a y e r s  
and  t h a t  th e y  w e re  o f  b o th  a d u l t s  and  c h i l d r e n  le d  h im  to  r e a s o n  i n
19I b i d . ,  I I ,  135 .
20I b i d . ,  I I ,  137.
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t h i s  f a s h i o n . 21 H is  a p p ro a c h  was s c i e n t i f i c  and  h i s  r e a s o n in g  
l o g i c a l .
J e f f e r s o n  th e n  p o se d  th e  q u e s t i o n  o f  th e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  A m eri­
c a n  I n d i a n s .  A n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  th e o ry  l a t e r  a c c e p te d  by s c i e n t i s t s ,  
h e  p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  I n d ia n s  re se m b le d  O r i e n t a l s  and  w e re  p ro b a b ly  
d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  w a n d e re rs  from  A s ia  who c r o s s e d  o v e r  to  t h e  A m erican  
c o n t i n e n t ,  f o r  " t h e  l a t e  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  C a p ta in  C ook, c o a s t i n g  from  
K am schatka  t o  C a l i f o r n i a ,  h a v e  p ro v e d  t h a t  i f  th e  two c o n t in e n t s  . . . 
b e  s e p a r a t e d  a t  a l l ,  i t  i s  o n ly  b y  a  n a rro w  s t r a i t . "  To e s t a b l i s h  
th e  I n d ia n  l i n e a g e ,  " a  kn o w led g e  o f  t h e i r  s e v e r a l  la n g u a g e s  w ou ld  
b e  t h e  m o s t c e r t a i n  e v id e n c e  . . . .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  th e  b e s t  p r o o f  
o f  t h e  a f f i n i t y  w h ic h  c a n  e v e r  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o . "  T he E n g l i s h ,  D u tch , 
G erm ans, S w is s ,  an d  S c a n d in a v ia n s  h ad  lo n g  b e e n  s e p a r a t e d ,  b u t  t h e i r  
common o r i g i n  c a n  b e  d e m o n s tra te d  p h i l o l o g i c a l l y . .  " I t  i s  t o  b e  
la m e n te d ,  v e r y  much la m e n te d ,"  h e  s a i d ,  " t h a t  we h a v e  s u f f e r e d  so  
many o f  t h e  I n d i a n  t r i b e s  a l r e a d y  to  e x t i n g u i s h ,  w i th o u t  o u r  h a v in g  
p r e v io u s l y  c o l l e c t e d  and  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  th e  
g e n e r a l  ru d im e n ts  a t  l e a s t  o f  t h e  la n g u a g e s  th e y  s p o k e ."  I f  th e  
v o c a b u l a r i e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  t r i b e s  i n  N o r th  and  S o u th  A m erica  w e re  
a v a i l a b l e ,  w i th  " t h e i r  a p p e l l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  m o st common o b j e c t s  o f  
n a t u r e ,  o f  th o s e  w h ic h  m u st b e  p r e s e n t  t o  e v e ry  n a t i o n  b a rb a ro u s  o r  
c i v i l i z e d ,  w i th  t h e  i n f l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  nounS:, and  v e r b s , "  t h i s  
w o u ld  e n a b le  " th o s e  s k i l l e d  i n  t h e  la n g u a g e s  o f  t h e  o ld  w o r ld  to  
com pare them " w i th  th o s e  i n  th e  New "World i n  o r d e r  t o  t r a c e  t h e
21I b i d . ,  I I ,  138 .
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22d e r i v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  v a r io u s  I n d ia n  t r i b e s .  J e f f e r s o n 's  s c i e n t i f i c  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  re m a in e d  w i th  h im  th ro u g h o u t l i f e ,  and  from  
tim e  t o  t im e , a s  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  p e r m i t t e d ,  h e  c o n t in u e d  h i s  e f f o r t s  
to  c o l l e c t  th e  v a r io u s  I n d i a n  d i a l e c t s  and  v o c a b u l a r i e s .  H is  
i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  I n d ia n s  w e re  s o c i o l o g i c a l ,  a n t h r o p o l o g ic a l ,  and  
p h i l o l o g i c a l .
H is c o n c e rn  f o r  t h e  In d ia n  w as a l s o  h u m a n i ta r ia n ,  and  i t  i s
p r o b a b ly  t r u e  t h a t  " s e n t im e n ta l i s m  b l u r r e d  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  v i s i o n  to  
23some d e g r e e ."  H is  e n th u s ia s m  f o r  I n d i a n  e lo q u e n c e  le d  h im  to  r e l a t e  
a  s t o r y  w h ich  g o t  h im  i n t o  c o n s id e r a b l e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s .
He t o l d  o f  how t h e  f a m ily  o f  a  M ingo c h i e f  named L o g an , a  f r i e n d  o f  
t h e  w h i t e s ,  h ad  b e e n  m u rd e re d  b y  one C o lo n e l  M ic h a e l C re s a p , a  s t o r y  
he  h a d  e i t h e r  h e a r d  i n  W ill ia m s b u rg  o r  h ad  r e a d  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
G a z e t t e . Logan w as s a id  t o  h av e  m ade a n  e lo q u e n t  a p p e a l  t o  L o rd  
D unm ore, th e  g o v e rn o r ,  a b s o lv in g  h i m s e l f  o f  b lam e f o r  t h e  t r a g e d y  and 
p o i n t i n g  o u t h i s  lo n g - s ta n d in g  f r i e n d s h i p  f o r  t h e  w h i te  m an. J e f f e r ­
so n  w as to u c h e d  b y  th e  a p p e a l  when h e  le a r n e d  o f  i t ,  and h e  u se d  i t  
a s  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s 1 o r a t o r i c a l  p o w ers , one o f  h i s  r e b u t t a l s  
to  B u f f o n 's  c o n te n t io n  t h a t  I n d ia n s  w e re  i n f e r i o r  c r e a t u r e s .  L u th e r  
M a r t in ,  a  s t r o n g  F e d e r a l i s t  and  C r e s a p 's  s o n - in - la w ,  to o k  up th e  
l a t t e r ' s  d e f e n s e  i n  th e  B a l t im o re  n e w s p a p e rs ,  w h ereu p o n  J e f f e r s o n  
a p p e a le d  to  t h o s e  who w e re  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  th e  i n c i d e n t  to  come to  h i s  
s u p p o r t .  E v id e n c e  was o f f e r e d  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n 's  s t o r y  w as i n c o r r e c t
22I b i d . , I I ,  1 3 9 -4 1 .
2% a lo n e , J e f f e r s o n  th e  V ir g in ia n , p . 3 8 5 .
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i n  nam ing C re sa p  th e  m u rd e re r ;  h o w e v e r, h e  d id  n o t  w ith d ra w  h i s  a c c u ­
s a t i o n ,  and  a  c o n fu s e d  c o n t r o v e r s y  w i th  p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c a l  o v e r to n e s
d e v e lo p e d ,  o u t  o f  a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  to  J e f f e r s o n 's  r e p o r t i n g  o f  th e  i n c i -
24d e n t  a s  h e  h a d  h e a r d  i t  r e l a t e d .
As we h a v e  s e e n ,  J e f f e r s o n  u se d  th e  N o tes  on V i r g i n i a  to
r e f u t e  B u f f o n 's  c o n t e n t io n  t h a t  " q u o iq u e  l e  sa u v a g e  du noveau  monde
s o i t  a  p eu  p r l s  de iriSme s t a t u r e  que l'hoxnme de n o t r e  m onde, c e l a  n e
s u f f i t  p a s  p o u r  q u ' i l  p u i s s e  f a i r e  une e x c e p t io n  au  f a i t  g e n e r a l  du
r e p e t i s s e m e n t  d e  l a  n a t u r e  v i v a n t e  dans t o u t  c e  c o n t i n e n t ;  l e  sa u v a g e
e s t  f o i b l e  e t  p e t i t  p a r  l e s  o rg a n e s  de l a  g e n e r a t io n ;  i l  n ‘ a  n i  p o i l ,
25
n i  b a r b e ,  e t  n u l l e  a r d e u r  p o u r  s a  f e m e l le ."  J e f f e r s o n  a v e r s  t h a t  
from  "w h a t X h a v e  s e e n  o f  m an, w h i t e ,  r e d ,  and  b l a c k ,"  th e  I n d ia n  i s  
" h e i t h e r  m ore d e f e c t i v e  i n  a r d o r ,  n o r  m ore im p o te n t w i th  h i s  f e m a le ,  
th a n  th e  w h i te  re d u c e d  to  th e  same d i e t  and, e x e r c i s e . "  F u r th e rm o re ,  
th e  I n d ia n  h a s  h ig h ly  a d m ira b le  q u a l i t i e s :  h e  i s  b r a v e ;  h e  c h o o se s
d e a th  r a t h e r  th a n  s u r r e n d e r ;  h e  e n d u re s  t o r t u r e s  s t o i c a l l y ;  h e  i s  an  
a f f e c t i o n a t e  and  in d u lg e n t  p a r e n t ;  h e  i s  t e n d e r h e a r t e d ;  h i s  m e n ta l  
c a p a c i t y  i s  e q u a l  to  t h a t  o f  t h e  w h i t e s .  I t  i s  t r u e ,  J e f f e r s o n  
p o i n t s  o u t ,  t h a t  I n d ia n  women a r e  s u b m it te d  t o  u n j u s t  d ru d g e ry ,  b u t  
t h i s ,  h e  s a y s ,  i s  t h e  c a s e  " w i th  e v e ry  b a rb a ro u s  p e o p le  . . . . I t  i s
^ I b i d . , p p . 3 8 5 -8 7 . See a l s o  P e d e n , p p . 2 2 6 -5 8 , i n  w h ich  
J e f f e r s o n  p r e s e n t s  th e  le n g th y  e v id e n c e  h e  c o l l e c t e d  r e g a r d in g  t h i s  
m a t t e r .
^ L i p s c o m b  and  B e rg h , I I ,  8 0 -8 1 . "A lth o u g h  th e  sa v a g e  o f  th e  
new w o r ld  i s  a b o u t t h e  same h e i g h t  a s  man i n  o u r  w o r ld ,  t h i s  d o es  n o t  
s u f f i c e  f o r  h im  to  c o n s t i t u t e  an  e x c e p t io n  to  th e  g e n e r a l  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  
l i v i n g  n a t u r e  h a s  becom e s m a l le r  on t h a t  c o n t i n e n t .  The sa v a g e  i s  
f e e b l e  and  h a s  s m a ll  o rg a n s  o f  g e n e r a t io n ;  h e  h a s  n e i t h e r  h a i r  n o r  
b e a r d ,  and  no a r d o r  w h a te v e r  f o r  h i s  f e m a le ."  P ed en , p .  58 .
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c i v i l i z a t i o n  a lo n e  w hich  r e p la c e s  women i n  th e  en jo y m en t o f  t h e i r  
n a t u r a l  e q u a l i t y . '1 I t  i s  a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  I n d ia n s  r a i s e  few er c h i l d r e n
th a n  w h i t e s ,  b u t  th e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  t h i s  i s  to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  c i r -
26cu m stan ces  i n  w h ich  th e y  l i v e .
J e f f e r s o n 's  a p p ro ac h  to  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  In d ia n  was com­
p a r a t iv e  and  s i t u a t i o n a l ,  a lw ay s ta k in g  in t o  a c c o u n t s o c i o l o g i c a l  
e le m e n ts .  I n  th e  m a t te r  o f  fa m ily  s i z e ,  h e  p o in te d  o u t ,  b i r t h  con ­
t r o l  p la y e d  a  p a r t ,  f o r  " th e y  h a v e  le a r n e d  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a b o r t i o n  
by u se  o f  some v e g e ta b le ;  and  . . . i t  ev en  e x te n d s  t o  p r e v e n t  co n ­
c e p t io n  f o r  a  c o n s id e r a b le  tim e  a f t e r . "  F u r th e rm o re , d i e t  was a l s o  
a  c o n s id e r a t i o n .  Fam ines w ere  common among them , and d u r in g  th e s e  
p e r io d s ,  r e p r o d u c t io n  r a t e s  w ere  low , b u t  I n d ia n  women m a rr ie d  to  
w h ite  t r a d e r s  and  p ro v id e d  w ith  an  a d e q u a te  d i e t  p ro d u c e d  a s  many 
c h i l d r e n  a s  w h ite  women.
H is  sym pathy  and a d m ir a t io n  f o r  th e  In d ia n  le d  J e f f e r s o n  to  
em p h asize  th e  e x te n u a t in g  e n v iro n m e n ta l  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  w hich  h e  to o k  
to  b e  e x p la n a to r y  o f  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  and  a b i l i t i e s .  "To form  a  j u s t  
e s t im a te  o f  t h e i r  m e n ta l p o w e rs ,"  h e  s t a t e d ,  " g r e a t  a l lo w a n c e  m ust 
b e  made f o r  th o s e  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  o f  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  w h ich  c a l l  f o r  
a  d i s p la y  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  t a l e n t s  o n ly ."  S in ^ e  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  p r o h i b i t s  
th e  u s e  o f  f o r c e  and  co m p u ls io n  i n  m a in ta in in g  c o n fo rm ity ,  " th e y  a r e  
to  b e  l e d  to  d u ty  and to  e n t e r p r i s e  by p e r s o n a l  i n f l u e n c e  and  p e r ­
s u a s io n .  H ence , e lo q u e n c e  in  c o u n c i l ,  b r a v e ry  and  a d d re s s  i n  w a r, 
become th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  a l l  c o n seq u en c e  w ith  th e m ,"  and  a r e  im p o r ta n t
^ L ip scom b  and Bergh, I I ,  8 1 -8 5 .
i n g r e d i e n t s  i n  e f f e c t i n g  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .  F u r th e rm o re ,  i t  w ou ld  be
u n f a i r  t o  ju d g e  I n d ia n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  by  th e  s ta n d a r d s  o f  th e  w h i te s
27b e c a u s e  “ l e t t e r s  h a v e  n o t  y e t  b e e n  in t r o d u c e d  among th e m .“
J e f f e r s o n  w as a  s e r i o u s  s tu d e n t  o f  I n d ia n  s o c i e t y  and  a
m e t ic u lo u s  o b s e r v e r  o f  t h e  n o rm a t iv e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h a t  s o c i e t y .  I f
h e  was n o t  a lw ay s  u t t e r l y  o b j e c t i v e  i n  h i s  a p p r a i s a l  o f  t h i s  g ro u p
and  t h e i r  c u l t u r e ,  i t  w as b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  p ro fo u n d  sym pathy  f o r  them
and  h i s  h u m a n i ta r i a n  d e s i r e  t o  s e e  t h e i r  l o t  im p ro v ed . He w as h e r e ,
a s  i n  some o th e r  i n s t a n c e s ,  b o th  t h e  s c i e n t i s t  and t h e  r e f o r m e r ,  and
i f  h e  e r r e d  by  a  l a c k  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  d e ta c h m e n t,  i t  w as b e c a u se  o f  h i s
*
human sym pathy  and  c o m m is e ra t io n . A nd, i n  t h e  M otes on  V i r g i n i a , i t
may p e rh a p s  a l s o  h a v e  b e e n  b e c a u s e  h e  was d e te rm in e d  to  r e f u t e  B uf-
f o n 's  i n s u f f e r a b l e  c a n a rd  on A m e ric a . H ere  h e  " d e fe n d e d  th e  h o n o r
o f  human n a t u r e  and  c h a l le n g e d  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  human i n e q u a l i t y  . . .
H ere  s c i e n t i f i c  o b s e r v a t i o n  and  s o c i a l  p h ilo s o p h y  c o n v e rg e d  i n  h i s
28d e fe n s e  o f  t h e  a b o r i g i n e s . "  As D a n ie l  B o o r s t in  s a y s ,  "h e  r e l i e d  
on th e  p re s u m p tio n  t h a t  an y  a p p a r e n t  i n f e r i o r i t y  o f  t h e  I n d ia n  c o u ld  
e v e n t u a l l y  be  e x p la in e d  by  e n v iro n m e n ta l  an d  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  . . .
A lth o u g h  J e f f e r s o n  w as c o n v in c e d  o f  th e  n a t u r a l  e q u a l i t y  o f  
th e  I n d ia n  to  t h e  w h i te ,  h e  to o k  a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  v ie w  o f  th e  N eg ro . 
I t  i s  p e rh a p s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  i n  t h e  N o tes  on V i r g i n i a  h e  d id  n o t  
d i s c u s s  th e  N egro  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  s e c t i o n  b u t  r a t h e r  u n d e r  th e
27I b i d . , I I ,  8 5 -9 0 .
^^M alone , J e f f e r s o n  and  th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man, p .  101.
on
The L o st  World o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , p . 8 7 .
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a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e .  He p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  one o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  
o f  r e v i s i n g  th e  V i r g in i a  co d e  was t o  e m a n c ip a te  a l l  s l a v e s  b o rn  a f t e r  
th e  p a s s in g  o f  su c h  an  a c t .  He h a d  p ro p o se d  th e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  th e  
s l a v e  t r a d e  a s  e a r l y  as 1776 , and  su c h  a  b i l l  w as p a s se d  by  th e  
V i r g i n i a  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1778 . B u t e m a n c ip a t io n  was a n o th e r  m a t t e r .  
H is  p r o p o s a l  was t h a t  s l a v e s  b o rn  a f t e r  th e  a c t  was p a s s e d - - f o r  o n ly  
th e y  w e re  t o  b e  e m a n c ip a te d - - " s h o u ld  c o n t in u e  w i th  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  to
a  c e r t a i n  a g e ,  th e n  b e  b ro u g h t  up a t  th e  p u b l i c  e x p e n se , t o  t i l l a g e ,
a r t s ,  o r  s c i e n c e s ,  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e i r  g e n i u s e s , "  u n t i l  t h e  m a les  w e re  
tw e n ty -o n e  and  th e  fe m a le s  e i g h te e n ,  a t  w h ich  t im e  th e y  w e re  to  be 
" c o lo n iz e d  to  su c h  p la c e  a s  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  o f  th e  t im e  s h o u ld  
r e n d e r  m o st p r o p e r . 11 They w ere  to  b e  p ro v id e d  w i th  " a rm s , im p lem en ts  
o f  h o u s e h o ld  and  th e  h a n d i c r a f t  a r t s ,  s e e d s ,"  w ork  a n im a ls ,  and w h a t­
e v e r  e l s e  th e y  w ould  n e e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  th e m s e lv e s  in  t h e i r  new lo c a ­
t i o n  o u t s i d e  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  They w ere  t o  b e  d e c la r e d  " a  f r e e
an d  in d e p e n d e n t p e o p le "  and  p r o v id e d  A m erican  p r o t e c t i o n  u n t i l  such
30a  t im e  a s  th e y  w ere  s t r o n g  enough t o  d e fe n d  th e m s e lv e s .
T h is  p r o v i s io n  w as to  b e  o f f e r e d  a s  a n  amendment t o  th e
e m a n c ip a t io n  a c t ;  b u t  i f  e m a n c ip a t io n  was d i f f i c u l t ,  t h i s  p r o v i s io n  
was im p o s s ib le .  The e m a n c ip a t io n  b i l l  f a i l e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  and  so  th e  
amendment w as n e v e r  o f f e r e d .  B u t i t s  seco n d  p r o v i s io n  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  
a s  an  i n s i g h t  i n t o  J e f f e r s o n ’ s t h i n k i n g ,  f o r  t h e  amendment was a l s o  
t o  p r o v id e  t h a t  v e s s e l s  w e re  " a t  t h e  same t im e "  t o  be  s e n t  " t o  o th e r  
p a r t s  o f  th e  w o r ld  f o r  a n  e q u a l  num ber o f  w h i te  i n h a b i t a n t s "  to  be
^ L ip scom b  and B ergh , I I ,  1 9 1 -9 2 .
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b ro u g h t  b a c k  as  im m ig ra n ts  t o  r e p l a c e  th e  e m a n c ip a te d  s l a v e s .
I t  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  b e  a s k e d , why n o t  r e t a i n  and  in c o rp o ­
r a t e  th e  b la c k s  in t o  t h e  S t a t e ,  and  th u s  s a v e  th e  e x p en se  
o f  s u p p ly in g  by  im p o r ta t io n  o f  w h i te  s e t t l e r s  th e  v a c a n c ie s  
th e y  w i l l  le a v e ?  D e e p - ro o te d  p r e j u d i c e s  e n t e r t a i n e d  by  
th e  w h i t e s ;  t e n  th o u s a n d  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  by t h e  b l a c k s ,  o f  
th e  i n j u r i e s  th e y  h a v e  s u s t a i n e d ;  new p r o v o c a t io n s ;  th e  
r e a l  d i s t i n c t i o n s  w h ich  n a t u r e  h a s  m ade; and  many o th e r  
c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  w i l l  d i v i d e  u s  i n t o  p a r t i e s ,  and  p ro d u c e  co n ­
v u l s i o n s ,  w h ich  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  n e v e r  end b u t  i n  th e  e x te r m i­
n a t i o n  o f  t h e  one o r  t h e  o th e r  r a c e . 31
I t  may h a r d ly  seem  p o s s i b l e  a t  f i r s t  g la n c e  t h a t  w hat f o l lo w s  
in  t h e  N o te s  came from  th e  p e n  o f  t h e  same e n l ig h te n e d  l i b e r a l  who 
w ro te  t h e  D e c la r a t i o n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e . H ow ever, J e f f e r s o n  was a  
p r o d u c t  o f  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n tu r y  V i r g i n i a  and  s h a r e d  many o f  th e  norm s 
o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  w h ich  h e  w as s o c i a l i z e d .  C o n s id e r a t io n  o f  t h i s  f a c t  
s h o u ld  le a d  u s  t o  s e e  h i s  com m ents n o t  o n ly  a s  a n  in d e x  o f  l o c a l  
o p in io n  and  n o rm s , b u t  a l s o  to  g ra s p  th e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  was f a r  m ore 
e n l ig h te n e d  th a n  m ost o f  h i s  S o u th e rn  c o n te m p o r a r ie s ,  H is  l i n e  o f  
r e a s o n in g  i s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  s t a r t l i n g .
I n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o b j e c t io n s  t o  a s s i m i l a t i o n ,  
J e f f e r s o n  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e re  o th e r  o b j e c t io n s  w h ich  w ere  
“ p h y s i c a l  and  m o ra l.* 1 The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  w as c o l o r .  R e f l e c t i n g  t h e  
e th n o c e n t r i s m  and  v a lu e  ju d g m en ts  o f  h i s  d a y , h e  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  c o l o r  
i s  a  d e te r m in a n t  o f  b e a u ty .  “A re  n o t  th e  f i n e  m ix tu re s  o f  r e d  an d  
w h i te  . . . p r e f e r a b l e , "  h e  a s k s ,  " t o  t h a t  e t e r n a l  m onotony . . . 
t h a t  im m ovable v e i l  o f  b la c k  w h ich  c o v e r s  th e  e m o tio n s ? "  F u r th e rm o re ,
- ^ I b i d . , I I ,  19 2 . J e f f e r s o n  c o n s i s t e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  to  N eg ro es  
a s  " b l a c k s , "  and  to  members o f  h i s  own r a c e  a s  " w h i t e s . 11 He 
o b v io u s ly  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  u s a g e  was d e s i r a b l e .
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w h i te s  w ere  s u p e r io r  i n  b e a u ty  by v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  " f lo w in g  h a i r "  and 
t h e i r  " e l e g a n t  symmetry o f  form .*1 In d e e d , t h e  Negro h im s e l f  c o n ­
c u r r e d  in  t h i s  ju d g m en t, a s  i s  e v id e n c e d  by  h i s  own p r e f e r e n c e  f o r
th e  w h ite  woman, a s i t u a t i o n  a n a lo g o u s  t o  " t h e  p r e f e r e n c e  o f  th e
32O ran o o tan  f o r  th e  b la c k  woman o v e r  th o s e  o f  h i s  own s p e c i e s . "  I f  
s u p e r i o r  b e a u ty  i s  a  m a t t e r  f o r  c o n s id e r a t i o n  " in  th e  p r o p a g a t io n  o f  
h o r s e s ,  d o g s , and o th e r  d o m e s tic  a n im a ls ,  why n o t i n  t h a t  o f"  human 
b e in g s ?
T h e re  w ere  s t i l l  o th e r  u n a t t r a c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  o f  th e  N egro 
w h ich  w ould  make a s s i m i l a t i o n  u n d e s i r a b l e .  "They s e c r e t e  l e s s  by  
th e  k id n e y s ,  and  more by  th e  s k i n ,  w hich  g iv e s  them  a  v e ry  s t r o n g  
a n d  d i s a g r e e a b le  o d o r ."  P h y s i c a l ly ,  th e y  a r e  s t r o n g e r  th a n  w h i te s  
and  r e q u i r e  l e s s  s l e e p .  "A b la c k  a f t e r  h a r d  la b o r  th ro u g h  th e  day  
w i l l  be in d u c e d  by th e  s l i g h t e s t  am usem ents to  s i t  up u n t i l  m id n ig h t ,  
o r  l a t e r ,  th o u g h  know ing he m ust b e  o u t w i th  th e  f i r s t  dawn o f  th e  
m o rn in g ."  T hey a p p e a r  to  be a t  l e a s t  a s  b ra v e  as  w h i t e s ,  b u t  t h i s  
may " p ro c e e d  from  a  w an t o f  f o r e th o u g h t ,  w h ich  p r e v e n ts  t h e i r  s e e in g  
d a n g e r  t i l l  i t  be p r e s e n t . "  T h e i r  s e x u a l  d r iv e  i s  s t r o n g e r ,  and  th e  
m a le s  a r e  "m ore a r d e n t  a f t e r  - th e i r  fe m a le ; b u t  lo v e  w i th  them  seem s 
t o  b e  more a n  e a g e r  d e s i r e ,  th a n  a  te n d e r  d e l i c a t e  m ix tu re  o f  s e n t i ­
m en t and s e n s a t i o n ."  They f e e l  l e s s  d e e p ly  and t h e i r  g r i e f s  a r e
^ T h i s  h ig h ly  e t h n o c e n t r i c  rem ark  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  le d  h i s  
c r i t i c s  to  a c c u s e  h im  o f  co m paring  th e  N egro to  th e  o r a n g u ta n ,  o r  
o ra n g o u ta n g , o r  even  o f  s a y in g  t h a t  th e  N egro was d e sc e n d e d  fro m  
t h i s  c r e a t u r e .  W illia m  L loyd  G a r r is o n  c h a rg e d  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  w as 
t h e  f i r s t  t o  b ro a c h  th e  v u lg a r  o p in io n  t h a t  " th e  n e g ro  i s  a  d i s t i n c t  
g e n u s , i n f e r i o r  to  th e  human r a c e ,  and n e a r l y  a l l i e d  t o  th e  s im ia  
s p e c i e s . "  P e te r s o n ,  u p . c i t . , p .  176.
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t r a n s i e n t .  They g iv e  l i t t l e  s e r io u s  th o u g h t  to  t h e i r  p ro b lem s o r  to  
m a t t e r s  o f  s e r i o u s  im p o r t ,  and  “ to  t h i s  m ust be  a s c r ib e d  t h e i r  d i s p o ­
s i t i o n  to  s l e e p  w hen a b s t r a c t e d  from  t h e i r  d i v e r s i o n s ,  and  unem ployed
..33 
i n  l a b o r . "
I f  e v e r  J e f f e r s o n  seem ed to  b e lo n g  to  th e  " l o s t  w o r ld "  o f  
t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  i t  i s  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  N o te s  on  V i r g i n i a . 
I f  e v e r  h e  so u n d ed  l o c a l  an d  e t h n o c e n t r i c ,  i t  was h e r e .  H is  a s s e s s ­
m en t o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  N egro  no d o u b t r e f l e c t e d  th e  p r e ­
v a i l i n g  V i r g i n i a  b i a s e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  th e  o th e r  d e f i c i e n c i e s  o f  
th e  N eg ro , J e f f e r s o n  a l s o  c o n s id e r s  th o s e  o f  a  m e n ta l  o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
n a t u r e .  "C om paring  them  b y  t h e i r  f a c u l t i e s  o f  memory, r e a s o n ,  and  
im a g in a t io n ,"  h e  s a y s ,  " i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  i n  memory th e y  a r e  th e  e q u a l  
o f  w h i t e s ;  i n  r e a s o n  much i n f e r i o r  . . . ; and  i n  im a g in a t io n  . . . 
d u l l ,  t a s t e l e s s  and  a n o m a lo u s ."
P e rh a p s  r e c a l l i n g  t h a t  h e  h ad  e x p la in e d  th e  seem in g  i n f e r i o r i t y  
o f  I n d ia n s  on th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  o f  t h e i r  l i f e ,  J e f f e r s o n  
c o n s id e r s  b r i e f l y  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  u n d e r  w h ich  N eg ro es  l i v e d  i n  
A m e ric a , d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  i t  w ou ld  b e  u n f a i r  " t o  f o l lo w  them  to  A f r ic a "  
f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .  "We w i l l  c o n s id e r  them  h e r e ,  on  th e  same s t a g e  
w i th  th e  w h i t e s ,  and  w h ere  t h e  f a c t s  a r e  n o t  a p o c ry p h a l on w h ich  a  
ju d g m en t i s  t o  b e  fo rm e d ."  And i t  w i l l  be  o n ly  f a i r  " t o  make g r e a t  
a l lo w a n c e s  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  c o n d i t i o n ,  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  o f  c o n v e r ­
s a t i o n ,  o f  th e  s p h e re  i n  w h ich  th e y  m ove."  B u t, ev e n  s o ,  "many h a v e  
b e e n  so  s i t u a t e d , ,  t h a t  th e y  m ig h t h a v e  a v a i l e d  th e m s e lv e s  o f  th e
■^Lipscomb and B ergh , I I ,  1 9 2 -9 4 .
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c o n v e r s a t io n  o f  t h e i r  m a s t e r s ;  many . . . h av e  a lw ay s  b e e n  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i th  th e  w h i t e s .  Some h a v e  b e e n  l i b e r a l l y  e d u c a te d ,"  y e t  none known 
to  J e f f e r s o n  had  ew er p r e s e n te d  any  e v id e n c e  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and  
a b i l i t y  r e m o te ly  e q u a l  to  t h a t  o f  t h e  w h i t e s .  I n d i a n s ,  w i th  none 
o f  th e  ab o v e  a d v a n ta g e s ,  o f t e n  d i s p la y e d  e v id e n c e  to  " p ro v e  t h e i r  
r e a s o n  an d  s e n t im e n t  s t r o n g ,  t h e i r  im a g in a t io n  g lo w in g  and  e l e v a t e d . "  
B u t n o t  so  th e  N e g ro . "N e v er y e t  c o u ld  I  f i n d  t h a t  a  b l a c k  h ad  
u t t e r e d  a  th o u g h t  ab o v e  p l a i n  n a r r a t i o n ;  n e v e r  saw  ev en  a n  e le m e n ta ry  
t r a i t  o f  p a i n t i n g  o r  s c u l p t u r e . "  Y e t th e  N egro w as n o t  u t t e r l y  w i th ­
o u t  t a l e n t s .  " I n  m u s ic  th e y  a r e  m ore g e n e r a l l y  g i f t e d  th a n  th e  
w h i te s  . . . and  h a v e  b e e n  fo u n d  c a p a b le  o f  im a g in in g  a  s m a l l  c a t c h  
. . . . "  B ut t h e i r  a r t i s t i c  c r e a t i o n s  w ere  m in im a l i f  in d e e d  th e y  
c o u ld  b e  s a i d  to  e x i s t  a t  a l l .  " M ise ry  i s  o f t e n  th e  p a r e n t  o f  . . . 
p o e t r y , "  f o r  i n s t a n c e ;  "am ong th e  b la c k s  i s  m is e ry  en o u g h , God know s, 
b u t  no p o e t r y . "
H ere  i n  th e  N o tes  J e f f e r s o n  r e f e r s  to  two N egro w r i t e r s ,  
P h y l l i s  W h ea tle y  an d  I g n a t i u s  S an ch o ; h o w ev er, h e  f in d s  them  d e f i c i e n t  
com pared  to  w h ite  a u t h o r s ,  and  ev en  s u g g e s ts  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  th e  
w orks p u b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h e i r  names may h a v e  b e e n  w r i t t e n  by  w h i te s .
He th e n  ad d s  t h a t  " t h e  im provem ent o f  th e  b la c k s  i n  body an d  m in d , 
i n  th e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e i r  m ix tu r e  w i th  t h e  w h i t e s ,  h a s  b e e n  
o b s e rv e d  b y  e v e ry  o n e , and  p ro v e s  t h a t  t h e i r  i n f e r i o r i t y  i s  n o t  th e  
e f f e c t  m e re ly  o f  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n  o f  l i f e . "  C om paring  A m erican  N egro 
s la v e s  w i th  th e  w h i te  s l a v e s  o f  Rome, he  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  N egro s la v e s
34I b i d . ,  I I ,  1 9 4 -9 6 .
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e n jo y e d  more r i g h t s  th a n  Roman s l a v e s .  "T he l e t t e r s '  ow ners w e re  
a l lo w e d  to  k i l l  them  i f  th e y  so  p le a s e d ,  w h i le  i n  A m erica  t h i s  p r a c ­
t i c e  "w ou ld  b e  p u n is h e d  c a p i t a l l y . "  The Romans s e c u re d  e v id e n c e  
from  t h e i r  s l a v e s  by  means o f  t o r t u r e ,  b u t  i n  A m erica  t h e  te s t im o n y  
o f  s l a v e s  was n o t  so u g h t i n  l e g a l  c a s e s ,  th o u g h  p r o o f  a g a i n s t  them  
when a c c u se d  o f  c r im e  was r e q u i r e d  to  b e  a s  " p r e c i s e "  a s  t h a t  
" r e q u i r e d  a g a i n s t  . . .  a  f r e e m a n ."  Roman s la v e s  o f t e n  e x c e l l e d  i n  
s c i e n c e  and  th e  a r t s .  "B u t th e y  w ere  o f  t h e  r a c e  o f  w h i t e s .  I t  i s
n o t  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n ,  th e n ,  b u t  n a t u r e ,  w h ich  h a s  p ro d u c e d  th e  d i s -  
35t i n c t i o n "  b e tw e e n  w h i te  an d  N egro s l a v e s ,  a s  b e tw e e n  w h ite s  and
N eg ro es  g e n e r a l l y .  The N e g ro e s ' s h o r tc o m in g s  c o u ld  n o t  be e x p la in e d
on th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  u n d e r  w h ich  th e y  l i v e d ,  a l th o u g h
th e  I n d i a n s '  seem in g  d e f i c i e n c i e s  c o u ld  b e  so  e x p la in e d ^
B ut J e f f e r s o n 's  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  th e  N egro  was n o t  e n t i r e l y
u n f a v o r a b le .  He c l o s e s  h i s  d i s c u s s io n  i n  th e  N o te s  by m o d ify in g  h i s
e a r l i e r  comments and  w ith  m ore a t t e n t i o n  t o  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  q u e s t io n s
in v o lv e d  in  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  r a c i a l  s u p e r i o r i t y  and i n f e r i o r i t y ,  and  he
comes to  a d m it t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  th e  N egro may p ro v e  h im s e l f  e q u a l
to  th e  w h i te —b u t  o n ly  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  h e  may do s o .  J e f f e r s o n 's
m o st e lo q u e n t  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  N egro i s  i n  th e  a r e a  o f  m o r a l i t y .  Even
i f  n a t u r e  h a s  b e e n  l e s s  b o u n t i f u l  to  N eg ro es  " i n  t h e  endow m ents o f
th e  h e a d ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n  th o s e  o f  th e  h e a r t  sh e  w i l l  b e  fo u n d  to
36h a v e  done them  j u s t i c e . "  T h e ir  p r o p e n s i t y  to  t h e f t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,
35I b i d . , I I ,  1 9 6 -9 9 .
36I b i d . , I I ,  199 .
i s  to  b e  " a s c r i b e d  t o  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n ,  and  n o t  to  any  d e p r a v i ty  o f  
th e  m o ra l s e n s e .  The man i n  w hose f a v o r  no law s o f  p r o p e r ty  e x i s t ,  
p ro b a b ly  f e e l s  h im s e l f  l e s s  bound  to  r e s p e c t  th o s e  made i n  f a v o r  o f  
o t h e r s . "  S u r e ly ,  J e f f e r s o n  f e e l s ,  th e  s l a v e  may 11 j u s t i f i a b l y  ta k e  a  
l i t t l e  from  one who h a s  t a k e n  a l l  from  h im ."  J e f f e r s o n ’ s p e r c e p t io n  
o f  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  in v o lv e d  i s  c l e a r l y  r e v e a le d  i n  
h i s  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  " a  ch an g e  i n  th e  r e l a t i o n s  i n  w h ich  a  man i s  p la c e d  
sh o u ld  ch an g e  h i s  m o ra l id e a s  o f  r i g h t  and  w ro n g ."  Among th e  N e g ro e s , 
t h e r e  a r e  "num erous i n s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  m ost r i g i d  i n t e g r i t y ,  and  as  
many a s  among t h e i r  b e t t e r  i n s t r u c t e d  m a s t e r s ,  o f  b e n e v o le n c e ,  g r a t i ­
tu d e ,  and  u n sh a k e n  f i d e l i t y . "  J e f f e r s o n 's  re m a rk s  may sound  p a t r o n i z ­
in g  b y  p r e s e n t - d a y  s t a n d a r d s ,  b u t  th e y  w ere  o b v io u s ly  s i n c e r e .  H is  
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e s e  v i r t u e s  i n  th e  N egro no  d o u b t r e p r e s e n t e d  a  
v iew  f a r  m ore a d v a n c e d  th a n  t h a t  o f  many o f  h i s  s la v e -o w n in g  con tem po­
r a r i e s  .
F u r th e rm o re ,  J e f f e r s o n  th e  s c i e n t i s t  a d m its  t h a t  h i s  v ie w  o f  
th e  N egro may b e  i n c o r r e c t ,  an d  t h a t  " t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  t h e y .a r e  
i n f e r i o r  i n  th e  f a c u l t i e s  o f  r e a s o n  and  im a g in a t io n  m u s t b e  h a z a rd e d  
w ith  g r e a t  d i f f i d e n c e .  To j u s t i f y  a  g e n e r a l  c o n c lu s io n ,  r e q u i r e s  
many o b s e r v a t i o n s ; "  t h e r e f o r e ,  h e  w is h e s  to  le a v e  th e  q u e s t io n  open 
f o r  f u r t h e r  e v id e n c e ,  th u s  a d m i t t in g  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  th e  N egro 
may y e t  p ro v e  h im s e l f  th e  w h i te  m a n 's  e q u a l .  J e f f e r s o n  th e  hum ani­
t a r i a n  f u r t h e r  a d d s ,  " a s  a  c i r c u m s ta n c e  o f  g r e a t  t e n d e r n e s s , "  t h a t  
b r a n d in g  th e  N egro  i r r e v o c a b ly  as  an  i n f e r i o r  c r e a t u r e  "w ou ld  d e g ra d e  
a  w h o le  r a c e  o f  men from  th e  ra n k  i n  th e  s c a l e  o f  b e in g s  w h ich  t h e i r
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G re a to r  h a s  p e rh a p s  g iv e n  th e m ."  He d o es  n o t  w ish  to  b e  u n f a i r ;  h e  
h a s  s t a t e d  h i s  o p in io n s  f r a n k l y ,  b u t ,  no d o u b t u n l i k e  many o f  h i s  
c o n te m p o r a r ie s ,  h e  r e f u s e s  to  c l o s e  t h e  d o o r u t t e r l y .  I n  f a i r n e s s ,  
h e  a d m its  t h a t  t h e  e v id e n c e  he  h a s  o f f e r e d  o f  N egro i n f e r i o r i t y  i s  
n o t  p e r f e c t l y  c o n c l u s i v e ,  and  d e c l a r e s  t h a t  h e  a d v a n c e s  i t  " a s  a  
s u s p i c io n  o n ly ,  t h a t  th e  b l a c k s ,  w h e th e r  o r i g i n a l l y  a  d i s t i n c t  r a c e ,  
o r  made d i s t i n c t  by  tim e  and  c i r c u m s ta n c e ,  a r e  i n f e r i o r  to  th e  w h i te s  
i n  t h e  endow m ents o f  b o th  m ind an d  b o d y ."  T h is  may seem  l i k e  a 
g ru d g in g  c o n c e s s io n  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  e x t e n s iv e  c a t a lo g u in g  o f  th e  
N e g ro 's  s h o r tc o m in g s ;  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t ,  h o w ev e r, i s  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  
was f a i r  enough t o  a d m it th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  N egro e q u a l i t y  a t  a  t im e  
and  i n  a  p la c e  w h e re  su ch  a n  a d m is s io n  m ust h av e  seem ed l i k e  r a d i c a l  
h e r e s y  to  m ost o f  th e  members o f  th e  d o m in an t r a c e .
I n  any  e v e n t ,  q u e s t io n s  o f  s u p e r i o r i t y  and  i n f e r i o r i t y  a s i d e ,  
N egro s l a v e r y ,  J e f f e r s o n  was p ro fo u n d ly  c o n v in c e d , m u st b e  a b o l i s h e d - -  
a l th o u g h  h e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  e m a n c ip a tio n  m u st b e  acco m p an ied  by  e x p a t r i ­
a t i o n .  U n lik e  t h e  w h i te  Roman s l a v e s  w ho, when f r e e d ,  m ig h t i n t e r ­
m a rry  w i th  t h e i r  fo rm e r ow ners " w i th o u t  s t a i n i n g  th e  b lo o d "  o f  th e
l a t t e r ,  N eg roes w hen f r e e d  m ust im m e d ia te ly  “ be rem oved  b eyond  th e
37r e a c h  o f  m i x tu r e . "  I t  w ou ld  no  d o u b t b e  u n r e a l i s t i c  to  e x p e c t  
J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g in i a n  t o  e n t e r t a i n  a  v iew  w h ich  w ou ld  a p p ro v e  o f  
e v e n tu a l  N e g ro -w h ite  a m a lg a m a tio n . He c l e a r l y  f e l t  t h a t  r a c i a l  i n t e r ­
m a r r ia g e  w ou ld  in d e e d  “ s t a i n  t h e  b lo o d "  o f  th e  w h i t e s .  P r o t e s t a t i o n s  
to  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  J e f f e r s o n  o b v io u s ly  c o n s id e r e d  th e  N egro i n f e r i o r  to
37I b id . , I I ,  1 9 9 -2 0 1 .
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th e  w h i te .
Many o f  h i s  en em ies  po u n ced  upon  J e f f e r s o n 1s comments i n  th e  
N o te s , o f t e n  w re n c h in g  th ^ n  from  c o n t e x t ,  to  p ro v e  t h a t  h e  w as a n t i -  
N egro o r  p ro -N e g ro , a s  t h e  c a s e  m ig h t b e ,  t o  s e rv e  t h e i r  p u rp o s e .
The b a t t l e  r a g e d  o n , lo n g  a f t e r  h i s  d e a th ,  g a in in g  p a r t i c u l a r  v i r u ­
le n c e  i n  t h e  f a t e f u l  d ay s  b e f o r e  t h e  C i v i l  W ar. Some g av e  c re d e n c e  
to  t h e  w h is p e re d  s t o r y  o f  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  " B la c k  S a l"  H em ings, one 
o f  t h e  s la v e s  h e  i n h e r i t e d  from  h i s  w i f e 's  e s t a t e  and  who acco m p an ied  
h i s  y o u n g e s t  d a u g h te r  P o l ly  t o  F ra n c e  i n  1787 . The s t o r y  was o r i g i ­
n a l l y  c i r c u l a t e d  i n  p r i n t  i n  1802 by  a  d i s a p p o in te d  an d  v i n d i c t i v e  
p o l i t i c a l  a s s o c i a t e ,  Jam es T . C a l l e n d e r ,  a l th o u g h  i t  h ad  b e e n  w h is p e re d  
f i r s t  by  th e  F e d e r a l i s t s  i n  th e  b i t t e r  cam paign  o f  1800 . W illia m  
C u l le n  B ry a n t and  J o h n  Q uincy  Adams w ro te  v e r s e s  on th e  s u b j e c t ,  and  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  r e v iv e d  and  r e t o l d  i t .  They g a v e  l e s s  a t t e n t i o n  to  
J e f f e r s o n 's  " A f r i c a n  b r o t h e l , "  as  th e y  c a l l e d  i t ,  th a n  to  h i s  a l l e g e d  
m u la t to  o f f s p r i n g ,  one a b o l i t i o n i s t  r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  h e  h a d  h e a r d  a
S o u th e rn  g e n tle m a n  d e c l a r e  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  h a d  s e e n  th e  d a u g h te r  o f
38Thomas J e f f e r s o n  s o ld  i n  New O r le a n s  f o r  one th o u s a n d  d o l l a r s .
O Q
P e te r s o n ,  o p . c i t . , p p . 1 8 1 -8 2 . The w r i t e r  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r ­
t a t i o n  i s  a c q u a in te d  w i th  s e v e r a l  e l d e r l y  p e o p le  i n  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  
(w here  J e f f e r s o n  i s  s t i l l  known an d  a lm o s t  u n i v e r s a l l y  sp o k en  o f  a s  
"M r. J e f f e r s o n " )  who r e f e r  f r e e l y  and  m a t t e r - o f - f a c t l y  to  h i s  m u la t to  
o f f s p r i n g .  R e fe re n c e  i s  o f t e n  made to  one H enry  M a r t in ,  s a i d  t o  h av e  
b e e n  J e f f e r s o n 's  g ra n d s o n , who r a n g  th e  b e l l s  a t  t h e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  
V i r g i n i a  from  1868 to  1 909 . V i r g in i a n s  o f t e n  sa y  t h a t  " t h e  b e s t  
b lo o d  o f  V i r g i n i a  f lo w s  i n  N egro v e i n s , "  and  s t o r i e s  o f  m is c e g e n a t io n  
a r e  w id e ly  t o l d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  by e l d e r l y  l a d i e s  an d  g e n tle m e n  o f  th e  
u p p e r  c l a s s .  One m ig h t w e l l  ju d g e  t h a t  n o t  a l l  su c h  a c c o u n ts  a r e  
a p o c r y p h a l .  The s to r y  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  a l l e g e d  m u la t to  d a u g h te r s  i s  
t o l d  i n  some d e t a i l  i n  Raymond L e o p o ld  B ru c k b e rg e r ,  Im age o f  A m erica  
(New Y ork : V ik in g  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 9 ) .
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No s e r i o u s  s t u d e n t  o f  J e f f e r s o n  h a s  d e c l a r e d  h i s  b e l i e f  i n  th e s e
s t o r i e s ,  b u t  s e v e r a l  w r i t e r s ,  su c h  a s  W. E . B. D uB o is, h a v e  r e c o r d e d
th em  as  t r u e  o r  p r o b a b ly  t r u e ,  and  a  num ber o f  n e w sp a p e r and  m a g az in e
a c c o u n ts  h a v e  a p p e a re d  from  t im e  to  t im e  ( in c l u d in g  th e  N ovem ber, 1954,
i s s u e  o f  Ebony) on J e f f e r s o n 's  N egro  d e s c e n d a n ts .  One a c c o u n t  s t a t e s
t h a t  " i n  f o u r  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  t h e s e  p ro u d  N egro d e s c e n d a n ts .  . . h a v e  made
t h e  lo n g  and  im p ro b a b le  jo u rn e y  from  t h e  w h i te  m a rb le d  s p le n d o r  o f  M o n ti-
c e l l o  t o  t h e  'N e g ro  g h e t t o '  i n  t h e  dem ocracy  t h e i r  f o r e b e a r  h e lp e d  to  
39f o u n d ."  P e te r s o n  a t t r i b u t e s  t h e  r i s e  and  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  " m is c e g e n a t io n  
le g e n d "  t o  t h r e e  f a c t o r s :  p o l i t i c a l  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  ( i n c l u d in g  th e  h a t r e d
o f  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s ) ; t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  and  e f f o r t s  to w ard  a b o ­
l i t i o n ;  and  th e  f a c t  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n 's  w i f e  d ie d  i n  1782 w hen h e  w as
40t h i r t y - n i n e  and  t h a t  h e  n e v e r  r e m a r r ie d .
3 9 p e te r s o n ,  o £ . c i t . ,  p .  186.
4 0 l b i d . , p p . 1 8 6 -8 7 . T h is  w as n o t  t h e  o n ly  s c a n d a l  t o  to u c h  
J e f f e r s o n .  Jo h n  W a lk e r , a  c l o s e  f r i e n d  o f  h i s  y o u th  and  e a r l y  m anhood, 
a c c u s e d  h im  o f  h a v in g  engaged  i n  a t te m p ts  from  1764 to  1779 to  s e d u c e  
h i s  w i f e .  W alk e r c o n te n d e d  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  d id  n o t  r e p o r t  t h e s e  a t te m p ts  
t o  h im  u n t i l  a f t e r  J e f f e r s o n  h ad  gone to  F r a n c e .  J e f f e r s o n  a d m it te d  
t h a t  "when I  w as young and s i n g l e  I  o f f e r e d  lo v e "  to  M rs. W a lk e r , and 
i t  i s  a c c e p te d  t h a t  h e  made s u c h  im p ro p e r  a d v a n c e s  to  h i s  f r i e n d ' s  
w i f e ,  l a t e r  g iv in g  W alk e r a  s ta t e m e n t  e x c u lp a t in g  th e  la d y  from  b la m e . 
P o l i t i c a l  en em ies  saw t h a t  t h e  s c a n d a l  a t t a i n e d  w id e  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  b u t  
i n  a  g r o s s l y  e x a g g e ra te d  fo rm . M alone s a y s  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  w as g u i l t y  
o f  " a n  u n m o ra l, n o t  an  im m oral a c t . "  L a t e r  i n  l i f e  h e  and  th e  W alk e rs  
w e re  p a r t i a l l y  r e c o n c i l e d ,  and  W alk er p ro b a b ly  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  s t o r y ,  
grow n t o  i n f l a t e d  p r o p o r t i o n s ,  h ad  u n d e s e rv e d ly  dam aged b o th  J e f f e r s o n  
an d  h i m s e l f - - t h a t  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  o f f e n s e  h ad  b e e n  n o t  m ore 
th a n  one o r  two im p ro p e r  ad v a n c e s  t o  h i s  w i f e .  S ee  M alo n e , J e f f e r s o n  
t h e  V i r g i n i a n , A p p en d ix  I I ,  p p . 4 4 7 -5 1 .
T he o t h e r  g r e a t  ro m a n tic  a t ta c h m e n t  o f  h i s  l i f e  w as to  M a ria  
Cosw ay, a  t a l e n t e d  E n g l is h  p a i n t e r  an d  m u s ic ia n  o f  whom h e  h ad  becom e 
enam oured  i n  P a r i s . I t  was to  h e r  t h a t  h e  w ro te  h i s  fam ous "my h e a d  
and  my h e a r t "  l e t t e r .  H is h e a d  w on, a l th o u g h  J e f f e r s o n 's  p ro fo u n d  
a t t r a c t i o n  to  t h i s  m a r r ie d  woman w as one o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  e m o tio n a l  
e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  h i s  l i f e .  T h e re  w as no s u g g e s t io n ,  h o w ev e r, t h a t  an y  
s e r i o u s  im p r o p r i e t i e s  h ad  ta k e n  p l a c e  b e tw ee n  th e m . S ee  H e le n  D uprey  
B u l lo c k ,  My_ Head and  My H e a r t :  A L i t t l e  C h r o n ic le  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n
an d  M a ria  Cosway (New Y ork : P u tn a m 's ,  1 9 4 5 ).
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W hatev er t h e  c a s e  may b e  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  J e f f e r s o n  w as n o t  
un aw are  o f  th e  te m p ta t io n s  and  e v i l s  in h e r e n t  i n  s l a v e r y ,  and  i n  th e  
N o te s  on  V i r g i n i a , h e  made t h e  in d ic tm e n t  o f  s l a v e r y  w hich  i s  m o s t 
o f t e n  q u o te d .a s^  e v id e n c e  o f  h i s  d eep  h u m a n ity  an d  h o n e s t  b e l i e f  i n  
freed o m  f o r  a l l .  I t  a l s o  r e v e a l s  h i s  c o m p re h e n s io n  o f  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  
s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  p r o f u n d i t y  o f  h i s  com m itm ent t o  t h e  
s o lv in g  o f  t h i s  u r g e n t  s o c i a l  p ro b le m .
The e x i s t e n c e  o f  s l a v e r y  J e f f e r s o n  saw a s  p ro d u c in g  " a n  
unhappy  in f l u e n c e  on th e  m an n ers”  o f  th e  w h i t e s .  "T he w ho le  com m erce 
b e tw e e n  m a s te r  and  s l a v e  i s  a  p e r p e t u a l  e x e r c i s e  o f  th e  m ost b o i s t e r o u s  
p a s s i o n s , "  h e  s a i d ,  " t h e  m o st u n r e m i t t in g  d e s p o tis m  on th e  o ne  p a r t ,  
and  d e g ra d in g  s u b m is s io n s  on t h e  o t h e r . "  T h is  i s  o b s e rv e d  by  th e  
c h i l d r e n ,  "who l e a r n  t o  i m i t a t e  i t ;  f o r  man i s  a n  i m i t a t i v e  a n im a l ."  
T hen , i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  s la v e  c h i l d r e n ,  th e  c h i l d r e n  o f  th e  
m a s te r s  d i s p l a y  th e  same c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  "Thus n u r s e d ,  e d u c a te d ,  
and  d a i l y  e x e r c i s e d  i n  t y r a n n y ,"  th e y  " c a n n o t  b u t  b e  s tam ped  b y  i t  
w i th  o d io u s  p e c u l i a r i t i e s . "  The i n d i v i d u a l  s o c i a l i z e d  i n  su ch  an  
e n v iro n m e n t "m u st b e  a  p ro d ig y "  i f  h i s  m anners and  m o ra ls  a r e  u n d e ­
p ra v e d  th e r e b y .
S la v e r y ,  b y  " p e r m i t t i n g  o n e - h a l f  th e  c i t i z e n s  . . .  t o  
t r a m p le  th e  r i g h t s  o f  th e  o t h e r ,  t r a n s f o r m s "  t h e  s la v e -o w n e rs  i n t o  
d e s p o ts  and  th e  s l a v e s  in t o  t h e i r  e n e m ie s , J e f f e r s o n  d e c l a r e d .  I t  
d e s t r o y s  th e  m o ra ls  o f  th e  s la v e -o w n e rs  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  i n d u s t r y ,
" f o r  i n  a  warm c l i m a t e ,  no man w i l l  la b o u r  f o r  h im s e l f  who c a n  make 
a n o th e r  la b o u r  f o r  h im ."
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J e f f e r s o n  fo re sa w  th e  d i r e c t  c o n se q u e n c e s  f o r  A m erica  i f
s l a v e r y  w ere  n o t  a b o l i s h e d .  He a n t i c i p a t e d  s l a v e  r e b e l l i o n s  and
r e v o l u t i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  as  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n 's  l i b e r t i e s .
" I  t r e m b le  f o r  my c o u n try  w hen I  r e f l e c t  t h a t  God i s  j u s t ,  t h a t  h i s
j u s t i c e  c a n n o t s l e e p  f o r e v e r , "  h e  c r i e d .  "T he A lm ig h ty  h a s  no
a t t r i b u t e  w h ich  c a n  ta k e  s id e s  w i th "  s la v e - o w n e r s . B u t J e f f e r s o n
th o u g h t t h a t  h e  saw a  ch an g e  com ing a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  R e v o lu t io n ,
w ith  " th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  m a s te r  a b a t i n g ,  t h a t  o f  th e  s l a v e  r i s i n g  from
th e  d u s t  . . . th e  way I  h o p e  p r e p a r in g  . . . f o r  a  t o t a l  e m an c ip a -  
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t i o n  . . . I t  was a  h o p e  t h a t  o f  c o u r s e  p ro v e d  v a i n .
By m odern s t a n d a r d s ,  J e f f e r s o n 's  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  th e  N egro  
seem s i l l i b e r a l  and  u n e n l ig h te n e d ,  b u t  i t  w as d e f i n i t e l y  an  ad v an c ed  
a t t i t u d e  f o r  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  V i r g i n i a .  From  h i s  e a r l i e s t  d ay s  h e  
c o n s id e r e d  s l a v e r y  a  m o ra l w rong and  an  o u t r a g e  t o  h u m a n ity . I n  h i s  
A u to b io g ra p h y  h e  t e l l s  o f  m ak ing  a n  e f f o r t  i n  t h e  H ouse o f  B u rg e s se s  
i n  1769 , d u r in g  h i s  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  a s  a  m em ber, " f o r  th e  p e r m is s io n  o f  
th e  e m a n c ip a t io n  o f  s l a v e s ,  w h ich  w as r e j e c t e d . " ^  T h e r e a f t e r ,  h e  
g ra s p e d  e v e ry  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  s t r i k e  a t  th e  " in fa m o u s  p r a c t i c e "  o f  
s l a v e r y .  I n  th e  Summary View h e  c a s t i g a t e d  t h e  Crown f o r  " sh a m e fu l 
a b u se  o f  pow er" i n  d e f e a t i n g  c o l o n i a l  e f f o r t s  to  p r o h i b i t  th e  e x t e r n a l  
s l a v e  t r a d e ;  i n  h i s  d r a f t  o f  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e  h e  made 
th e  same c h a rg e ;  and  i n  h i s  1784 p ro p o s e d  p l a n  o f  g o vernm en t f o r  th e
^ L ip s c o m b  and B e rg h , I I ,  2 2 5 -2 8 .
^ F o r d ,  W r i t i n g s , I ,  5 .  See a l s o  I b i d . , IX , 4 77 ; and  R a n d a l l ,  
o p . c i t . , I ,  5 8 .
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W e s te rn  T e r r i t o r y ,  h e  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  no  s l a v e r y  s h o u ld  e x i s t  t h e r e
a f t e r  1 8 0 0 .^
f
I n  1791 a  N egro m a th e m a tic ia n  and  s u rv e y o r  nam ed B en jam in  
B an n ek e r s e n t  J e f f e r s o n  a  copy o f  a n  a lm an ac  h e  h ad  c o m p ile d . I n  
ac k n o w le d g in g  i t ,  J e f f e r s o n  w r o te :
Nobody w ish e s  m ore th a n  I  do to  s e e  su c h  p r o o f s  as  you 
e x h i b i t ,  t h a t  n a t u r e  h a s  g iv e n  o u r  b la c k  b r e t h r e n ,  t a l e n t s  
e q u a l  to  t h o s e  o f  t h e  o th e r  c o lo u r s  o f  m en, and  t h a t  th e  
a p p e a ra n c e  o f  a  w an t o f  them  i s  ow ing m e re ly  t o  th e  d e g ra d e d  
c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e ,  b o th  i n  A f r i c a  and  A m erica  . . . .
I  h av e  t a k e n  th e  l i b e r t y  o f  s e n d in g  y o u r  A lm anac to  M o nsieu r 
d e  C o n d o rc e t ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Academy o f  S c ie n c e s  i n  P a r i s  
. . . b e c a u s e  I  c o n s id e r e d  i t  a s  a  docum ent w h ich  y o u r  w ho le  
c o lo u r  h a d  a  r i g h t  f o r  t h e i r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  d o u b ts  
w h ich  h a v e  b e e n  e n t e r t a i n e d  a g a i n s t  th e m .^4-
A lth o u g h  J e f f e r s o n  re m a in e d  o p en -m in d ed  on t h i s  c r i t i c a l  q u e s ­
t i o n ,  a s  tim e  w en t on h e  becam e d is c o u ra g e d  o v e r  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
s e c u r in g  v o lu n ta r y  a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  " e n o rm ity "  o f  s l a v e r y .  " N o th in g  
i s  m ore  c e r t a i n l y  w r i t t e n  i n  th e  book  o f  f a t e , "  h e  d e c l a r e d  i n  h i s  
A u to b io g ra p h y , " th a n  t h a t  th e s e  p e o p le  a r e  to  b e  f r e e . " ^  Y e t i n  h i s  
o ld  a g e  he  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  th e  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t io n - - f r o m  whom h e  h a d  
e x p e c te d  so  much b e c a u s e  th e y  h a d  r e c e iv e d  " t h e i r  e a r l y  im p re s s io n s
a f t e r  th e  f la m e  o f  l i b e r t y  h ad  b e e n  k in d le d  i n  e v e ry  b r e a s t " —h a d
46f a i l e d  to  make p r o g r e s s  a g a i n s t  th e  e v i l s  o f  s l a v e r y .  C a l l in g  upon
^ B o y d ,  I ,  130 , 318 ; I b i d . , V I, 6 0 8 . H is  e a r l y  e f f o r t s  to  
a b o l i s h  th e  A f r i c a n  s l a v e  t r a d e  b o re  f r u i t  a t  l a s t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i n  
th e  A c t o f  C o n g re ss  i n  1808 e n d in g  t h i s  in fam o u s t r a f f i c .  See 
H a n d l in ,  o p . p i t . ,  p .  20 0 .
^ L ip s c o m b  and  B erg h , V I I I ,  2 4 1 -4 2 .
^ F o r d ,  W orks, I ,  68 .
^ K o ch  and P eden , p . 642 .
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h im  to  ta k e  th e  l e a d  11 i n  t h i s  s a l u t a r y  b u t  a rd u o u s  w o rk ,"  h e  s a i d ,  
w as " l i k e  b id d in g  o ld  P ria m  t o  b u c k le  th e  arm our o f  H e c to r , "  a d d in g :
My o p in io n  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  t h a t ,  u n t i l  m ore c a n  b e  done 
f o r  them , we s h o u ld  e n d e a v o r ,  w i th  th o s e  whom f o r tu n e  h a s  
th ro w n  i n  o u r  h a n d s ,  t o  f e e d  and  c l o t h e  them  w e l l ,  p r o ­
t e c t  them  from  i l l  u s a g e ,  r e q u i r e  su c h  r e a s o n a b le  la b o r  
o n ly  a s  i s  p e rfo rm e d  v o l u n t a r i l y  by f re e m e n , and  b e  le d  by  
no r e p u g n a n c ie s  t o  a b d i c a t e  them , and  o u r  d u t i e s  t o  them .
I t  was h i s  c o n s id e r e d  o p in io n  t h a t  u n t i l  a b o l i t i o n  and  em an c i­
p a t i o n  c o u ld  b e  e f f e c t e d ,  i t  w as t h e  d u ty  o f  t h e  s la v e -o w n e r  t o  m ain ­
t a i n  h i s  s l a v e s  i n  th e  b e s t  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  p o s s i b l e ,  n o t  to  f r e e  them  
w h o le s a le  i n t o  a  w o r ld ' w h ich  h e l d  ho w elcom e f o r  them  and  i n  w h ich  
th e y  c o u ld  n o t  b e  e x p e c te d  to  make t h e i r  w ay . T h is  o p in io n  was 
u n a v o id a b le  to  J e f f e r s o n  th e  p r a c t i c a l  i d e a l i s t .
I n  h i s  o ld  a g e , J e f f e r s o n  to o k  an  adam ant s ta n d  a g a i n s t  th e  
p ro p o s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  th e  M is s o u r i  q u e s t i o n  by  p r o h i b i t i n g  th e  f u r t h e r  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  s l a v e s  i n t o  M is s o u r i  an d  p r o v id in g  f o r  t h e  g r a d u a l  
e m a n c ip a t io n  o f  th o s e  a l r e a d y  t h e r e ,  w i th  M is s o u r i  s ta t e h o o d  t i e d  to  
t h a t  o f  M aine . He h a s  b e e n  c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  t h i s  s t a n d ,  a s  i t  a p p e a rs  
t o  b e  i n  d i r e c t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  h i s  v iew  o f  1784 e x p re s s e d  i n  t h e  p la n  
o f  g o vernm en t h e  p ro p o se d  f o r  th e  W e s te rn  T e r r i t o r y .  H ow ever, he  
saw i n  t h e  s u g g e s te d  M is s o u r i  s e t t l e m e n t  im p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  th e  f u t u r e  
o f  th e  n a t i o n  o th e r  th a n  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  s l a v e r y .  To L a f a y e t t e  he  
w r o te :  "On th e  e c l i p s e  o f  f e d e r a l i s m  w i th  u s ,  a l th o u g h  n o t  i t s
e x t i n c t i o n ,  i t s  l e a d e r s  g o t  up th e  M is s o u r i  q u e s t i o n ,  u n d e r  t h e  f a l s e  
f r o n t  o f  l e s s e n i n g  th e  m e a su re  o f  s l a v e r y ,  b u t  w i th  th e  r e a l  v ie w  o f
^ F o r d ,  W orks, I ,  7 7 .
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p ro d u c in g  a  g e o g r a p h ic a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  p a r t i e s ,  w h ich  m ig h t i n s u r e  them
48
. t h e  n e x t  P r e s i d e n t . "  The F e d e r a l i s t s  w ere  c a l l e d  from  th e  p a s t ,  
t h r e a t e n i n g  to  d iv i d e  t h e  U n io n , an d  p e rh a p s  d e s t r o y  i t ,  i n  w h ich  
e v e n t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  m ig h t w e l l  becom e a n  academ ic  o n e .
T h e r e f o r e ,  m ore was a t  s t a k e  th a n  th e  m a t t e r  o f  s l a v e r y :  t h e  s u r v i v a l
o f  t h e  n a t i o n  i t s e l f  was a t  s t a k e .  The M is s o u r i  q u e s t i o n ,  " l i k e  a  
f i r e - b e l l  i n  th e  n i g h t , "  h e  w r o te ,  "aw akened  and f i l l e d  me w i th  t e r r o r .
I  c o n s id e r e d  i t  a t  once  a s  th e  k n e l l  o f  t h e  U nion  . . . . "  He was 
c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e  U n ion  i t s e l f  w ou ld  e v e n t u a l l y  b e  d e s t r o y e d  i f  th e  
p ro p o s e d  p la n  w e re  fo l lo w e d ,  t h a t  " a  g e o g r a p h ic a l  l i n e ,  c o i n c id in g y
w i th  a  m arked  p r i n c i p l e ,  m o ra l and  p o l i t i c a l ,  once  c o n c e iv e d  and  h e ld  
up to  th e  a n g ry  p a s s io n s  o f  men" w ou ld  le a d  to  a  d i v i s i o n  o f  th e  
n a t i o n  i n t o  two o p p o s in g  cam ps, an d  o f  c o u r s e  h e  was r i g h t .  The q u e s ­
t i o n  t o  h im , t h e r e f o r e ,  w as n o t  o n e  o f  s l a v e r y  as  su c h .
"X c a n  s a y ,  w i th  c o n s c io u s  t r u t h , "  h e  d e c l a r e d ,  " t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  n o t  a  man on e a r t h  who w ou ld  s a c r i f i c e  m ore th a n  I  w ou ld  t o  r e l i e v e  
u s  o f  t h i s  h e a v y  r e p r o a c h ,  i n  any  p r a c t i c a b l e  w a y ."  The econom ic 
a s p e c t  o f  e m a n c ip a t io n  w as " a  m ere  b a g a t e l l e  w h ich  w ou ld  n o t  c o s t  me 
a  s e c o n d  th o u g h t ,  i f ,  i n  t h a t  w ay , a  g e n e r a l  e m a n c ip a tio n  and  e x p a t r i ­
a t i o n  c o u ld  b e  e f f e c t e d . "  The s o l u t i o n  m u s t b e  a  p r a c t i c a l  o n e , and  
t h i s  h e  was c o n v in c e d  t h e  M is s o u r i  Comprom ise was n o t .  He w as s u r e  
t h a t  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  s l a v e s  fro m  one s t a t e  to  a n o th e r  "w ould  n o t  make 
a  s l a v e  o f  a  s i n g l e  human b e in g  who w ould  n o t  be  so  w i th o u t  i t , "  j u s t  
a s  th e  d i f f u s i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  o v e r  a  g r e a t e r  t e r r i t o r y  w ou ld  h a s t e n
^ L ip s c o m b  and. B ergh , XV, 4 9 2 .
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e m a n c ip a t io n  by  d i s t r i b u t i n g  th e  " b u rd e n "  o f  s l a v e r y  t o  a  g r e a t e r
49num ber o f  o w n e rs . He w as c o n v in c e d  t h a t  t h e  onus o f  s l a v e  ow ner­
s h ip  w ou ld  becom e i n c r e a s i n g l y  u n p le a s a n t  a n d  i n d e f e n s i b l e ;  t h u s ,  
t h e  g r e a t e r  th e  num ber o f  s l a v e  o w n ers , t h e  g r e a t e r  w o u ld  b e  t h e  
f o r c e s  s e e k in g  e m a n c ip a t io n .  H is  th in k in g  h e r e  was p e rh a p s  u n r e a ­
l i s t i c ,  f o r  n o t  a l l  men fo u n d  th e  b u rd e n  o f  s l a v e  o w n e rsh ip  b e s e t  
w i th  th e  p ro fo u n d  m o ra l i m p l i c a t i o n s  w h ich  d e e p ly  p e r tu r b e d  J e f f e r s o n  
th ro u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e .  He w as q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  m a t t e r  
in v o lv e d  i n  th e  M is s o u r i  q u e s t i o n  was n o t  s l a v e r y  b u t  i n s t e a d  t h e  
e n c ro a c h in g  and  s u f f o c a t i n g  pow er o f  th e  f e d e r a l  gov ern m en t i n  v i o ­
l a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g u a r a n te e  to  t h e  s t a t e s  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t s  
t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  j u s t  p o w e rs . T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was, t h e  same f e a r  
w h ich  gave  r i s e  t o  th e  K en tu ck y  R e s o lu t io n s ,  f o r  J e f f e r s o n  w as u n q u e s ­
t i o n a b ly  an d  h o n e s t l y  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e  v e r y  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  th e  
U n ion  d ep en d ed  upon  th e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  to  
c o n t r o l  t h e i r  own l o c a l  a f f a i r s ,  w h ich  in c lu d e d  th e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  
s l a v e r y .
I t  i s  c l e a r  b ey o n d  d o u b t t h a t  h e  a r d e n t l y  d e s i r e d  th e  a b o l i t i o n
50o f  s l a v e r y - - w i t h  e x p a t r i a t i o n  - - b u t  h e  d e s i r e d  ev en  m ore s t r o n g l y
4 9 I b i d . , XV, 2 4 9 -5 0 .
- ’ O j e f f e r s o n  did. n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  fo u n d in g  o f  th e  A m eri­
c a n  C o lo n iz a t io n  S o c ie ty .  P e te r s o n ,  o £ . c i t . , p p . 1 7 7 -7 8 . H ow ever, 
h e  d id  s u g g e s t  t h a t  b o th  f r e e  N egroes and  s l a v e s  c o n v ic te d  o f  c r im e s  
m ig h t b e  e x p o r te d  to  A f r i c a ,  p e rh a p s  to  S i e r r e  L eo n e . S c h a c h n e r , 
o p . c i t . , IX , 7 04 . As h e  s t a t e d  r e p e a t e d l y ,  h e  f e l t  t h a t  any  p la n  
o f  e m a n c ip a t io n  s h o u ld  in c lu d e  p r o v i s io n s  f o r  e x p a t r i a t i o n .
th e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  th e  U n io n . I t  i s  a l s o  c l e a r  t h a t  h e  was p r o ­
fo u n d ly  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e  s o l u t i o n  t o  th e  s l a v e r y  p ro b le m  w as r i g h t ­
f u l l y  a  l o c a l  o n e . The r i g h t s  o f  th e  s t a t e s  m u st b e  p r e s e r v e d ,  e l s e  
t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  no l i b e r t y ,  no  d em o cracy , no U n io n . As a  S o u th e r n e r ,  
h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  s o u th e r n  s t a t e s  h ad  r i g h t s  as  i n v i o l a b l e  a s  
th o s e  o f  th e  n o r t h e r n  s t a t e s ,  and  i n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  a b h o r re n c e  o f  
s l a v e r y ,  i t  w as t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  s o u th e r n  s t a t e s  t o  s e t t l e  th e  p ro b le m  
w i th o u t  f e d e r a l  c o e r c io n .  On s u c h , h e  b e l i e v e d ,  h in g e d  th e  f a t e  o f  
th e  U n io n .
From tim e  to  tim e  J e f f e r s o n  f r e e d  s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  s l a v e s ,  b u t  
to  h a v e  e m a n c ip a te d  them  a l l ,  " d e p r iv in g  h im s e l f  th e r e b y  o f  h i s  e n t i r e  
l a b o r  f o r c e  and  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  h i s  p r o p e r ty  w h ile  t u r n i n g  them  lo o s e  
i n  an  i n h o s p i t a b l e  w o r ld ,  w ou ld  h a v e  b e e n  n e i t h e r  p r a c t i c a b l e  n o r  
lc in d ," " ^  a s  M alone p o in t s  o u t .  P e r i o d i c a l l y ,  h e  a l s o  s o ld  o f f  s l a v e s  
h e  h a d  i n h e r i t e d  from  th e  W ayles e s t a t e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th o s e  on h i s  
P o p la r  F o r e s t  p l a n t a t i o n ,  a lw ay s  i n  an  e f f o r t  to  pay  o f f  th e  o ld  
W ayles d e b t  and  a lw ay s  w i th  c a r e f u l  s t i p u l a t i o n s  t h a t  f a m i l i e s  w ere
52n o t  t o  b e  b ro k e n  up  and  t h a t  th o s e  s o ld  w ere  to  b e  t r e a t e d  h u m an e ly .
T h e re  c a n  b e  no d o u b t t h a t  h e  d e t e s t e d  t h i s  t r a f f i c  i n  human b e i n g s ,
and  t h a t  h e  u n d e r to o k  su c h  s a l e s  w i th  th e  g r e a t e s t  r e l u c t a n c e  and
53u n d e r  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  econom ic n e c e s s i t y .
A t h i s  d e a th  h e  e m a n c ip a te d  s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  f a v o r i t e  s l a v e s ,
•̂ J e f f e r s o n  and  th e  O rd e a l o f  L i b e r t y , p .  2 0 8 .
5 2 I b i d . ,  p .  2 0 7 .
-^ S c h a c h n e r , o £ . c i t . , I I ,  9 7 8 .
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a s  w as th e  c u s to m  among V i r g i n i a  g e n t le m e n . P e rh a p s  h e  w o u ld  h av e  
g iv e n  t h e i r  freed o m  to  m ore  h ad  h i s  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  n o t  b e e n  so  
d e s p e r a t e .  I n  any  e v e n t ,  i t  c a n n o t b e  d e n ie d  t h a t  h e  a b h o r r e d  s l a v e r y  
and  b o th  w is h e d  and  w orked  f o r  i t s  a b o l i t i o n .  H e re  a g a in ,  h o w ev er, 
h e  was th e  p r a c t i c a l  i d e a l i s t ;  and i n  h i s  day t h e  tim e  n e v e r  a r r i v e d  
w hen i t  was p r a c t i c a b l e  o r  ev e n  p o s s i b l e  to  e r a d i c a t e  t h i s  g r e a t  
e v i l .  He h ad  w orked  a r d u o u s ly  t o  s e e  t h i s  " e n o rm ity "  d e s t r o y e d ;  b u t  
h e  c o u ld  n o t  go beyond t h e  p o s s i b l e .
J e f f e r s o n * s  a b h o r re n c e  o f  s l a v e r y  was b a s e d  on m o ra l ,  hum an i­
t a r i a n ,  p h i l o s o p h i c a l ,  an d  p o l i t i c a l  g ro u n d s . He w orked  m ore e n e r ­
g e t i c a l l y  to  d e s t r o y  s l a v e r y  th a n  d id  o th e r  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  
l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  R e v o lu t io n a ry  and p o s t - R e v o lu t io n a r y  p e r i o d s .  He hoped  
f o r  e v e n tu a l  a b o l i t i o n  an d  e m a n c ip a t io n ,  b u t ,  a s  S c h a c h n e r  s a y s ,  "h e
d id  n o t  a t  any  tim e  c o n s id e r  th e  N eg ro es  as th e  p o s s i b l e  p o l i t i c a l
54and  s o c i a l  e q u a l s  o f  w h i t e s . "  I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e s p e c t ,  h e  was 
th e  p ro d u c t  o f  h i s  e n v iro n m e n t,  and  h i s  id e a s  w e re  l a r g e l y  c o n s i s t e n t  
w i th  th o s e  o f  m o st o f  h i s  e d u c a te d  S o u th e rn  c o n te m p o r a r ie s .  W ash in g to n , 
Jo h n  M a r s h a l l ,  G eorge W y th e , and  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  e l i t e  
m a in ta in e d  o b j e c t io n s  t o  s la v e r y  s i m i l a r  to  th o s e  o f  J e f f e r s o n .  Y et 
th e y  d id  n o t  f r e e  t h e i r  s l a v e s ,  n o r  d id  h e .  "W ould an yone  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  I  am M a s te r  o f  S la v e s  o f  my own p u r c h a s e ,"  P a t r i c k  H enry  a s k e d ,  
a s  a  c a s e  i n  p o i n t .  " I  am draw n a lo n g  by  th e  g e n e r a l  in c o n v e n ie n c e  
o f  l i v i n g  w i th o u t  th e m ,"  h e  c o n t in u e d .  Even s o ,  h e  lo o k e d  fo rw a rd  to
54 I b id . , I ,  2 3 1 .
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th e  t im e  "w hen an  o p p o r tu n i ty  w i l l  b e  o f f e r e d  to  a b o l i s h  t h i s  la m e n t-  
55a b l e  E v i l , "  a l th o u g h  h e  d id n n o t  w ork  a c t i v e l y  t o  h e lp  b r i n g  a b o u t
a b o l i t i o n .  L ik e  J e f f e r s o n ,  W a sh in g to n , and  o t h e r s ,  h e  c o n s id e r e d
s l a v e r y  a  m o ra l w ro n g . In d e e d ,  " p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e ry  S o u th e rn  g e n tle m a n
56lo o k e d  upon  s l a v e r y  a s  an  e v i l ,  b u t  a  n e c e s s a r y  o n e ,"  d u r in g  t h i s  
p e r io d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  M a ry la n d , and  S o u th  C a r o l in a ,
J e f f e r s o n 's  o b j e c t io n s  t o  s l a v e r y  w ere  f a r  m ore p ro fo u n d  th a n  
th o s e  o f  h i s  c o n te m p o r a r i e s ,  and  h e ,  u n l i k e  them , w orked  a c t i v e l y  to  
d e s t r o y  t h i s  g r e a t  e v i l .  He fo u n d , h o w e v e r, t h a t  h i s  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  
e m a n c ip a t io n  w ere  so m e th in g  " th e  p u b l i c  m ind w ou ld  n o t  . . . b e a r .
From 1769 o n , h e  c o n t in u e d  h i s  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  th e  l e g a l i z e d  bo n d ag e  
o f  human b e i n g s ,  w h i le  many o th e r s  w i th  m ore t r a d i t i o n a l  v ie w s  
e x t o l l e d  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  e m a n c ip a t io n  b u t  d id  n o th in g  to  b r i n g  i t  
a b o u t .  A t l a s t ,  e v e n  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  u p p e r - c l a s s  l i p  s e r v i c e  t o  th e  
c a u s e  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  and  a  new v iew  was v o ic e d  by  a  new S o u th e rn  l e a d e r ­
s h ip .  I n  th e  l a s t  y e a r  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  l i f e ,  Thomas C o o p e r, p r e s i d e n t  
o f  S o u th  C a r o l in a  C o l le g e ,  p u b l i s h e d  h i s  w e ll-k n o w n  p a m p h le t p r e ­
s e n t i n g  th e  v iew  t h a t  s l a v e r y  w as a  " p o s i t i v e  good" i n s t e a d  o f  th e  
e v i l  a n  e a r l i e r  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  S o u th e rn  le a d e r s  h ad  f e l t  i t  to  b e .  
C o o p e r 's  e f f o r t s  w e re  fo l lo w e d  by  th o s e  o f  Thomas R . Dew o f  W ill ia m  
and  M ary C o l l e g e ,  and  th e n  by G eorge F i t z h u g h 's  i n f l u e n t i a l  S o c io lo g y
-’-’Sam uel E l i o t  M o rr is o n  and  H enry  S t e e l e  Commager, The G rowth 
o f  th e  A m erican  R e p u b lic  (2 v o l s , , New Y ork : O xford  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,
1 9 6 2 ) ,  I ,  2 4 6 .
-^ F ord , Works, I ,  77 .
f o r  th e  S o u th . F i n a l l y ,  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and  m o ra l j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f
58s l a v e r y  r e a c h e d  i t s  z e n i t h  i n  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  J o h n  C. C a lh o u n . The 
h a rd e n in g  o f  a t t i t u d e s  w h ich  J e f f e r s o n  h ad  f o r e s e e n  m ean t a t  l a s t  
t h a t  w ar a lo n e  c o u ld  r i d  th e  n a t i o n  o f  th e  e n o rm ity  w h ich  h e  a b h o r r e d .
As th e  A m erican  e x e m p la r  o f  th e  E n l ig h te n m e n t ,  J e f f e r s o n 's  
p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and  t h e o r e t i c a l  d e d i c a t i o n  to  human l i b e r t y  was com­
p l e t e ;  t h u s ,  h i s  o b j e c t io n s  to  s l a v e r y  w ere  im p la c a b le .  Y e t ,  a s  
t h e  p r a c t i c a l  i d e a l i s t ,  h e  re m a in e d  a  s la v e -o w n e r  th r o u g h o u t  l i f e .
And ev en  th o u g h  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a l l  m en, b l a c k ,  r e d  and  w h i t e ,  sh o u ld  
b e  f r e e ,  h e  w as an  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  S o u th e r n e r :  h e  w as n o t  so  im p e r­
v io u s  to  th e  i n f l u e n c e s  o f  e n v iro n m e n t and  th e  p r e v a i l i n g  c l im a te  o f  
o p in io n  a s  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  N eg roes w e re  i n  a c t u a l i t y  th e  e q u a ls  o f  
w h i te s  i n  endow m ents and  a b i l i t i e s .  From  tim e  to  t im e ,  h e  s u g g e s te d  
th e  p o s s i b i l i t y - - b u t  o n ly  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y — t h a t  N eg roes m ig h t p e rh a p s  
b e  e q u a l  t o  o th e r  r a c e s  o f  m en, b u t  by f a r  th e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  h i s  
w r i t i n g s  p r o v id e s  i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e  e v id e n c e  t h a t  h e  d id  in d e e d  c o n ­
s i d e r  th e  N egro  i n f e r i o r  t o  b o th  th e  w h i te  man and  th e  I n d i a n ,  th o u g h  
h e  c l e a r l y  d id  n o t  im a g in e  t h a t  i n f e r i o r i t y  w as a  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  
s l a v e r y .  I n d e e d ,  h e  n e v e r  d o u b te d  t h a t  s l a v e r y  was u t t e r l y  in d e f e n ­
s i b l e  u n d e r  e v e ry  c i r c u m s ta n c e .  I t  was i n  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  to  e n t e r ­
t a i n  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y - - a n d  th e  a r d e n t  h o p e — t h a t  th e  N egro m ig h t some­
day  p ro v e  h im s e l f  th e  e q u a l  o f  t h e  w h i t e ,  p lu s  h i s  l i f e l o n g  s t r u g g l e  
t o  s e c u r e  th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y ,  t h a t  h e  w as a  s p e c i a l  d e f i n e r  o f  
s i t u a t i o n s  w hose a t t i t u d i n a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  w as f a r  ah ea d  o f  t h a t  o f  m ost 
o f  h i s  c o n te m p o r a r ie s .
^^M orrison and Commager, o £ . c i t . , I ,  5 3 7 .
CHAPTER XI
ON SOCIAL PROCESSES
C onm nm ication : The P re s s
From P a r i s  J e f f e r s o n  w ro te  a  f r i e n d  t h a t  “w e re  i t  l e f t  to  me
to  d e c id e  w h e th e r  we s h o u ld  h a v e  a  gov ern m en t w i th o u t  n e w s p a p e rs , o r
n ew sp ap e rs  w i th o u t  a  g o v e rn m e n t, I  s h o u ld  n o t  h e s i t a t e  a  moment to
p r e f e r  t h e  l a t t e r , " ^  f o r  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a  f r e e  p r e s s  was n e c e s s a r y
i f  t h e  p e o p le  w e re  to  r e s t r a i n  th e  a m b it io n s  o f  t h e i r  r u l e r s .  I n  t h i s
same l e t t e r  h e  ad d ed :
I  am p e r s u a d e d  t h a t  th e  good s e n s e  o f  th e  p e o p le  w i l l  a lw ay s
b e  fo u n d  to  b e  th e  b e s t  a # m y ..................The p e o p le  a r e  th e  o n ly
c e n s o r s  o f  t h e i r  g o v e rn o rs  . . . th e  o n ly  s a f e g u a r d  o f  t h e  
p u b l i c  l i b e r t y  . . . g iv e  them  f u l l  in f o r m a t io n  o f  t h e i r  
a f f a i r s  th ro u g h  th e  p u b l i c  p a p e rs  . . . .  The b a s i s  o f  o u r  
gov ern m en t b e in g  th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  
o b j e c t  s h o u ld  b e  to  k e e p  t h a t  r i g h t  . . . .  E v e ry  man s h o u ld  
r e c e i v e  . . . p a p e r s ,  and  b e  c a p a b le  o f  r e a d in g  th e m .2
As P r e s i d e n t ,  h o w e v e r , h e  seem ed on  o c c a s io n  to  ta k e  a  d i f ­
f e r e n t  v ie w . "N o th in g  c a n  now b e  b e l i e v e d  w h ich  i s  s e e n  i n  a  new s­
p a p e r , "  h e  w ro te  i n  th e  fam ous N o rv e l l  l e t t e r .  " T ru th  i t s e l f  becom es 
s u s p i c io u s  by  b e in g  p u t  i n t o  t h a t  p o l l u t e d  v e h i c l e  . . . .  I  r e a l l y  
lo o k  w i th  c o m m is e ra tio n  o v e r  th e  g r e a t  body  o f  my f e l lo w  c i t i z e n ,  who, 
r e a d in g  n e w s p a p e rs , l i v e  and  d i e  i n  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e y  h a v e  known
•'•Boyd, X I , 4 9 .
2I b i d .
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so m e th in g  o f  w h at h a s  b e e n  p a s s in g  i n  th e  w o r ld  . . . .  The man who 
n e v e r  lo o k s  i n t o  a  n ew sp ap er i s  b e t t e r  in fo rm e d  th a n  h e  who r e a d s  
them  . . . . "  He h ad  s u f f e r e d  p ro fo u n d ly  from  th e  s t i n g i n g  a t t a c k s  
o f  a  p a r t i s a n  p r e s s  d u r in g  h i s  a c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e ;  b u t  a f t e r  h i s  
r e t i r e m e n t  t o  M o n t ic e l l o ,  h e  r e g a in e d  some o f  h i s  p h i lo s o p h ic  c a lm , 
an d  i n  1823 w ro te  L a f a y e t t e  t h a t  "tl?W o n ly  s e c u r i t y  o f  a l l ,  i s  i n  a  
f r e e  p r e s s .  The f o r c e  o f  p u b l i c  o p in io n  c a n n o t b e  r e s i s t e d ,  when p e r ­
m i t t e d  f r e e l y  t o  b e  e x p r e s s e d .  The a g i t a t i o n  i t  p ro d u c e s  m u st b e  su b -
4
m i t t e d  t o .  I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  to  k eep  th e  w a te r s  p u r e . "  He th u s  a t  
l a s t  came th e  f u l l  c i r c l e ,  and  t h i s  s ta t e m e n t  u n q u e s t io n a b ly  r e f l e c t s  
h i s  c o n s id e r e d  o p in io n  o f  t h e  p r e s s .  The a p p a r e n t  in c o n s i s t e n c y  o f  
h i s  v ie w s i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  may b e  u n d e r s to o d  o n ly  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  th e  
e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  h i s  l i f e .
J e f f e r s o n  saw and  p e rh a p s  s t a t e d  m ore c l e a r ly _  th a n  any  o th e r  
p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  freed o m  o f  th e  p r e s s  i n  a  
d e m o c ra t ic  s o c i e t y .  T h ro u g h o u t h i s  l i f e  h e  m a in ta in e d  h i s  a d v o c a c y  
o f  a  f r e e  p r e s s ,  a l th o u g h  h e  w as o f t e n  d e e p ly  d i s a p p o in te d  i n  i t s  
p e r fo rm a n c e .
S in c e  h e  b e l i e v e d  i n  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  a  com­
p a r a t i v e l y  d e c e n t r a l i z e d  s o c i e t y ,  h e  was c o n v in c e d  t h a t  men s h o u ld  be  
e n l ig h te n e d  and  in fo rm e d . And h e r e i n  n ew sp ap e rs  h a d  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e ,  
t o  p l a y ,  f o r  th e  e n l ig h te n m e n t  o f  th e  p e o p le  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  i n s u r e  
t h e i r  h a p p in e s s .  The p r e s s  s e rv e d  a s  a  n e c e s s a r y  c h e c k  upon  th e
^L ipscom b and  B e rg h , X I , 2 2 2 -2 4 . 
4 I b i d . ,  XV, 4 9 1 .
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g o v e rn m e n t. D u rin g  th e  d i s p u t e  o v e r  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  F re n e a u ,  h e  
w ro te  P r e s i d e n t  W ash in g to n : "No governm en t o u g h t t o  b e  w i th o u t
c e n s o r s ;  and w h e re  th e  p r e s s  i s  f r e e ,  no one e v e r  w i l l ." " *  I t  was 
th e  p r e s s  w h ich  m u s t in fo rm  th e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  a c t s  o f  t h e  g o vernm en t 
so  t h a t  th e y  m ig h t p r o t e c t  t h e i r  r i g h t s .  To a  F re n c h  c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  
h e  w r o te :  " T h is  fo rm id a b le  c e n s o r  o f  th e  p u b l i c  f u n c t i o n a r i e s ,  by
a r r a i g n i n g  them  a t  th e  t r i b u n a l  o f  p u b l i c  o p in io n ,  p ro d u c e s  r e fo rm  
p e a c e a b ly ,  w h ich  m ust o th e r w is e  b e  done by r e v o l u t i o n . "
The r o l e  o f  th e  f r e e  p r e s s  was t h e r e f o r e  a  c r i t i c a l  o n e ; how­
e v e r ,  J e f f e r s o n  h a d  in  m ind  a  freed o m  f o r  i t  t h a t  was l e s s  th a n  a b s o ­
l u t e .  H is  f r i e n d  G eorge Hay h ad  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  no p e r s o n  c o u ld  b e  
p u n is h e d  f o r  h i s  o p in io n s ,  how ever r i d i c u l o u s  " o r  im m oral i n  t h e i r  
te n d e n c y "  on any  s u b j e c t ,  ev e n  i f  th e  o p in io n s  h e  e x p r e s s e d  w ere  
m a l ic io u s  u n t r u t h s .  A w r i t e r  was " s a f e  w i t h i n  th e  s a n c tu a r y  o f  th e  
p r e s s "  ev en  w hen h e  l i e d  o u t r i g h t .  Hay drew  th e  l i n e  o n ly  a t  l i b e l s  
o f  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s . ^
J e f f e r s o n  was l a r g e l y  i n  a g ree m en t w i th  H ay. He w ou ld  draw  
th e  l i n e  a t  d e l i b e r a t e  f a ls e h o o d  i n j u r i o u s  o f  p r i v a t e  f i g u r e s ,  an d  h e  
i n s i s t e d  upon  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  to  p r o v id e  f o r  th e  c o n t r o l  o f  
l i b e l .  He in c lu d e d  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  i n  h i s  1776 p r o p o s a ls  f o r  a  
V i r g i n i a  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  a l s o  i n  th e  K en tu ck y  R e s o lu t io n s .  "W h ile
5I b i d . , V I I I ,  4 0 6 .
6I b i d . , XV, 489 .
7
L e o n a rd  W. L evy , F reedom  o f  S p eech  and  P r e s s  i n  E a r ly  A m eri­
c a n  H i s t o r y : L eg acy  o f  S u p p re s s io n  (New Y o rk : H a rp e r  & Row, Pub­
l i s h e r s ,  1 9 6 3 ) , p p . 2 7 0 -7 1 .
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we deny  t h a t  C o n g ress  h a v e  a  r i g h t  to  c o n t r o l  th e  freed o m  o f  th e  
p r e s s , "  h e  w ro te  A b ig a i l  Adams, "we h a v e  e v e r  a s s e r t e d  th e  r i g h t  o f
g
th e  S t a t e s ,  an d  t h e i r  e x c l u s i v e  r i g h t ,  to  do s o ."  S t a t e  law s s h o u ld
h o ld  n e w sp a p e rs  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  s l a n d e r  and  l i b e l  b u t  s h o u ld  a t  th e
same tim e  p r o t e c t  th e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  p u b l i s h e r  to  p r i n t  t r u t h .  T h u s,
w hen h e  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " o u r  l i b e r t y  d ep en d s  on th e  freed o m  o f  th e
9
p r e s s ,  and  t h a t  c a n n o t  be  l i m i t e d  w i th o u t  b e in g  l o s t , "  h e  o f  c o u r s e
d id  n o t  h a v e  i n  m ind an  a b s o l u t e ,  l i m i t l e s s  freed o m  w h ich  am ounted to
l i c e n s e ,  b u t  a  p r e s s  u n s h a c k le d  b y  a r b i t r a r y  r u l e s  o f  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t,
and  u n l im i t e d  i n  i t s  r i g h t  to  p u b l i s h  th e  t r u t h .  I t  was t h i s  k in d  o f
f r e e  p r e s s  w h ic h  was e s s e n t i a l  i n  a  d e m o c ra tic  r e p u b l i c  and  w i th o u t
w h ich  l i b e r t y  w as n e v e r  s e c u r e .  P e rh a p s  t h e  b e s t  s i n g l e  s ta te m e n t  o f
h i s  v ie w  i s  t h i s ,  p en n ed  i n  1816 : "W here t h e  p r e s s  i s  f r e e ,  and e v e ry
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man a b l e  to  r e a d ,  a l l  i s  s a f e . "
As i n  o th e r  m a t t e r s ,  J e f f e r s o n  and  H a m ilto n  d i s a g r e e d  on t h e i r  
v ie w s  o f  th e  p r e s s .  H a m ilto n , h im s e l f  a  j o u r n a l i s t  and  fo u n d e r  o f  
t h e  New Y ork E v e n in g  P o s t , c o n te n d e d  i n  t h e  C ro s w e ll  c a s e  t h a t  t r u t h ,  
when p u b l i s h e d  f o r  good m o t iv e s ,  s h o u ld  b e  p e r m i t t e d  a s  a  d e f e n s e  i n  
a  p r o s e c u t i o n  f o r  s e d i t i o u s  l i b e l .  C ro s w e ll  h ad  p u b l i s h e d  an  a c c o u n t 
o f  a n  a l l e g e d  d e a l  w h ich  J e f f e r s o n  h ad  made w i th  Jam es T . C a l le n d e r  
f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  t o  deno u n ce  W a sh in g to n  a s  a  t r a i t o r ,  a  r o b b e r ,  and  a  
p e r j u r e r ,  and  Adams i n  o n ly  s l i g h t l y  l e s s  c o m p lim e n ta ry  te rm s .
^L ipscom b and  B erg h , X I , 5 1 . 
^ F o rd , W r i t i n g s , IV , 13 2 . 
■^Lipscom b and B e rg h , XIV, 384 .
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C ro s w e ll  w as a r r e s t e d  and  t r i e d  on a  com mon-law in d ic tm e n t  Jigr
s e d i t i o u s  l i b e l ;  and  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  c a s e ,  th e  s o - c a l l e d  "H am il-
11to n i a n  D o c tr in e "  was e n a c te d  i n t o  law  i n  New Y ork . J e f f e r s o n 's  
o p in io n  o f  th e  c a s e  i s  unknow n; h o w ev e r, i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  h e  d i s a g r e e d  
w i th  H a m il to n 's  e a r l i e r  c o n t e n t io n  t h a t  s in c e  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o vernm en t 
h ad  no pow ers n o t  e x p r e s s ly  d e l e g a te d  t o  i t  i n  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e r e  
w as no n e e d  f o r  a  p r o v i s io n  d e n y in g  i t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  th e  p r e p s .  J e f f e r ­
so n  saw th e  n eed  f o r  su c h  a  p r o v i s io n  i n  o r d e r  to  d e t e r  t h e  governm en t 
from  s e e k in g  to  c o n t r o l  th e  p r e s s  v i a  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  im p l ie d  p o w e rs .
He w as p e r tu r b e d  when h e  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  a b se n c e  o f  a  b i l l  o f  r i g h t s  
i n  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and  from  P a r i s  h e  s e n t  M ad ison  h i s  p r o p o s e d ' 
g u a r a n te e  f o r  freed o m  o f  th e  p r e s s :  "T he p e o p le  s h a l l  n o t  b e  d e p r iv e d
o f  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  s p e a k , t o  w r i t e ,  o r  o th e rw is e  t o  p u b l i s h  a n y th in g  
b u t  f a l s e  f a c t s  a f f e c t i n g  i n j u r i o u s l y  t h e  l i f e ,  l i b e r t y ,  o r  r e p u t a t i o n
o f  o t h e r s ,  o r  a f f e c t i n g  th e  p e a c e  o f  th e  c o n fe d e ra c y  w i th  o th e r  
12n a t i o n s . "  A lth o u g h  h i s  s u g g e s t io n  w as n o t  a d o p te d ,  h e  w as s a t i s f i e d  
w i th  M a d is o n 's  s t r o n g  and i n c l u s i v e  s t a t e m e n t :  " C o n g re s s  s h a l l  make
no law  . . . a b r id g in g  th e  freed o m  o f  sp e e c h  o r  o f  th e  p r e s s . "
When J e f f e r s o n  a s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  becam e a la rm e d  a t  th e  
" m o n a rc h ic a l"  d e v e lo p m e n ts  d u r in g  th e  W ash in g to n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  he  
to o k  a im  a t  J o h n  F e n n o 's  G a z e t te  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  a s  " a  p a p e r  o f  
p u re  to r y i s m ,  d i s s e m in a t in g  th e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  m o n arch y , a r i s t o c r a c y ,
1-^Levy, o £ . c i t . , pp . 2 9 7 -9 9 .
■^Lipscomb and B ergh, V II , 4 5 0 .
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13an d  th e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e , "  f o r  t h e  G a z e t te  
w as b y  i t s  own d e c l a r a t i o n  a  sp o k esm an  f o r  g o v e rn m e n t p o l i c i e s .  M ad i­
so n  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  h i s  fo rm e r  c l a s s m a te  a t  P r i n c e t o n ,  P h i l i p  F r e n e a u ,  
p o e t ,  w i t  an d  e x p e r i e n c e d  j o u r n a l i s t ,  m ig h t  b e  in d u c e d  t o  come to  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  t o  s t a r t  a  r i v a l  n e w s p a p e r .  J e f f e r s o n  t h e r e f o r e  o f f e r e d
F re n e a u  t h e  c l e r k s h i p  f o r  f o r e i g n  la n g u a g e s  i n  h i s  d e p a r tm e n t ;  how-
14
e v e r ,  F r e n e a u  a t  f i r s t  d e c l i n e d .
When J e f f e r s o n  m ade F r e n e a u  a  s e c o n d  o f f e r ,  t h e  y o u n g  j o u r n a ­
l i s t  a c c e p te d .  Soon a f t e r  h e  h a d  b e g u n  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  p a p e r ,  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  G a z e t t e , J e f f e r s o n  m ade e f f o r t s  t o  s e c u r e  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  to  
th e  p a p e r  a n d  w r o te  h i s  s o n - i n - l a w  t h a t  i t  w as " g e t t i n g  i n t o  M a ssa c h u ­
s e t t s ,  u n d e r  t h e  p a t r o n a g e  o f  H an co ck "  a n d  S am uel A d a m s .^  I n  a  
s h o r t  w h i l e  F re n e a u  h a d  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e a d e r s h i p .  He b e g a n  w i th  
f a i r l y  m i ld  c r i t i c i s m s  on  th e  F e d e r a l i s t s ;  b e f o r e  l o n g ,  h o w e v e r , h i s  
a t t a c k s  becam e m ore p e r s o n a l  a n d  v i n d i c t i v e .  The F e d e r a l i s t s  w e re
V
i n f u r i a t e d ,  w h e re u p o n  Fenno  p u b l i s h e d  a n  a r t i c l e  q u e s t i o n i n g  th e  
m o r a l i t y  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  s p o n s o r s h ip  o f  a  p a p e r  w h ic h  a t t a c k e d  th e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  w h ic h  h e  w as a  c a b i n e t  m em ber. I n  r e p l y  F re n e a u  
p u b l i s h e d  a  sw o rn  a f f i d a v i t  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  h a d  no c o n n e c t io n s  w h a ts o ­
e v e r  w i th  t h e  p a p e r ,  w hose  e d i t o r  "w as n e v e r  d i r e c t e d ,  c o n t r o l l e d ,  o r  
a t t e m p te d  t o  b e  i n f l u e n c e d  i n  a n y  m anner e i t h e r  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o r
■ ^ F o rd , W r i t i n g s , V, 3 3 6 .
■^■^Malone, J e f f e r s o n  an d  th e  R ig h t s  o f  M an, p .  3 5 1 .
■^Lipscomb and B ergh , V I I I ,  4 4 0 .
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any o f  h i s  f r i e n d s . "
J e f f e r s o n  w ro te  W ash in g to n  a  lo n g  l e t t e r  o f  e x p la n a t io n  a b o u t
h i s  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  F re n e a u , a b s o lv in g  h im s e l f  o f  any  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
f o r  F re n e a u 1s a t t a c k s  on th e  F e d e r a l i s t s .  S e v e ra l  m onths l a t e r
W ash in g to n  d i s c u s s e d  th e  m a t te r  w ith  h im , becom ing " s o r e  and  w arm ,"
J e f f e r s o n  r e p o r t e d .  " I  to o k  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  to  b e ,  t h a t  I  sh o u ld  i n t e r -  
*
p o se  i n  some way w ith  F re n e a u , p e rh a p s  by  w ith d ra w in g  h i s  a p p o in tm e n t 
a s  t r a n s l a t i n g  c l e r k  i n  my o f f i c e .  B ut I  w i l l  n o t  do i t , "  h e  d e c l a r e d .  
"H is  p a p e r  h a s  sav ed  o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  w h ich  was g a l lo p in g  f a s t  in t o  
M onarchy . . . A few m onths l a t e r ,  W ash ing ton  e x p re s s e d  h i s
r a g e  o v e r a  lam poon o f  h im s e l f  w h ich  h ad  a p p e a re d  in  F re n e a u 1s p a p e r .  
J e f f e r s o n  r e p o r te d  t h e  o c c a s io n  as  fo l lo w s :
The P r e s id e n t  was much in f la m e d ; h e  g o t  in t o  one o f  
th o s e  p a s s io n s  w hen h e  c a n n o t command h im s e l f ;  r a n  on much 
on  th e  p e r s o n a l  a b u se  w h ich  h ad  b e e n  b es to w ed  on h im ; d e f ie d  
any man on e a r th  to  p ro d u c e  one s in g l e  a c t  o f  h i s  s in c e  h e  
h ad  b e e n  in  th e  g o v ern m en t, w h ich  w as n o t  done on th e  p u r e s t  
m o tiv e s ;  t h a t  h e  h ad  n e v e r  r e p e n te d  b u t  once h a v in g  s l ip p e d  
th e  moment o f  r e s ig n i n g  h i s  o f f i c e ,  and  t h a t  was e v e ry  moment 
s in c e ;  t h a t  b y  God h e  had  r a t h e r  b e  i n  h i s  g ra v e  th a n  i n  h i s  
p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n ;  t h a t  h e  h ad  r a t h e r  b e  on h i s  fa rm  th a n  be 
made Em peror o f  th e  W o rld ; and  y e t  t h a t  th e y  w ere  c h a rg in g  
h im  w ith  w a n tin g  to  b e  a  K in g . T h a t t h a t  r a s c a l  F re n e a u  
s e n t  h im  th r e e  o f  h i s  p a p e rs  e v e ry  d a y , a s  i f  h e  th o u g h t he 
w ould  become th e  d i s t r i b u t o r  o f  h i s  p a p e r s ;  t h a t  he  c o u ld  
s e e  i n  t h i s ,  n o th in g  b u t  an  im puden t d e s ig n  to  i n s u l t  h im ; 
h e  ended  i n  t h i s  h ig h  ton e.
J e f f e r s o n 's  d isa v o w a l o f  any  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  F re n e a u * s  p a p e r  
was c o r r e c t ,  i n  th e  te rm s  i n  w h ich  h e  p u t  i t  to  W ash in g to n : " t h a t  I
•^Schachner, o £ . c i t . , I ,  444 .
17I b i d . , I ,  4 9 2 .
■^Lipscomb and B ergh, I ,  382 .
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n e v e r  d id  by  m y s e l f ,  o r  any  o t h e r ,  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ,  w r i t e ,
d i c t a t e  o r  p r o c u r e  any  one s e n te n c e  o r  s e n t im e n t  to  b e  i n s e r t e d  i n
h i s ,  o r  any  o t h e r  g a z e t t e , t o  w h ich  my name was n o t  a f f i x e d  o r  t h a t  
19o f  my o f f i c e . "  J e f f e r s o n  was in d e e d  c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  w r i t e  f o r  n ew s­
p a p e r  p u b l i c a t i o n .  "A t a  v e ry  e a r l y  " p e r io d  i n  my l i f e  I  d e te rm in e d
20
n e v e r  to  p u t  a  s e n te n c e  i n t o  any n e w s p a p e r ,"  h e  s a i d ,  and he
im p lo re d  h i s  c o r r e s p o n d e n ts  to  g u a rd  h i s  l e t t e r s  l e s t  th e y  " s h o u ld
g e t  in t o  t h e  n e w s p a p e rs , a  b e a r - g a r d e n  s c e n e  in t o  w h ich  I  have m ade
21i t  a  p o in t  t o  e n t e r  on no p r o v o c a t io n ."  Y e t,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  h e  
w as in d e e d  in v o lv e d  w i th  F re n e a u 1s p a p e r ,  a t  l e a s t  a s  a  s t r o n g  s u p ­
p o r t e r ;  and  i t  i s  a l s o  c l e a r  t h a t ,  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s ,  he was 
l e s s  th a n  c a n d id  w i th  W ash in g to n  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  O nly  once d id  h e  
r e l a x  h i s  r u l e  a g a i n s t  w r i t i n g  f o r  n ew sp ap e r p u b l i c a t i o n - - a t  l e a s t ,  
u n d e r  h i s  own n am e--an d  t h a t  was i n  h i s  o ld  a g e ,  w hen h e  r e p l i e d  t o  
r a c c u s a t io n s  o f  im p ro p e r c o n d u c t w h i le  h e  w as P r e s i d e n t .
F r e n e a u 1s p a p e r  d i s c o n t in u e d  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  and  a  new p a p e r  
s u p p o r t in g  th e  R e p u b lic a n s  a p p e a re d  i n  B en jam in  F r a n k l i n  B a c h e 's  
A u ro ra . J e f f e r s o n  s u p p o r te d  i t  by  c a l l i n g  on h i s  f r i e n d s  to  s u b s c r i b e ,
f o r  i f  t h i s  p a p e r ,  and  o ne  b r i e f l y  p u b l i s h e d  by  M athew C arey , f a i l e d ,
22h e  s a i d ,  " R e p u b lic a n is m  w i l l  b e  e n t i r e l y  b ro w b e a te n ."  Bache w as 
i n d i c t e d  f o r  c r im in a l  l i b e l  j u s t  b e f o r e  th e  e n a c tm e n t o f  th e  S e d i t i o n
19I b i d . , V I I I ,  4 0 3 -4 .
20I b i d . , X, 5 8 .
21I b i d . , X, 173.
22I b i d . , X, 32 .
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23A ct i n  1798 , b u t  d ie d  b e f o r e  h i s  c a s e  came t o  t r i a l .
The S e d i t i o n  A c t was d e s ig n e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t o  s i l e n c e  th e
o p p o s i t i o n  p r e s s .  I t  p ro v id e d  t h a t  any  p e r s o n  c o n v ic te d  o f  w r i t i n g ,
p r i n t i n g  o r  u t t e r i n g  any  “ f a l s e ,  s c a n d a lo u s  an d  m a l ic io u s "  s ta t e m e n t
a g a i n s t  th e  g o v e rn m e n t, t h e  C o n g re s s ,  o r  th e  P r e s i d e n t  " w i th  i n t e n t
to  defam e . . . o r  b r in g  them  . . . i n t o  c o n te m p t o r  d i s r e p u t e "
s h o u ld  b e  im p riso n e d  f o r  a  p e r io d  o f  n o t  o v e r  two y e a r s  and f i n e d
24n o t  m ore th a n  two th o u s a n d  d o l l a r s .
J e f f e r s o n  had  p r e d i c t e d  t h e  e n a c tm e n t o f  su ch  a  b i l l  s e v e r a l  
m onths b e f o r e  i t s  p a s s a g e .  " T h e re  i s  now o n ly  w a n tin g  . . .  a  s e d i ­
t i o n  b i l l ,  w h ich  we s h a l l  c e r t a i n l y  so o n  s e e  p r o p o s e d ,"  h e  w ro te
M a d iso n . "The o b je c t  o f  t h a t ,  i s  th e  s u p p r e s s io n  o f  t h e  Whig 
25p r e s s e s . "  When th e  A l ie n  and  S e d i t i o n  A c ts  w e re  p a s s e d ,  h e  p r e p a r e d
h i s  K en tucky  R e s o lu t io n s  t o  s p e a k  o u t  a g a i n s t  th em , h o l d i n g . t h a t
th e s e  A c ts  w ere  " n o t  la w , b u t  . . . a l t o g e t h e r  v o id ,  and  o f  no  f o r c e "
26b e c a u s e  th e y  w ere  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  One o f  th o s e  i n d i c t e d  u n d e r  
th e  A c t was Jam es T . C a l l e n d e r .  J e f f e r s o n  h a d  known h im  f o r  some 
y e a r s ,  and  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  C a l l e n d e r 's  r e q u e s t s ,  h ad  s e n t  h im  money 
on s e v e r a l  o c c a s io n s  a f t e r  h i s  a r r e s t .  When J e f f e r s o n  becam e P r e s i ­
d e n t ,  C a l le n d e r  r e q u e s te d  t h a t  h e  b e  made p o s tm a s te r  a t  R ichm ond;
22M alo n e , J e f f e r s o n  and  th e  O rd e a l o f  L i b e r t y , p p . 3 8 4 , 39 2 ,
4 6 4 .
2^S ee D au e r, oj>. c i t . , A ppend ix  IV , p p . 3 4 3 -4 8 .
^ L ip s c o m b  and  B e rg h , X, 3 2 .
26I b i d . , XVII, 3 82 .
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h o w e v e r , J e f f e r s o n  c o n s id e r e d  h im  u n f i t  and  r e f u s e d  h i s  p e t i t i o n .
The F e d e r a l i s t s  saw e v i l  im p l i c a t i o n s  i n  J e f f e r s o n ’ s c o n t r i b u t i o n s
o f  money to  C a l l e n d e r ,  and  C a l le n d e r  h im s e l f  tu r n e d  v i o l e n t l y  a g a i n s t
J e f f e r s o n  and  c i r c u l a t e d  num erous v i c i o u s  s t o r i e s  a b o u t h im , in c lu d in g
27
th e  m is c e g e n a t io n  c h a r g e .
Upon h i s  a ssu m in g  o f f i c e ,  J e f f e r s o n  g ave  o r d e r s  f o r  th e
r e l e a s e  o f  e v e ry  p e r s o n  im p r is o n e d  u n d e r  th e  A l ie n  and  S e d i t i o n  la w s .
He i s  j u s t l y  h o n o re d  to d a y  as  th e  l e a d e r  o f  th e  c ru s a d e  a g a i n s t  t h i s
a t t e m p t  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  freed o m  o f  th e  p r e s s .
I n  h i s  m ore d is c o u r a g e d  moments J e f f e r s o n  m u st h a v e  w o n d ered
w h e th e r  h e  h ad  b e e n  r i g h t  i n  l e t t i n g  th e  S e d i t i o n  A ct d i e ,  f o r  a f t e r
h i s  e l e c t i o n  a  F e d e r a l i s t  f r e e  p r e s s  a t t a c k e d  him  w ith  m ore v i r u l e n c e
th a n  p e rh a p s  any  o th e r  A m erican  p r e s i d e n t  h a s  s u f f e r e d .  The v io l e n c e
o f  n ew sp ap e r a t t a c k s  d u r in g  t h i s  e r a  w as su c h  as  to  sh o c k  e v e n  th o s e
in u r e d  to  p o l i t i c a l  i n v e c t i v e .  And J e f f e r s o n  was th e  p r im e  t a r g e t
o f  th e  F e d e r a l i s t  p a p e r s .  "W ere I  to  u n d e r ta k e  to  an sw er a l l  th e
c a lu m n ie s  o f  th e  n e w s p a p e r s ,"  h e  s a i d ,  " i t  w ou ld  be m ore th a n  a l l  my
tim e  and  t h a t  o f  20 a id s  c o u ld  e f f e c t .  F o r w h i le  I  s h o u ld  answ er
28
o n e , tw e n ty  new o n e s  w ou ld  b e  i n v e n te d ."  He h ad  b e e n  a c c u s e d  o f  
a lm o s t  e v e ry  c o n c e iv a b le  f a u l t  and  sh o r tc o m in g  d u r in g  th e  cam p aig n  
o f  1800 , and  th e s e  a t t a c k s  c o n t in u e d  a f t e r  h i s  e l e c t i o n  to  th e  p r e s i ­
d e n c y . The a b u se s  h e a p e d  u p o n  h im  le d  h im  to  s a y : " I  h a v e  b e e n  f o r
some tim e  u se d  a s  t h e  p r o p e r ty  o f  th e  n e w s p a p e rs , a  f a i r  m ark  f o r
2 ^See M alone, J e f f e r s o n  and th e  O rdeal o f  L i b e r t y , pp. 4 6 6 -7 2 .
28Ford, V I I ,  275 .
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29e v e ry  m an’ s d i r t  . . . . "  B u t when h e  was o v e rw h e lm in g ly
r e - e l e c t e d  i n  1804 , h e  w ro te  t o  a  f r i e n d :
«•
The f i r m n e s s  w i th  w h ich  th e  p e o p le  h av e  w i th s to o d  th e  
l a t e  a b u s e s  o f  t h e  p r e s s , th e  d is c e rn m e n t  th e y  h av e  m a n i­
f e s t e d  b e tw e e n  t r u t h  and  f a l s e h o o d ,  show t h a t  th e y  may 
s a f e l y  b e  t r u s t e d  t o  h e a r  e v e r y th in g  t r u e  an d  f a l s e ,  and  
to  fo rm  a  c o r r e c t  ju d g m en t b e tw e e n  th em . 30
E v e n ts  h a d  l a r g e l y  b o rn e  o u t  t h e  s e n t im e n ts  J e f f e r s o n  e x p re s s e d
i n  h i s  f i r s t  in a u g u r a l  a d d r e s s :  " I f  t h e r e  b e  any  among u s  who w ou ld
w ish  t o  d i s s o l v e  th e  U n ion  o r  to  ch an g e  i t s  r e p u b l i c a n  f o r m , . l e t  them
s ta n d  u n d i s tu r b e d  a s  monum ents o f  th e  s a f e t y  w i th  w h ich  e r r o r  o f
31o p in io n  may b e  t o l e r a t e d  w h ere  r e a s o n  i s  l e f t  f r e e  to  com bat i t . "
J e f f e r s o n  h a d  lo n g  b e e n  c o m m itted  to  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  a c t i o n s  
f o r  l i b e l  a g a i n s t  th e  p r e s s  s h o u ld  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  p r i v a t e  c a s e s ,  and  
t h a t  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  s h o u ld  h a v e  no su c h  r e c o u r s e .  I n  1803 h e  w ro te  
to  a  F re n c h  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  t h a t  " i t  i s  so  d i f f i c u l t  to  draw  a  c l e a r  
l i n e  b e tw ee n  t h e  a b u se  and  th e  w holesom e u s e  o f  t h e  p r e s s ,  t h a t  as  
y e t  we h a v e  fo u n d  i t  b e t t e r  to  t r u s t  th e  p u b l i c  ju d g m e n t, r a t h e r  th a n
32
t h e  m a g i s t r a t e ,  w i th  th e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b e tw ee n  t r u t h  and  f a l s e h o o d ."
H ow ever, h e  so o n  h ad  c a u s e  to  r e c o n s i d e r .  The e x tre m e  " l i c e n ­
t i o u s n e s s "  an d  " ly in g "  o f  th e  F e d e r a l i s t  p a p e r s  b e g a n  to  a p p e a r  to  
h im  to  u n d erm in e  th e  c r e d i t  an d  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s s  i n  g e n e r a l .
He seem ed to  f e e l  t h a t  p e rh a p s  l i b e l  a g a i n s t  p u b l i c  and  p o l i t i c a l
^ L ip s c o m b  and  B e rg h , X, 1 -2 .
3QI b i d . . X I, 3 3 .
3 -*\Levy, oj>. c i t . , p .  27 0 .
^ L ip sco m b  and Bergh, X, 3 57 .
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f i g u r e s  s h o u ld  b e  a c t i o n a b l e ,  and  t h a t  a  few su c h  c a s e s  w o u ld  p ro v e
33a  w holesom e c o r r e c t i v e .  H ow ever, h e  e v i d e n t l y  n e v e r  d e c id e d  f u l l y  
t h a t  t h i s  s h o u ld  b e  th e  c a s e ,  an d  n e a r  th e  end  o f  h i s  s e c o n d  te rm  
h e  w r o te :
As to  m y s e l f ,  c o n s c io u s  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t  a  t r u t h  
o n  e a r t h  w h ic h  I  f e a r e d  s h o u ld  b e  know n, I  h a v e  l e n t  
m y s e l f  w i l l i n g l y  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  a  g r e a t  e x p e r im e n t ,  
w h ic h  w as t o  p ro v e  t h a t  an  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  c o n d u c t in g  
i t s e l f  w i th  i n t e g r i t y  and  common u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  c a n n o t 
b e  b a t t e r e d  down, evep. by th e  f a ls e h o o d s  o f  a  l i c e n t i o u s  
p r e s s ,  an d  s t i l l  l e s s  b y  th e  p r e s s ,  a s  r e s t r a i n e d  w i t h i n  
l e g a l  an d  w ho lesom e l i m i t s  o f  t r u t h .  T h is  e x p e r im e n t  w as 
w a n t in g  f o r  t h e  w o r ld  t o  d e m o n s t r a te  th e  f a l s e h o o d  o f  t h e  
p r e t e x t  t h a t  f re e d o m  ,o f th e  p r e s s  i n  in c o m p a t ib le  w i th  
o r d e r l y  g o v e rn m e n t. I  h a v e  n e v e r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  e v e n  c o n t r a ­
d i c t e d  t h e  th o u s a n d s  o f  c a lu m n ie s  so  i n d u s t r i o u s l y  p ro p a ­
g a te d  a g a i n s t  m y s e l f .  B u t th e  f a c t  b e in g  o n c e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
t h a t  t h e  p r e s s  i s  im p o te n t  w hen i t  aban d o n s i t s e l f  to  
f a l s e h o o d ,  I  l e a v e  t o  o t h e r s  t o  r e s t o r e  i t  t o  i t s  s t r e n g t h ,  
by  r e c a l l i n g  i t  w i t h i n  t h e  p a l e  o f  t r u t h .  W ith in  t h a t  i t  
i s  a  n o b le  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  e q u a l ly  t h e  f r i e n d  o f  s c ie n c e  and
c i v i l  l i b e r t y . 34
E ven  u n d e r  t h e  m o s t e x tre m e  v i t u p e r a t i o n  h e  d id  n o t  d i s c a r d
h i s  b e l i e f s  i n  t h e  fre e d o m  o f  th e  p r e s s .  He d id  w av e r s l i g h t l y ,  i t
i s  t r u e ,  and  h e  was o f t e n  d e e p ly  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  i n  t h e  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f
th e  p r e s s ,  a s  t h e  N o r v e l l  l e t t e r  m akes c l e a r .  E ven  l a t e r  i n  l i f e  h e
som etim es e x p r e s s e d j 'h i s  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t .  "Erom  f o r t y  y e a r s '
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  w re tc h e d  g u e ssw o rk  o f  n e w sp a p e rs  o f  w h a t i s  n o t
done i n  o p en  d a y l i g h t ,  an d  o f  t h e i r  f a l s e h o o d  e v e n  a s  to  t h a t ,  I
r a r e l y  t h i n k  them  w o r th  r e a d i n g ,  an d  a lm o s t  n e v e r  w o r th  n o t i c e , "  h e
3 3w ro te  M onroe i n  1 8 1 6 . I n  h i s  o ld  a g e  h e  g av e  u p  n e w sp a p e rs  e x c e p t
■^See L ev y , o £ . c i t . , p p . 3 0 0 -0 7 . 
■^Lipscom b and  B e rg h , X I , 1 5 5 . 
35I b i d . , XIV, 4 3 0 -3 1 .
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f o r  Thomas R i t c h i e 's  R ichm ond E n q u i r e r , and  h e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  r e a d  i n
i t  " c h i e f l y  t h e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s , f o r  th e y  c o n t a in  t h e  o n ly  t r u t h s  to
36b e  r e l i e d  on i n  a  n e w s p a p e r ,"  T ak en  a t  f a c e  v a l u e ,  t h i s  w o u ld  b e  
a  s u r p r i s i n g  s t a t e m e n t ,  f o r  i t  was J e f f e r s o n  who s u g g e s te d  t o  R i t c h i e  
t h a t  h e  becom e a  p u b l i s h e r ,  and  R i t c h i e  had  r e m a in e d  a  l o y a l  s u p p o r te r  
o f  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  R e p u b l ic a n is m . E a r l i e r  J e f f e r s o n  h ad  a s s i s t e d  
S am uel H. S m ith  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  N a t io n a l  I n t e l l i g e n c e r  a s  th e  
spokesm an  f o r  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d u r in g  h i s  te rm s  a s  P r e s i d e n t .  He 
h a d  g r e a t  r e s p e c t  f o r  b o th  S m ith  an d  R i t c h i e ,  a n d  d e s p i t e  h i s  p r o t e s ­
t a t i o n s  to  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  h e  r e a d  R i t c h i e 's  E n q u i r e r  to  t h e  e n d .
J e f f e r s o n  was a  s e n s i t i v e  m an, and  p e r h a p s  n e w sp a p e rs  a lw ay s  
re m in d e d  h im  o f  t h e  a t t a c k s  h e  s u f f e r e d  a t  t h e i r  h a n d s  d u r in g  h i s  
p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  "N ever d id  a  p r i s o n e r ,  r e l e a s e d  from  h i s  c h a i n s ,
f e e l  su c h  r e l i e f  a s  I  s h a l l  on s h a k in g  o f f  th e  s h a c k le s  o f  p o w e r ,"  h e
37
w r o te  j u s t  b e f o r e  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t .  And h a v in g  lo n g  s i n c e  r e tu r n e d
to  p r i v a t e  l i f e ,  th e  a g e d  Sage o f  M o n t ic e l lo  d e c l a r e d ,  " I  r e a d  b u t  a
s i n g l e  p a p e r ,  a n d  t h a t  h a s t i l y .  I  f i n d  H o race  a n d  T a c i tu s  so  much
b e t t e r  w r i t e r s  th a n  th e  cham pions o f  t h e  g a z e t t e s ,  t h a t  I  l a y  th o s e
38down t o  ta k e  up  th e s e  w i th  g r e a t  r e l u c t a n c e . "
From t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  h i s  c a r e e r  to  i t s  c l o s e ,  h o w e v e r , 
J e f f e r s o n  h e ld  re m a rk a b ly  s t e a d f a s t  t o  h i s  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  a  f r e e  
p r e s s  was a n  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  th e  d e m o c ra t ic  s y s t e m - - t h i s  i n  s p i t e
36I b i d . ,  XV, 179 .
37I b i d . , X I I ,  2 5 9 .
38I b i d . , XV, 4 3 5 .
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o f  h i s  som etim es b i t t e r  p r o t e s t s  a g a i n s t  n ew sp ap er a t t a c k s  and  h i s
som ew hat i n j u d i c i o u s  s e l e c t i o n  o f  j o u r n a l i s t s  s u c h  as C a l le n d e r  to
p ro m o te  h i s  c a u s e .  N ear th e  end  o f  h i s  l i f e  h e  w r o te ,  " t h e  p r e s s
. . . i s  . . . t h e  b e s t  in s t r u m e n t  f o r  e n l i g h t e n i n g  th e  m ind  o f  m an,
39an d  im p ro v in g  h im  a s  a  r a t i o n a l ,  m o ra l ,  and  s o c i a l  b e i n g ."
I n  a  d e m o c ra tic  r e p u b l i c  w h ere  an  in fo rm e d  e l e c t o r a t e  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ,  J e f f e r s o n  u n d e r s to o d  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  
co m m u n ica tio n  to  b e  a n  e s s e n t i a l  o n e . O p in io n  f o rm a t io n  i n  an  a tm o sp h e re  
o f  freed o m  and  r a t i o n a l i t y  by  m eans o f  a  f r e e  p r e s s — t h i s  to  h im  w as 
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  h a p p in e s s  o f  man i n  a  f r e e  n a t i o n .  H is  c o n f id e n c e  i n  
t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  v i c t o r y  o f  t r u t h  o v e r  f a ls e h o o d  l e d  h im  to  s u p p o r t  f r e e ­
dom o f  e x p r e s s io n  a s  th e  b e s t  m eans to  b o th  w holesom e p r o t e s t  and 
e v e n tu a l  c o n s e n s u s  i n  a  p l u r a l i s t i c  s o c i e t y .
S o c ia l  C o n f l i c t :  R e v o lu t io n  and  War
J e f f e r s o n ’ s s ta t e m e n t ,  " I  h o ld  i t ,  t h a t  a  l i t t l e  r e b e l l i o n ,  
now and th e n ,  i s  a  good t h i n g ,  and  a s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  th e  p o l i t i c a l  
w o r ld  a s  s to rm s  i n  th e  p h y s i c a l , " ^  h a s  b e e n  s e i z e d  upon  by  some to  
p i c t u r e  h im  a s  an  e x t r e m is t  who a d v o c a te d  r e b e l l i o n  o r  r e v o l u t i o n  
f o r  th e  s im p le  p u rp o s e  o f  k e e p in g  th e  p e o p le  p o l i t i c a l l y  awake to  
t h e i r  r i g h t s  and  p r i v i l e g e s .  B ut i t  w ou ld  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s u p p o r t  
t h i s  v iew  i n  th e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  f r e q u e n t  r e f e r e n c e s  to  g r a n t i n g  th e
39I b i d . , XV, 4 8 9 .
40 Boyd, X I ,  93 .
287
41
p e o p le  t h e i r  r i g h t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  a v o id  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  r e v o l u t i o n .
H is  comment on th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  " a  l i t t l e  r e b e l l i o n ,  now and th e n "  
w as made i n  r e f e r e n c e  to  S h a y s 's  R e b e l l i o n  o f  1 7 8 6 -1 7 8 7 . W ash in g to n  
and  M ad ison  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  u p r i s i n g  w as d e s ig n e d  to  s e c u r e  an  
a b o l i t i o n  o f  d e b t s ,  p u b l i c  and  p r i v a t e ,  and  to  e f f e c t  a  new d i s t r i ­
b u t i o n  o f  p r o p e r ty .  When J e f f e r s o n  h e a r d  from  J o h n  Adams t h a t  th e  
i n s u r r e c t i o n  was i n  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  new and  h eav y  t a x a t i o n  on s m a l l  
f a r m e r s ,  h e  im m e d ia te ly  c a l l e d  f o r  r e l i e f  from  su c h  b u r d e n s .  A f t e r
a l l ,  i t  w as th e  g ro u p  o f  in d e p e n d e n t f a rm e rs  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  saw a s
42th e  h o p e  o f  d em o cracy .
I n  r e g a r d  t o  t h i s  same u p r i s i n g ,  h e  w ro te  A b ig a i l  Adams o f  
h i s  hope t h a t  th e  m a lc o n te n ts  w ou ld  be  p a rd o n e d .
The s p i r i t  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  g o vernm en t i s  so  v a l u a b le  on 
c e r t a i n  o c c a s io n s ,  t h a t  I  w is h  i t  t o  b e  a lw ay s k e p t  a l i v e .
I t  w i l l  o f t e n  b e  e x e r c i s e d  when w ro n g , b u t  b e t t e r  so  th a n  
n o t  t o  b e  e x e r c i s e d  a t  a l l .  I  l i k e  a  l i t t l e  r e b e l l i o n  now 
and  th e n .  I t  i s  l i k e  a  s to rm  i n  th e  a tm o s p h e re .43
J e f f e r s o n ,  th e  s u p e rb  l i t e r a r y  s t y l i s t ,  seem s u n a b le  to  h av e  r e s i s t e d  
th e  te m p ta t io n  to  e x p r e s s  h im s e l f  i n  e p ig ra m  o r  h y p e r b o le ,  p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y  w hen c o r r e s p o n d in g  w i th  o ld  f r i e n d s .  Many o f  t h e  s ta t e m e n ts  in
4 -*-A c a s e  i n  p o i n t  i s  h i s  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  f r e e  p r e s s  a s  f o l ­
lo w s: " T h is  f o rm id a b le  c e n s o r  o f  p u b l i c  f u n c t i o n a r i e s ,  by a r r a i g n i n g
them  a t  th e  t r i b u n a l  o f  p u b l i c  o p in io n ,  p ro d u c e s  r e fo rm  p e a c e a b ly ,  
w h ich  m u s t o th e r w is e  b e  done b y  r e v o l u t i o n . "  L ipscom b and  B e rg h , XV, 
4 8 9 . A n o th e r  exam ple  may b e  q u o te d  from  h i s  f i r s t  I n a u g u r a l  A d d re s s ,  
i n  w h ich  h e  c a l l e d  f o r  " a  j e a lo u s  c a r e  o f  th e  r i g h t  o f  e l e c t i o n  by 
th e  p e o p l e - - a  m ild  an d  s a f e  c o r r e c t i v e  o f  a b u se s  w h ich  a r e  lo p p e d  by 
th e  sw ord o f  r e v o l u t i o n  w h ere  p e a c e a b le  re m e d ie s  a r e  u n p r o v id e d ."  
I b i d . ,  I l l ,  32 1 .
42
M alone, J e f f e r s o n  and th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man, pp. 1 5 6 -5 7 .
43Ford , W r i t i n g s , IV, 370 .
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h i s  l e t t e r s  ca n  b e  e x p la in e d  o n ly  on t h i s  b a s i s .  T h is  i s  s u r e ly  n o t  
a n  uncommon f a i l i n g  among good w r i t e r s .  J e f f e r s o n  o b v io u s ly  d id  n o t  
l i k e  r e b e l l i o n ,  a l th o u g h  h e  c l e a r l y  p r e f e r r e d  i t  t o  o p p r e s s io n .
D u rin g  th e  p e r io d  o f  S h a y s 's  R e b e l l i o n  he  was i n  F r a n c e ,  and  w h a t h e  
h ad  s e e n  a b ro a d  no d o u b t h a rd e n e d  h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  to  o p p r e s s io n  i n  any  
fo rm . F u r th e rm o re ,  rem oved fro m  th e  A m erican  s c e n e  as  h e 'w a s ,  h e  
m ig h t w e l l  h av e  u n d e r s to o d  im p e r f e c t ly  w h a t w as h a p p e n in g  a t  hom e.
The s ta t e m e n ts  h e  made on th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  r e b e l l i o n s  and  
r e v o l u t i o n s  came a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  from  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  th e  S h a y s 's  
i n s u r r e c t i o n .  I n  a n o th e r  l e t t e r ,  h e  s a id  o f  i t :  "C an h i s t o r y  p r o ­
d u ce  a n  in s t a n c e  o f  r e b e l l i o n  so  h o n o ra b ly  c o n d u c te d ?  I  s a y  n o th in g  
o f  i t s  m o t iv e s .  They w ere  fo u n d ed  i n  ig n o r a n c e ,  n o t  w ic k e d n e ss  . . . . 
God f o r b i d  t h a t  we s h o u ld  e v e r  b e  tw e n ty  y e a r s  w i th o u t  su c h  a  r e b e l ­
l i o n , "  f o r  i f  t h e  p e o p le  re m a in  q u ie s c e n t  u n d e r  o p p r e s s io n s ,
. . .  i t  i s  . . .  a  f o r e r u n n e r  o f  d e a th  t o  th e  p u b l i c  
l i b e r t y  . . . .  And w h a t c o u n t ry  ca n  p r e s e r v e  i t s  l i b e r t i e s ,  
i f  i t s  r u l e r s  a r e  n o t  w a rn ed  from  tim e  to  t im e ,  t h a t  t h i s  
p e o p le  p r e s e r v e  th e  s p i r i t  o f  r e s i s t a n c e ?  L e t  them  ta k e  
arm s . . . .  W hat s i g n i f y  a  few  l i v e s  l o s t  i n  a  c e n tu r y  o r  
tw o? The t r e e  o f  l i b e r t y  m u s t b e  r e f r e s h e d  from  tim e  to  
t im e ,  w i th  th e  b lo o d  o f  p a t r i o t s  and  t y r a n t s .  I t  i s  i t s  
n a t u r a l  m anure . . . . 44
T hese  w ords  a p p e a r  e x tre m e  in d e e d ,  b u t  J e f f e r s o n 's  p u rp o se  
h e r e  w as to  e n c o u ra g e  th e  o f f i c i a l s  i n  q u e s t i o n  n o t  t o  p u n is h  th e  
i n s u r r e c t i o n i s t s  to o  s e v e r e l y .  I n  E u ro p e  h e  h a d  l e a r n e d  o f  h a r s h  
r e p r e s s i o n s  i n  H o lla n d ,  and  h e  h ad  becom e s t r o n g l y  a ro u s e d  by w h a t 
h e  to o k  to  b e  t h e  t r e n d  away fro m  p o p u la r  l i b e r t i e s  to w a rd  d e s p o tis m
44Boyd, X I I ,  356 .
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45i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  I n  a  l e t t e r  t o  M ad iso n  a t  t h e  same tim e  h e  
c l e a r l y  r e v e a l s  h i s  t h i n k in g .
The l a t e  r e b e l l i o n  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t ts  h a s  g iv e n  m ore 
a la rm  th a n  I  th in k  i t  s h o u ld  h a v e  d o n e . C a lc u la t e  t h a t  
one r e b e l l i o n  i n  t h i r t e e n  S t a t e s  i n  th e  c o u r s e  o f  e le v e n  
y e a r s ,  i s  b u t  one f o r  e a c h  S t a t e  in  a  c e n tu r y  and  a  h a l f .
No c o u n t ry  s h o u ld  b e  so  lo n g  w i th o u t  o n e . Nor w i l l  any
d e g re e  o f  pow er i n  t h e  h an d s  o f  g o v e rn m e n t, p r e v e n t  i n s u r ­
r e c t i o n s  . . . .  And s a y ,  f i n a l l y ,  w h e th e r  p e a c e  i s  b e s t  
p r e s e r v e d  by  g iv in g  e n e rg y  t o  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t, o r  i n f o r ­
m a tio n  t o  th e  p e o p le .  T h is  l a s t  i s  th e  m o st c e r t a i n ,  and 
th e  m o st l e g i t i m a t e  e n g in e  o f  g o v e rn m e n t. E d u c a te  and  
in fo rm  th e  m ass o f  t h e  p e o p le .  E n ab le  them  to  s e e  t h a t  i t  
i s  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  to  p r e s e r v e  p e a c e  an d  o r d e r ,  an d  th e y  
w i l l  p r e s e r v e  them  . . . .  They a r e  th e  o n ly  s u r e  r e l i a n c e  
f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  o u r  l i b e r t y . 4 ^
T h is  p o s i t i o n  i s  i n  k e e p in g  w ith  h i s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  j u s t i f i c a ­
t i o n  o f  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  D e c la r a t i o n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e , i n  w h ich  h e  
d e c l a r e d  t h a t  "w h en ev er any  fo rm  o f  gov ern m en t becom es d e s t r u c t i v e
o f ” th e  r i g h t s  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  i t  i s  t h e i r  p r i v i l e g e  " t o  a l t e r  o r  to
a b o l i s h  i t , "  in d e e d ,  " i t  i s  t h e i r  d u ty ,  to  th ro w  o f f  su ch  g o v e rn ­
m e n ts ."  P ru d e n c e , o f  c o u r s e ,  " w i l l  d i c t a t e  t h a t  g o v ern m en ts  lo n g  
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  ch an g e d  f o r  l i g h t  and t r a n s i e n t  c a u s e s ;  and 
a c c o r d in g ly ,  a l l  e x p e r ie n c e  h a th  show n, t h a t  m ankind  a r e  more d is p o s e d  
to  s u f f e r ,  w h i le  e v i l s  a r e  s u f f e r a b l e ,  th a n  to  r i g h t  th e m s e lv e s "  by 
m eans o f  r e v o l u t i o n .  B u t,  J e f f e r s o n  c l e a r l y  th o u g h t ,  r e b e l l i o n  and 
r e v o l u t i o n  a r e  p r e f e r a b l e  to  d e s p o tis m  and  o p p r e s s io n ,  ev en  a t  t h e  
c o s t  o f  hum an l i v e s .  P e a c e  w i th  l i b e r t y  w a s , o f  c o u r s e ,  m ost to  be  
d e s i r e d — and  e d u c a t in g  th e  p e o p le  th e  b e s t  m eans o f  e q u ip p in g  them  to
4 ^Malone, J e f f e r s o n  and th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man, pp. 1 5 6 -6 0 ,  165-
6 6 .
46Boyd, X I I ,  4 4 2 .
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m a in ta in  t h e i r  r i g h t s  b y  p e a c e f u l  m eans. R e v o lu t io n s  and. r e b e l l i o n s
may in d e e d  h av e  a  s a l u t a r y  e f f e c t  upon g o v e rn m e n ts— s in c e  a l l  a r e
p ro n e  to  becom e t y r a n n i c a l - “b u t  v io l e n c e  was t o  b e  em ployed  o n ly
when p e a c e f u l  means h a d  f a i l e d  t o  s e c u r e  o r  p r o t e c t  t h e  r i g h t s  o f
th e  p e o p le .  T h is  was J e f f e r s o n 's  v ie w .
As m i n i s t e r  t o  F r a n c e ,  J e f f e r s o n  o b s e rv e d  th e  r e v o l u t i o n  t h e r e
d u r in g  i t s  e a r l y  s t a g e s  when i t  was p r i n c i p a l l y  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  i n
n a t u r e .  L a t e r ,  h e  s a i d ,  " I  h ad  l e f t  F ra n c e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  i t s
r e v o l u t i o n  i n  th e  f e r v o r  o f  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  and  z e a l  f o r  r e f o r m a t io n .
My c o n s c ie n t io u s  d e v o t io n  to  t h e s e  r i g h t s  c o u ld  n o t  b e  h e ig h te n e d ,
b u t  i t  h a d  b e e n  a r o u s e d  and  e x c i t e d  by  d a i l y  e x e r c i s e . "  As M alone
s a y s ,  " h i s  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  th e  F re n c h  R e v o lu t io n  i n  i t s  s u c c e s s iv e
p h a s e s  r e f l e c t e d  to  a  n o ta b le  d e g re e  th e  d u a l i t y  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  
48n a t u r e . "  As an  e x p e r ie n c e d  s ta te s m a n  who saw th e  p r a c t i c a l  d a n g e r  
o f  p u s h in g  to o  h a rd  and  to o  f a s t  f o r  a b s t r a c t  p r i n c i p l e s  w h ere  c i r ­
c u m sta n c e s  w ere  u n f a v o r a b le ,  h e  o f t e n  a d v o c a te d  c a u t io n ;  f u r th e r m o r e ,  
h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  F re n c h  p e o p le  w ere  n o t  y e t  r e a d y  f o r  l i b e r t y
and s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .  And when v io l e n c e  b ro k e  o u t ,  h e  r e a c t e d  w i th
49p e r s o n a l  d i s t a s t e ,  a s  h i s  l e t t e r s  show . A p p a r e n t ly ,  th e  c l o s e r  
h e  w as t o  b lo o d s h e d ,  th e  l e s s  h e  l i k e d  i t .
As th e  e x c e s s e s  in c r e a s e d ,  h e  becam e a p p r e h e n s iv e ;  y e t  a t  
hom e, a s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  h e  c o n t in u e d  h i s  s u p p o r t  o f  th e
^ F o r d ,  W r i t i n g s , I ,  15 9 .
^ J e f f e r s o n  an d  th e  O rd e a l o f  L i b e r t y , p .  3 9 .
^ S e e  M alo n e , J e f f e r s o n  and  th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man, c h a p . X I I .
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r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m ovem ent. He h a d  b een  a c t i v e  in  o u t l i n i n g  i t s  o b je c ­
t i v e s  , h a v in g  c o n s u l t e d  w i th  C o n d o rc e t an d  L a f a y e t t e  and  h a v in g  made 
s u g g e s t io n s  on th e  l a t t e r 1s d r a f t  o f  t h e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  R ig h t s .  H is 
own D e c la r a t i o n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e  and N o te s  on  th e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a  
h ad  s t r o n g l y  i n f lu e n c e d  th e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r s  i n  F ra n c e ,  and  
s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  l e a v in g  F r a n c e ,  h e  was i n v i t e d  t o  a s s i s t  i n  th e  d e l i b e r ­
a t i o n s  o f  th e  c o m m itte e  a p p o in te d  by t h e  N a t io n a l  A ssem bly  to  d r a f t  
a  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  an  h o n o r  h i s  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  l e d  h im  t o  d e c l i n e .
B ut a l l  a lo n g  h e  h a d  c a u t io n e d  a g a i n s t  h a s t e  and  e x tre m ism , and  h ad
a d v o c a te d  th e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m onarchy  a s  th e  m ost
d e s i r a b l e  ty p e  o f  g o v ern m en t f o r  th e  F ra n c e  h e  knew so  w e l l . " ^
He c o u ld  n o t  t u r n  h i s  b a c k  on F ra n c e ;  n o r  c o u ld  h e  a p p ro v e  
th e  g ro w in g  e x c e s s e s  w h ich  becam e a  s o u r c e  o f  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  to  
h im  a s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .  The p r i n c i p l e s  f o r  w h ich  th e  R e v o lu t io n  
was f o u g h t  le d  h im  to  s a y :
I n  th e  s t r u g g l e  w h ich  was n e c e s s a r y ,  many g u i l t y  
p e r s o n s  f e l l  w i th o u t  th e  fo rm s o f  t r i a l ,  an d  w i th  them  
some in n o c e n t .  T h ese  I  d e p lo re  a s  much a s  any  b o d y , & 
s h a l l  d e p lo re  some o f  them  to  th e  d ay  o f  my d e a th .  B ut
I  d e p lo r e  them  a s  I  s h o u ld  h av e  done h ad  th e y  f a l l e n  i n
b a t t l e  . . . .  The l i b e r t y  o f  th e  w h o le  e a r t h  was d ep en d ­
in g  on th e  i s s u e  o f  th e  c o n t e s t ,  and  was e v e r  su ch  a  p r i z e  
won w i th  so  l i t t l e  in n o c e n t  b lo o d ?  My own a f f e c t i o n s  h av e  
b e e n  d e e p ly  w ounded by some o f  th e  m a r ty r s  t o  t h i s  c a u s e ,  
b u t  r a t h e r  th a n  i t  s h o u ld  h av e  f a i l e d ,  I  w o u ld  h a v e  s e e n  
h a l f  th e  e a r t h  d e s o l a t e d .  Were t h e r e  b u t  a n  Adam & an  
Eve l e f t  i n  e v e r y  c o u n t r y ,  & l e f t  f r e e ,  i t  w ou ld  b e  b e t t e r  
th a n  a s  i t  now i s . ^ l
■^Ford, W r i t i n g s , I ,  141.
5 1 I b i d . , V I ,  154.
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H ere  a g a in  J e f f e r s o n  was no d o u b t s p e a k in g  in  h y p e r b o l e - - i n  
th e  m ost e x tre m e  h y p e rb o le  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  i n  f a c t .  Such a  p o s i t i o n  
c o u ld  h a r d l y  b e  j u s t i f i e d  h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  o r  m o r a l ly ,  
and  h i s  own d i s c i p l i n e d  l i f e  shows c l e a r l y  t h a t  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  h e  
was s p e a k in g  i n  th e  e x tre m e s  w h ich  w ere  n o t  u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  h im --  
e x tre m e s  w h ich  n e v e r  fo u n d  t h e i r  way i n t o  h i s  p u b l i c  d o c u m e n ts . T h a t 
h i s  p r i v a t e  w ords h a v e  b e e n  so  w id e ly  q u o te d  to  a  l a t e r  p u b l i c  w o u ld , 
no d o u b t ,  h a v e  b e e n  a  g r e a t  s u r p r i s e  to  h im ; an d  h ad  h e  p o s s e s s e d  
th e  f o r e s i g h t ,  h e  m ig h t w e l l  h av e  r e s t r i c t e d  h i s  f l i g h t s  o f  r h e t o r i c a l  
fa n c y  ev e n  i n  h i s  p r i v a t e  l e t t e r s .  B e fo re  L a f a y e t t e  h a d  l e f t  th e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement J e f f e r s o n  h ad  w r i t t e n  h im , "we a r e  n o t  to
52e x p e c t  to  b e  t r a n s l a t e d  fro m  d e s p o tis m  to  l i b e r t y  on a  f e a t h e r - b e d . "
He r e a l i z e d  t h a t  freed o m  m ust b e  p u rc h a s e d  w i th  th e  b lo o d  o f  m a r ty r s ;  
h o w e v e r , h e  was n o t  th e  w i ld - e y e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w h ich  some o f  h i s  
l e t t e r s  h a v e  c a u s e d  h im  to  a p p e a r  t o  b e .  He u n d e r s to o d  t h a t  th e  
g r e a t  d i s r u p t i o n s  accom pany ing  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  r a p i d  and  e x tre m e  
s o c i a l  c h an g e  w e re  t o  b e  e x p e c te d ;  an d  i f  th e y  le d  to  l i b e r t y  f o r  
th e  p e o p le ,  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e y  w e re  o f t e n  w o r th  th e  s a c r i f i c e s  
in v o lv e d .
H ow ever, h e  d e p lo re d  th e  b lo o d y  e x c e s s e s  o f  th e  F re n c h  R evo­
l u t i o n  an d  th e  o p p r e s s io n s  o f  th e  T h e rm id o re a n  R e a c t io n .  He r e g r e t t e d
5 3t h e  e x e c u t io n  o f  th e  k in g ,  and  h e  f e l t  d eep  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  i n  th e
a
outcom e o f  t h i s  c a ty c ly s m ic  s t r u g g l e ,  f o r  h e  h a d  b e e n  c o n v in c e d  t h a t
52Boyd, XVI, 2 9 3 .
- ^ F o r d ,  W r i t i n g s , I ,  141.
293
ev e n  th e  c o n t in u e d  e x i s t e n c e  o f  dem ocracy  i n  A m erica  d ep en d ed  upon
54
th e  s u c c e s s  o f  th e  F re n c h  R e v o lu t io n .  H is  w o r ld -w id e  v iew  o f  p o l i ­
t i c s  l e d  h im  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  r e p u b l i c a n i s m  e v e ry w h e re - -e v e n  i n  t h e  
U n ite d  S ta t e s - - w o u ld  s u f f e r  a t t a c k s  fro m  a b ro a d  i f  th e  F re n c h  s t r u g g l e  
f a i l e d .  J e f f e r s o n  r e t a i n e d  h i s  a l l e g i a n c e  to  F ra n c e  a s  lo n g  a s  h e  
c o u ld ,  b u t  w hen w ar e r u p te d  b e tw e e n  E n g lan d  and  F r a n c e ,  h e  sp o k e  o u t
f o r  n e u t r a l i t y .  "We w is h  n o t  t o  m edd le  w i th  th e  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  o f
55any  c o u n t r y ,  n o r  w i th  t h e  g e n e r a l  a f f a i r s  o f  E u ro p e ,"  h e  w r o te .  A nd, 
o f  c o u r s e ,  a s  P r e s i d e n t  h e  w en t t o  e x tre m e  le n g th s  i n  h i s  Em bargo A c t 
to  a v o id  in v o lv e m e n t i n  th e  w ar b e tw ee n  F ra n c e  and  E n g la n d . The 
F re n c h  R e v o lu t io n  h a d  f a i l e d ,  and  i t  was no  d o u b t a  s o b e re d  J e f f e r s o n  
who em erged  a s  th e  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r  so o n  to  assum e th e  h e lm  o f  g o v e rn ­
m e n t ." ^  N ev er a g a in  d id  h e  e x p re s s  h im s e l f  i n  su c h  e x tre m e  te rm s  
a s  th o s e  h e  h a d  u s e d  r e g a r d in g  r e b e l l i o n s  an d  r e v o l u t i o n s  a t  t h e  tim e  
o f  t h e  S h a y s 's  i n s u r r e c t i o n  and  th e  F re n c h  R e v o lu t io n .  A g a in , h e  
was th e  p r a c t i c a l  i d e a l i s t ,  and  i f  h e  n e v e r  l o s t  h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  to  
l i b e r t y - - a s ,  in d e e d ,  h e  d id  n o t - - h i s  e a r l y  e n th u s ia s m  was te m p ered  
by  t h e  p r a c t i c a l i t i e s  o f  a d m in i s t e r in g  a  g o v e rn m e n t.
J e f f e r s o n ’ s o p tim ism  le d  h im  i n  e a r l y  l i f e  to  r e g a r d  w a r f a r e
57a s  m ore c i v i l i z e d  th a n  i t  tu r n e d  o u t  t o  b e ,  M alone h a s  o b s e rv e d .
■^Leo G e rsh o y , The E ra  o f  t h e  F re n c h  R e v o lu t io n , 1789-1799  
( P r in c e t o n ,  N. J . :  D. Van N o s tra n d  Company, I n c . ,  1 9 5 7 ) , p p . 7 7 -7 8 .
5 5 Lipscom b an d  B e rg h , IX , 5 6 .
^ ^S ee  M alo n e , J e f f e r s o n  and  th e  O rd e a l o f  L i b e r t y , c h a p .
I l l - I V .
57J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n , p .  291 .
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He o v e re m p h a s iz e d  th e  r e a s o n a b le n e s s  o f  m en. E a r ly  i n  th e  A m erican
R e v o lu t io n  h e  w ro te :  " I t  i s  t h e  h a p p in e s s  o f  m odern t im e s  t h a t  th e
/  >?- 
e v i l s  o f  n e c e s s a r y  w ar a r e  s o f te n e d  by th e  r e f in e m e n t  o f  m anners  &
s»
s e n t im e n ts  and  t h a t  a n  enemy i s  a n  o b j e c t  o f  v e n g e a n c e , i n  a rm s , &
58
i n  th e  f i e l d  o n ly ."  B u t t h e  a c t u a l i t i e s  o f  w a r f a r e  p ro v e d  som ew hat
d i f f e r e n t ,  a s  h e  h ad  o c c a s io n  to  e x p e r ie n c e  as  g o v e rn o r  o f  V i r g i n i a .
E ven th e  E n g l is h  g e n tle m a n  C o rn w a ll is  h ad  l a i d  w a s te  to  h i s  f i e l d s ,
c r o p s ,  and  s to c k ;  h e  h a d  a l s o  c a r r i e d  o f f  a  number o f  h i s  s l a v e s  to
d i e  o f  sm a llp o x .
I n  t h e  N o tes  on V i r g i n i a  h e  d e c l a r e d ,  "N ever was so  much f a l s e
a r i t h m e t i c  em ployed  on  any  s u b j e c t ,  as t h a t  w h ich  h a s  b e e n  em ployed
to  p e r s u a d e  n a t io n s  t h a t  i t  i s  i n  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  t o  go to  w a r ."  To
a v o id  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  becom ing e m b ro i le d  i n  w ars  h e  s u g g e s te d  t h a t
59
" i t  m ig h t b e  b e t t e r  f o r  u s  to  abandon  th e  o cea n  a l t o g e t h e r "  — so m eth in g
h e  t r i e d  t o  e f f e c t  w i th  h i s  d i s a s t r o u s  Embargo A c t .  D u rin g  th e  War
o f  1812 h e  d e c r i e d  " t h e  a c t s  o f  b a r b a r i s m  w h ich  do n o t  b e lo n g  to  a  
60
c i v i l i z e d  a g e ,11 and  i t  c a n  c e r t a i n l y  b e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  a lw ays p r e -  ° 
f e r r e d  t h e  ways o f  p e a c e ,  w h ere  p e a c e  was p o s s i b l e .  I t  c a n  a l s o  b e  
s a i d  t h a t  h i s  p r im a ry  d e d i c a t i o n  was t o  freed o m  and  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s ,  
and  i f  h e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  becam e d is c o u r a g e d ,  h e  w as s t i l l  b a s i c a l l y  an  
o p t i m i s t  who b e l i e v e d  t h a t  m ankind  m ig h t p r o g r e s s  to w a rd  a  b e t t e r  way 
o f  l i f e  f o r  a l l .
* ^ F o rd , W r i t i n g s ,  I ,  1 41 , 4 9 4 . 
■^Lipscom b and  B e rg h , I I ,  2 4 0 -4 1 . 
60I b i d . , XIV, 190 .
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S o c ia l  C hange: I n n o v a t io n  and P ro g re s s
J e f f e r s o n ,  on th e  s u b je c t  o f  in v e n t io n ,  s a i d :
He who r e c e i v e s  an  id e a  from  me, r e c e iv e s  i n s t r u c t i o n  h im s e l f  
w i th o u t  l e s s e n i n g  m in e ; a s  he  who l i g h t s  h i s  t a p e r  a t  m ine 
r e c e i v e s  l i g h t  w i th o u t  d a rk e n in g  me. T h a t id e a s  s h o u ld  f re e ly -  
s p r e a d  from  one a n o th e r  o v e r  th e  g lo b e ,  f o r  th e  m o ra l and 
m u tu a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  m an, and  im provem ent o f  h i s  c o n d i t i o n ,  
seem s to  h a v e  b e e n  p e c u l i a r l y  and  b e n e v o le n t ly  d e s ig n e d  by 
n a t u r e  . . . .6 1
He was a  man o f  id e a s  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  a c t i o n ;  h e  w as a n  in n o v a to r  who
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o g r e s s  and  h a p p in e s s  o f  m ankind  depend  on b o th
s o c i a l  and  m e c h a n ic a l in v e n t io n s  s p re a d  f r e e l y  a b ro a d  f o r  th e  u s e  o f
a l l .  He em p h asized  th e  u s e f u l  and  p r a c t i c a l  i n  m e c h a n ic a l an d  s o c i a l
i n v e n t i o n s — in d e e d ,  h e  made u t i l i t y  t h e  c r i t e r i o n  i n  m o r a l i t y  a s  w e l l
a s  i n  m e c h a n ic s .
J e f f e r s o n  h ad  a  c l e a r  id e a  o f  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  in n o v a t io n .  To
a s k  who commenced th e  R e v o lu t io n ,  h e  s a i d ,  was l i k e  a s k in g  who in v e n te d
th e  s te a m b o a t .  "T he f a c t  i s ,  t h a t  one new id e a  le a d s  t o  a n o t h e r ,  t h a t
to  a  t h i r d ,  and  so  on  th ro u g h  a  c o u r s e  o f  tim e  u n t i l  some o n e , w i th
whom no one o f  th e s e  id e a s  w as o r i g i n a l ,  com bines a l l  t o g e t h e r ,  and
63p ro d u c e s  w h at i s  j u s t l y  c a l l e d  a new in v e n t i o n . "  He t h e r e f o r e  
c o r r e c t l y  u n d e r s to o d  in v e n t io n  and in n o v a t io n  as  a  r e - c o m b in a t io n  o f  
e x i s t i n g  c u l t u r e  t r a i t s ,  j u s t  as  h e  c l e a r l y  d e s i r e d  t h a t  a l l  b e n e f i c i a l  
in n o v a t io n s  b e  d is s e m in a te d  w id e ly  by th e  p ro c e s s  o f  c u l t u r a l  d i f f u s i o n .  
I t  i s  t h e  man who p ro d u c e s  a  new a rra n g e m e n t o f  id e a s  and  m a t e r i a l s
61I b i d . ,  X I I I ,  334 . 
62I b i d . , XIV, 143 . 
63I b i d . , XV, 163.
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S o c ia l  Changes I n n o v a t io n  and  P ro g re s s
J e f f e r s o n ,  on th e  s u b j e c t  o f  i n v e n t io n ,  s a i d :
He who r e c e i v e s  an  id e a  fro m  me, r e c e i v e s  i n s t r u c t i o n  h im s e l f  
w i th o u t  l e s s e n i n g  m in e ; a s  h e  who l i g h t s  h i s  t a p e r  a t  m ine 
r e c e i v e s  l i g h t  w i th o u t  d a rk e n in g  me. T h a t id e a s  s h o u ld  f r e e l y  
s p re a d  fro m  one a n o th e r  o v e r  th e  g lo b e ,  f o r  th e  m o ra l and 
m u tu a l i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  man, an d  im provem ent o f  h i s  c o n d i t i o n ,  
seem s t o  h a v e  b e e n  p e c u l i a r l y  and  b e n e v o le n t ly  d e s ig n e d  by 
n a t u r e  . . . .6 1
He was a  man o f  id e a s  a s  w e l l  as  o f  a c t i o n ;  h e  was an  in n o v a to r  who 
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o g r e s s  and  h a p p in e s s  o f  m ankind  dep en d  on b o th  
s o c i a l  and  m e c h a n ic a l i n v e n t io n s  s p r e a d  f r e e l y  a b ro a d  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  
a l l .  He e m p h a siz e d  th e  u s e f u l  and  p r a c t i c a l  i n  m e c h a n ic a l  and  s o c i a l
i
i n v e n t i o n s - - i n d e e d ,  h e  made u t i l i t y  th e  c r i t e r i o n  i n  m o r a l i t y  a s  w e l l
a s  i n  m e c h a n ic s .
J e f f e r s o n  h ad  a c l e a r  id e a  o f  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  in n o v a t io n .  To
a s k  who commenced t h e  R e v o lu t io n ,  h e  s a i d ,  was l i k e  a s k in g  who in v e n te d
th e  s te a m b o a t .  "T he f a c t  i s ,  t h a t  one new id e a  le a d s  t o  a n o t h e r ,  t h a t
to  a  t h i r d ,  and  so  on th ro u g h  a  c o u r s e  o f  tim e  u n t i l  some o n e , w i th
whom no on e  o f  t h e s e  id e a s  w as o r i g i n a l ,  com bines a l l  t o g e t h e r ,  and
63p ro d u c e s  w h a t i s  j u s t l y  c a l l e d  a  new in v e n t i o n . "  He t h e r e f o r e  
c o r r e c t l y  u n d e r s to o d  in v e n t io n  and  in n o v a t io n  as  a  r e - c o m b in a t io n  o f  
e x i s t i n g  c u l t u r e  t r a i t s ,  j u s t  a s  h e  c l e a r l y  d e s i r e d  t h a t  a l l  b e n e f i c i a l  
in n o v a t io n s  b e  d is s e m in a te d  w id e ly  by  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  c u l t u r a l  d i f f u s i o n .  
I t  i s  t h e  man who p ro d u c e s  a  new a rra n g e m e n t o f  id e a s  and  m a t e r i a l s
61I b i d . , X I I I ,  3 3 4 . 
62 I b i d . , XIV, 143 . 
63I b i d . , XV, 163 .
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t h a t  i s  th e  t r u e  in v e n to r .  He i s  a l s o  th e  b e n e f a c to r  o f  m an k in d .
As a  man o f  th e  E n l ig h te n m e n t ,  J e f f e r s o n  was co m m itted  to
t h a t  v iew  o f  p r o g r e s s  w h ich  m ean t t h a t  h e  lo o k e d  to  th e  f u t u r e  f o r
th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a n 's  h o p e s .  " I  l i k e  th e  d ream s o f  th e  f u t u r e
64b e t t e r  th a n  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  p a s t , "  h e  s a i d .  He saw th e  im p ro v e ­
m ent o f  th e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  man i n  A m erica  a s  a  d i v i n e l y  a p p o in te d  m is s io n ,  
w itl i  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  th e  w ho le  o f  h u m a n ity . H e re , i n  a  m a g n if ic e n t  
n a t u r a l  l a b o r a t o r y ,  th e  e x p e r im e n t i n  d e m o c ra tic  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  
m ig h t b e  c a r r i e d  o u t ;  a n d  i f  th e  p e o p le  h e r e  p ro v e d  c a p a b le  o f  r u l i n g  
th e m s e lv e s ,  so  m ig h t men e v e ry w h e re  g ra s p  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  l i v e  i n  
freed o m  and h a p p in e s s . .  T h u s , h e  h o p ed  t h a t  even  th e  F e d e r a l  C o n s t i ­
t u t i o n ,  by  m eans o f  am endm ents, m ig h t "k eep  p a c e  w i th  th e  ad v an ce  o f  
th e  ag e  i n  s c ie n c e  and  e x p e r i e n c e . " ^  A m erica  o f f e r e d  h u m a n ity  i t s  
f i r s t  r e a l  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  b u i l d  a  s o c i e t y  fo u n d ed  upon  th e  d o c t r i n e  
o f  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s ,  i n  w h ich  J e f f e r s o n  c o n f id e n t ly  hoped  t h a t  th e
h a p p in e s s  o f  th e  s p e c ie s  m ig h t ad v an ce  " t o  an  i n d e f i n i t e  a l th o u g h
66n o t  i n f i n i t e  d e g r e e ."  J e f f e r s o n  was in d e e d  o p t i m i s t i c  a b o u t th e  
fu iitS re , a l th o u g h  h e  d id  n o t  s h a r e  C o n d o r c e t 's  b e l i e f  i n  th e  i n e v i t a ­
b i l i t y  o f  p r o g r e s s ,  s in c e  to  J e f f e r s o n  man h ad  a  " f a t a l  f la w "  w h ich
67w ou ld  p r e v e n t  t h i s :  h i s  te n d e n c y  to  e x p l o i t  h i s  f e l l o w s .  As a
f r i e n d  o f  C o n d o rc e t ,  h e  d o u b t l e s s  d i s c u s s e d  w i th  h im  th e  l a t t e r ' s
^ B o o r s t i n ,  The L o s t  W orld  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , p .  2 3 3 .
65I b i d . , p .  2 1 2 .
66I b i d . ,  p .  2 2 5 .
^ W is h ,  o £ .  c i t . , p .  171.
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c o n c e p t  o f  m a n 's  c o n t in u o u s  p r o g r e s s  fro m  b a r b a r i s m  t o  u l t i m a t e  p e r ­
f e c t i o n ,  and  p a r t s  o f  t h e  E q u is s e  d 'u n  t a b l e a u  h i s t o r i q u e  d es  p ro g r e s
de  l 1e s p r i t  hum ain  r e f l e c t  id e a s  J e f f e r s o n  e x p re s s e d  i n  h i s  N o te s  on
68
t h e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a .
J e f f e r s o n  l i k e  C o n d o rc e t h ad  trem en d o u s  f a i t h  i n  e d u c a t io n
a s  a  r o u t e  t o  human h a p p in e s s ,  an d  t h i s  f a i t h ,  c o u p le d  w ith  h i s
" z e a l  t o  p rom ote  t h e  g e n e r a l  good o f  m ank ind  by an in t e r c h a n g e  o f  
69
u s e f u l  t h i n g s , "  p r o v id e s  a c l u e  to  th e  w id e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  h i s  a c t i v i ­
t i e s .  He was s t r o n g l y  u t i l i t a r i a n  i n  o u t lo o k  and o n c e  s a id  t h a t  th e  
r e a s o n  f o r  B en jam in  F r a n k l i n 's  em inence  w as t h a t  h e  a lw ay s t r i e d  to  
d i r e c t  h i s  e f f o r t s  to w a rd  so m e th in g  u s e f u l  and  b e n e f i c i a l . T h e  
same may l a r g e l y  b e  s a i d  o f  J e f f e r s o n .  H is  d e d i c a t i o n  to  s c ie n c e  i s  
i n  p a r t  to  b e  e x p la in e d  by h i s  e a g e rn e s s  t o  s e e  d i s c o v e r i e s  made 
w h ich  w ou ld  add to  t h e  h a p p in e s s  o f  m an k in d . He o n c e  spoke o f  c h e m is ­
t r y  a s  a  s c ie n c e  " b ig  w i th  f u t u r e  d i s c o v e r i e s  f o r  t h e  u t i l i t y  an d
71s a f e t y  o f  th e  human r a c e . "  I n  A m eric a , i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  th e  o p p o r ­
t u n i t i e s  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o g r e s s  w ere  o u t s t a n d in g .  To th e  P r e s i d e n t  
o f  H a rv a rd  h e  w r o te :
What a  f i e l d  h av e  we a t  o u r  d o o rs  t o  s i g n a l i z e  o u r s e lv e s  
in '.  The B o tan y  o f  A m erica  i s  f a r  fro m  b e in g  e x h a u s te d ,  i t s  
M in e ra lo g y  i s  u n to u c h e d , an d  i t s  N a tu r a l  H is to r y  o£ Z o o lo g y , 
t o t a l l y  m is ta k e n  and  m is r e p r e s e n te d  . . . .  I t  i s  f o r  su ch
^ K i m b a l l ,  J e f f e r s o n :  The S cen e  o f  E u ro p e , 1784 to  1 7 8 9 ,
p p . 9 2 -9 3 .
69M alo n e , J e f f e r s o n  an d  th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man, p .  x v . 
^ L ip s c o m b  and  B erg h , XV, 339 .
71I b i d . , I I ,  76 .
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i n s t i t u t i o n s  a s  t h a t  o v e r  w h ich  y ou  p r e s i d e  so  w o r t h i l y ,
S i r ,  to  do j u s t i c e  t o  o u r  c o u n t r y ,  i t s  p r o d u c t io n s  an d  
i t s  g e n iu s .  I t  i s  th e  w ork  to  w h ich  th e  young  m en, whom 
y o u  a r e  fo rm in g , s h o u ld  la y  t h e i r  h a n d s . We h av e  s p e n t  
th e  p rim e  o f  o u r  l i v e s  i n  p r o c u r in g  them  th e  p r e c io u s  
b l e s s i n g  o f  l i b e r t y .  L e t  them  sp e n d  t h e i r s  i n  show ing  
t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  g r e a t  p a r e n t  o f  s c ie n c e  and  v i r t u e ;  and  
t h a t  a  n a t i o n  w i l l  be  g r e a t  i n  b o th ,  a lw ay s  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  
a s  i t  i s  f r e e . ^
L i b e r t y ,  s c i e n c e ,  n a t i o n a l  g r e a t n e s s - - t h e s e  w e re  th in g s  t o  
w h ich  J e f f e r s o n  w as d e d i c a te d .  S c ie n c e  w as a  m eans to  p r o g r e s s  and  
to  human h a p p in e s s ,  and  th e  f u t u r e  was b r i g h t  w i th  p ro m ise  f o r  f r e e  
A m eric a . He a r d e n t l y  h o p ed  t h a t  a l l  u s e f u l  s c ie n c e  and  know ledge 
m ig h t grow  i n  th e  n a t i o n  h e  h ad  h e lp e d  fo u n d . He was c o n v in c e d  t h a t  
human i n t e l l i g e n c e  c o u ld  u n lo c k  th e  s e c r e t s  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e  and  le a d  
m ankind  to w ard  a  r i c h e r  and  b e t t e r  l i f e .  T h is  w as th e  f a i t h  o f  t h e  
E n l ig h te n m e n t,  a  f a i t h  h e  s h a re d  w i th  F r a n k l i n ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  H is  
c o n f id e n t  h y p o th e s e s  a b o u t u n i v e r s a l  n a t u r a l  law  and n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  
g u id e d  h i s  th o u g h t  and h i s  e f f o r t s  th r o u g h o u t  l i f e .  F reedom  o f  
i n q u i r y ,  s c i e n c e ,  and  r e a s o n — to  h im  th e s e  w ere  b o th  g o a ls  and g u id e s ,  
and  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  E n lig h te n m e n t c o r o l l a r y  was p r o g r e s s  i n  th e  a d v a n c e ­
m ent o f  th e  human s p e c i e s .
I t  was b y  means o f  r a t i o n a l ,  s c i e n t i f i c  im provem ents  t h a t  
J e f f e r s o n  b e l i e v e d  p r o g r e s s  and  s o c i a l  ch an g e  w ou ld  o c c u r .  As an  
in n o v a to r ,  he  h im s e l f  f r e e l y  com bined th e  id e a s  o f  many p r e d e c e s s o r s  
i n  d e v i s in g  p la n s  to  e f f e c t  ch an g es  h e  c o n s id e r e d  d e s i r a b l e - - i n  e d u c a ­
t i o n ,  i n  g o v e rn m e n t, i n  r e l i g i o n ,  i n  la w , i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  i n  s c i e n c e - -  
and many o f  h i s  p r o p o s a ls  w e re  s u c c e s s f u l l y  d is s e m in a te d  and  w id e ly
72Boyd, XIV, 699.
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a d o p te d .  J e f f e r s o n  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  man w as an i m i t a t i v e  c r e a t u r e ,  an d
t h a t  s o c i a l  ch an g e  o c c u r r e d  when men im i ta t e d  e a c h  o th e r  i n  th e
73a d o p t io n  o f  in n o v a t io n s .  And h e  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  r a t i o n a l
e v id e n c e  o f  th e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  th e  in n o v a t io n s  o f f e r e d  w o u ld  le a d  to  
t h e i r  a d o p t io n .  I n  t h i s  m anner, t h e r e  w ould d e v e lo p  d e s i r a b l e  s o c i a l  
ch an g e  o r  p r o g r e s s - - t h a t  i s ,  a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  m e n 's  ways o f  th i n k in g  
and  b e h a v in g  w h ich  w o u ld  b r in g  them  g r e a t e r  h a p p in e s s  and  f u l f i l l m e n t .
I n n o v a t io n  w as t o  h im , o f  c o u r s e ,  th e  p r i n c i p a l  m eans o f  
a c h ie v in g  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  b e t te r m e n t  o f  human l i f e .  He e n c o u ra g e d  
in n o v a t io n ,  b o th  s o c i a l  an d  m a t e r i a l ,  and  he  h im s e l f  was o ne  o f  t h e  
g r e a t  in n o v a to r s  o f  th e  m odern w o r ld .  Few men a r e  h i s  c h a l l e n g e r s  
in  th e  v a r i e t y  an d  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  h i s  in n o v a t io n s ,  and c e r t a i n l y  none  
o f  h i s  f e l lo w  A m erican s  e x c e l l  h im . , The b r e a d th  and d e p th  o f  h i s  
i n t e r e s t s ,  a s  w e l l  as  t h e  v a r i e t y  a n d  im p o r ta n c e  o f  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
a r e  in d e e d  s t a g g e r i n g .  I t  i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  a n y  o th e r  man h a s  so  
sh ap ed  th e  c u l t u r e  o f  a  d e m o c ra tic  r e p u b l i c  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  h e  h a s .  
None s ta n d s  o u t  m ore im p o r ta n t ly  i n  t h e  l i f e  an d  v a lu e s  o f  h i s  n a t i o n  
th a n  J e f f e r s o n ,  t h e  d i s c i p l e  o f  p r o g r e s s ,  th e  w id e - r a n g in g  in n o v a to r ,  
th e  s p e c i a l  d e f i n e r  o f  s i t u a t i o n s  d u r in g  th e  c r u c i a l  y e a r s  o f  th e  
n a t i o n 's  b i r t h  and  t r o u b l e d  y o u th . And no m a n 's  w ords a r e  m ore o f t e n  
q u o te d  to d a y  to  j u s t i f y  o r  e x p la in  i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and  i t s  id e o lo g y ,
73J e f f e r s o n  c l e a r l y  fo re sa w  w h at H. G. B a r n e t t  c o n c e p tu a l iz e d  
a s  " t h e  s o c i a l  ' l e a p , ' "  w h ich  o c c u r s  "when one i n d i v i d u a l  d o es  w h a t 
a n o th e r  d o e s ."  " A c c e p ta n c e  and R e j e c t i o n  o f  C h an g e ,"  i n  Z o l ls c h a n  
and  H ir s c h  ( e d s . ) ,  oj>. c i t . , p . 3 4 6 .
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o r  to  p o i n t  th e  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  i t s  f u t u r e .  He h a s  em erg ed , M e r r i l l
74
P e te r s o n  s a y s ,  a s  th e  d o m in an t A m erican  c u l t u r e  h e r o .
74 P e te r s o n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  3 7 8 . J e f f e r s o n  w as t h a t  r a r e  com­
b i n a t i o n  o f  sy m b o lic  and  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l e a d e r  a t  t h e  same t im e .  See 
O r r in  E . K la p p , S ym bolic  L e a d e rs  (C h ic a g o : A ld in e  P u b l i s h in g  Company,
1 9 6 4 ) , p p .  7 - 8 ,  2 1 1 -4 9 .
PART IV . INTERPRETATION AND CONCLUSION: 
JEFFERSON AS PROTO-SOCIOLOGIST
CHAPTER X II
APOSTLE OF FREEDOM, ACTIVIST,
AND STUDENT OF SOCIETY
The I n f lu e n c e  o f  F re n c h  T hought
Thomas J e f f e r s o n 's  p h i lo s o p h y  w as an  e c l e c t i c  o n e , h a v in g
r a d i c e l s  i n  th e  w orks and  th o u g h ts  o f  many men and  many n a t i o n s .
T h is  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  e f f o r t  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e
e n t i r e t y  o f  t h e  i n t e l l i g i b l e  w o r ld ,  n a t u r a l  an d  hum an, a n  a p p ro a c h
1
common to  th e  men o f  th e  E n l ig h te n m e n t .  He was c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e
a t t i t u d e  o f  th o s e  who saw " a  l i t t l e „ o f  e v e r y th in g  and  th e  w h o le  o f
n o t h i n g ,"  j u s t  a s  h e  o b je c te d  to  th e  s p e c i a l i s t  who w ro te  i n  a  ja rg o n
2
i n t e l l i g i b l e  o n ly  t o  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o l l e a g u e s .  He s o u g h t  d u r in g  
h i s  s tu d e n t  d ay s t o  l a y  a  b ro a d  b a s e  upon  w h ich  to  b u i l d  h i s  i n t e l l e c ­
t u a l  l i f e ;  a n d , a s  we h a v e  s e e n ,  h e  b e g a n  w i th  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  
a n c i e n t s ,  o f  H om er, D em o sth en es, C a to ,  L iv y , T a c i t u s ,  C ic e r o - - a n d  he 
c o n t in u e d  t o  r e a d  them  i n  th e  o r i g i n a l  th r o u g h o u t  l i f e .
B u t J e f f e r s o n  was a  man who lo o k e d  l e s s  t o  th e  p a s t  th a n  to  
th e  f u t u r e ,  and  th e  w r i t e r s  who in f lu e n c e d  h im  m o st w ere  n o t  th e
^Lehm ann, o p . c i t . , p .  11 .
2
I b i d . I t  w i l l  b e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  h e  c a s t i g a t e d  la w y e rs  f o r  
t h e i r  s p e c i a l i z e d  l e g a l  c a n t .
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a n c i e n t s .  The p r i n c i p l e  i n f l u e n c e s  on h i s  th o u g h t w e re  E n g l i s h  and 
F re n c h  w r i t e r s  o f  a  l a t e r  e r a .  Many o f  h i s  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  c o n s id e r e d  
h im  an  dS ccessive  F r a n c o p h i l e ,  c o n te n d in g  t h a t  h e  to o k  h i s  m o r a l s ,  
h i s  " i r r e l i g i o n , "  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h y ,  and  h i s  m anners fro m  th e
3
F re n c h , and  a s  P a t r i c k  H enry s a i d ,  ev en  " a b ju r e d  h i s  n a t i v e  v i c t u a l s "  
i n  f a v o r  o f  F re n c h  fo o d s .  J e f f e r s o n  was in d e e d  s t r o n g l y  p r o - F r e n c h ,  
and  h i s  f i v e  y e a r s  i n  ;P a r i s  l e f t  deep  im p re s s io n s  on  h im .
The g r e a t e s t  s i n g l e  F re n c h  in f l u e n c e  on J e f f e r s o n  d u r in g  h i s  
f o rm a t iv e  y e a r s  w as M o n te s q u ie u , f o r  w hose E s p r i t  d e s  L o is  h e  showed 
a n  a r d e n t  e n th u s ia s m , t r a n s c r i b i n g  v o lu m in o u s  n o te s  from  t h i s  g r e a t  
w ork  i n t o  h i s  Commonplace B ook . He was p ro fo u n d ly  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
M o n te s q u ie u 's  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  p o p u la r  s o v e r e ig n t y ,  h i s  th e o ry  o f  
f e d e r a t i v e  r e p u b l i c s ,  h i s  ex am p le s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i v i t y  o f  law s and  
c o n s t i t u t i o n s  and  th e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t h e i r  m o d i f i c a t i o n  in  a c c o rd a n c e  
w i th  c l i m a t e ,  l o c a l  c o n d i t io n s  and  new c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  
M o n te s q u ie u 's  v iew s on c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s  and  th e  p r o c e s s e s  by w h ich  
d e m o c ra c ie s  p r o s p e r  o r  becom e c o r r u p te d .  I n  h i s  Commonplace Book 
J e f f e r s o n  n o te d  t h a t  M o n te sq u ie u :
. . . c o n s id e r s  p o l i t i c a l  v i r t u e  o r  th e  Armor 
P a t r i a e ,  a s  t h e  e n e r g e t i c  p r i n c i p l e  o f  a  d e m o c ra tic  
r e p u b l i c ;  m o d e ra t io n ,  t h a t  o f  an  a r i s t o c r a t i c  r e p u b l i c ;  
h o n o r ,  t h a t  o f  a  l i m i t e d  m onarchy ; and  f e a r ,  t h a t  o f  
d e s p o tis m ; and  shews t h a t  e v e ry  gov ern m en t s h o u ld  p r o ­
v id e  t h a t  i t ' s  e n e r g e t i c  p r i n c i p l e  sh o u ld  b e  t h e  o b je c t  
o f  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  i t s  y o u th .
"Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,"  E n cy c lo p a e d ia  B r i t a n n ic a , 14th  e d . ,
X I I ,  988 .
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T h a t i t ' s  law s a l s o  s h o u ld  b e  r e l a t i v e  to  t h e  same 
p r i n c i p l e .  I n  a  d em o cracy , e q u a l i t y  and  f r u g a l i t y  sh o u ld  
b e  p ro m o ted  by  th e  la w s , a s  th e y  n u r s e  th e  amor p a t r i a e  . . . .
L a t e r  i n  l i f e  h e  t u r n e d  v i o l e n t l y  a g a i n s t  M orite& quieu b e c a u s e  
o f  th e  l a t t e r 1a  ad v o cacy  o f  a n  E n g l i s h - ty p e  m o narchy , and  h i s  d o c ­
t r i n e  t h a t  a  r e p u b l i c  c o u ld  e x i s t  o n ly  i n  a  s m a ll  and  r e s t r i c t e d  
t e r r i t o r y - - t w o  dogmas J e f f e r s o n  th o u g h t  h e  d is c o v e r e d  i n  th e  F e d e r a l i s t  
a p p ro a c h . I n  1810 h e  d e c l a r e d  v e h e m e n tly : " I  am g la d  to  h e a r  o f
e v e r y th in g  w h ich  r e d u c e s  t h a t  a u th o r  t o  h i s  j u s t  l e v e l ,  a s  h i s  p r e d i ­
l e c t i o n  f o r  m o n a rc h y , and E n g l i s h  m onarchy  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  h a s  done
5
m is c h ie f  e v e ry w h e re , and  h e r e  a l s o ,  t o  a  c e r t a i n  d e g r e e ."
Some h a v e  a t t r i b u t e d  to  R o u sseau  a  s t r o n g  in f l u e n c e  on J e f f e r ­
so n ; h o w e v e r, su c h  a  p o s i t i o n  i s  i n s u p p o r t a b l e .  T h e re  i s  no e v id e n c e  
t h a t  h e  r e a d  R o u sseau  w i th  any  c a r e ,  a l th o u g h  h e  e x p re s s e d  h im s e l f  
q u i t e  c l e a r l y  on th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  " n a t u r a l "  man, s t a t i n g ,  " I  h a v e  
lo n g  b e e n  f a t i g u e d  w i th  th e  e t e r n a l  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  te rm  ' man i n  
t h e  s t a t e  o f  n a t u r e , '  by  w h ic h  i s  m ean t man i n  h i s  s a v a g e  and  s tu p id  
s t a t e ,  w i th  h i s  f a c u l t i e s  e n t i r e l y  u n d e v e lo p e d ,"  J e f f e r s o n  fo u n d  
n o th in g  a p p e a l in g  i n  su c h  a  d o c t r i n e .
He sp o k e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  o f  V o l t a i r e  and seem s to  h a v e  h a d  a  
h ig h  o p in io n  o f  h i s  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  ag e  o f  L o u is  XIV and  L o u is  XV, 
an d  a  low  o p in io n  o f  t h i s  F re n c h  s a v a n t 's  th e o ry  o f  f o s s i l  f o rm a t io n  
a s  u n c o n n e c te d  w i th  a n im a l l i f e ,  b u t  V o l t a i r e  was c e r t a i n l y  no g r e a t
^The Commonplace Book o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n , p p . 3 1 -3 8 .
^L ipscom b and  B e rg h , X I I ,  4 0 4 .
^Schachner, o £ .  c i t . , I I ,  728 .
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i n f l u e n c e  on J e f f e r s o n .  On a  num ber o f  o c c a s io n s  he r e f e r r e d  
f a v o r a b ly  to  T u rg o t and  was o b v io u s ly  f a m i l i a r  w i th  h i s  w o rk , b u t  
t h e r e  i s  no e v id e n c e  t h a t  T u rg o t w as a  fo r m a t iv e  i n f l u e n c e  on h im .
The same ca n  b e  s a i d  o f  H e lv e t iu s  an d  o f  D e s c a r t e s ,  w hose " c o g i to  e r g o  
sum** h e  q u o te d  fro m  tim e  to  t im e .
As tim e  w en t o n , h e  o f t e n  in c lu d e d  id e a s  and q u o ta t io n s  in  
h i s  re m a rk s  from  th e  e n c y c l o p e d i s t e s , p h i l o s o p h e s , id e a lo g u e s  and 
p h y s i o c r a t s .  He knew T u rg o t^ , D id e r o t ,  D 'A le m b e r t ,  C a b a n is ,  D e s tu t t  
de T ra c y ,  Du P o n t d e  N em ours, C o n d o rc e t ,  and th o u g h t  h i g h l y  o f  them , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  l a t t e r  tw o ; h e  was a  f r i e n d  o f  L a f a y e t t e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
and  o f  Madame d e  H e lv e t iu s  an d  th e  C om tesse d 'H o u d e to t  an d  Madame d e  
C o rn ey , o f  whom h e  seem ed p a r t i c u l a r l y  fo n d , a n d  o f  th e  Due de l a  
R o c h e fo u c a u ld  and  h i s  D u c h e sse . T h e re  can  b e  n o  q u e s t io n  t h a t  J e f f e r ­
so n  w a s , o f  c o u r s e ,  in f lu e n c e d  by  h i s  many F re n c h  f r i e n d s ,  and 
th ro u g h o u t  l i f e  h e  was fo n d  o f  t h i n g s  F re n c h : c u i s i n e ,  w in e s ,  a r c h i ­
t e c t u r e ,  s c u l p t u r e ,  p a i n t i n g ,  m u s ic , and e s p e c i a l l y  th e  F re n c h  
la n g u a g e .
Of a l l  t h in g s  F re n c h ,  h o w ev e r, h e  a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  b e e n  m ost 
e n t h u s i a s t i c  o v e r  C o n d o rc e t ,  Du P o n t de N em ours, and D e s t u t t  de T ra c y .
He w as p a r t i c u l a r l y  im p re s se d  w i th  Comte A n to in e  L o u is  C la u d e  D e s t u t t  
de T r a c y 's  A T r e a t i s e  on P o l i t i c a l  Economy, a n d  J e f f e r s o n  h im s e lf  t r a n s ­
l a t e d  t h i s  w ork  from  th e  F re n c h  f o r  p r i n t i n g  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .^  
D e s tu t t  de T ra c y  was a  f o l lo w e r  o f  th e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  Adam S m ith , a s  
was J e f f e r s o n .  D u rin g  h i s  p r e s id e n c y ,  L a f a y e t t e  s e n t  h im  a  copy o f
7
Dauer, o £ .  c i t . , p .  59 .
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J e a n - B a p t i s t e  S a y ’ s t r e a t i s e  on  p o l i t i c a l  econom y and  D e s t u t t  de
T r a c y ’ s I d e a l o g i e . J e f f e r s o n 's  e n th u s ia s m  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  w r i t e r
w as a lm o s t  b o u n d le s s :  h e  c o n s id e r e d  D e s t u t t  d e  T ra c y  t h e  g r e a t e s t
8
p o l i t i c a l  an d  s o c i a l  p h i lo s o p h e r  o f  h i s  a g e ,  p e rh a p s  o f  a l l  t im e .
He w as so  e a g e r  to  s e e  T r a c y 's  w o rk s  p u b l i s h e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  a n  
a n t i d o t e  to  M o n te s q u ie u  and  Hume, t h a t  h e  w e n t t o  g r e a t  l e n g th s  to  
b r i n g  th em  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c .  T ra c y  w as a  s t r o n g  l i b e r a l ,  f o l lo w in g  
th e  " i n d i s p u t a b l e "  law s o f  n a t u r e ,  and  J e f f e r s o n  th o u g h t  i t  w o r th  
" t e n - t i m e s "  t h e  w o rk  h e  h a d  gone th ro u g h - - s o m e  f i v e  h o u rs  a  d a y , 
f o r  a  p e r io d  o f  s e v e r a l  m o n th s , i n  t r a n s l a t i n g ,  e d i t i n g ,  an d  prom o­
t i n g — t o  g a in  p u b l i c a t i o n  f o r  T r a c y 's  w o rk , p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  t r e a t i s e
9on  p o l i t i c a l  econom y. He c o n f e s s e d ,  h o w e v e r , t h a t  h e  h a d  n e v e r  
g o t t e n  e n t i r e l y  th ro u g h  th e  b a s i c  v o lu m es on id e o lo g y ,  s i n c e  " I  am 
n o t  fo n d  o f  r e a d i n g  w h a t i s  m e re ly  a b s t r a c t ,  an d  u n a p p l ie d  im m e d ia te ly  
to  some u s e f u l  s c i e n c e .
J e f f e r s o n  w as a l s o  e n t h u s i a s t i c  o v e r  t h e  w ork  o f  C a b a n is ,  w hose 
m a t e r i a l i s m  r e i n f o r c e d  h i s  own, b u t  h e  fo u n d  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  warm  s p o t  
i n  h i s  h e a r t  f o r  P i e r r e  Sam uel Du P o n t de N em ours, whom h e  h a d  known 
w e l l  i n  F r a n c e ;  and  w hen Du P o n t d e c id e d  i n  1800 to  e m ig r a te  to  
A m e ric a , J e f f e r s o n  w as m ore th a n  d e l i g h t e d .  To P r i e s t l e y ,  who h a d  
a r r i v e d  fro m  E n g la n d  i n  1 7 9 4 , h e  w r o te  o f  a n  e x p e c te d  v i s i t  f ro m  Du 
P o n t an d  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  P r i e s t l e y  m ig h t v i s i t  a t  t h e  same
^Schachner , 0 £ .  c i t . , XX, 8 9 3 .
9X b id . ,  I I ,  9 49 .
•^Lipscomb and B ergh , XV, 73 .
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t im e .  W hat a  jo y  i t  w o u ld  b e ,  h e  s a i d ,  t o  s e e  " tw o  s u c h  i l l u s t r i o u s
f o r e i g n e r s  e m b ra c in g  e a c h  o th e r  i n  my own c o u n t r y ,  a s  a n  a sy lu m  f o r
w h a te v e r  i s  g r e a t  and  g o o d . " ^  Du P o n t w as a  p h y s i o c r a t .  H is  w o rk ,
De 1 1O r ig in e  e t  d es  p r o g r e s  d ' u n e  s c i e n c e  n o u v e l l e , h a d  ex p o u n d ed
th e  d o c t r i n e s  t h a t  econom ic  b e h a v io r  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  n a t u r a l  la w s ,
t h a t  e v e ry o n e  p u r s u e s  h i s  own s e l f - i n t e r e s t ,  an d  t h a t  t h e  o n ly  s o u r c e
o f  new w e a l th  i s  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a l l  o t h e r  human a c t i v i t i e s  b e in g
l a r g e l y  p a r a s i t i c a l .  He w as a  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  p o l i c y ,
i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  Q uesnay  and  T u r g o t ,  fro m  whom Adam S m ith  d e v e lo p e d
many o f  h i s  i d e a s .  T h e re  w e re  o f  c o u r s e  s t r o n g  e le m e n ts  o f  p h y s io c r a c y
i n  J e f f e r s o n 's  th i n k in g  and  h e  w as a  g r e a t  s u p p o r t e r  o f  Du P o n t ,  whom
12h e  c o n s id e r e d  " t h e  a b l e s t  man i n  F r a n c e ,"  h e  s a i d  t o  h i s  s o n - in - l a w .  
Du P o n t e v e n t u a l l y  s e t t l e d  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  w h ere  h i s  so n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a 
gunpow der p l a n t .  J e f f e r s o n  s o u g h t  and  r e c e iv e d  Du P o n t 's  a d v ic e  on  
e d u c a t io n ,  a s  h e  d id  P r i e s t l e y ' s ,  and  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  t h e  fo rm e r m ig h t
13be a p p o in te d  th e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  h i s  p ro p o s e d  n a t i o n a l  u n i v e r s i t y .
He a lw ay s  m a in ta in e d  warm  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i th  Du P o n t an d  c o n s u l t e d  
w i th  h im  on  v a r io u s  m a t t e r s .
D u rin g  J e f f e r s o n 's  s t a y  i n  F ra n c e  h e  h a d  b e e n  o n  c l o s e  te rm s  
w i th  C o n d o rc e t ,  who w as one o f  t h e  t h r e e  l i b e r a l  n o b lem en  h e  h ad  
e n t e r t a i n e d  a t  a  f a r e w e l l  d in n e r  ( t h e  o t h e r  tw o b e in g  L a f a y e t t e  an d
1l i b i d . , X, 148 .
■^Schachner, oji. c i t . , I I ,  634 .
13I b i d . , 8 93 .
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C o n d o rc e t— a w a i t in g  d e a th  u n d e r  s e n te n c e  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y
t r i b u n a l - - t h a t  t h e  s u n  w o u ld  o n e  d ay  s h in e  " o n  a n  e a r t h  o f  n o n e  b u t
f r e e  m an, w i th  n o  m a s te r  s a v e  r e a s o n ;  f o r  t y r a n t s  a n d  s l a v e s ,  p r i e s t s
18
an d  t h e i r  s t u p i d  o r  h y p o c r i t i c a l  t o o l s ,  w i l l  h a v e  d i s a p p e a r e d , "
c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  i n s p i r e  J e f f e r s o n .  H is  own o p t i m i s t i c  f a i t h
i n  p r o g r e s s ,  i f  a  l e s s e r  o n e  th a n  C o n d o r c e t1s ,  h a d  i t s  im p a c t u p o n
A m e ric a n  th o u g h t  a n d  v a l u e s .  As a  c u l t u r e  h e r o ,  J e f f e r s o n  p e r s o n i f i e d
th e  d i f f u s e  c o n s t e l l a t i o n  o f  b e l i e f s  a n d  a t t i t u d e s  w h ic h  R o b in  W il l ia m s
Sal 9c a l l s  " t h e  c u l t  o f  p r o g r e s s , "  a  m a jo r  A m e ric a n  v a l u e - o r i e n t a t i o n * 1 
To f a i l  t o  a t t r i b u t e  i n  p a r t  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h i s  A m e ric a n  b e l i e f  i n  
p r o g r e s s  to  t h e s e  E re n c h  t h i n k e r s ,  v i a  J e f f e r s o n  an d  o t h e r s ,  w o u ld  
b e  l e s s  th a n  h o n e s t .
A l e t t e r  w h ic h  J e f f e r s o n  w r o te  P r i e s t l e y  i n  1800 sums u p  h i s  
•own id e a s  o f  p r o g r e s s ,  i n  w o rd s  t h a t  m ig h t  a lm o s t  h a v e  come fro m  th e  
p e n  o f  C o n d o rc e t ,  T u r g o t ,  o r  a n o th e r  o f  t h e  E re n c h  w r i t e r s :
The G o th ic  i d e a  t h a t  we a r e  t o  lo o k  b a c k w a rd s  i n s t e a d  
o f  fo rw a rd s  f o r  t h e  im p ro v em en t o f  t h e  hum an m in d , and  to  
r e c u r  to  t h e  a n n a l s  o f  o u r  a n c e s t o r s  f o r  w h a t i s  m o s t p e r ­
f e c t  i n  g o v e rn m e n t, i n  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  i n  l e a r n i n g ,  i s  
w o r th y  o f  .. . . b i g o t s  . . . .  B u t i t  i s  n o t  a n  i d e a  w h ic h  
t h i s  c o u n t r y  w i l l  e n d u r e :  and  t h e  m om ent o f  t h e i r  show ing  
i s  f a s t  r i p e n i n g  . . . . 0
■^Page S m ith ,  The H i s t o r i a n  a n d  H i s t o r y  (New Y o rk : A l f r e d  A.
K n o p f , 1 9 6 4 ) , p .  3 3 .
19R o b in  M. W i l l i a m s ,  J r . ,  A m e ric a n  S o c i e t y : A S o c i o l o g i c a l
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  (New Y o rk : A l f r e d  A. K n o p f , 1 9 6 5 ) , p .  4 3 1 . S ee  a l s o
K u r t  R i e z l e r ,  " P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e ,"  i n  E dw ard  N. S a v e th  ( e d . ) ,  
A m e ric a n  H i s to r y  a n d  th e  S o c i a l  S c ie n c e s  (New Y o rk : T he F r e e  P r e s s
o f  G le n c o e , 1 9 6 4 ) ,  p p . 8 1 - 8 2 .
20Lipscomb and B erg h , X, 1 48 .
The. I n f lu e n c e  o f  E n g l is h  T hough t
J e f f e r s o n  o n ce  d e s c r ib e d  h i s  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  l i f e  a s  E p ic u r e a n ,
th o u g h  h e  h a s te n e d  t o  add t h a t  t h i s  te rm  was w id e ly  m is u n d e r s to o d .
He came to  s e e  th e  a c h ie v e m e n t o f  h a p p in e s s  as  th e  p u rp o se  o f  l i f e ,
21
and t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h a p p in e s s  was to  b e  g a in e d  by s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e .
H is  em p h asis  w as c e r t a i n l y  n o t  on m ere  am usem ent o r  p l e a s u r e  f o r  i t s
own s a k e .  H a p p in e s s  t o  h im  m e an t th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s :
l i f e ,  l i b e r t y ,  k n o w led g e , human f u l f i l l m e n t  i n  a  w o r ld  d e s ig n e d  by a
b e n e v o le n t  C r e a to r  f o r  m a n 's  u s e  and  e n jo y m e n t.
The c h i e f  s o u rc e  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  d o c t r i n e  o f  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  i s
22g e n e r a l ly  a g re e d  t o  h av e  b e e n  Jo h n  L o ck e . Among th e  E n g l i s h  w r i t e r s  
whom J e f f e r s o n  c a r e f u l l y  s t u d i e d ,  a s  we h a v e  s e e n ,  was L o rd  Karnes, 
th e  S c o t t i s h  j u r i s t  and  p h i lo s o p h e r  w hose id e a s  w e re  d e r iv e d  from  
L ocke ; and  i t  w as Karnes who w as th e  m a jo r  s o u rc e  o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  
L o c k ia n  c o n c e p ts .  He a l s o  r e a d  S i r  Edw ard Coke and  L ord B o lin g b ro k e ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  D av id  Hume, and  Thomas H o b b es. B u t i t  was Locke w hose 
id e a s  w e re  th e  m o st d e c i s i v e  and  fo rm a t iv e  f o r  J e f f e r s o n .
He c o p ie d  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  from  Locke i n  h i s  s tu d e n t  n o t e ­
books b e c a u s e ,  a s  a  d i s c i p l e  o f  th e  E n l ig h te n m e n t ,  h e  was a l r e a d y
f a m i l i a r  w i th  th e  b a s i c  p o s t u l a t e s  o f  t h i s  w r i t e r ,  M alone p o i n t s  
23o u t .  He a c c e p te d  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  w i th o u t
^ F o r d ,  W r i t i n g s , X , 143 .
^ M a lo n e ,  J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n , p .  175 .
14l a  R o c h e fo u c a u ld )  b e f o r e  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  A m erica  i n  1789; and  w hen 
th e  t ro u b le s o m e  young “ C i t i z e n "  G enet a r r i v e d  from  F ra n c e ,  h e  b ro u g h t  
w i th  h im  a  l e t t e r  to  J e f f e r s o n  from  C o n d o rc e t ,  i n  w h ich  th e  l a t t e r  
e x p re s s e d  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  " o u r  r e p u b l i c ,  fo u n d ed  l i k e  y o u rs  on r e a ­
s o n , on t h e  r i g h t s  o f  n a t u r e ,  on  e q u a l i t y ,  o u g h t t o  b e  y o u r  t r u e
15
a l l y ;  we o u g h t i n  some s o r t  t o  fo rm  one p e o p le ."  Such w ords c o u ld
h a r d ly  f a i l  to  e l i c i t  a  warm r e s p o n s e  fro m  J e f f e r s o n ,  w hose a d m ir a t io n
f o r  C o n d o rc e t was p ro fo u n d  and  s i n c e r e .  C o n d o rc e t was one o f  th e
w r i t e r s  h e  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  law  s tu d e n t s  r e a d ,  and  h e  was o b v io u s ly
im p re s se d  b y  C o n d o r c e t 's  c o n c e p t  o f  p r o g r e s s .
T h ese  men c l e a r l y  e x e r t e d  c o n s id e r a b le  i n f l u e n c e  on  J e f f e r s o n —
p e rh a p s  b e c a u s e ,  as  M alone s u g g e s t s ,  th e y  r e i n f o r c e d  many o f  h i s  own 
16i d e a s .  B u t i t  w ou ld  seem  f a i r e r  to  a t t r i b u t e  a  g r e a t e r  i n f l u e n c e  to  
th e s e  F re n c h  t h i n k e r s ,  many o f  w hose id e a s  J e f f e r s o n  u n q u e s t io n a b ly  
a d o p te d  an d  p ro m u lg a te d . I n  an y  e v e n t ,  " h e  r e g a rd e d  h im s e l f  a s  b e in g  
i n  some s e n s e  th e  A m erican  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  id 4 a lo g u e s  a t  a  l a t e r  
t i m e , " ^  an d  t h a t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  i n d i c a t e  th e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e s e  
e n l ig h te n e d  F renchm en on h i s  own i d e a s .
I t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  t h a t  th e  id e a s  o f  p r o g r e s s  p u t  fo rw a rd  
by  C o n d o rc e t and T u r g o t ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  w ere  r e f l e c t e d  i n  J e f f e r s o n 's  
th o u g h t ,  e v e n  i f  th e y  w ere  n o t  d e c i s i v e  i n f l u e n c e s .  And th e  w o rd s o f
^ M a lo n e ,  J e f f e r s o n  an d  th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man, p .  235 .
^■^Malone, J e f f e r s o n  and th e  O rdeal o f  L i b e r t y , p .  96.
16J e f f e r s o n  and th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man, p. 154.
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s p e c i f i c a l l y  te rm in g  i t  t h a t .  L ik e  many o f  h i s  e n l ig h te n e d  co n tem ­
p o r a r i e s ,  h e  c o n f id e n t ly  a c c e p te d  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  th e  m a jo r  L o c k ia n  
id e a s  t h a t  w e re  su c h  a n  im p o r ta n t  e le m e n t i n  th e  th o u g h t  o f  E n g la n d , 
F r a n c e ,  an d  A m erica  d u r in g  h i s  f o r m a t iv e  y e a r s .
L o ck e ’ s i n f l u e n t i a l  r e s t a t e m e n t  o f  th e  c l a s s i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  
d o c t r i n e s  o f  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  g a in e d  w id e  c u r r e n c y  from  h i s  Two T re a ­
t i s e s  o f  G overnm en t. He h a d  q u o te d  th e  m em orable d ic tu m  o f  th e  Roman 
j u r i s t  U lp ia n  t h a t  men a r e  by  n a t u r e  c r e a t e d  f r e e  and  e q u a l .  L ocke 
em p h asized  t h a t  gov ern m en t r e s t e d  on a  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  o f  f r e e  men 
who gave  up t h e i r  p r i m i t i v e  " s t a t e  o f  n a tu r e "  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  
i n a l i e n a b l e  " n a t u r a l  r i g h t s ’1 o f  l i f e ,  l i b e r t y  and  p r o p e r ty  i n  a  c i v i l  
s t a t e .  "Men b e in g  . . .  b y  n a t u r e  a l l  f r e e ,  e q u a l ,  and  in d e p e n d e n t ,
no one c a n  b e  p u t  o u t  o f  t h i s  e s t a t e ,  and  s u b je c t e d  to  th e  p o l i t i c a l
24pow er o f  a n o th e r  w i th o u t  h i s  c o n s e n t , "  L ocke d e c l a r e d .  And, t h i n k ­
in g  i n  te rm s  o f  th e  G lo r io u s  R e v o lu t io n  o f  1 688 , Locke f u r t h e r  
a s s e r t e d  t h a t  w hen ev er th e  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  w as v i o l a t e d  by a r b i t r a r y  
r u l e r s ,  t h e  p e o p le  w ere  j u s t i f i e d  i n  r e v o l t i n g — a  s ta t e m e n t  r e p h r a s e d  
i n  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e  a lo n g  w i th  L o c k e 's  " l i f e ,  l i b e r t y ,  
and  p r o p e r t y . "  T h e . in f l u e n c e  o f  t h i s  d o c t r i n e  on J e f f e r s o n  i s  
o b v io u s .
Locke a l s o ,  i n  h i s  E s sa y  on  Human U n d e r s ta n d in g , o f f e r e d  a  
d o c t r i n e  o f  m a te r i a l i s m  w h ich  g a in e d  w id e  a c c e p ta n c e  and  may b e  
fo u n d  i n  J e f f e r s o n 's  b a s i c  c o n c e p ts ..  R e j e c t in g  P l a t o ' s  m y s t i c a l  
p o s t u l a t e  o f  " i n n a t e  i d e a s , "  L ocke d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " t h e r e  i s  n o th in g
24Wish, o p . c i t . , p .  145 .
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i n  th e  m ind e x c e p t  w h a t w as f i r s t  i n  th e  s e n s e s " - ~ t h a t  t h e  m ind was
a t  b i r t h  a  " t a b u l a  r a s a , "  and  t h a t  e x p e r ie n c e  was th e  s o l e  s o u rc e  
25o f  k n o w led g e . T h is  e m p i r i c i s t  d o c t r i n e  owed much t o  th e  p h i lo s o p h y  
o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  E p ic u re a n s  and  S t o i c s .  L o c k e 's  th e o ry  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  
man was n o t  a n  i n n a t e l y  d e p ra v e d  c r e a t u r e ,  m a rre d  by o r i g i n a l  s i n ,  
b u t  t h a t  h e  w as c a p a b le  o f  v a s t  im p ro v em en t, ev e n  p e r f e c t i o n ,  i n  an  
e n v iro n m e n t d e v o id  o f  d e s t r u c t i v e  e le m e n ts .  I t  a l s o  s u g g e s te d  by 
i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  th e  s a n c t i t y  o f  p r o p e r ty  l e d  men to  s e e k  t h e i r  own 
s e l f - i n t e r e s t  and  t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  c h e c k s  and  b a la n c e s  w ere  n e c e s s a r y  
i n  g o v e rn m e n ta l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n ta in  t h i s  p r e d a to r y  
i n c l i n a t i o n  o f  m a n -- th e  f a t a l  f la w  i n  human n a t u r e  t o  w h ich  J e f f e r s o n  
r e f e r r e d .  J e f f e r s o n ,  h o w ev e r, p la c e d  l e s s  em p h asis  upon  th e  s a n c t i t y  
o f  p r o p e r ty  th a n  d id  many o f  L o c k e 's  f o l l o w e r s ,  p r e f e r r i n g  i n s t e a d
26
to  em p h asize  t h e  E p ic u re a n  and u t i l i t a r i a n  " p u r s u i t  o f  h a p p i n e s s . "
T h a t J e f f e r s o n  r e c o g n iz e d  h i s  o b l i g a t i o n  to  t h e  L o c k ia n  d o c ­
t r i n e  i s  c l e a r  from  th e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  r e f e r r e d  to  L o ck e , N ew ton, and
27
B acon a s  h i s  " t r i n i t y  o f  im m o r ta ls ."  He c o n s id e r e d  th e s e  t h e  r e a l  
fo u n d e r s  o f  th e  E n l ig h te n m e n t ,  much o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  w h ich  h e  
a b s o rb e d  a t  W ill ia m s b u rg  from  S m a l l ,  W ythe, an d  F a u q u ie r ; and  h e  h im ­
s e l f  becam e t h e  " a lm o s t  p e r f e c t  em bodim ent" o f  th e  E n lig h te n m e n t and
^ “’I b i d . , p .  14 4 . See a l s o  M a r t in d a le ,  c i t . , p .  5 8 .
L o u is  H a r tz  c o n te n d s  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  c o n c e n t r a te d  on L o c k e 's  p o l i t i c a l  
c o n c lu s io n s  r a t h e r  th a n  on h i s  s o c i a l  p r e m is e s .  The L i b e r a l  T r a d i ­
t i o n  i n  A m e ric a , p .  184 .
^ W is h ,  o p . c i t . , p .  144 .
^ M a lo n e ,  J e f f e r s o n  th e  V i r g i n i a n , p .  101.
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" a f t e r  F r a n k l i n ,  i t s  m ost c o n s p ic u o u s  a p o s t l e  on h i s  s i d e  o f  th e  
28A t l a n t i c . "  H is  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  Locke w ere  n o t  n u m e ro u s , b u t  i n  a
l e t t e r  t o  h i s  s o n - in - la w  h e  s a i d  t h a t  " L o c k e 's  l i t t l e  book  on G overn-
29
m en t, i s  p e r f e c t  a s  f a r  a s  i t  g o e s ."  B eca u se  h i s  own th o u g h t 
em bodied  so  much t h a t  was L o c k ia n , p e rh a p s  h e  d id  n o t  n e e d  to  sa y  
m o re . A lth o u g h  much o f  i t  came to  h im  th ro u g h  Karnes, h e  r e c o g n iz e d  
i t s  a n c e s t r y .
He was f a m i l i a r ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w i th  th e  w orks o f  H obbes; h o w ev er, 
t h i s  w r i t e r ' s  v iew  t h a t  th e  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  w as i r r e v o c a b l e  and  
t h e r e f o r e  gave to  th e  L e v ia th a n  s t a t e  a b s o lu t e  pow er o v e r  th e  r u l e d  
was ana th em a to  J e f f e r s o n .  He may h av e  a g re e d  w i th  H obbes t h a t  l i f e  
i n  a  s t a t e  o f  n a t u r e  w ou ld  b e  " s o l i t a r y ,  p o o re ,  n a s t y ,  b r u t i s h  and 
s h o r t " - - h e  c e r t a i n l y  h ad  no  sym pathy  f o r  th e  " n o b le  s a v a g e "  v iew  o f 
R o u sse a u , as  we h a v e  s e e n - - a n d  h e  fo u n d  no a rg u m en t w i th  H obbes ' 
m a te r i a l i s m  and  e m p ir ic is m ; b u t  no two v iew s o f  g o v ern m en t c o u ld  b e  
f u r t h e r  a p a r t  th a n  th e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  and  th e  H o b b e s ia n .
He h ad  o n ly  a  l i t t l e  l e s s  a n t i p a t h y  f o r  Hume, whom, to g e th e r  
w i th  M o n te sq u ie u  and  B la c k s to n e ,  h e  r a i l e d  a g a i n s t  f o r  s u p p o r t in g  
th e  E n g l is h  m o n arch y . " I n  t r u t h , "  h e  w r o te ,  " B la c k s to n e  and  Hume 
h a v e  made t o r i e s  o f  a l l  E n g la n d , and  a r e  m ak ing  t o r i e s  o f  th o s e  young 
A m ericans w hose n a t i v e  f e e l i n g s  o f  in d e p e n d e n c e  do n o t  p l a c e  them
2 ® Ib id . , p p . 1 0 1 -2 .
^ B o y d ,  XVI, 4 4 9 . Locke w as , o f  c o u r s e ,  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
m o n a rc h is t  who d id  n o t  c o m p le te ly  t r u s t  d em o cracy . I t  was i n  t h i s  
r e s p e c t  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  c o n s id e r e d  h e  d id  n o t  go f a r  en o u g h . V ernon 
L . P a r r in g t o n ,  "T he G re a t D e b a te ,"  i n  L atham  ( e d . ) ,  oj). c i t . ,
p . 6 2 .
313
30a b o v e  t h e  w i ly  s o p h i s t r i e s  o f  a  Hume o r  a  B l a c k s t o n e .11 To th e ? e  
two f a v o r i t e  e n e m ie s  h e  a s c r ib e d ,  a  g r e a t e r  " s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  l i b e r ­
t i e s  o f  m an, t h a n  a l l  t h e  m i l l i o n s  o f  men i n  arm s o f  B o n a p a r te  and
t h e  m i l l i o n s  o f  hum an l i v e s  w i th  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  w h ic h  h e  w i l l  s ta n d
31
lo a d e d  b e f o r e  t h e  ju d g m en t s e a t  o f  h i s  M a k e r ."  So g r e a t  w as h i s
a b h o r r e n c e  o f  Hume, whom h e  a d m it t e d  t o  b e  an  e x c e l l e n t  h i s t o r i a n
a s i d e  fro m  h i s  b i a s e s  and  d i s t o r t i o n s ,  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  a d v o c a te d  th e
u s e  o f  B a x t e r 's  H i s t o r y  o f  E n g la n d  f o r  s t u d e n t s  b e c a u s e  B a x t e r ,  i n
q u o t i n g  Hume, " t h e n  a l t e r s  t h e  t e x t  s i l e n t l y " - - i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  so
s k i l l f u l l y  t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r  i s  u n aw are  t h a t  H um e's t e x t  h a s  b e e n  
32
ta m p e re d  w i th .  T h is  seem s t o  be  a s  c l o s e  a s  J e f f e r s o n  e v e r  came
t o  a p p r o v in g  c e n s o r s h i p ,  a n d  i t  i s  i n d i c t i v e  o f  how p e r n i c i o u s  h e
b e l i e v e d  th e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  Hume t o  b e .
J e f f e r s o n  w as a l s o  im p re s s e d  w i th  Jam es H a r r i n g t o n 's  The
Commonwea1t h  o f  O c e a n a , w h ic h  was i n t e n d e d  to  b e  a  c o n s t r u c t i v e  an sw er
to  H o b b e s ' L e v i a t h a n . I n  H a r r i n g t o n 's  u t o p i a  t h e  h e a d  o f  th e  s t a t e
w as e l e c t e d  by  t h e  p e o p le ;  t h e r e  w as f re e d o m  w i th  e q u a l i t y ,  p r o p e r ty
was l i m i t e d ,  a n d  w a r  was d i s a p p r o v e d .  H a r r in g to n  w as a n  a d v o c a te
33
o f  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  and  t h e r e f o r e  a p p e a le d  to  J e f f e r s o n .
He o f  c o u r s e  r e a d  B aco n , U ew ton , G ib b o n , S h a k e s p e a r e ,  M i l to n  
and  o t h e r  E n g l i s h  w r i t e r s ,  b u t  i t  w as t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  t h e o r i s t s
L ipscom b  and  B e rg h , XIV, 1 1 8 -2 0 .
31I b i d .
3^ S c h a c h n e r ,  o p . c i t . , I I ,  9 6 3 -6 4 .
33I b i d . , I ,  130 .
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t o  whom h e  r e a c t e d  m ost s t r o n g l y ;  a n d , o f  c o u r s e ,  i t  was Locke w hose 
id e a s  in f lu e n c e d  h im  m ost and  w hose d o c t r i n e s  w e re  a  c r u c i a l  
in f l u e n c e  on J e f f e r s o n 's  b a s i c  a p p ro a c h  to  l i f e ,  i n  p o l i t i c s  and  
o th e r w is e .
J e f f e r s o n  a s  R e v o l u t io n i s t  
D a n ie l B o o r s t in  c o n te n d s  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  an d  h i s  V i r g i n i a  c o l ­
le a g u e s  owed no d e b t  to  th e  F re n c h  and  E n g l is h  t h i n k e r s  who p re c e d e d  
them . I n s t e a d ,  B o o r s t in  s e e s  th e  t h i n k in g  o f  th e  V i r g i n i a  R e v o lu ­
t i o n a r y  l e a d e r s  a s  a  n a t u r a l  o u tg ro w th  o f  th e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  r e p u b l i ­
c an ism  w h ich  d e v e lo p e d  i n  t h a t  c o lo n y  a t  th e  h a n d s  o f  a  g e n t ry  o f  
la n d  an d  b i r t h  s i n c e r e l y  d e d ic a te d  to  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e ,  w h ich  C h a r le s  
Sydnor h a s  so  w e l l  d e p i c te d ,  a s  we h a v e  s e e n ,  and  from  w hose w ork  
B o o r s t in  h a s  o b v io u s ly  b o rro w e d . When we u n d e r s ta n d  t h i s  b a c k g ro u n d , 
B o o r s t in  s a y s ,  " t h e  p h i lo s o p h e r s  o f  t h e  E u ro p ean  E n lig h te n m e n t who
h a v e  b e e n  h a u le d  in t o  th e  c o u r t  o f  h i s t o r i a n s  a s  p u t a t i v e  f a t h e r s  o f
3 4
th e  R e v o lu t io n  may th e n  seem  . . . i r r e l e v a n t . "  He p o in t s  o u t  t h a t  
t h i s  V i r g i n i a  a r i s t o c r a c y  c o n s c io u s ly  p a t t e r n e d  i t s e l f  a f t e r  th e  
E n g l i s h  g e n t ry  an d  was t h e r e f o r e  b a s i c a l l y  c o n s e r v a t iv e ;  i t  w a s , 
h o w ev er, an  a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  men s e e k in g  to  add to  t h e i r  w e a l th  and 
p o s i t i o n  as  w e l l  a s  to  p r e s e r v e  them . I t s  p ro u d ly  in d e p e n d e n t s p i r i t  
was r o o te d  i n  th e  p l a n t a t i o n  sy s te m  w i th  i t s  many r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ;  
th e  v a lu e  i t  p la c e d  on i n d i v i d u a l  l i b e r t y  was s h a p e d  by  th e  e v e r ­
p r e s e n t  c o n t r a s t  w i th  s l a v e r y ;  i t s  " h a b i t  o f  command" was b a s e d  on
^ T h e  A m e ric a n s : The C o lo n ia l  E x p e r ie n c e , p .  110. S ee  a l s o
p p . 1 0 5 -4 3 .
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th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  a r i s t o c r a t s  c o u ld  make b e t t e r  d e c i s io n s  f o r  th e
com m unity th a n  c o u ld  th e  p e o p le  th e m s e lv e s .  T hese  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,
35B o o r s t in  s u g g e s t s ,  p ro d u c e d  th e  V i r g in i a  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .
B o o r s t in  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i n  a  s e n se  r i g h t ;  h o w ev er, th e  l o c a l  
c i rc u m s ta n c e s  w h ich  b ro u g h t f o r t h  t h e  V i r g in i a  R e v o lu t io n a ry  l e a d e r ­
s h ip  d id  n o t  e x i s t  in  a  vacuum . The a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  g e n e r a l l y  
s p e a k in g ,  was a n  e d u c a te d  o n e ; and  to  deny in f lu e n c e  to  th e  know ledge 
and  in f o r m a t io n  th e s e  men h ad  a b s o rb e d  from  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  w ould  be  
u n r e a l i s t i c .  When J e f f e r s o n  spoke o f  one id e a  le a d in g  to  o th e r s
th ro u g h  a  c o u r s e  o f  t im e  u n t i l  som eone, w i th  whom none o f  th e  id e a s
36
was p e rh a p s  o r i g i n a l ,  com bines them  in t o  a  new in v e n t io n ,  h e  d i s ­
p la y e d  a  c l e a r e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  b o th  th e  g e n e r a l  p r o c e s s  of- ch an g e  
and  th e  em ergence o f  a s p e c i f i c  new s o c i a l  movement th a n  h a s  B o o r s t in .  
Even i f  th e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  A m erican  R e v o lu tio n  w ere  p r i n c i p a l l y  
l o c a l  i n  c h a r a c t e r ,  th e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  movement 
h a d  c l e a r  r o o t s  i n  Locke and  th e  th i n k e r s  o f  t h e  E u ro p ean  E n l ig h te n ­
m e n t,  as  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  In d ep en d e n ce  m akes o b v io u s .
The s e n s e  i n  w h ich  B o o r s t in  i s  l a r g e l y  r i g h t  i s  h i s  em ph asis  
u p o n  th e  e s s e n t i a l l y  c o n s e r v a t iv e  o u t lo o k  o f  th e  V i r g in i a  r e v o lu ­
t i o n a r i e s .  T h ese  R e v o lu t io n a ry  le a d e r s  th o u g h t  o f  th e m se lv e s  a s  
E n g lish m en  b e in g  d e n ie d  t h e i r  fu n d a m e n ta l r i g h t s  by a  m isg u id e d  
P a r l i a m e n t ;  a n d ,  f u r th e r m o r e ,  th e  c o lo n ie s  h ad  in  f a c t  b e e n  s u b je c t
35I b i d . ,  p . 140.
“̂ L ipscom b and Bergh, XV, 163.
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to  r e a l l y  s e r io u s  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o n ly  s in c e  1763 . T h e i r  p r im a ry
o b j e c t i v e  was to  p r e s e r v e  th e  E n g l is h  r i g h t s  g u a ra n te e d  to  them  i n
t h e i r  c h a r t e r s ,  and  w h at p e r tu r b e d  them  m o s t, as M arcus G u n l i f f e
s a y s ,  was th e  a s su m p tio n  o f  th e  m o th er c o u n try  t h a t  th e y  w ere n o t
38
p a r t s  o f  B r i t a i n  b u t  p o s s e s s io n s  o f  B r i t a i n .  I t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e
t h a t  th e  A m erican  c o lo n ie s  had  d ev e lo p e d  somewhat d iv e r g e n t  i n t e r e s t s
from  th o s e  o f  th e  m o th e r c o u n t ry — eco n o m ic , s o c i a l  and  p o l i t i c a l - -
b u t  i t  was l a r g e l y  th e  in e p tn e s s  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  l e a d e r s h ip  w h ich
39fo r c e d  th e  A m ericans to  ta k e  up arm s and  s e e k  in d e p e n d e n c e . The 
s o c i a l  and  econom ic c o n seq u en c es  o f  th e  R e v o lu t io n  w ere  l a r g e l y  b y ­
p ro d u c ts  o f  th e  s t r u g g le  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  in d e p e n d e n c e . T,The common 
p u rp o s e  w h ich  a n im a te d  th e  p a t r i o t s  was t h e i r  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  a l l  
governm en t i s  l i m i t e d ,  and  t h a t  ev en  th e  s o v e re ig n  i s  bound by  l a w . " ^  
I t  w as o f  su ch  men as th e s e  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  w as a  l e a d e r .  I n  
h i s  p r i v a t e  l e t t e r s  h e  o f t e n  sp o k e  i n  h y p e rb o le ,  as  we h av e  s e e n ,  b u t  
i n  h i s  p u b l i c  docum ents h e  was c a r e f u l  to  j u s t i f y  h i s  p ro p o s a ls  on 
th e  b a s i s  o f  h i s t o r y ,  m o r a l i t y ,  law , and p h ilo s o p h y .  I n  th e  Summary 
View and th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  In d ep en d en ce  h e  e x p re s s e d  th e  f e e l i n g  o f  
m ost o f  h i s  f e l lo w  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  t h a t  w h a t th e  A m ericans h ad  
d e s i r e d  was n o t  s e p a r a t i o n  from  E ng land  b u t  th e  en jo y m en t o f  t h e i r
37 C ham bers, o p . c i t . , p p . 8 -9 .
38 G eorge W a sh in g to n , Man and Monument (New Y ork: M en to r
B ooks, 1 9 6 0 ) , p .  63 .
on
M i l l e r ,  p p .  c i t . , p p . 1 -1 0 . See a l s o  G ip so n , op . c i t . ,  pp . 
1 -2 7 ,  and Jo h n  C. W alhke ( e d . ) , The C auses o f  th e  A m erican  R e v o lu t io n  
(B o s to n : D. C. H ea th  and Company, 1 9 6 2 ).
^■^Alden, op. c i t . , p . x i i i .
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n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  a s  E n g lish m e n . I t  w as o n ly  when any h o p e  o f  r e c e i v i n g
su ch  r i g h t s  h a d  fa d e d  t h a t  h e  and  h i s  c o l le a g u e s  s o u g h t in d e p e n d e n c e .
I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  h e  to o  was c o n s e r v a t iv e .
I t  w o u ld  be  d i f f i c u l t  to  t h i n k  o f  W ash in g to n  a s  an  in te m p e r a te
41r a d i c a l — in d e e d ,  a s  a  r a d i c a l  o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o f  any  s o r t .  The 
same m ig h t b e  s a i d  o f  P e n d le to n ,  M ad iso n , Edmund R an d o lp h , and  m ost 
o f  t h e  V i r g in i a  R e v o lu t io n a ry  l e a d e r s h i p .  A nd, i n  a  s e n s e ,  t h e  same 
may b e  s a id  o f  J e f f e r s o n ,  t h e  d i s c i p l e  o f  r e a s o n ,  s c ie n c e  and  th e  
E n l ig h te n m e n t .  T h a t h e  w as m ore r a d i c a l  th a n  m o st o f  h i s  co n tem ­
p o r a r i e s  among th e  e l i t e  i s  c l e a r ,  f o r  h e ,  p e rh a p s  m ore th a n  an y  o f  
them , w ish e d  t h e  R e v o lu t io n  to  b e  a  s o c i a l  a s  w e l l  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  
m ovem ent: h e  w ish e d  to  f r e e  th e  p e o p le  fro m  " e v e ry  fo rm  o f  ty r a n n y
o v e r  . . „ m a n ,"  r e l i g i o u s ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  and  p o l i t i c a l .  He i n s i s t e d  
f i r s t  and  fu n d a m e n ta l ly  upon  th e  p r im a c y  o f  human r i g h t s  i n  e v e ry  
a r e a  o f  l i f e , 4 ^ and  a s  t im e  p a s s e d  h e  becam e i n c r e a s i n g l y  d e m o c ra tic  
V e t a s  a  r e f o r m e r ,  h e  w as e s s e n t i a l l y  a  g r a d u a l i s t  i n  te m p e ra m e n t, who
i£jf. i
lo o k e d  fo rw a rd  w i th  lo n g in g  to  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  r u l e  o f  r e a s o n .  
H is  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  g r a d u a l is m  was c l e a r l y  d e m o n s tra te d  d u r in g  th e  F re n c h  
R e v o lu t io n ,  w hen h e  s a i d ,  " I t  i s  to  b e  f e a r e d  t h a t  a n  im p a t ie n c e  to  
r e c t i f y  e v e r y th in g  a t  o n c e , w h ich  p r e v a i l s  i n  some m in d s , may . . . 
l e a d  . . .  t o  f o r c e . " ^
4 ^S ee C u n l i f f e ,  o £ . e x t . ,  p p . 6 2 -8 2 .
4^M alone , J e f f e r s o n  and  th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man, p p . 16 8 , 2 2 3 -2 5 . 
4 3 I b i d . , p p . 1 5 8 -5 9 , 2 2 7 -2 8 .
44I b i d . ,  p p . 1 5 3 -5 4 .
45B oyd, XIV, 213 . .
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T h is  may n o t  sound  l i k e  th e  J e f f e r s o n  o f  th e  A m erican  R evo­
l u t i o n ,  who i s  o f t e n  p i c t u r e d  a s  a  f i e r c e  r e b e l  and  f i r e b r a n d ;  and  
i t  a p p e a rs  t o  b e  t r u e  t h a t  h e  m e llo w ed  on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  r e b e l l i o n  
and  r e v o l u t i o n  a s  tim e  p a s s e d .  I t  m u s t b e  rem em bered , h o w e v e r, t h a t  
J e f f e r s o n  no m ore h ad  i n  m ind a n  u t t e r l y  c o m p le te  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  
A m erican  l i f e  f o l lo w in g  th e  R e v o lu t io n  th a n  d id  many o f  h i s  f e l lo w  
l e a d e r s .  He d id  n o t  w is h  to  d i s c a r d  th e  s y s te m  o f  law , p r o p e r ty  
r i g h t s ,  and  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  l e g i s l a t u r e s ,  o n ly  t o  im prove and  c o r r e c t  
them . He w as c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a  man who f e a r e d  ch an g e  o f  d e s p a i r e d  o f  
th e  f u t u r e ;  r a t h e r ,  h e  w as one w hose o p tim ism  and  b e l i e f  i n  p r o g r e s s  
l e d  h im  to  lo o k  fo rw a rd  c o n f id e n t ly  t o  g r e a t e r  h a p p in e s s  f o r  a l l  by  
m eans o f  r e c t i f y i n g  th e  id e o lo g y  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i th i n  
w h ich  c o r p o r a t e  i n t e r a c t i o n  ta k e s  p l a c e - - a l l  i n  co n so n a n c e  w i th  h i s  
n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  d o c t r i n e .
4<
J e f f e r s o n  h a s  o f t e n  b e e n  c a l l e d  " th e  P en  o f  t h e  R e v o lu t io n ,"  
and  th e  p h r a s e  i s  an  a p t  o n e . He fo u g h t no b a t t l e s  and  h a ra n g u e d  no 
c ro w d s . I t  was h i s  f a c i l i t y  f o r  w r i t t e n  e x p r e s s io n  t h a t  p r o j e c t e d  
h im  i n t o  th e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  th e  R e v o lu t io n a ry  s t r u g g l e ,  an d  h e  s t a t e d  
i t s  o r i g i n s  and g o a ls  w i th  g r e a t e r  c l a r i t y  an d  e lo q u e n c e  th a n  d id  any  
o t h e r s . T h e re  i s  no d o u b t t h a t  h i s  w ords i n s p i r e d  many o f  h i s  c o n ­
te m p o r a r ie s  and  e l e v a t e d  th e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h i s  s t r u g g l e  to  a  h ig h e r  
p la n e  th a n  th e  p u rp o s e s  o f  many who e n t e r e d  i t  f o r  l e s s  n o b le  r e a s o n s  
th a n  h i s .  He was th e  p r o p a g a n d iz e r , and  su c h  h e  c o n t in u e d  to  be 
th ro u g h o u t l i f e .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e  h e  w as a  t r u e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w hose
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l e a d e r s h ip  was m ore d e c i s i v e  i n  th e  lo n g  r u n  t h a t  t h a t  o f  th e  m i l i ­
t a r y  com m anders and  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  f u n c t i o n a r i e s .  I t  i s  a l s o  
t r u e  t h a t  h i s  w ords h e lp e d  to  s t a b i l i z e  th e  d e t e r m in a t io n  o f  th e  
p e o p le  and  to  d e v e lo p  th e  c o n s e n s u s  w i th o u t  w h ich  t h e  s t r u g g l e  w ou ld  
h a v e  f a i l e d .  j-
T h u s , J e f f e r s o n ,  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  h e lp e d  g iv e  le g i t im a c y  to  
th e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  and  aw akened th e  m asses  to  a  c o n s c io u s n e s s
o f  i n j u s t i c e ,  l i n k i n g  th e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  movement w i th  th e  p e o p le
47
i n  th e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  th e  r i g h t s  h e  i n s i s t e d  w ere  t h e i r s ,  j u s t  as  he
h a d  e a r l i e r  h e lp e d  e s t a b l i s h  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n s e n su s  among th e  l e a d e r s
48o f  th e  i n t e r e s t  g ro u p s  s u p p o r t in g  th e  m ovem ent.
I t  may b e  t r u e ,  as  C ran e  B r in to n  s a y s ,  t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n s  ch an g e
49
m e n 's  m inds m ore th a n  th e y  ch an g e  m e n 's  h a b i t s ,  and  i t  was m e n 's  
m inds t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  so u g h t t o  c h a n g e , c o n f id e n t  t h a t  a  ch an g e  i n  
t h e i r  b e h a v io r  w ou ld  fo l lo w . N ot o n ly  w as h e  a  l e a d e r  i n  th e  
p o l i t i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n  by  means o f  w h ich  th e  c o lo n ie s  a t t a i n e d  t h e i r  
in d e p e n d e n c e ; h e  w as a l s o  a  r e v o l u t i o n i s t  o f  th e  f i r s t  o r d e r  i n  th e  
f i e l d s  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  law , and  c h u r c h - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s ,  a s  we h a v e  s e e n .  
The ch an g e s  w h ich  h e  a d v o c a te d  an d  a c t i v e l y  p rom oted  w ere  d e s ig n e d  to  
r e v o l u t i o n i z e  th e  w h o le  sp e c tru m  o f  A m erican  l i f e - - a g a i n ,  n o t  a b r u p t l y ,
^ R o y  C. M a c r id i s ,  The S tu d y  o f  C o m p a ra tiv e  G overnm ent (New 
Y ork : Random H o u se , 1 9 6 2 ), p .  53 .
A O
See D av id  W i l i e r  and  G eorge K. Z o l l s c h a n ,  "P ro leg o m en o n  
to  a  T h eo ry  o f  R e v o lu t io n s ,"  i n  Z o l ls c h a n  and  H ir s c h  ( e d s . ) ,  o p . 
c i t . ,  p p . 1 2 5 -5 0 .
^ T h e  Anatomy o f  R e v o lu t io n  (New Y ork : V in ta g e  B ooks,
1 9 5 9 ) , p .  261 .
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b u t  g r a d u a l l y ,  p r e s e r v in g  fro m  th e  o ld  t h a t  w h ich  h e  f e l t  t o  b e  
d e s i r a b l e  an d  c h a n g in g  t h a t  w h ich  h e  f e l t  to  b e  o b j e c t i o n a b l e .
He was n o t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  same ty p e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a s  th o s e  
who s o u g h t to  o v e r tu r n  c o m p le te  s o c i a l  s y s te m s ,  n o r  w ere  th e  o th e r  
l e a d e r s  o f  th e  A m erica it R e v o lu t io n .  S o c i a l ,  econom ic and  p o l i t i c a l  
ch an g e s  r e s u l t e d  fro m  t h i s  s t r u g g l e ,  and  many o f  them  w ere  o f  f a r -  
r e a c h in g  im p o r ta n c e ,  su ch  a s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  " b ro u g h t i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  
f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  i n  m odern h i s t o r y  a  r e p u b l i c a n  fo rm  o f  g o v ern m en t 
i n  a  l a r g e  n a t i o n . B u t  i t  m u s t n o t  b e  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  t h e  j u s t i f i ­
c a t i o n  o f  th e  R e v o lu t io n  was th e  c l a im  o f  A m erican s  to  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  
r i g h t s  o f  s e l f -g o v e rn m e n t  and freed o m  fro m  a r b i t r a r y  and  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  
p o w e r - -a  v e r y  E n g l is h  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o r i g i n a l l y  p ro p o se d  by an  E n g l i s h ­
man to  v i n d i c a t e  a n  E n g l is h  r e v o l u t i o n  a lm o s t  a  h u n d re d  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  
S t i l l ,  i t  m u st b e  rem em bered t h a t  th e s e  " E n g l is h "  r i g h t s  w e re  th o s e  
n o t  y e t  e n jo y e d  b y  th e  p e o p le  o f  G re a t  B r i t a i n ,  and  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  as  
a  r e v o l u t i o n i s t  p e r c e iv e d  and  e x p r e s s e d  th e s e  r i g h t s  b e t t e r  th a n  h i s  
c o n te m p o r a r i e s - - a n d ,  in d e e d ,  w e n t f a r  b ey o n d  th em , p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  p e o p le .  I t  w as i n  th e  a r e a  o f  
dem ocracy  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  was m o s t d e c id e d ly  th e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y .
A lth o u g h  D a n ie l  B o o r s t i n ,  C l in to n  R o s s i t e r ,  and a  num ber o f  o th e r  
h i s t o r i a n s  h av e  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  ad v an c ed  th e  v iew  t h a t  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  
a b o u t t h e  A m erican  R e v o lu t io n  w h ich  w as d e m o c ra t ic ,  M e r r i l l  J e n s e n  
c o r r e c t l y  ta k e s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  " i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  p a ra d o x e s  in v o lv e d  
one may s t i l l  m a in ta in  t h a t  t h e  R e v o lu t io n  was e s s e n t i a l l y ,  th o u g h
soA ld en , 0 £ .  c i t . ,  p .  268 .
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r e l a t i v e l y ,  a  d e m o c ra tic  movement . . . an d  t h a t  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
. . . la y  i n  i t s  te n d e n c y  to  e l e v a t e  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and  econom ic s t a t u s  
o f  t h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  p e o p l e . " 3 ^ I t  was h e r e  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  was th e  
spokesm an suprem e f o r  th e  k in d  o f  r i g h t s  w h ich  w ere  n o t  y e t  E n g l i s h .  
"T he f i r s t  p r i n c i p l e  o f  r e p u b l i c a n i s m ,"  h e  s a i d ,  " i s ,  t h a t  th e  le x  
ma j o r i s  p a r t i s . i-s th e  fu n d a m e n ta l law  o f  e v e ry  s o c i e t y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  
o f  e q u a l  p a r t s ;  to  c o n s id e r  th e  w i l l  o f  s o c i e t y  en o u n ced  by  th e  
m a j o r i t y  . . .  a s  s a c r e d  . . .  i s  th e  f i r s t  o f  a l l  l e s s o n s  o f  im p o r­
t a n c e " — th o u g h  i n  m ost o f  th e  w o r ld  h e  saw th e  d e m o c ra tic  r i g h t s  o f
th e  p e o p le  f r u s t r a t e d  b y  " th e  b l i n d s  o f  b i g o t r y ,  t h e  s h a c k le s  o f  t h e
52p r i e s t h o o d ,  an d  th e  f a s c i n a t i n g  g l a r e  o f  r a n k  and  w e a l t h . "  I n  
h i s  f i r s t  in a u g u r a l  a d d r e s s  h e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  " th o u g h  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  
m a jo r i t y  i s  i n  a l l  c a s e s  to  p r e v a i l ,  t h a t  w i l l ,  to  b e  r i g h t f u l ,  m u st 
be  r e a s o n a b le  . . . t h e  m in o r i ty  p o s s e s s  t h e i r  e q u a l  r i g h t s ,  w h ich
53e q u a l  law s m u st p r o t e c t ,  and to  v i o l a t e  w h ic h  w ould  b e  o p p r e s s io n ."
Few o f  h i s  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  c o n c e p tu a l iz e d  so  w e l l ,  o r  p h ra s e d  
so  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  o r  fo u g h t  f o r  so  t i r e l e s s l y ,  th e  d e m o c ra tic  r i g h t s  o f  
th e  p e o p le  a s  d id  J e f f e r s o n .  W a sh in g to n , Adam s, H a m ilto n , and  o th e r s  
so  im p o r ta n t  d u r in g  th e  R e v o lu t io n a ry  an d  p o s t - R e v o lu t io n a r y  p e r io d s  
h a d  f a r  to o  l i t t l e  c o n f id e n c e  i n  th e  p e o p le  to  b e  c a l l e d  d e m o c ra ts  
i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  w a s - -a n d  e v e n  h e  r e c o g n iz e d  c l e a r l y  th e
3 H l e r r i l l  J e n s e n ,  "D em ocracy and  th e  A m erican  R e v o lu t io n ,"  i n
W ahlke ( e d . ) ,  o £ . c i t . ,  p p . 7 1 -7 2 .
“̂ L ip sco m b  and  B e rg h , XV, 127.
53I b i d . , I I I ,  318 .
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n e c e s s i t y  f o r  th e  p e o p le  t o  b e  e d u c a te d  i f  th e y  w e re  to  b e  c a p a b le
o f  g o v e rn in g  th e m s e lv e s .
J e f f e r s o n ,  th o u g h  f a r  m ore t h e  r e v o l u t i o n i s t - - t h a t  i s ,  th e
b e l i e v e r  i n  r a t h e r  su d d en  and  sw eep in g  c h a n g e - - th a n  h i s  c o n te m p o r a r i e s ,
was n o t  th e  e r r a t i c  d e m o c ra tic  f i r e b r a n d  t h a t  some h a v e  p i c t u r e d  h im
to  b e .  I n  s p i t e  o f  th e  r a s h n e s s  t o  b e  fo u n d  i n  some o f  h i s  p r i v a t e
l e t t e r s ,  h e  h a d  few  i l l u s i o n s  a b o u t w h a t th e  R e v o lu t io n a ry  s t r u g g l e
w ould  a c c o m p lis h . B e fo re  i t  h a d  e n d e d , h e  s a i d :
From th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  t h i s  w ar we s h a l l  b e  g o in g  down 
h i l l .  I t  w i l l  n o t  th e n  b e  n e c e s s a r y  to  r e s o r t  e v e ry  moment 
to  th e  p e o p le  f o r  s u p p o r t .  They w i l l  b e  f o r g o t t e n ,  t h e r e ­
f o r e ,  and  t h e i r  r i g h t s  d i s r e g a r d e d .  They w i l l  f o r g e t  them - 
„ .s e lv e s  . . . .  The s h a c k le s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w h ich  s h a l l  n o t  b e  
kn o ck ed  o f f  a t  th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  t h i s  w a r , w i l l  rem aift on 
u s  lo n g  . . . .- ’4
W hat b e t t e r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  c o u ld  be  fo u n d  f o r  n e e d e d  su d d en  and  sw eep­
in g  c h a n g e s  w h i le  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  was a t  han d ?  He may t h e r e f o r e  
p r o p e r ly  b e  c a l l e d  a  r a d i c a l  b y  c o m p a riso n  w i th  m o s t o f  h i s  co n tem ­
p o r a r i e s ;  f o r ,  among o th e r  t h i n g s ,  t h e  d e m o c ra t ic  ch an g e s  h e  a d v o ­
c a t e d  w ou ld  in d e e d  e v e n t u a l l y  sweep away th e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  s t r u c t u r e
55w hich  h a d  e n a b le d  h im  to  g a in  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  th e  pow er e l i t e ,  an  
end  h e  c o n s c io u s ly  so u g h t b u t  one w h ich  few  among th e  V i r g i n i a  R evo­
l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r s h ip  d e s i r e d .
A lw ays, i n  th e  f i n a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  a  p r a c t i c a l  i d e a l i s t ,  h e  
m ig h t w e l l  b e  c a l l e d  a  r a t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n i s t .
54 I b i d . , I I ,  22 5 .
■’“’B o o r s t in ,  The A m ericans: The C o lo n ia l  E x p e r ie n c e , p .  143.
J e f f e r s o n  a s  P o l i t i c i a n
I f  p o l i t i c s  may b e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  t h e  a r t  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e ,  
th e n  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  p o l i t i c i a n  m u st b e  a n  e x c e e d in g ly  p r a c t i c a l  man. 
T h a t J e f f e r s o n  w as an  i d e a l i s t  few  w i l l  d en y ; t h a t  h e  was an  e m in e n tly  
s u c c e s s f u l  p o l i t i c i a n  n o n e  c a n  d o u b t .  The em ergence  o f  th e  p h i l o s o ­
p h e r  o f  th e  R e v o lu t io n ,  o f t e n  s p e a k in g  i n  h ig h ly  e lo q u e n t  i f  h ig h ly  
g e n e r a l i z e d  te r m s ,  as  th e  l e a d e r  o f  a  b r o a d ly - b a s e d  p o p u la r  p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t y  in v o lv e s  one o f  t h e  m ost s t r i k i n g  and  f a s c i n a t i n g  a s p e c t s  o f  
J e f f e r s o n i a n  s tu d y .  O r i g i n a l l y  u n c o n v in c e d  o f  th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  h e  came a t  l a s t  t o  v iew  them  a s  th e  hope o f  
d em o cracy , and  i n  a  s u r p r i s i n g l y  s h o r t  tim e  le d  h i s  c o -w o rk e rs  to
a c h ie v e  na  n e a r  m odel o f  r e s p o n s i b l e  d e m o c ra tic  p a r t y  governm en t i n
56
o f f i c e . "
As W ill ia m  N is b e t  Cham bers h a s  o b s e rv e d :
The p ro b lem s o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  r e p u b l i c  and. o f  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  p a r t y  o v e r la p p e d ,  and  i n  a  s e n s e  th e y  a l l
in v o lv e d  th e  p r a c t i c a l  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  and
d e m o c ra tic  p ro m ise  o f  th e  D e c la r a t i o n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e .
The f i r s t  t a s k  was t o  f i x  w o rk a b le  p a t t e r n s  o f  l e g i t i ­
macy and  a u t h o r i t y  i n  th e  new p o l i t y ,  u n d e r  w h ich  th e  
c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t s  and  o p in io n s  c o u ld  go on w i t h i n  
a  l a r g e r  n a t i o n a l  u n i t y . 57
I t  i s  one o f  t h e  im p re s s iv e  f a c t s  o f  o u r  h i s t o r y  t h a t  th e  man
who w ro te  th e  D e c la r a t i o n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e  w as a l s o  th e  fo u n d e r  and
le a d e r  o f  th e  f i r s t  o p p o s i t i o n  p a r t y ,  an  a cc o m p lish m en t w h ich  i n  th e  
lo n g  r u n  gave  le g i t im a c y  to  a  s y s te m  o f  f r e e  c h o ic e  v i a  w h ich  th e
-^C ham bers, oj>. c i t . , p .  1 1 .
~^I b i d . , p p .  1 0 - 1 1 .
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p e o p le  m ig h t e x p re s s  t h e  w i l l  o f  th e  m a jo r i t y  i n  a  p l u r a l  s o c i e t y .
I t  w a s , o f  c o u r s e ,  th e  d i f f e r i n g  v ie w s  o f  w h ich  H a m ilto n  and
J e f f e r s o n  w e re  th e  spokesm en w h ic h  le d  t o  t h e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  c o n t e s t i n g
p a r t i e s ,  an d  H a m ilto n  w as no l e s s  th e  fo u n d e r  o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y
58
th a n  was J e f f e r s o n .  W ash in g to n  h im s e l f ,  a l th o u g h  d i s a p p r o v in g  o f
p a r t i e s ,  cam e e v e n t u a l l y  to  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c s ,  and
b y  1793, w hen J e f f e r s o n  r e s ig n e d  h i s  c a b i n e t  p o s t ,  s o u g h t a d v ic e
a lm o s t e n t i r e l y  from  a  c o t e r i e  o f  F e d e r a l i s t - m in d e d  l e a d e r s .  " A c t iv e
l e a d e r s h ip "  and  a  " f r e e l y  r e c r u i t e d  f o l l o w i n g ,"  as. Max W eber o b s e rv e d ,
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" a r e  th e  n e c e s s a r y  e le m e n ts  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  any  p a r t y , "  and  H a m ilto n  
p ro v id e d  t h i s  l e a d e r s h ip  f o r  t h o s e  whom h e  r e c r u i t e d  a s  s u p p o r te r s  o f  
th e  F e d e r a l i s t  p a r t y ,  w h ile  a t  t h e  same t im e ,  by h i s  a t t a c k s  on J e f f e r ­
s o n ,  he  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  l a t t e r  a s  th e  sym bol o f  o p p o s i t i o n  to  H am il-
60
to n ia n  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  p o l i c i e s .
I n  1792 J e f f e r s o n  an n o u n ced  w hat h e  c a l l e d  h i s  " C a th o l ic  p r i n ­
c i p l e  o f  r e p u b l ic a n is m "  a s  f o l lo w s :
We c e r t a i n l y  c a n n o t deny  to  o th e r  n a t io n s  t h a t  p r i n c i p l e  
w h ereo n  o u r gov ern m en t i s  fo u n d e d , t h a t  e v e ry  n a t i o n  h a s  a  
r i g h t  t o  g o v e rn  i t s e l f  i n t e r n a l l y  u n d e r  w h a te v e r  fo rm s i t  
p l e a s e s ,  and to  ch an g e  th e s e  form s a t  i t s  own w i l l  . . . .
The o n ly  th in g  e s s e n t i a l  i s  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  n a t i o n . 61
H is  s ta te m e n t  " th e  w i l l  o f  th e  n a t io n "  im p l ie d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  th e
w i l l  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  and  he  may h a v e  had  i n  m ind t h i s  s ta te m e n t  a s  th e
~̂ I b i d . , p .  1 6 .
~̂ I b i d . , p .  4 5 .
^^Malone, J e f f e r s o n  and th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man, p .  477 .
£ I
Lipscomb and Bergh, IX , 7 -8 .
f o u n d a t io n  upon  w h ic h  an  o p p o s i t i o n  p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  w ou ld  b e  e r e c t e d .  
A f te r  l e a v in g  t h e  C a b in e t ,  h e  made no s e c r e t  o f  h i s  f e e l i n g  t h a t  
"w h ere  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  a s  s u b s t a n t i a l  an d  a s  s t r o n g l y  
p ro n o u n c e d  as  b e tw e e n  th e  r e p u b l i c a n s  an d  th e  M o n o c ra ts  o f  o u r  coun ­
t r y ,  I  h o ld  i t  h o n o r a b le  t o  t a k e  a  f i rm  a n d  d e c id e d  p a r t ,  and  a s
im m oral to  p u rs u e  a  m id d le  l i n e ,  a s  b e tw e e n  p a r t i e s  o f  h o n e s t  men
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an d  ro g u e s  . . . From t h i s  tim e  o n ,  h e  w ro te  num erous l e t t e r s
to  th o s e  who sy m p a th iz e d  w i th  h i s  v ie w s , c r y s t a l l i z i n g  th e  a n t i -
63F e d e r a l i s t  s e n t im e n t  a ro u n d  h im s e l f  a s  o p p o s i t i o n  l e a d e r .  F i n a l l y ,  
i n  1797 , h e  f u l l y  a c c e p te d  t h e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  th e  now im p o r ta n t  oppo­
s i t i o n  p a r t y — an  a c t i o n  h e  j u s t i f i e d  on p a t r i o t i c  an d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  
g ro u n d s - -a n d  from  t h a t  d a te  fo rw a rd  " p a r t i s a n s h i p  . . . e n t e r e d  in t o
h i s  p o l i t i c a l  ju d g m e n ts  and c o lo r e d  h i s  a c t i o n s  to  a  d e g re e  w h ich
64w as u n p a r a l l e l e d  i n  h i s  e a r l i e r  p u b l ic  s e r v i c e . "  A lth o u g h  a s  V ice  
P r e s i d e n t  h e  c o u ld  n o t  a c t  o p e n ly ,  he c o n t in u e d  to  s t r u c t u r e  t h e  p a r t y  
f o r  t h e  f a t e f u l  e l e c t i o n  o f  1 8 0 0 , and by  m eans o f  th e  K en tu ck y  R eso ­
l u t i o n s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  he d rew  d ra m a tic  a t t e n t i o n  to  w h a t h e  saw as  
th e  e v i l s  o f  F e d e r a l i s t  p o l i c i e s  and p r i n c i p l e s  w i th o u t  o v e r t l y  
a t t a c k i n g  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  w hich  h e  was a  p a r t .  By cam p aig n  
t im e ,  h e  h ad  o r g a n iz e d  a  w e l l - d i s c i p l i n e d  and  e f f e c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t y  w h ic h  p r o v id e d  th e  m eans t o  g a in  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  th e  p r e s id e n c y .
® ^Ford, W r i t i n g s , V I I ,  4 3 .
/ I Q
See M a lo n e , J e f f e r s o n  and th e  O rd e a l o f  L i b e r t y , c h a p .  
X V I-X V III; a l s o  S c h a c h n e r , _o|>. c i t . , I I ,  c h a p . 3 9 -4 1 .
^ ^ la lo n e ,  J e f f e r s o n  and th e  O rdeal o f  L ib e r t y , p . 3 34 .
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I t  a p p e a r s  c l e a r  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n 's  p r im a ry  m o t iv a t io n  w as to  
s a v e  th e  n a t i o n  h e  h ad  h e lp e d  fo u n d . E v er s in c e  h i s  r e t u r n  fro m  
F ra n c e  i n  1789 , h e  h ad  becom e in c r e a s i n g l y  a g i t a t e d  o v e r  th e  undem o­
c r a t i c  t e n d e n c ie s  o f  th e  p a r t y  i n  p o w er, and  h e  was d o u b t l e s s  h o n e s t  
b o th  i n  h i s  d e s i r e  n o t  to  e n t e r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a  an d  i n  h i s  
d e t e r m in a t io n  to  u n s e a t  th e  F e d e r a l i s t s  and  r e - d i r e c t  th e  n a t i o n  on 
th e  d e m o c ra tic  c o u r s e  h e  h a d  b e e n  su ch  a  f o r m a t iv e  i n f l u e n c e  i n  
d e s ig n in g  f o r  i t .  The p a r t y  h e  h e lp e d  o r g a n iz e  and  o f  w h ich  h e  w as 
th e  m o st im p o r ta n t  l e a d e r  w as a  b r o a d ly - b a s e d  one o f  w id e  a p p e a l  to  
th e  p e o p le ,  who to  h im  w ere  th e  r i g h t f u l  d e c is io n -m a k e rs  i n  a  demo­
c r a t i c  r e p u b l i c .
By e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  o p p o s i t i o n  p a r t y  a s  a  v i a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  
f o r c e ,  h e  c o n t r i b u t e d  a  v i t a l  s e r v i c e  to  an  o r d e r l y  and  s t a b l e  n a t i o n a l  
l i f e .  As Cham bers p o in t s  o u t ,  p a r t i e s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  to  s t r u c t u r e  a  
r e l a t i v e l y  d u r a b le  and  r e g u l a r i z e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n  l e a d e r s  and  
f o l l o w e r s ;  and  to  p ro v id e  c o n t in u in g  p ro c e d u re s  f o r  p e r fo rm in g  p o l i t i ­
c a l  f u n c t io n s  su ch  a s  n o m in a tin g  c a n d id a te s  and  cam p a ig n in g  f o r  v o t e s ,  
th e r e b y  m o b i l i z in g  g ro u p  i n t e r e s t s  and  p u b l i c  o p in io n s ,  and  g iv in g  a  
v o ic e  t o  c o m p e tin g  i n t e r e s t  g ro u p s .
T hrough  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  J e f f e r s o n  and  h i s  f o l l o w e r s ,  t h e  New 
Y o r k - V irg in ia  a l l i a n c e  becam e th e  a x i s  o f  R e p u b l ic a n  e l e c t o r a l  
s t r e n g t h ,  w i th  l o c a l  cad rem en  and a c t i v i s t s  s e t t i n g  up a  g r a s s - r o o t s  
p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n iz a t i o n  w h ich  soon  e x te n d e d  i n t o  o th e r  s t a t e s .  R a l l i e s  
w e re  h e l d  i n  num erous l o c a l i t i e s  and  th e  l i n e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  b a t t l e
£ c
C ham bers, op . c i t . , pp. 4 5 -4 8 .
327
w ere  d raw n . S u p p o r t c r y s t a l l i z e d  a ro u n d  J e f f e r s o n ,  i n  w hose p e r s o n ­
a l i t y  t h e r e  "was a s  l i t t l e  d ram a and u rg e n c y  a s  t h e r e  was i n  h i s
p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e , "  b u t  who " p o s s e s s e d  a  c u r io u s  m a g ic"  t h a t  d rew  men 
66t o  h im . The c o n t r a s t  b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t i e s ,  h o w e v e r, was d r a m a t ic :
T he F e d e r a l i s t  te n d e n c y ,  h i s t o r i c i s t ,  l e g a l i s t i c ,  h i e r ­
a r c h i c a l ,  t h e i s t i c  and A n g lic a n ,  an d  a r i s t o c r a t i c ,  r a n  b a c k  
to  t h e  E n g l is h  f e u d a l  t r a d i t i o n .  The R e p u b l ic a n 1s id e o ­
l o g i c a l  b e n t ,  n o n c o n fo rm is t  o r  D e i s t i c ,  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c ,  
a n t i - h i e r a r c h i c a l ,  r o m a n t ic  and a n t i - h i s t o r i c a l  som etim es 
. e v e n  t o  th e  p o i n t  o f  U to p ia n is m , an d  d e m o c ra t ic ,  f lo w ed  
fro m  one a s p e c t  o f  P u r i t a n i s m  and  fro m  th e  E n l ig h te n m e n t .
I t s  g r e a t  p h i lo s o p h e r  w as Jo h n  L o ck e , and  i t s  A m erican  
e x e m p la r  was J e f f e r s o n  . . . .67
C a r e f u l  p la n n in g  f o r  th e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1800 c h a r a c t e r i z e d  R epub­
l i c a n  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  m onths b e f o r e  th e  cam p aig n . J e f f e r s o n  i n s i s t e d
t h a t  f o r  s u c c e s s  " t h e  e n g in e  i s  th e  p r e s s "  and a d v o c a te d  t h a t  " e v e ry
68man l a y  h i s  p u r s e  and  pen  u n d e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n , "  a l th o u g h ,  as  we h a v e  
s e e n ,  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t  n e w sp a p e rs  a t t a c k e d  him  v i c i o u s l y .  B u t a p p e a l  
to  th e  p e o p le  v i a  t h e  p r e s s  w as n o t  e n o u g h , and  th e  c a r e f u l  o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n  an d  p la n n in g  o f  th e  R e p u b lic a n s  b ro u g h t t h e  i s s u e s  t o  th e  
f o r e  th ro u g h  r a l l i e s ,  p ro p a g a n d a , c o n v e n t io n s ,  c a u c u s e s ,  c o m m itte e s , 
and  " c e l e b r a t i o n s . "  The overw h elm in g  R e p u b lic a n  v i c t o r y  w as a  v i n ­
d i c a t i o n  o f  m a jo r i t y  r u l e ,  and  th e  p e a c e f u l  t r a n s f e r  o f  pow er from
th e  F e d e r a l i s t s  t o  th e  R e p u b lic a n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  m a jo r s t e p  to w ard
69f u l l  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  r a t i o n a l  l e g i t i m a c y .
66I b i d . , p .  59 .
^ I b i d . , p .  92 .
^®Lipscomb and  B e rg h , X, 33 4 .
^ C ham bers, op . c i t . , p .  168 .
328
J e f f e r s o n  sp o k e  o f  h i s  e l e c t i o n  a s  " th e  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1800" 
an d  s e t  a b o u t ,  a s  a  s t r o n g  e x e c u t iv e ,  t o  f u l f i l l  th e  m a n d a te  o f  th e  
p e o p le ,  m a in ta in in g  a  c l o s e  and  s u c c e s s f u l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  Con­
g r e s s ,  s e e k in g  c o h e s io n  b y  means o f  th e  c a u c u s ,  th e  s p e a k e r s h ip ,  th e
c o m m itte e s , an d  f l o o r  l e a d e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  in fo rm a l  c o n n e c t io n s  w i th
70th e  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  whom h e  c o n f e r r e d  w i th  r e g u l a r l y .  H is  l e a d e r s h ip  
was e f f i c i e n t  and  e f f e c t i v e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r in g  h i s  f i r s t  te rm .
He was a  man who u n d e r s to o d  p o l i t i c s  e m in e n tly  w e l l .  S t r i v ­
in g  f o r  n a t i o n a l  c o n s e n s u s ,  he  so u g h t t o  r e a s s u r e  th e  m o d e ra te s  and  
to  a l l a y  th e  p a s s io n s  w h ich  th e  b i t t e r  cam paign  h ad  e x c i t e d .  "We
a r e  a l l  R e p u b l ic a n s ,  we a r e  a l l  F e d e r a l i s t s , "  h e  d e c l a r e d  i n  h i s
71F i r s t  I n a u g u r a l  A d d re s s .
I n  o f f i c e  h e  s o u g h t th e  s u p p o r t  o f  a l l  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  popu ­
l a t i o n ,  ev en  th e  m e r c a n t i l e  i n t e r e s t s ;  h e  a c t e d  c a u t i o u s l y  to  undo 
t h e  F e d e r a l i s t  i n n o v a t io n s ,  m oving q u ic k ly  i n  th e  c a s e  o f  t h e  A l ie n  
and  S e d i t io n  A c ts  b u t  n e v e r  d e s t r o y in g  th e  H a m ilto n ia n  b a n k . He 
so u g h t t o  make r e a l  th e  g u a ra n te e s  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a s  h e  u n d e r ­
s to o d  them  and  above a l l  to  i n s u r e  th e  r i g h t s  o f  th e  p e o p l e ,  g e n e r a l l y  
d e m o n s tra t in g  an  e x c e e d in g ly  h ig h  s e n s e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
The re m a rk a b le  c o n se n su s  h e  a c h ie v e d  among th e  p e o p le  w as r e f l e c t e d
i n  th e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1804 , when th e  R e p u b lic a n s  won 162 o f  th e  e l e c t o r a l
72
v o te s  and  th e  F e d e r a l i s t s  o n ly  1 4 . I f  h i s  seco n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was
70I b i d . , pp. 1 7 0 -7 2 .
7^Lipscomb and Bergh, I I I ,  319 .
72Chambers, o £ .  c i t . , pp. 1 8 2 -8 3 .
l e s s  s u c c e s s f u l  th a n  h i s  f i r s t ,  a s  in d e e d  i t  w a s , i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
t e n s i o n s  and  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  w ar w ere  to  b la m e , a lo n g  w i th  t h e  f a t e f u l  
em bargo h e  s o u g h t t o  em ploy a s  a  m eans t o  a v o id  e m b ro i l in g  th e  n a t i o n  
i n  th e  s t r u g g l e  b e tw e e n  E u ro p e a n  p o w ers . Even s o ,  th e  c o n t in u e d  
s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  p r i n c i p l e s  a s  em bodied i n  t h e  a d m in i s t r a ­
t i o n s  o f  M ad iso n  and  M onroe g iv e  a d e q u a te  te s t im o n y  to  th e  b ro a d  
a p p e a l  o f  th e  p o p u la r  p a r t y  h e  h a d  h e lp e d  fo u n d  and  w h ich  h e  so  
e f f e c t i v e l y  l e d .
As one. o f  t h e  m o s t s u c c e s s f u l  p o l i t i c i a n s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  h i s ­
t o r y ,  J e f f e r s o n  w ou ld  no lo n g e r  b e  known o n ly  as  th e  i d e a l i s t  and  
th e  d i s c i p l e  o f  r a t i o n a l i s m  and  s c ie n c e .  He h ad  p ro v e n  h i m s e l f ,  
m a g n i f i c e n t ly ,  a s  th e  a c t i v i s t  and  p r a c t i c a l  man o f  a f f a i r s .
J e f f e r s o n  a s  S o c ia l  T h in k e r  and  P la n n e r
The c o n f id e n t  h y p o th e s e s  w h ich  u n d e r la y  J e f f e r s o n 's  th in k in g  
w e re  b a s e d  on th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  and  n a t u r a l  la w . The 
s p e c ie s  "man" was to  b e  u n d e r s to o d  i n  t h e  c o n te x t  o f  n a t u r e ,  n o t  i n  
t h e  c o n te x t  o f  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  w h ich  w ere  b u t  im p e r f e c t  human 
in v e n t io n s .  The o b j e c t i v e  o f  J e f f e r s o n i a n  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  was t h e r e ­
f o r e  n o t  t o  w ork  o u t  a  b l u e p r i n t  f o r  s o c i e t y  b u t  to  d i s c o v e r  th e  p la n  
i m p l i c i t  i n  n a t u r e .  The r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a n 's  h i g h e s t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
w as to  o c c u r  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  th e  n a t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  s p e c i e s .  
I t  was th u s  th e  n a t u r a l  law s o f  s o c i e t y  w h ich  men m ust d i s c o v e r  and 
u n d e r  w h ich  th e y  m u st l i v e  i f  t h e i r  p u r s u i t  o f  h a p p in e s s  was to  
p ro v e  s u c c e s s f u l - - f o l l o w i n g  " th o s e  m o ra l r u l e s  w h ich  th e  A u th o r 
o f  o u r n a t u r e  h a s  im p la n te d  i n  man as t h e  law  o f  h i s  n a t u r e ,  to  g o v e rn
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73h im  i n  h i s  a s s o c i a t e d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n d i v i d u a l  c h a r a c t e r  . . . . "
"Man w as d e s t i n e d  f o r  s o c i e t y , "  J e f f e r s o n  d e c l a r e d .
He w as endow ed w i t h  a  s e n s e  o f  r i g h t  an d  w ro n g , m e re ly  
r e l a t i v e  t o  t h i s . T h is  s e n s e  i s  a s  m uch a  p a r t  o f  h i s  
n a t u r e ,  as t h e  s e n s e  o f  h e a r i n g ,  s e e i n g ,  f e e l i n g ;  i t  i s  
t h e  t r u e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  m o r a l i t y . 74
J e f f e r s o n  c o n s id e r e d  h i s  a p p ro a c h  t o  b e  m a t e r i a l i s t i c .  A 
m o ra l  s e n s e ,  m ade n e c e s s a r y  b y  t h e  dem ands o f  s o c i a l  l i v i n g ,  w as 
im p la n te d  i n  man b y  a n  a l l - w i s e  C r e a t o r .  T h i s  tfa s  n o t  t h e o l o g i c a l  
o r  m e ta p h y s ic a l  r e a s o n i n g ,  f o r  t h e
. . . m o ra l  s e n s e ,  o r  c o n s c i e n c e ,  i s  a s  much a  p a r t  o f  
man a s  h i s  a rm  o r  l e g .  I t  i s  g iv e n  to  a l l  human b e i n g s  i n  
a  s t r o n g e r  o r  w e a k e r  d e g r e e ,  a s  f o r c e  o f  mem bers i s  g iv e n  
th em  i n  a  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  d e g r e e .  I t  may b e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  
b y  e x e r c i s e ,  a s  may a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  l im b  o f  t h e  b o d y . T h is  
s e n s e  i s  s u b m i t t e d ,  in d e e d ,  i n  some d e g r e e ,  t o  t h e  g u id a n c e  
o f  r e a s o n ;  b u t  i t  i s  a  s m a l l  s to c k  w h ic h  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  
t h i s  . . .  .7 5
On a n o t h e r  o c c a s io n  h e  s t a t e d  t h i s  c o n c e p t  som ew hat d i f f e r e n t l y ,
s a y in g  " N a tu r e  h a t h  im p la n te d  i n  o u r  b r e a s t s  a  lo v e  o f  o t h e r s ,  a  s e n s e
76o f  d u ty  to  th e m , a  m o ra l i n s t i n c t ,  i n  s h o r t  . . . . "  T h e s e  w e re  
s o c i a l  v i r t u e s  w i t h o u t  w h ic h  c o r p o r a t e  l i f e  w as i m p o s s i b l e .  "T he 
C r e a t o r  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a  b u n g l in g  a r t i s t , "  h e  c o n t in u e d ,  " h a d  h e  
in t e n d e d  man f o r  a  s o c i a l  a n im a l ,  w i th o u t  p l a n t i n g  i n  h im  s o c i a l  
d i s p o s i t i o n s . "  H ow ever, i t  i s  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  " t r u e  th e y  a r e  n o t  
p l a n t e d  i n  e v e r y  m an, b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  no  r u l e  w i th o u t  e x c e p t io n s  . . . . "
^ K o c h  a n d  P e d e n , p .  3 4 5 .
74]joyd , X I I ,  15 .
7 5I b i d .
76;Lipscomb and B ergh , XIV, 1 41 .
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F o r  ex am p le , "som e men a r e  b o rn  w i th o u t  o rg a n s  o f  s i g h t ,  o r  o f  h e a r ­
in g ,  o r  w i th o u t  h a n d s . Y e t i s  w ou ld  b e  w rong to  s a y  t h a t  man i s
« 7 7
born, w i th o u t  t h e s e  f a c u l t i e s  . . •.
When t h e  m o ra l s e n s e  i s  l a c k in g  i n  i n d i v i d u a l s ,
. . . w e e n d e a v o r  to  s u p p ly  t h e  d e f e c t  b y  e d u c a t io n ,  
b y  a p p e a ls  t o  r e a s o n  and c a l c u l a t i o n ,  by p r e s e n t i n g  to  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  so  u n h a p p i ly  co n fo rm e d , o th e r  m o tiv e s  to  
do good an d  to  eschew  e v i l ,  s u c h  a s  th e  lo v e ,  o r  th e  
h a t r e d ,  o r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  th o s e  among whom h e  l i v e s ,  and 
w hose s o c i e t y  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  h i s  h a p p in e s s  and  ev en  
e x i s t e n c e  „ . . , 7®
H ere  J e f f e r s o n  s u g g e s ts  t h e  r o l e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  to  p l a y  i n  
o r d e r  t o  e f f e c t  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  n e c e s s a r y  i n  human s o c i e t y .  He 
s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  d e v o id  o f  t h e  m o ra l s e n s e  m u s t b e  p r e s e n te d
. . . d e m o n s t r a t io n s  b y  sou n d  c a l c u l a t i o n  t h a t  
h o n e s ty  p ro m o te s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  lo n g  ru n ; th e  re w a rd s  
and  p e n a l t i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  th e  la w s ; and u l t i m a t e l y  
t h e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  a  f u t u r e  s t a t e  o f  r e t r i b u t i o n  f o r  th e  
e v i l  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  good done w h i le  h e r e .  T h e se  a r e
th e  c o r r e c t i v e s  w h ic h  a r e  s u p p l i e d  by  e d u c a t io n ,  and
w h ic h  e x e r c i s e  th e  f u n c t io n s  o f  t h e  m o r a l i s t ,  th e  
p r e a c h e r ,  and  l e g i s l a t o r ;  and  th e y  le a d  i n t o  a  c o u r s e  
o f  c o r r e c t  a c t i o n  a l l  th o s e  w hose d i s p a r i t y  i s  n o t  to o  
p ro fo u n d  t o  b e  e r a d i c a t e d . 79
J e f f e r s o n 's  g r e a t  c o n c e rn  f o r  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  d e r iv e d  from  h i s  
c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  m o ra l norm s w e re  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  s o c i a l  l i f e .  B u t i f  
t h i s  m o ra l s e n s e  i s  a  n a t u r a l  i n s t i n c t ,  how i s  i t  t h a t  th e  d e f i n i t i o n
o f  m o r a l i t y  d i f f e r s  from  c u l t u r e  to  c u l t u r e ?  How c a n  i t  b e  t h a t
m o ra l norms v a r y  from  one s o c i e t y  to  a n o th e r?  R e c o g n iz in g  t h a t  " th e
77I b i d . , XIV, 142.
78I b i d .
79I b i d . , XIV, 1 4 2 -4 3 .
sam e a c t io n s  a r e  deem ed v i r t u o u s  i n  one c o u n t ry  and v i c io u s  i n  
a n o t h e r ,"  h e  c o n te n d s
. . . t h a t  n a t u r e  h a s  c o n s t i t u t e d  u t i l i t y  to  m an, th e  
s ta n d a r d  and  t e s t  o f  v i r t u e .  Men l i v i n g  i n  d i f f e r e n t  
c o u n t r i e s ,  u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  d i f f e r e n t  h a b i t s  
and  re g im e n s , may h a v e  d i f f e r e n t  u t i l i t i e s ;  th e  same a c t ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  may b e  u s e f u l ,  an d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  v i r t u o u s  i n  
one c o u n t ry  w h ic h  i s  i n j u r i o u s  and  v i c io u s  i n  a n o th e r  d i f ­
f e r e n t l y  c i r c u m s ta n c e d .
I f  J e f f e r s o n 's  b e l i e f  i n  a  m o ra l i n s t i n c t  was e r ro n e o u s  a c c o r d ­
in g  to  t h e  u n d e r s ta n d in g s  o f  m odem  p s y c h o lo g y  and s o c io lo g y ,  h i s  
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i a b i l i t y  o f  c u l t u r e  w as n o t ;  f u r th e r m o r e ,  h i s  
s ta n d a r d  o f  u t i l i t y  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  f u l f i l l i n g  human n e e d s  i s  e n t i r e l y  
c o n s o n a n t w i th  t h e  p o s t u l a t e s  o f  c o n te m p o ra ry  s o c i o l o g i c a l  f u n c t i o n a ­
l i s t s ,  j u s t  a s  h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  a  m o ra l i n s t i n c t  was w i th  t h e  v iew s o f  
E . A.. R o ss . H is  id e a s  a b o u t man and  h i s  h o p es  f o r  t h e  human s p e c ie s  
w e re  b a s e d  on  h i s  b e l i e f  i n  t h i s  i n - b o m  m o ra l s e n s e ,  w h ich  h e  c o n ­
s i d e r e d  " t h e  b r i g h t e s t  gem w i th  w h ic h  th e  human c h a r a c t e r  i s  
s tu d d e d  . . . , l?®^
H ow ever, h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  m o ra l c o n c e p t io n s  w h ich  men 
d e v e lo p e d  r e g a r d in g  t h e i r  s o c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  v a r i e d .  P o l i t i c a l l y ,
"men by  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  n a t u r a l l y  d iv id e d  i n t o  two p a r t i e s , "  . 
h e  s a id :
1 .  T h o se  who f e a r  and  d i s t r u s t  t h e  p e o p le  and  w is h  
to  draw  a l l  pow ers from  them  i n t o  th e  h an d s  o f  t h e  h ig h e r  
c l a s s e s .  2 .  T h o se  who i d e n t i f y  th e m s e lv e s  w i th  t h e  
p e o p le ,  h a v e  c o n f id e n c e  i n  them , c h e r i s h  and c o n s id e r  them
80I b i d . ,  XIV, 143.
81I b i d .
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as  t h e  m o st h o n e s t  an d  s a f e ,  a l th o u g h  n o t  t h e  m o st w is e  
d e p o s i t o r y  o f  th e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t s . 82
I t  w a s , 'o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  " n a t u r a l  a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  v i r t u e  and  
f a l e n t , "  e d u c a te d  and  t r a i n e d  f o r  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e ,  w h ic h  was t o  p r o ­
v id e  t h e  w isdom  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p .  E d u c a t io n  w as t h e r e f o r e  e s s e n t i a l ,  
even  f o r  th o s e  p o s s e s s in g  a  h e a l th y  m o ra l i n s t i n c t ,  And ev en  among
V
them  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  th e  n a t u r a l  d i v i s i o n  i n t o  two o r i e n t a t i o n s  r e g a r d ­
in g  th e  p e o p le ,  f o r  th e  m o ra l i n s t i n c t  o n ly  i n s p i r e d  " a  lo v e  o f  
o t h e r s ,  a  s e n s e  o f  d u ty  to w a rd  t h e m " - - i t  d id  n o t  in c lu d e  a  b l u e ­
p r i n t  f o r  f u l f i l l i n g  t h i s  m o ra l and s o c i a l  d u ty .  U t i l i t y  to  s o c i e t y  
was t h e  c r i t e r i o n  o f  m o r a l i t y ,  and  t h i s  was d e te rm in e d  by  t h e  c u l t u r e  
and i t s  v a l u e s .  The two p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n s  w e re  u n i v e r s a l :
I n  e v e ry  c o u n try  t h e s e  two p a r t i e s  e x i s t  . . . .
C a l l  them  . . . L i b e r a l s  and S e r v i l e s ,  J a c o b in s  and  
U l t r a s ,  W higs and  T o r i e s ,  R e p u b lic a n s  an d  F e d e r a l i s t s ,
A r i s t o c r a t s  and  D e m o c ra ts , o r  b y  w h a te v e r  name you 
p l e a s e ,  th e y  a r e  t h e  sam e p a r t i e s  s t i l l ,  and  p u r s u e  th e  
sam e o b j e c t .  The l a s t  a p p e l l a t i o n  o f  A r i s t o c r a t s  and 
D em ocra ts  i s  th e  t r u e  one e x p r e s s in g  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  them  
a l l . 83
T h e re  c a n  b e  no  q u e s t i o n  r e g a r d in g  w h ic h  o f  th e s e  o r i e n t a t i o n s  
J e f f e r s o n  f e l t  t o  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  th e  d e s ig n  o f  n a t u r e .  B u t s in c e  
p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w e re  o f  human o r i g i n ,  no  s p e c i f i c  p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t y  c o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  e i t h e r  p e r f e c t  o r  p e rm a n e n t. " I  h ad  a lw ays 
e x p e c te d  t h a t  when th e  r e p u b l i c a n s  s h o u ld  h a v e  p u t  down a l l  th in g s  
u n d e r  t h e i r  f e e t ,  th e y  w o u ld  s c h is m a t iz e  among th e m s e lv e s ," 34 he
82I b i d . ,  XIV, 7 3 -7 4 .
83I b i d . ,  XIV, 7 4 .
84I b i d . ,  X I ,  265 .
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w r o te .  Human i n s t i t u t i o n s  w ere  b u t  im p e r f e c t  i n s t r u m e n t s ;  th e  
o b j e c t i v e  o f  man was to  d i s c o v e r  and  a d a p t  t o  t h e  p la n  i n h e r e n t  i n  
n a t u r e ,  f o r  t h e  human s p e c i e s  was a  p a r t  o f  n a t u r e  and  t h e r e f o r e  
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  u n a l t e r a b l e  n a t u r a l  la w s . J e f f e r s o n 's  s c i e n c e  o f  
s o c i e t y  was b a s e d  on n a t u r a l  law s and  n o t  human i n s t i t u t i o n s .
Man, b e c a u se  o f  h i s  e x p l o i t a t i v e  c h a r a c t e r ,  w as o f  c o u r s e
n o t  p e r f e c t ;  in d e e d ,  i n  a l l  th e  a n im a l k ingdom  t h e r e  i s  no " s i n g l e
s p e c i e s  b u t  man w h ich  i s  e t e r n a l l y  and  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  en g ag ed  i n  t h e
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  i t s  own s p e c ie s  . . . th e  l i o n s  and  t i g e r s  a r e  m ere
85lam bs com pared  w i th  man a s  a  d e s t r o y e r . "  J e f f e r s o n  n e v e r  e x p la in e d  
i n  an y  d e t a i l  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  f a t a l  f la w  w h ic h  e x i s t e d  
i n  h u m a n ity  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  m o ra l i n s t i n c t ,  b u t  h e  a p p e a re d  to  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  s e rv e d  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  m a in ta in in g  a  d em o g rap h ic  
b a la n c e  and  p r e v e n t in g  o v e r p o p u la t io n .  " T h is  p u g n a c io u s  h u m o r,"  h e  
o b s e rv e d ,  "seem s to  b e  t h e  law  o f  h i s  n a t u r e ,  o n e  o f  t h e  o b s t a c l e s  
t o  to o  g r e a t  m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  p ro v id e d  i n  th e  m echan ism  o f  t h e  u n i -  
v e r s e . "  I t  i s  a l s o  c l e a r  t h a t  a s  a  h u m a n i ta r ia n  J e f f e r s o n  r e c o i l e d  
fro m  th e  e v id e n c e s  o f  m a n 's  d e s t r u c t i v e  n a t u r e .  I n  w r i t i n g  o f  t h e  
e x c e s s e s  co m m itted  b y  t h e  p e o p le  d u r in g  th e  F re n c h  R e v o lu t io n  i n  t h e  
name o f  l i b e r t y ,  he  s a i d ,  "Y e t t h e s e  w e re  m en, and we and  o u r
85I b i d . ,  IX , 3 5 9 .
88I b i d . , XV, 3 7 2 . He a p p e a re d  to  a g r e e  w i th  M a lth u s  t h a t  
w a r  w as among th e  c h e c k s  on o v e r p o p u la t io n  an d  a  p a r t  o f  " th e  econom y 
o f  n a t u r e . "  He p r a i s e d  th e  " m a s te r ly  w ork" o f  M a lth u s  b u t  f e l t  th e  
l a t t e r ' s  d o c t r i n e s  r e q u i r e d  c o n s id e r a b le  m o d i f i c a t io n  b e f o r e  b e in g  
a p p l i e d  to  A m eric a . I b i d . ,  X, 4 7 7 , and X I , 1 .
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87d e s c e n d a n ts  w i l l  b e  no m o r e ." 0 '  * „
W h a te v e r h i s  v iew  o f  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  m a n k in d 's  e x p l o i t a t i v e  
p r o p e n s i t i e s ,  h e  w as o p t i m i s t i c  a b o u t t h e  f u t u r e  o f  m an, p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y  i n  A m e ric a , w h ere  h e  c o n f id e n t ly  hop ed  t h a t  human h a p p in e s s
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m ig h t a d v a n c e  " t o  an  i n d e f i n i t e ,  a l th o u g h  n o t  a n  i n f i n i t e  d e g r e e ."
H is  v iew  o f  man w as n o t  u n r e a l i s t i c a l l y  i d e a l i s t i c ;  h e  w as aw are  o f  
th e  d e f e c t s  o f  th e  s p e c i e s - - d e f e c t s  w h ic h  h e  no d o u b t saw a s  a  p a r t  
o f  th e  p l a n  o f  n a t u r e .  T h is  d id  n o t  le a d  h im  to  an y  su c h  c o n c lu s io n  
a s  t h a t  im p l ie d  i n  th e  " n a t u r a l  s e l e c t i o n "  o r  " s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  f i t ­
t e s t "  d o c t r i n e  o f  s o c i a l  D arw in ism . He w as p ro fo u n d ly  and u n c h a n g ­
in g l y  h u m a n i ta r i a n ,  and  m o st o f  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  h i s  l i f e  w e re  d i r e c t e d  
to w ard  t h e  a t ta in m e n t  o f  m a n 's  h a p p in e s s  and  w e l l - b e in g .
B e c a u se  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w e re  o f  human in v e n t io n  and  d e v e lo p m e n t, 
th e y  w e re  n o t  s a c r e d .  M an 's  g o a l  was t o  f i t  t h e  p e r f e c t  p la n  o f  
n a t u r e :  t h i s  c o n c e p t w as t h e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  h i s  s o c i a l  th o u g h t .
H ow ever, human i n s t i t u t i o n s  w e re  th e  m eans w h ereb y  man s o u g h t to  
d is c o v e r  t h e  p la n  o f  n a t u r e  and  a d a p t  t o  i t .  T hey w e re  t h e r e f o r e  
im p o r ta n t  e le m e n ts  i n  h i s  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e ,  and  h e  s p e n t  t h e  m a jo r  
p o r t i o n  o f  h i s  l i f e  a c t i v e l y  p ro m o tin g  th o s e  fo rm s o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
b e h a v io r  w h ic h  h e  f e l t  w o u ld  g u id e  man to w a rd  th e  a t t a in m e n t  o f  th e  
h a p p in e s s  w h ic h  t h e  C r e a to r  h ad  in t e n d e d .  He f i r m ly  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
g r e a t  p r o g r e s s  w as p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  h e  was no u to p ia n ,  f o r  h e  saw  th e  
n a t u r e  o f  man as u n c h a n g e a b le ,  a l th o u g h  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  m a n 's  c a p a c i t y
87I b i d . ,  XV, 360 .
88I b i d . ,  XV, 4 0 0 .
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f o r  a d ju s tm e n t  w as s u s c e p t i b l e  o f  much im p ro v em en t. W hat h e  
s o u g h t ,  i t  w ou ld  a p p e a r ,  w as a  s t a t e  o f  e q u i l ib r iu m  i n  s o c i e t y  a n a lo ­
gous to  t h a t  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  w o r ld .  I n t e g r a t i o n  h e  saw a s  n o t  o n ly  
d e s i r a b l e  b u t  n e c e s s a r y ;  h o w ev e r, h e  u n d e r s to o d  t h a t  s t r e s s e s  and 
s t r a i n s  w e re  a  n a t u r a l  and  i n e v i t a b l e  a s p e c t  o f  human i n t e r a c t i o n .
T he l i f e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  and c o l l e c t i v e  man w as to  him  a  p r o c e s s  o f  
dynam ic s e a r c h i n g ,  a t t e m p t in g ,  a d j u s t i n g ,  a d a p t i n g - - a l l  w i t h i n  th e  
fram ew ork  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  m a n 's  u s e .
T he  b e s t  s i n g l e  c l u e  to  J e f f e r s o n ,  M alone s a y s ,  " i s  t o  b e
fo u n d  i n  h i s  d e t e r m in a t io n  t h a t  men s h o u ld  b e  s e t  f r e e  and  k e p t
f r e e  i n  o r d e r  to  move fo rw a rd  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  e v e r -e x p a n d in g  know - 
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le d g e ."  He w as b o th  a  t h i n k e r  and  an  a c t i v i s t ,  and  h i s  p la n s  f o r  
th e  im provem ent o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  w h ic h  h e  l i v e d  w e re  o r i e n t e d  
to w ard  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h a t  s o c i e t y :  e d u c a t io n ,  p o l i t i c s ,  law ,
and  a l l  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  T he m o st c r u c i a l  o f  th e s e  
w as e d u c a t io n .  P o l i t i c a l  and  g o v e rn m e n ta l s t r u c t u r e s  and  f u n c t io n s  
w e re  im p o r ta n t  in d e e d ;  b u t  i n  th e  l a r g e r  s e n s e ,  i t  w as k n o w le d g e , 
r e a s o n  and  s c ie n c e  w h ich  h e ld  o u t  th e  b e s t  h o p e  f o r  men. H is  c o n ­
c l u s i o n  t h a t  th e  p e o p le  w e re  g o v e rn e d  b e s t  who w ere  g o v e rn e d  l e a s t  
e m p h a s iz e s  h i s  v ie w  t h a t  g o v ern m en ts  e x i s t e d  o n ly  to  p r o t e c t  th e  
n a t u r a l ,  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  o f  m en. I t  w as e d u c a t io n  w h ic h  was to  
s a v e  t h e  p e o p le  from  t h a t  ty r a n n y  o f  w h ic h  h e  w as a lw ay s t h e  a r d e n t  
and  w a tc h f u l  e n e m y -- ty ra n n y  o v e r  th e  m in d , t h e  c o n s c ie n c e ,  t h e  
p e r s o n ,  f re e d o m  w as e s s e n t i a l  f o r  h a p p in e s s ,  f o r  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f
^ J e f f e r s o n  and th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man, p .  x v i .
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m a n 's  n a t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l s  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  p la n s  o f  n a t u r e .  And i t  
w as e d u c a t io n  w h ich  w as t o  e q u ip  th e  p e o p le  to  d e fe n d  th e m s e lv e s  
fro m  th e  a m b it io n s  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  p r o v id e d  p o t e n t i a l  
t y r a n t s  t h e  b e s t  m eans o f  a t t a i n i n g .  J e f f e r s o n  may b e  s a i d  to
h a v e  b e l i e v e d  i n  s a l v a t i o n  b y  kn o w led g e  and  i n  human f u l f i l l m e n t
v
by s c ie n c e  and  r e a s o n  i n  t h e  l i b e r a t i n g  a tm o s p h e re  o f  freed o m  from
90" e v e r y  fo rm  o f  ty r a n n y  o v e r  t h e  m ind o f  m an ."
T h is  was t h e  h ig h  p u rp o s e  w h ic h  m o t iv a te d  h i s  th o u g h t  and  
e f f o r t s ,  and  i n  th e  a c c o m p lish m en t o f  t h i s  p u rp o s e ,  human i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s  w e re  t o  b e  u t i l i z e d ,  a lw ays m o d ify in g ,  s h a p in g ,  and  a d a p t in g  
them  as  im p lem en ts  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  e t e r n a l  g o a l  o f  m a n 's  
freed o m  fro m  ty r a n n y ,  w h ic h  w as h i s  p r im a ry  n a t u r a l  r i g h t .  J e f f e r s o n  
t h e  s o c i a l  p la n n e r  an d  a c t i v i s t  s o u g h t  to  im p ro v e  th e  e f f i c i e n c y  and 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h i s  s o c i e t y  b y  w id e - r a n g in g
r e f o r m s .  R e c o g n iz in g  th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  s e e k in g  th e  f a c t s  as th e y
91e x i s t - - f o r  o n ly  " t r u t h  and  r e a s o n  a r e  e t e r n a l "  - - h i s  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e
w as n e v e r t h e l e s s  c h i e f l y  a  u t i l i t a r i a n ,  m e l i o r a t i v e  o n e . I t  was
t h e  u s e  w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  made o f  kn o w led g e  and s c ie n c e  t h a t  w e re  o f
p r im a ry  im p o r ta n c e  to  h im ; and  h e r e  h e  was p e rh a p s  n o t  so  f a r  rem oved
fro m  a  m ore m odem  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t  who d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " s c i e n c e  m u st
e v e n t u a l l y  p ay  h e r  d e b t s "  to  s o c i e t y  b y  p r o v id in g  s o l u t i o n s  t o  p r a c t i -  
92c a l  p ro b le m s .
J e f f e r s o n  t h e  i d e a l i s t - r e f o r m e r  may h a v e  s e e n  l i t t l e  n e e d  f o r
^^L ipscom b and B ergh , X, 175 .
91I b i d . ,  X I I ,  3 6 0 .
92Thomas and Z n a n ie c k i, oj>. c i t . ,  p .  19 .
s c i e n t i f i c  d e ta c h m e n t an d  o b j e c t i v i t y  i n  th e  s tu d y  o f  man, f o r  h i s  
a p p ro a c h  was o ne  w hose b ro a d  th e o r y  h ad  a l r e a d y  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  and  
w hose h y p o th e s e s  h e  a c c e p te d  w i th o u t  q u e s t i o n :  t h e  L o c k ia n  d e l i n e a ­
t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  and  n a t u r a l  law . J e f f e r s o n  th e  s c i e n t i s t - -  
i n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  g e n e r a l l y  s c i e n t i f i c  f ram e  o f  m ind and  ap p ro ac h -~ w as  
i n  h i s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  m a t t e r s  a lw ay s  t h e  r e fo rm e r  s e e k in g  to  
a t t a i n  th e  i d e a l s  o f  t h e  E n lig h te n m e n t i n  t h e  r e a l  w o r ld  o f  m en.
H is  s c i e n t i f i c  b e n t  d i s p la y e d  i t s e l f  c l e a r l y  i n  h i s  e m p i r i c a l  a p p ro a c h  
to  t h e  c o n s id e r a t i o n s  o f  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  h i s  o p en -m in d ed  
w i l l i n g n e s s  to  e x p e r im e n t w i th  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  B u t i n  t h e  f i n a l  
s e n s e ,  i t  w as h i s  u n q u e s t io n in g  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  t h e  p o s t u l a t e s  o f  
n a t u r a l  law  and n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  w h ic h  u n d e r la y  h i s  v iew  o f  s o c i a l  
phenom ena. T he  L o c k ia n  a p p ro a c h  w as an  e m p i r i c a l  and  p o s i t i v e  o n e ; 
h o w e v e r, i t  w as a n  a p p ro a c h  w hose h y p o th e s e s ,  l i k e  th o s e  o f  t h e  s o -  
c a l l e d  " g ra n d  th e o ry "  i n  s o c io lo g y ,  w e re  u n t e s t a b l e .  J e f f e r s o n  
u n d e r s to o d  human b e h a v io r  a s  s u b j e c t  t o  u n a l t e r a b l e  n a t u r a l  la w s ; h e  
may t h e r e f o r e  b e  c o r r e c t l y  c o n s id e r e d  a  p r o t o - s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t .  B u t 
h i s  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  was p u rp o s iv e  and  t e l e o l o g i c a l ,  a s  many s o c i o l o g i s t s  
h a v e  c o n te n d e d  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  s h o u ld  b e ;  i t s  o b j e c t i v e  was p r e d i c t i o n  
and  c o n t r o l .  So p e rh a p s  t h e  g o a l  o f  a l l  s c ie n c e  a t  l a s t  i s ,  j u s t  a s  
i t  m ay, f i n a l l y ,  b e ^ m e l i o r i s t i c .  J e f f e r s o n 's  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  w as n o t  
a  " p u r e "  s c ie n c e  b u t  a  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l ie d  o n e . I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  h e  was 
a t  one i n  t h e  company o f  th o s e  who fo u n d ed  th e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  s o c io lo g y  
as  w e l l  a s  o f  many who g u id e d  i t  th ro u g h  i t s  o f t e n  u n c e r t a i n  and 
t r o u b l e d  y o u th .  W ith  s u c h  men a s  Com te, W ard and  R o ss , h e  h ad  much
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i n  common, f o r  th e  d e s i r e  t o  r e o r g a n iz e  o r  im prove  s o c i e t y  i n s p i r e d  
and  m o t iv a te d  t h e i r  th o u g h ts  and  e f f o r t s  a s  i t  d id  h i s .  B u t, i n  
c o n t r a s t  t o  them , J e f f e r s o n  n e i t h e r  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  s y s te m  n o r  
d e v e lo p e d  a  s o c i a l  th e o r y  o f  l o g i c a l l y  i n t e r r e l a t e d  p o s t u l a t e s  w i th i n  
th e  s p e c i f i c  fram ew ork  o f  a  s c ie n c e  o f  s o c i e t y .
*  -*
C o n c lu s io n
The im age o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  w h ic h  em erges fro m  a  c a r e f u l
s tu d y  o f  h i s  w r i t i n g s  and  w orks i s  t h a t  o f  a n  a s t o n i s h i n g l y  b ro a d  and
v e r s a t i l e  i n d i v i d u a l  w ho, l i k e  one o f  h i s  h e ro e s  S i r  F r a n c i s  B acon , h ad
ta k e n  a l l  k n o w led g e  to  b e  h i s  p r o v in c e .  Many w ould  n o t  d i s a g r e e
w i th  S a u l  P a d o v e r 's  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  Mno man i n  t h i s  o r  any  o t h e r
c o u n t ry  i n  t h e  "W estern w o r ld - - e x c e p t in g  o n ly  L eonardo  d a  V in c i - - e v e r
m atch ed  J e f f e r s o n  i n  th e  ra n g e  o f  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n  th e  f e r t i l i t y
93o f  h i s  t h i n k i n g ,  and  i n  t h e  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t s . ” He was 
a  l e g i s l a t o r ,  m a th e m a tic ia n ,  a r c h i t e c t ,  p h i l o l o g i s t ,  la w y e r ,  f a rm e r ,  
p o l i t i c i a n ,  i n v e n to r ,  d ip lo m a t ,  m u s ic ia n ,  w r i t e r ,  s ta t e s m a n .  
P h i lo s o p h e r s  may deny  him  m em bersh ip  i n  t h e i r  f r a t e r n i t y  on 
t e c h n i c a l  g ro u n d s , y e t  h e  i s  w id e ly  known a s  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  o f  
dem o cracy , f o r  h i s  th o u g h t  w as s t r o n g l y  p h i l o s o p h i c a l .  He d e v e lo p e d  
an  e d u c a t io n a l  sy s te m  and  b u i l t  a  u n i v e r s i t y ;  h e  fo u n d ed  a  g r e a t  
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y ,  h e lp e d  d e s ig n  th e  n a t i o n a l  c a p i t a l ,  and  was 
in s t r u m e n ta l  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  A m e r ic a 's  c o in a g e ;  h e  c o l l e c t e d  s c i e n ­
t i f i c  m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  a n th ro p o lo g y ,  g e o lo g y , and  z o o lo g y ;
93P ad over , J e f f e r s o n ,  p .  7 .
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h e  w as a  p a l e o n t o l o g i s t ;  h e  w r o te  a n  e s s a y  on p o e t r y ,  c o d i f i e d  t h e  
law s o f  h i s  s t a t e ,  and  d e s ig n e d  a  p low  o f  l e a s t  r e s i s t a n c e  w h ic h  
w i t h  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  i s  s t i l l  u s e d .  He w as an  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  a b l e  
an d  c r e a t i v e  hum an b e in g ,  a s  h e  w as a  s u b t l e  an d  e l u s i v e  o n e , c o n ­
s i s t e n t  i n  t h e  e n d s  h e  s o u g h t ,  b u t  o f t e n  i n c o n s i s t e n t  i n  t h e  m eans 
h e  u t i l i z e d .  A lth o u g h  an a r i s t o c r a t  b y  b i r t h ,  t h e  o v e r r i d i n g  p a s s io n  
o f  h i s  l i f e  w as t h e  fre e d o m , r i g h t s  an d  d i g n i t y  o f  a l l  m en. He was 
a l s o ,  i n  t h e  b r o a d  s e n s e  o f  t h e  te rm , a  s t u d e n t  o f  s o c i e t y  an d  a  
p r o t o - s o c i o l o g i s t .
As h i s  m o s t c o m p e te n t b io g r a p h e r ,  Dumas M alo n e , p o i n t s  o u t ,
" h e  e x e m p l i f i e d  m ore  c o n s p ic u o u s ly  th a n  any  o f  h i s  f e l lo w s  th e
l i b e r a l  and  hum ane s p i r i t ,  t h e  i n c e s s a n t  s c i e n t i f i c  c u r i o s i t y  and
z e a l  f o r  u n i v e r s a l  k n o w le d g e , and  t h e  fu n d a m e n ta l  b e l i e f  i n  t h e
p o w ers  o f  human i n t e l l i g e n c e  w h ic h  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  w h a t h i s t o r i a n s  c a l l
94t h e  E n l ig h te n m e n t ."  The h u m a n i ta r i a n is m ,  e m p ir ic i s m , s k e p t i c i s m ,  
t o l e r a t i o n ,  l i b e r a l i s m ,  r a t i o n a l i s m  an d  u t i l i t a r i a n i s m  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
o f  t h e  E n l ig h te n m e n t  p e rm e a te d  h i s  th o u g h t  and  a c t i o n ,  a s  d id  t h e  
E n l ig h te n m e n t  f a i t h  t h a t  w h a t s c i e n c e  h a d  a c h ie v e d  i n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  
w o r ld  i t  c o u ld  a l s o  a c h ie v e  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s p h e r e :  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f
u n a l t e r a b l e  law s o f  s o c i a l  b e h a v io r  a n a lo g o u s  t o  t h e  law s o f  t h e  
m a t e r i a l  w o r ld  w h ic h  New ton h a d  d e m o n s t r a te d .  T h u s , a s  S i r  I s a i a h  
B e r l i n  p o i n t s  o u t ,  men o f  t h e  E n l ig h te n m e n t - - o f  whom J e f f e r s o n  was 
t h e  A m erican  e x e m p la r - - c o n f i d e n t ly  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  d e v e lo p  
" a  s c i e n c e  o f  r a t i o n a l  s o c io lo g y "  w h ic h  w ou ld  m ake t h e  s e a r c h  f o r
^ J e f f e r s o n  th e  V ir g in ia n ,  p . x v .
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95human j u s t i c e ,  v i r t u e  and  h a p p in e s s  "no  lo n g e r  u t o p i a n . "  J e f f e r s o n  
s h a r e d  th e  E n lig h te n m e n t t h e o r y  o f  s o c i e t y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  id e a s  o f  
s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t ,  n a t u r a l  law , and  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s ; i n  h im , a s  A l f r e d  
C obban s a y s ,  " th e  p u re  m ilk  o f  L o c k ia n  d o c t r i n e  was . „ . u n d e ­
f i l e d . " 96
As a  s t u d e n t  o f  s o c i e t y ,  J e f f e r s o n  p ro c e e d e d  on th e  b a s i s  o f  
L o c k e 's  p o s t u l a t e s .  He c o n c e rn e d  h im s e l f  w i th  t h o s e  a r e a s  o f  
i n t e r e s t  w h ic h  h a v e  fo rm ed  much o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  s o c io lo g y  
s i n c e  i t s  b e g in n in g :  dem ography and  e c o lo g y ,  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,
d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  r a c i a l  m i n o r i t i e s  and  s o c i a l  
p r o c e s s e s .  T h e se  c o m p rise  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  e le m e n ts  to  w h ic h  t h i s  
d i s s e r t a t i o n  h a s  r e f e r e n c e .
i
He a s s e r t e d  t h a t  " I  h a v e  n e v e r  s u b m it te d  th e  w h o le  sy s te m
o f  my o p in io n s  t o  t h e  c r e e d  o f  an y  p a r t y  o f  men w h a te v e r ,  i n  r e l i g i o n ,
97i n  p h i lo s o p h y ,  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  o r  i n  a n y th in g  e l s e ; "  h o w ev e r, h i s  
w r i t i n g s  and  w orks show t h a t  h e  c l e a r l y  a c c e p te d  th e  h y p o th e s e s  and  
g e n e r a l  a p p ro a c h  o f  t h e  E n l ig h te n m e n t .  H is  th o u g h t  w as o f t e n  
o r i g i n a l  and  s t r i k i n g l y  i n n o v a t iv e ,  and  h i s  s p e c i f i c  p r o p o s a ls  w e re  
l a r g e l y  h i s  own. He was s t r o n g l y  e m p i r i c i s t  and  p o s i t i v i s t i c ,  and  
h e  was u t i l i t a r i a n  and  r e f o r m i s t  i n  h i s  o u t lo o k .  He h im s e l f  c o n ­
s t r u c t e d  no s y s t e m a t ic  g e n e r a l  t h e o r i e s ;  a n d , in d e e d ,  was im p a t i e n t
9^ B e r l i n ,  o £ . c i t . , p p .  2 7 -2 8 .
96I n  S e a rc h  o f  H u m an ity : The R o le  o f  t h e  E n lig h te n m e n t in
M odem  H is to r y  (New Y ork : G eo rg e  B r a z i l l e r ,  1 9 6 0 ) , p .  172.
97Boyd, XIV, 65 0 .
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o f  t h o s e  t h e o r i e s  h e  came a c r o s s .  "T he mom ent a  p e r s o n  fo rm s a
t h e o r y  h i s  im a g in a t io n  s e e s  i n  e v e r y  o b j e c t  o n ly  t h e  t r a i t s  w h ic h
98f a v o r  t h a t  t h e o r y , "  h e  s a i d .  I t  i s  w e l l  t o  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  i n  s p i t e
o f  h i s  e n th u s ia s m  f o r  D e s t u t t  d e  T r a c y ,  h e  c o n f e s s e d  h e  h ad  n e v e r
c o m p le te d  r e a d in g  t h e  v o lu m es  on id e o lo g y ,  s i n c e  " I  am n o t  fo n d  o f
r e a d in g  w h a t i s  m e re ly  a b s t r a c t ,  an d  u n a p p l ie d  im m e d ia te ly  t o  some 
99u s e f u l  s c i e n c e . "  J e f f e r s o n 's  v ie w  o f  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  w as t h a t  i t  
s h o u ld  b e  d e s ig n e d  to  c h a r t  t h e  c o u r s e  b y  w h ic h  m a n 's  p r o g r e s s  to w a rd  
f u l f i l l m e n t  m ig h t b e  a c h i e v e d .  To h im , i t  w as t h e  g o a l  o f  human 
h a p p in e s s  t o  w h ic h  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  s h o u ld  p o i n t  t h e  w ay . I t  w as t h e  
p r a c t i c a l  and  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  p u r p o s iv e  w h ic h  i n  t h e  f i n a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
r e a l l y  c o u n te d .
J e f f e r s o n 's  w o rd s  h a v e  b e e n  u se d  t o  j u s t i f y  o p p o s i t i o n  t o ,  an d  
d e f e n s e  o f ,  a n  a lm o s t  e n d le s s  v a r i e t y  o f  s o c i a l  v ie w s ;  i n  a  s e n s e ,  h e  
h a s  b e e n  a l l  t h i n g s  to  a l l  m e n . ^  He h a s  b e e n  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  a  p r e d e ­
c e s s o r  o r  p r a c t i t i o n e r  o f  a lm o s t  e v e ry  d i s c i p l i n e ,  fro m  a r c h i t e c t u r e  to  
z o o lo g y ,  a s  in d e e d  h e  w a s . P e rh a p s  i t  i s  t im e  t h a t  h e  a l s o  b e  r e c o g ­
n iz e d  a s  among th e  p r e c u r s o r s  o f  s o c io l o g y ,  f o r  few  o t h e r  men b e f o r e  
A u g u s te  Comte g a v e  m ore c a r e f u l  an d  e x t e n s i v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to  t h e  
f a c t s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  s e e n  w i t h i n  t h e  fram ew ork  o f  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  and  e m p i r i ­
c a l  a p p ro a c h ,  th a n  d id  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  who h ad  p ro p o s e d  t h a t  a  "new
98P o r d ,  W r i t i n g s ,  XV, 4 4 7 . 
" L ip s c o m b  an d  B e rg h , XV, 73 . 
^ ■ " P e te r s o n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  17 .
s c ie n c e "  s h o u ld  b e  d e v e lo p e d ,  " t h e  s c ie n c e  o f  m an ."
I n d e e d ,  i n  J u l y ,  1824 , tw o y e a r s  b e f o r e  J e f f e r s o n 's  d e a t h ,
i t  i s  no m e re  c o in c id e n c e  t h a t  t h e  young Comte s e n t  h im  a  " p e t i t  
102c a h i e r "  . i n  w h ic h  h e ^ p ro p o se d  t h a t  t h e  m e th o d s o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l
<
s c i e n c e s  b e  a p p l i e d  to  t h e  s tu d y  o f  s o c i a l  phenom ena. J e f f e r s o n  
h im s e l f  h a d  d i s c a r d e d  t h e o l o g i c a l  and  m e ta p h y s ic a l  n o t i o n s  i n  h i s  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  an d  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t s ,  a s  h e  d e m o n s t r a te d  i n  
t h e  N o te s  o n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  w h ic h , a lo n g  w i th  h i s  o t h e r  
w r i t i n g s ,  h a d  b e e n  w id e ly  d i s t r i b u t e d  among t h e  F re n c h  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  
When th e y  cam e i n t o  t h e  h an d s  o f  young  C om te, h e  w as o b v io u s ly  
i n s p i r e d  b y  them ; and  r e c o g n iz in g  a  k in d r e d  s p i r i t  i n  J e f f e r s o n ,  
t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  s o c io lo g y  p en n ed  h im  t h i s  l e t t e r :
P a r i s ,  l b  16 j u i l l e t  1824 
J e  p r i e  M. J e f f e r s o n  d e  b i e n  v o u l o i r  e x c u s e r  l a  
l i b e r t e  q u e  j e  p r e n s  s a n s  a v o i r  I 'h b n n e u r  d ' e t r e  co n n u  
d e  l u i ,  d e  l u i  o f f i r  l'hom m age r e s p e c tu e u x  du t r a v a i l  
que j e  l u i  a d r e s s e .  J e  m 'e n p r e s s e  d e  l e  l u i  s o u m e t t r e  
comme a u  ju g e  l e  p lu s  c o m p e te n t d es  id e e s  q u i  y  s o n t  
p r e s e n t e e s .
^ -G ilb e r t  C h in a rd ,  " J e f f e r s o n  Among t h e  P h i l o s o p h e r s , "
E t h i c s , L I I I  ( J u l y ,  1 9 4 3 ) , 2 6 6 . C h in a rd  show s t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  w as 
p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  w o rk s  o f  C a b a n is  and  D e s t u t t  d e  T ra c y  i n  t h i s  
r e g a r d .  He r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  new " s c i e n c e  o f  man" a s  " a n th r o p o lo g y ,  
t o  u s e  a  te rm  c o in e d  i n  G erm any ."
102-phis w as t h e  P la n  o f  t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  O p e r a t io n s  N e c e s s a ry  
f o r  t h e  R e o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  S o c i e t y ,  w h ic h  Com te l a t e r  c a l l e d  " t h e  
g r e a t  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  y e a r  1822" and  i n  w h ic h  h e  o u t l i n e d  h i s  
p o s i t i v e  s y s te m . T h is  o u t l i n e  w as f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  C a te c h is m e  
d e s  i n d u s t r i e l s  d e  S a in t-S im o n  i n  1824 , o f  w h ic h  Comte r e c e iv e d  a  
h u n d re d  c o p i e s ,  o ne  o f  w h ic h  h e  fo rw a rd e d  to  J e f f e r s o n .  G i l b e r t  
C h in a rd ,  J e f f e r s o n  e t  l e s  I d e o lo g u e s  ( B a l t im o r e :  T he Jo h n s  H o p k in s
P r e s s ,  1 9 2 5 ) ,  p .  2 8 5 . S ee  a l s o  M cQ u ilk in  D eG range, " C o m te 's  S o c i o l o ­
g i e s , "  A m eric an  S o c i o l o g i c a l  R ev iew , IV  ( F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 3 9 ) ,  17 ; and  
N ic h o la s  S . T im a s h e f f ,  S o c i o l o g i c a l  T h e o ry : I t s  N a tu r e  and  G row th
(New Y o rk : Random H o u se , 1 9 6 4 ) , p .  17 .
C e f c ^ c r i t  n ' e s t  que l e  commencement d 'u n  o u v ra g e  
p lu s  £ te n d u  q u i  a  p o u r  o b j e c t  d 'im p r im e r  a  l a  p o l i t i q u e  
l e  c a ra c te ? re  d e  l a  s c ie n c e  p h y s iq u e ,  e t  de s o u m e t t r e ,  p a r  
c o n s e q u e n t ,  l 1e tu d e  des  ph& iom enes s o c ia u x  a  l a  m ethode 
s i  h e u re u s e m e n t em ployee m a in te n a n t  p o u r  to u t e s  l e s  
a u t r e s  c l a s s e s  de  ph£nom enes. L 'ex am en  a p p ro fo n d i  d e  
l ' £ t a t  p r e s e n t  d e s  c h o s e s  e t  l a  d i s c u s s io n  d e s  v a in e s  
t e n t a t i v e s  f a i t e s  j u s q u 'a  c e  moment p o u r  en  c h a n g e r  
l e  c a r a c t ^ r e  me p a r a i s s e n t  m o n tre r  c e t t e  v o ie  comme l a  
s e u l e  q u i  p u i s s e  te r m in e r  d e  m a n ie re  d e c i s i v e  l a  l u t t e  
s p i r i t u e l l e  qui-. to u rm e n te  n o t r e  v i e l l e  E u ro p e , e t  q u i  
em p^che s a  c i v i l i s a t i o n  d e  p r e n d r e  l ib r e m e n t  l ' e s s o r  
que l a  m arche  n a t u r e l l e  d e  l 'e s p e c e  hum aine  l u i  im prim e 
s i  f o r te m e n t  a u j o u r d 'h u i .  D 'u n  a u t r e  c S te ,  l 'o b s e r v a t i o n  
a t t e n t i v e  du  d ev e lo p p em e n t h i s t o r i q u e  d e s  c o n n a is s a n c e s  
h u m a in e s , sem b le  m o n tre r  c l a i r e m e n t  u n e  te n d a n c e  c o n -  
s t a n t e  e t  p r o g r e s s iv e  de  l 1e s p r i t  hum ain  a  c o n s id e r e r  
d 'u n e  m a n ie re  e n t ie r e m e n t  p o s i t i v e ,  d eg ag e e  de  t o u t e  
n o t i o n  th e o lo g iq u e  ou m e ta p h y s iq u e , t o u t e s  l e s  c l a s s e s  
d e  ph^nom enes. C e t te  r e v o l u t i o n  i n t e l l e c t u e l l e  p a r a x t  
d e v o i r  s e  t e r m in e r  de  n o s  j o u r s ,  e t  s i g n a l e r  d e s  l o r s  
u n e  e r e  co m p le te m en t n o u v e l l e  p o u r  I 1e s p r i t  h um ain , 
p u is q u e  l e s  phenom enes s o c ia u x  s o n t  m a in te n a n t  l e s  
s e u l s  q u i  n e  s o i e n t  p a s  r e n t r e s  dans l e  dom ain d e  l a  
p h y s iq u e .  S o u m e ttre  l e u r  e tu d e  a  l a  meme t r a n s f o r m a t io n ,  
t e l l e  e s t  l a  t^ c h e  q u e  j ' i n d i q u e  au x  p e n s e u r s  e t  a  
l a q u e l l e  t o u t e  ma v i e  j e  c o n s a c r e r a i  l 'e m p lo i  de  mes 
f a i b l e s  m oyens. M ais p o u r  s a v o i r  a v e c  c e r t i t u d e  s i  c e s  
r e c h e rc h e s  m e r i t e n t  d ' e t r e  s u i v i e s ,  j e  d o is  en  s o u m e t tr e  
l a  p r e m i l r e  & bauche aux  p e n s e u r s  q u i  o n t  l e  p lu s  m e d ite  
s u r  l e  meme s u j e t  e t  aux  hommes d ' e t a t  q u i  o n t  m a n i f e s te  
l a  p lu s  g ra n d e  c a p a c i t y  d e  b ie n  s a i s i r  l e  v r a i  c a r a c t e r e  
d e  l 'e p o q u e  a c t u e l l e .  C 'e s t  p a r  c e  d o u b le  m o t i f  q ue  j e  
s u i s  d e te rm in e  si s o l l i c i t e r  av ec  i n s t a n c e  l e  ju g e m en t 
d e  M. J e f f e r s o n .  S i  mes id& es p o u v a ie n t  l u i  p a r a i t r e  
d ig n e s  de  q u e lq u e  a t t e n t i o n ,  un t e l  t r io m p h e , a c c o rd e  
p a r  l'hom m e i l l u s t r e  q u i ,  s o i t  comme p e n s e u r ,  s o i t  comme 
homme d ' e t a t  s ' e s t  p la c £  s i  h a u t  d an s  l ' h i s t o i r e  de so n  
p ay s  e t  dans c e l l e  d e  l 'h u m a n i t e  t o u t  e n t i e r e ,  s e r a i t  a 
l a  f o i s  l a  p lu s  douce  reco m p en se  e t  l e  p lu s  n o b le  e n ­
co u ra g e m e n t q u e  mes t r a v a u x  p u i s s e n t  ja m a is  o b t e n i r .  M ais 
s i  j ' S t a i s  a s s e z  m a lh e u re u x  p o u r  n ’a v o i r  pu m e r i t e r  so n  
a p p r o b a t io n ,  j e  l e  p r i e ,  du  m oins d e  d a ig n e r  a g r £ e r  c e t  
hommage comme un  f a i b l e  m a is  b ie n  s i n c e r e  te m o ig n a g e  de 
l ' e s t i m e  p ro fo n d ^ m e n t s e n t i e  q u ' i l  i n s p i r e  a  to u s  le s  
hommes e c l a i r e s  e t  H to u s  l e s  am is d e  l 'h u m a n i te ,  e t  
p a r t i c u l i S r e m e n t  de l a  r e s p e c tu e u s e  a d m ir a t io n  d e  son  
d £ v o u ^  s e r v i t e u r .
At e . Comte
No. 6 , r u e  de  l 'O r a t o i r e  S a in t-H o n o re
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lO ^ c h in a rd ,  J e f f e r s o n  e t  l e s  I d £ a lo g u e s ,  p p . 2 8 5 -8 6 .
" I  r e q u e s t  M r. J e f f e r s o n  to  b e  so  k in d  a s  t o  e x c u se  t h e  
l i b e r t y  I  am t a k i n g ,  w i th o u t  h a v in g  h ad  th e  h o n o r  o f  b e in g  p e r s o n a l l y  
a c q u a in te d  w i th  h im , i n  p a y in g  him  r e s p e c t f u l  homage th ro u g h  th e  w ork  
I  am h e r e w i th  p r e s e n t i n g  to  h im . I  am e a g e r  t o  su b m it t h i s  w ork to  
h im  a s  th e  m o s t co m p e te n t ju d g e  o f  t h e  id e a s  o f f e r e d  t h e r e i n .
" T h is  docum ent i s  o n ly  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a  m ore e x t e n s i v e  w ork  
th e  p u rp o s e  o f  w h ic h  i s  t o  su p e r im p o se  upon p o l i t i c s  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  and c o n s e q u e n t ly  t o  s u b j e c t  t h e  s tu d y  o f  s o c i a l  
phenom ena to  t h e  m ethod so  s u c c e s s f u l l y  em ployed a t  p r e s e n t  f o r  a l l  
o t h e r  c l a s s e s  o f  phenom ena. A th o ro u g h  e x a m in a t io n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  
s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  and a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  f r u i t l e s s  a t te m p ts  c a r r i e d  
on  up to  now t o  ch an g e  i t s  c h a r a c t e r  seem  to  me t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h i s  
m ethod  as  t h e  o n ly  one c a p a b le  o f  t e r m in a t in g  d e c i s i v e l y  t h e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t r i f e  w h ic h  to rm e n ts  o u r  o ld  E u ro p e , and  w h ic h  p r e ­
v e n t s  h e r  c i v i l i z a t i o n  fro m  ta k in g  t h e  fo rw a rd  f l i g h t  w h ic h  th e  
n a t u r a l  p r o g r e s s  o f  m ank ind  demands o f  i t  so  s t r o n g l y  to d a y .  On 
th e  o t h e r  h a n d , a  c l o s e  o b s e r v a t io n  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t 
o f  human kno w led g e  seem s c l e a r l y  t o  m a n i f e s t  a  c o n s t a n t  and  p r o ­
g r e s s i v e  te n d e n c y  o f  t h e  human m ind t o  c o n s id e r ,  i n  an  e n t i r e l y  
p o s i t i v e  m a n n er, f r e e d  o f  e v e ry  t h e o l o g i c a l  o r  m e ta p h y s ic a l  n o t i o n ,  
a l l  c l a s s e s  o f  phenom ena. T h is  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e v o l u t i o n  a p p e a r s  due 
to  come to  a  h e a d  i n  o u r  d a y , and to  p o i n t  o u t  h e n c e f o r th  a  com- 3 
p l e t e l y  new e r a  f o r  human i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  s in c e  s o c i a l  phenom ena a r e  
now t h e  o n ly  o n es  w h ich  a r e  n o t  em braced  w i t h i n  t h e  dom ain  o f  th e  
p h y s i c a l .  To su b m it t h e i r  s tu d y  t o  th e  same t r a n s f o r m a t io n ,  su c h  
i s  t h e  t a s k  I  p o in t  o u t  t o  t h i n k e r s  an d  to  w h ic h  th ro u g h o u t  my 
l i f e  I  s h a l l  d e d i c a t e  t h e  em ploym ent o f  my hum ble t a l e n t s .  B u t i n  
o r d e r  t o  know w i th  c e r t a i n t y  w h e th e r  th e s e  e n d e a v o rs  a r e  w o r th y  o f  
b e in g  p u r s u e d ,  I  m ust su b m it t h i s  f i r s t  o u t l i n e  to  th o s e  t h i n k e r s  
who h a v e  m e d i ta t e d  t h e  m o s t on t h i s  s u b j e c t  and  th o s e  s ta te s m e n  who 
h a v e  d i s p la y e d  th e  g r e a t e s t  c a p a c i t y  t o  g ra s p  t h e  t r u e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
t h e  p r e s e n t  e p o c h . I t  i s  f o r  t h e s e  d u a l  r e a s o n s  t h a t  I  am d e te rm in e d  
to  s e e k  e a r n e s t l y  th e  o p in io n  o f  M r. J e f f e r s o n .  I f  my id e a s  a p p e a r  
to  h im  w o rth y  o f  some c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  s u c h  a  tr iu m p h , g r a n te d  b y  th e  
i l l u s t r i o u s  man who e i t h e r  as  a  t h i n k e r  o r  as  a  s ta te s m a n  i s  p la c e d  
so  h ig h  in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  h i s  own c o u n t ry  and  i n  t h a t  o f  hum ank ind , 
w o u ld  b e  th e  g r e a t e s t  re w a rd  and t h e  n o b l e s t  e n co u ra g em en t w h ich  my 
w o rk s m ig h t e v e r  o b t a i n .  B u t i f  I  w e re  u n f o r tu n a t e  en ough  n o t  to  
h a v e  m e r i te d  h i s  a p p r o b a t io n ,  I  b eg  o f  him  a t  l e a s t  to  a c c e p t  t h i s  
to k e n  o f  r e s p e c t  a s  a  f e e b l e  b u t  v e r y  s i n c e r e  te s t im o n y  o f  t h e  d e e p ly -  
f e l t  e s te e m  w h ic h  h e  i n s p i r e s  i n  a l l  e n l ig h te n e d  men and i n  a l l  
f r i e n d s  o f  h u m a n ity , and  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  th e  r e s p e c t f u l  a d m ir a t io n  o f  
h i s  d e v o te d  s e r v a n t .
" A .  Comte"
T r a n s l a t i o n  c o u r te s y  o f  H en ry  M. Kopman, P h .D .,  P r o f e s s o r  
o f  F re n c h , New M exico S t a t e  U n iv e r s i t y .
/
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Com te, i n  a d d r e s s in g  J e f f e r s o n  as  " t h e  m ost c o m p e te n t ju d g e  
o f  th e  id e a s "  p r e s e n te d  i n  h i s  w o rk , o b v io u s ly  c o n s id e r e d  t h i s  g r e a t  
A m erican  a  s e r io u s  s t u d e n t  o f  s o c i e t y .  "Among th e  men who h ad  
u n d e r s to o d  t h a t  t h e  human m ind h ad  u n d e rg o n e  a  r e c e n t  and  c o m p le te  
r e v o l u t i o n , "  J e f f e r s o n  seem ed to  Comte " t h e  m o s t q u a l i f i e d  t o  p a s s  
upon  th e  v a lu e  o f  a  m ethod  w h ic h  w o u ld  s u b s t i t u t e  an  e n t i r e l y  p o s i ­
t i v e  a p p ro a c h "  f o r  t h e  e a r l i e r  a p p ro a c h e s  w h ich  h ad  so  lo n g  
d e la y e d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  a  s c ie n c e  o f  s o c i e t y ;  and  Comte a d d re s s e d
J e f f e r s o n  n o t  a s  t h e  d i s c i p l e  o f  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n tu r y  th o u g h t  b u t  as
105" t h e  p ro p h e t  o f  a  new s o c i a l  p h i lo s o p h y ,"  a s  an  in n o v a to r  and 
" s p e c i a l  d e f i n e r  o f  s i t u a t i o n s . "
I t  i s  u n f o r tu n a t e  t h a t  C o m te 's  l e t t e r  a r r i v e d  a f t e r  th e  tim e  
t h a t  J e f f e r s o n ,  a l r e a d y  an  aged  man o f  e ig h ty - o n e ,  h ad  l a r g e l y  g iv e n  
up c o r re s p o n d e n c e .  We may w e l l  a ssu m e , h o w ev er, t h a t  t h e  young  m a n 's  
p r o p o s a l ,  r e f l e c t i n g  many o f  J e f f e r s o n 's  own id e a s ,  w ou ld  h av e  
r e c e iv e d  th e  l a t t e r ' s  h e a r t y  a p p r o b a t io n  and  s u p p o r t .  F o r  h a d  n o t  
J e f f e r s o n  h im s e l f  b e e n  c o n c e rn e d  th r o u g h o u t  h i s  lo n g  and  a c t i v e  l i f e  
w i t h  th e  v i t a l  q u e s t i o n s  o f  s o c i e t y ?  Had h i s  a p p ro a c h  n o t  b e e n  
e m p i r i c a l  and  p o s i t i v e  r a t h e r  th a n  t h e o l o g i c a l  o r  m e ta p h y s ic a l?  Had 
h e  n o t  hoped  and  w orked  to  im prove  A m erican  s o c i e t y  an d  a r d e n t l y  
w is h e d  f o r  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  E u ro p ean  s o c ie t y ?  And, f i n a l l y ,  
h a d  h e  h im s e l f  n o t  p ro p o s e d  " a  s c ie n c e  o f  m an"? F o r  Thomas J e f f e r ­
s o n ,  s c i e n t i s t ,  r a t i o n a l i s t  and  r e f o r m e r ,  was a l s o  a  p r o t o - s o c i o l o g i s t
■ ^■ C hinard , " J e f f e r s o n  among th e  P h i lo s o p h e r s , "  p .  2 6 7 . 
•^~*I b i d . , p p . 2 6 7 -6 8 .
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an d  a  p r e c u r s o r  o f  s o c io l o g y .  "B e s t a n d s  among t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r s  n o t  
o n ly  a s  t h e  h e r a l d  o f  p o s i t i v i s m  b u t  a s  t h e  ch am p io n  o f  s e l f -
106d i s c i p l i n e d  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  an d  t h e  p r o p h e t  o f  a  new h u m a n ism ,"  a  
man o f  b ro a d  v i s i o n  who s o u g h t  a  s c i e n c e  o f  s o c i e t y  t h a t  w o u ld  
i n s u r e  t o  h u m a n ity  t h e  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  o f  l i f e ,  l i b e r t y ,  an d  t h e  
p u r s u i t  o f  h a p p i n e s s .




B a r n e t t ,  H . G. I n n o v a t i o n :  The B a s i s  o f  C u l t u r a l  C h an g e . New Y o rk :
M c G ra w -H ill Book Company, I n c . ,  1953 .
B e a rd ,  C h a r le s  A . An E conom ic I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  
t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s . New Y o rk : T he M acm illan ' Com pany, 1913 .
__________ . E conom ic O r ig in s  o f  J e f f e r s o n i a n  D em o cracy . New Y o rk :
T he M a c m illa n  Com pany, 1 9 1 5 .
B e c k e r ,  C a r l .  T h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e : A S tu d y  i n  t h e
H i s t o r y  o f  P o l i t i c a l  I d e a s . New Y o rk : A l f r e d  A . K n o p f,
1 956 .
B e n so n , L e e . T u r n e r  and  B e a rd :  A m e ric a n  H i s t o r i c a l  W r i t in g s  R eco n ­
s i d e r e d . New Y o rk : T he F r e e  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 0 .
B e r g e r ,  P e t e r  L . I n v i t a t i o n  t o  S o c io l o g y : A H u m a n is t ic  P e r s p e c t i v e .
New Y o rk : D o u b le d a y , A n ch o r B o o k s , 1 9 6 3 .
B e r l i n ,  S i r  I s a i a h  ( e d . ) . T he Age o f  t h e  E n l ig h te n m e n t . New Y o rk : 
M e n to r B o o k s , 1 9 6 3 .
B e t t s ,  Edw in M. ( e d . ) .  Thomas J e f f e r s o n 's  G a rd e n  B ook . P h i l a d e l p h i a :  
A m eric an  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  1944 .
B o o r s t i n ,  D a n ie l  J .  T he A m e r ic a n s : T he  C o lo n i a l  E x p e r i e n c e . New
Y o rk : Random H o u se , 1 9 5 8 .
__________ . T he A m e r ic a n s : T he N a t i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e . New Y o rk :
Random H o u se , 1 9 6 5 .
. T he L o s t  W o rld  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n . B o s to n : B eaco n  P r e s s ,
1948 .
B o w ers , C la u d e  G . J e f f e r s o n  and  H a m i l to n : T he S t r u g g l e  f o r  D em ocracy
i n  A m e r ic a . New Y o rk : H o u g h to n  M i f f l i n  Company, 1 9 3 7 .
__________ .’ J e f f e r s o n  i n  P o w e r: T h e  D e a th  S t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t s .
B o s to n :  H o u g h to n  M i f f l i n  Company, 1 936 .
348
349
__________. The Young J e f f e r s o n , 1 7 4 3 -1 7 8 9 . B o s to n : H ough ton  M i f f l i n
Company, 1945 .
B rid e n b a u g h , C a r l .  M yths a n d ^R e a l i t i e s : S o c i e t i e s  o f  t h e  C o lo n ia l  
S o u th . New Y ork : A theneum , 1965 .
B r in to n ,  C ra n e . T he Anatom y o f  R e v o lu t io n . New Y ork : V in ta g e
B ooks, 1959 . ij
Brow n, R o b e r t  E . M id d le  C la s s  D em ocracy and  th e  R e v o lu t io n . P r i n c e ­
to n :  P r in c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1956.
Brown, S t u a r t  G e r ry .  The F i r s t  R e p u b l ic a n s . S y ra c u s e :  S y ra c u s e
U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1954 .
B ru c k b e rg e r ,  Raymond L e o p o ld . Im age o f  A m e ric a . New Y o rk : V ik in g
P r e s s ,  1 959 .
B u l lo c k ,  H e le n  D u p rey . My H ead and My H e a r t : A L i t t l e  C h r o n ic le  o f  
Thomas J e f f e r s o n  an d  M a ria  C osw ay. New Y o rk : G. P . P u tn a m 's
S o n s , 1945 .
B y rd , W il l ia m . T he S e c r e t  D ia ry  o f  W ill ia m  B yrd  o f  W e s to v e r , 1709- 
1 7 1 2 . E d i te d  by  L o u is  B . W rig h t and  M a rio n  T i n l i n g .  R ic h ­
mond: D ie tz  P r e s s ,  I n c . ,  1941.
C appon, L e s t e r  J .  ( e d . ) .  A d a m s -J e f fe r s o n  L e t t e r s . C h ap e l H i l l :  
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l in a  P r e s s ,  1 959 .
C ham bers, W ill ia m  N is b e t .  P o l i t i c a l  P a r t i e s  i n  a  New N a t i o n . New 
Y ork : O x fo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1963.
C h an n in g , Edw ard. T he J e f f e r s o n i a n  S y s te m . New Y ork : H a rp e r  and
B r o th e r s ,  1906 .
C h a r l e s ,  J o s e p h .  T he O r ig in s  o f  t h e  A m erican  P a r t y  S y s te m : T h re e
E s s a y s . W il l ia m s b u rg :  I n s t i t u t e  o f  E a r ly  A m erican  H is to r y
and  C u l t u r e ,  1956 .
C h in a rd , G i l b e r t .  J e f f e r s o n  e t  l e s  I d l a l o g u e s . B a l t im o r e :  The
Jo h n s  H op k in s  P r e s s ,  1925.
__________. Thomas J e f f e r s o n , The A p o s t le  o f  A m e ric a n ism . B o s to n :
L i t t l e ,  Brown and Company, 1929 .
C obban, A l f r e d .  I n  S e a rc h  o f  H u m an ity : T he R o le  o f  t h e  E n l ig h te n ­
m en t i n  M odem  H i s t o r y . New Y ork : G eorge  B r a z i l l e r ,  1960.
C o n a n t, Jam es B . Thomas J e f f e r s o n  and  th e  D evelopm en t o f  A m erican
P u b l ic  E d u c a t io n . B e rk e le y :  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  P r e s s ,
1963 .
350
C re v e c o u e r ,  J .  H e c to r  S t .  J o h n . L e t t e r s  from  a n  A m erican  F a rm e r . 
New Y o rk : D o lp h in  B ooks, n .  d .
C u n l i f f e ,  M a rc u s . G eo rg a  W a sh in g to n , Man and M onum ent. New Y ork : 
M en to r B o o k s, 1960 . ’*■
C unningham , N o b le  E . ,  J r .  T he J e f f e r s o n i a n  R e p u b l ic a n s : The Form a­
t i o n  o f  P a r t y  O r g a n iz a t io n , 1 7 8 9 -1 8 0 1 . C h ap e l H i l l :  U n i­
v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l in a  P r e s § ,  1957 .
C u r t i ,  M e r le .  T he G row th o f  A m erican  T h o u g h t. New Y ork : H a rp e r
and  B r o th e r s ,  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1943 .
D au er, M anning J .  The Adams F e d e r a l i s t s . B a l t im o re :  The Jo h n s
H opk ins P r e s s ,  1953 .
D um bauld, E dw ard . Thomas J e f f e r s o n , A m erican  T o u r i s t . Norman: 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O klahom a P r e s s ,  1946.
E c k e n ro d e , H. J .  S e p a r a t io n  o f  C hurch  and  S t a t e  i n  V i r g i n i a . R ic h ­
mond; V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y ,  1916.
F ay , B e rn a rd .  T he R e v o lu t io n a ry  S p i r i t  i n  F ra n c e  and  A m e ric a . New 
Y ork : H a r c o u r t ,  B ra c e , 1927 .
F o n e r ,  P h i l i p  S .  ( e d . ) . B a s ic  W r i t in g s  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n . New 
Y ork : W i l le y  Book Company, 1944.
F o o te ,  H en ry  W i ld e r .  The R e l ig io n  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n . B o s to n : 
B eacon  P r e s s ,  1960 .
G ersh o y , L eo . T he E ra  o f  t h e  F re n c h  R e v o lu t io n , 1 7 8 9 -1 7 9 9 . P r i n c e ­
t o n ,  N . J . :  D. Van N o s tra n d  Company, I n c . ,  1957.
G ip so n , L aw rence H en ry . The Coming o f  th e  R e v o lu t io n , 1763-1775 ';
New Y o rk : H a rp e r  and  Row, P u b l i s h e r s ,  1962 .
G oode, W ill ia m  J . ,  and  P a u l  K. H a t t .  M ethods i n  S o c i a l  R e s e a r c h .
New Y o rk : M cG raw -H ill Book Company, I n c . ,  1952.
G oodw in, Edw ard L e w is . T he C o lo n ia l  C hurch  i n  V i r g i n i a . M ilw aukee 
and  L ondon: M orehouse  P u b l i s h in g  Company and  A. R. Mowbray
and  Company, 1927 .
G re e n e , E v a r ts  B . The R e v o lu t io n a ry  G e n e r a t io n . New Y ork : The
M a c m illa n  Company, 1943.
H a n d lin ,  O s c a r .  The A m e ric a n s . B o s to n : L i t t l e ,  Brown and Company,
1963 .
351
H a r tz ,  L o u i s .  T he F o u n d in g  o f  New S o c i e t i e s . New Y ork : H a r c o u r t ,
B ra c e  and  W o rld , I n c . ,  1964.
__________ . The L i b e r a l  T r a d i t i o n  in  A m e r ic a . New Y ork : H a r c o u r t ,
B ra c e  and  W o rld , I n c . ,  1955.
H o f s t a d t e r ,  R ic h a rd .  The A m erican  P o l i t i c a l  T r a d i t i o n . New Y ork : 
V in ta g e  B ooks, 1948 .
H o n ey w e ll, Roy J .  The E d u c a t io n a l  W ork o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n . Cam­
b r i d g e ,  M a s s . :  H a rv a rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1931.
Jam eso n , J .  F r a n k l i n .  T he A m erican  R e v o lu t io n  C o n s id e re d  a s  a  S o c ia l  
M ovem ent. P r in c e t o n :  P r in c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1940 .
J e f f e r s o n ,  T hom as. The Commonplace Book o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n . E d i te d  
b y  G i l b e r t  C h in a rd . B a l t im o re :  Jo h n s  H opk ins P r e s s ,  1926 .
__________, N o te s  on  th e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a . E d i te d  by Thomas P e rk in s
A b e m e th y .  New Y o rk : H a rp e r  and  Row, P u b l i s h e r s ,  1964 .
_________ . N o te s  on th e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a . E d i te d  b y  W ill ia m  P ed en .
C h a p e l H i l l :  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l in a  P r e s s ,  1955 .
__________. T he P a p e rs  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n . E d i te d  by  J u l i a n  P .
B oyd. P r in c e t o n :  P r in c e to n  U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1950-
__________. T he W orks o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n . E d i te d  by  P a u l L e i c e s t e r
F o rd .  12 v o l s .  New Y ork : G. P .  P u tn am ’ s S o n s , 1904 .
__________. T he W r i t in g s  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n . E d i te d  by  P a u l  L e i c e s t e r
F o rd .  10 v o l s .  New Y ork: G. P .  P u tn a m 's  S o n s , 18 9 2 -1 8 9 9 .
__________. T he W r i t in g s  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n . E d i te d  by Andrew A.
L ipscom b and A lb e r t  E . B e rg h . 20 v o l s .  W a sh in g to n : Thomas
J e f f e r s o n  M em o ria l A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1903.
J e n s e n ,  M e r r i l l .  The New N a t io n . New Y ork : A l f r e d  A. K n o p f, 1950.
Jo h n so n , A l l e n .  The Age o f  J e f f e r s o n  an d  M a r s h a l l . New H aven: Y a le
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1926 .
K im b a ll ,  M a r ie .  J e f f e r s o n : The S cen e  o f  E u ro p e , 1 7 8 4 -1 7 8 9 . New
Y o rk : Coward-M cCann, I n c . ,  1950 .
K lap p , O r r in  E . S y m b o lic  L e a d e r s . C h ic a g o : A ld in e  P u b l i s h in g  
Company, 1964 .
K och, A d r ie n n e ,  J e f f e r s o n  and  M a d iso n : The G r e a t  C o l l a b o r a t i o n . New 
Y ork : A l f r e d  A, K n o p f, 1950.
352
__________. The P h ilo s o p h y  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n . New Y o rk : C olum bia
U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1943 .
__________, and  W ill ia m  P ed en  ( e d s . ) .  The L i f e  and  S e le c te d  W r i t in g s
o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n . New Y ork : Random H ouse , I n c . ,  1944.
K o rn , R ic h a rd  R . , and  L lo y d  W. M cC ork le . C rim in o lo g y  and  P e n o lo g y .
New Y o rk : H o l t ,  R in e h a r t  and  W in s to n , I n c . ,  1961 .
L a P ie r e ,  R ic h a rd  L . A T h eo ry  o f  S o c ia l  C o n t r o l . New Y o rk : McGraw-
H i l l  Book Company, I n c . ,  1954 .
L a s t r u c c i ,  C a r lo  L . The S c i e n t i f i c  A p p ro a c h : B a s ic  P r i n c i p l e s  o f
th e  S c i e n t i f i c  M eth o d . C am b rid g e , M a s s . :  Schenkm an
P u b l i s h in g  Company, I n c . ,  1963 .
L a tham , E a r l  ( e d . ) . The D e c la r a t io n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e  and  th e  C o n s t i t u ­
t i o n . B o s to n : D. C. H ea th  and  Company, 1956.
Lehm ann, K a r l .  Thomas J e f f e r s o n : -A m erican  H u m a n is t. New Y ork :
The M a c m illa n  Company, 1947.
L ev y , L eo n a rd  W. F reedom  o f  S peech  and  P r e s s  i n  E a r ly  A m erican
H i s t o r y : L egacy  o f  S u p p r e s s io n . New Y ork : H a rp e r  and  Row,
P u b l i s h e r s ,  1963 .
L i p s e t ,  Seym our M a r t in .  The U n ite d  S t a t e s - - The F i r s t  New N a t io n .
B e r k e le y ,  C a l i f . :  I n s t i t u t e  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t u d i e s ,  1964 .
 , and  R e in h a rd  B e n d ix . S o c ia l  M o b i l i ty  i n  I n d u s t r i a l
S o c i e t y . B e rk e le y :  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  P r e s s ,  1959 .
M a c lv e r ,  R . M. S o c ia l  C a u s a t io n . New Y ork : H a rp e r  and  Row, Pub­
l i s h e r s ,  1964.
M a c r id i s ,  Roy C. The S tu d y  o f  C o m p a ra tiv e  G overnm en t. New Y ork :
Random H o u se , I n c . ,  1962.
M ain , J a c k s o n  T u rn e r .  The S o c ia l  S t r u c t u r e  o f  R e v o lu t io n a ry  A m e ric a . 
P r in c e t o n :  P r in c e to n  U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1965.
M alo n e , Dumas. J e f f e r s o n  and  H is  T im e. V o l. I :  J e f f e r s o n  th e
V i r g i n i a n . V o l. I I :  J e f f e r s o n  and  th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man. V o l.
I l l :  J e f f e r s o n  and  th e  O rd e a l o f  L i b e r t y . B o s to n : L i t t l e ,
Brown and  Company, 1948-
M a r t in ,  Edw in T . Thomas J e f f e r s o n : S c i e n t i s t . New Y ork : H enry
Schum an, I n c . ,  1952 .
353
M a r t in d a le ,  D on. T he N a tu re  and  T ypes o f  S o c io l o g ic a l  T h e o ry .
B o s to n : H oughton  M i f f l i n  Company, 1960 .
M ayo, B e rn a rd .  M yths and M en. New Y o rk : H a rp e r  and  Row, P u b l i s h e r s ,
1963 .
M e rto n , R o b e r t  K. S o c i a l  T h e o ry  and  S o c ia l  S t r u c t u r e . G le n c o e , 1 1 1 . :  
T he F r e e  P r e s s ,  1957 .
M i l l e r ,  Jo h n  C. T he F e d e r a l i s t  E ra .  1 7 8 9 -1 8 0 1 . New Y ork : H a rp e r
and Row, P u b l i s h e r s ,  1963.
M i l l s ,  C. W r ig h t .  The S o c io l o g ic a l  I m a g in a t io n . New Y ork : O xfo rd
U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1959 .
M organ , Edmund S . T he B i r t h  o f  t h e  R e p u b l ic . C h ic ag o : U n iv e r s i t y
o f  C h icag o  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 6 .
M o r r is o n ,  Sam uel E l i o t ,  and  H en ry  S t e e l e  Commager. The G row th o f
th e  A m erican  R e p u b l ic . 2 v o l s .  New Y ork : O x fo rd  U n iv e r s i t y
P r e s s ,  1962 .
M o tt ,  F ra n k  L . J e f f e r s o n  an d  th e  P r e s s . B a to n  Rouge: L o u is ia n a
S t a t e  U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1943 .
N ock , A lb e r t  J a y .  J e f f e r s o n . New Y ork : H i l l  and  Wang, 1963.
N ye, R u s s e l  B la in e .  The C u l t u r a l  L i f e  o f  t h e  New N a t io n . New Y ork : 
H a rp e r  and  Row, P u b l i s h e r s ,  1963 .
O s t r a n d e r ,  G ilm an . The R ig h ts  o f  Man i n  A m e ric a . C o lum bia : 
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  M is s o u r i  P r e s s ,  1960 .
P a d o v e r ,  S a u l  K. ( e d . ) .  The C om p le te  J e f f e r s o n . New Y ork : D u e l l ,
S lo a n  and  P e a rc e ,  1943 .
__________. J e f f e r s o n .  New Y ork : M en to r B ooks, 1963.
P a r r i n g t o n ,  V ernon L . M ain C u r r e n ts  i n  A m erican  T h o u g h t. New Y ork : 
H a r c o u r t ,  B ra c e  and  Company, I n c . ,  1930 .
P e r r y ,  R a lp h  B a r to n .  P u r i t a n i s m  an d  D em ocracy . New Y ork : V anguard
P r e s s ,  1944 .
P e te r s o n ,  M e r r i l l  D. The J e f f e r s o n i a n  Im age i n  th e  A m erican  M ind. 
New Y o rk : O x fo rd  U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1962 .
R a n d a l l ,  H enry  S . The L i f e  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n . 3 v o l s .  New Y ork : 
D erby  and  J a c k s o n ,  1858.
354
R a n d o lp h , S a ra h  N. The D om estic  L i f e  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n . New Y ork : 
F r e d e r i c k  U ngar P u b l i s h in g  Company, 1958 .
R h e i n s t e in ,  Max ( e d . ) . Max W eber on Law i n  Economy and  S o c i e t y . 
C am b rid g e , M a s s .:  H a rv a rd  U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1954 .
R o b in so n , W ill ia m  A. J e f f e r s o n i a n  D em ocracy i n  New E n g la n d . New 
H aven: Y a le  U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1916 .
S a v e th ,  Edw ard N. ( e d . ) . A m erican  H is to r y  and  th e  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s .
New Y ork : The F re e  P r e s s  o f  G le n c o e , 1964.
S aw er, G e o f f re y  ( e d . ) . S tu d ie s  i n  t h e  S o c io lo g y  o f  Law. C a n b e rra :
T he A u s t r a l i a n  N a t io n a l  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1961 .
S c h a c h n e r ,  N a th a n . Thomas J e f f e r s o n : A B io g ra p h y . 2 v o l s .  New
Y ork : A p p le to n -C e n tu r y - C r o f ts ,  I n c . ,  1951.
S c h le s i n g e r ,  A r th u r  M. The C o lo n ia l  M erch an t and  th e  A m erican  R evo­
l u t i o n . New Y ork : F r e d e r i c k  U ngar P u b l i s h in g  Company, 1957.
S e l l i t z ,  C l a i r e ,  e t  a l .  R e se a rc h  M ethods i n  S o c ia l  R e l a t i o n s . New 
Y ork : H o l t ,  R in e h a r t  and  W in s to n , 1963 .
S m ith , Jam es M o rto n . F re e d o m 's  F e t t e r s : The A l ie n  and  S e d i t i o n  Laws
and A m erican  C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s . I t h a c a :  C o r n e l l  U n iv e r s i t y
P r e s s ,  1956 .
S m ith , P a g e . The H i s t o r i a n  and H i s t o r y . New Y ork : A l f r e d  A. K n o p f,
1964.
S m ith , P r e s e r v e d .  H is  to  ry  o f  M odem  C u l t u r e . New Y ork : H enry  H o lt
and  Company, 1934 .
S u th e r l a n d ,  Edw in H .,  and  D onald  R. C re s s e y .  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  C r im in o lo g y . 
P h i l a d e l p h i a :  J .  B. L i p p i n c o t t  Company, 1960.
S y d n o r , C h a r le s  S . A m erican  R e v o lu t io n a r i e s  i n  th e  M ak in g . New Y ork : 
The F r e e  P r e s s ,  1965.
Thom as, W. I .  P r i m i t i v e  B e h a v io r . New Y ork : M cG raw -H ill Book Com­
p a n y , 1937 .
__________, and  F l o r i a n  Z n a n ie c k i .  The P o l i s h  P e a s a n t  i n  E u ro p e  and
A m e ric a . 2 v o l s .  New Y o rk : D over P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  I n c . ,  1958.
T im a s h e f f ,  N ic h o la s  S . S o c io l o g ic a l  T h e o ry : I t s  N a tu re  and  G row th .
New Y ork : Random H ouse, I n c . ,  1964.
355
T u r n e r ,  F r e d e r i c k  J a c k s o n .  The F r o n t i e r  i n  A m erican  H i s t o r y . New 
Y o rk : H enry  H o l t  an d  Company, 1958.
V ander Z an d e n , Jam es W. A m erican  M in o r i ty  R e l a t i o n s . New Y ork :
T he R onald  P r e s s  Company, 1963.
Von B a r , C a r l  L udw ig . A. H i s to r y  o f  C o n t in e n ta l  C r im in a l  Law.
L ondon: Jo h n  M u rra y , 1916 .
W alhke , Jo h n  C. ( e d . ) .  The C auses  o f  th e  A m erican  R e v o lu t io n . B o s to n : 
D. C . H e a th  an d  Company, 1962.
W e r te n b a k e r ,  Thomas J .  The G o ld en  Age o f  A m erican  C u l t u r e . New Y ork : 
New Y ork U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1949.
_____________ The O ld S o u th . New Y ork : C h a r le s  S c r i b n e r 's  S o n s , 1 942 .
W il l ia m s , R ob in  M ., J r .  A m erican  S o c ie ty : A S o c io l o g ic a l  I n t e r p r e ­
t a t i o n . New Y ork : A l f r e d  A. K nopf, 1965.
W i ls ta c h ,  P a u l .  J e f f e r s o n  and  M o n t i c e l l o . G arden  C i ty :  D o u b led ay ,
D oran  and  Company, I n c . ,  1931 .
W ish , H a rv e y . S o c ie ty  and  T h o u g h t i n  E a r ly  A m eric a . New Y ork: 
Longm ans, G reen  and  Company, 1950.
W r ig h t ,  L o u is  B. T he C u l t u r a l  L i f e  o f  th e  A m erican  C o lo n ie s . New 
Y o rk : H a rp e r  and  Row, P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 962 .
Z e t t e r b e r g ,  Hans L . On T h eo ry  and  V e r i f i c a t i o n  i n  S o c io lo g y .
T o tow a, N. J . :  T he B e d m in s te r  P r e s s ,  1965.
Z o l l s c h a n ,  G eorge  K . ,  and  W a l te r  H ir s c h  ( e d s . ) .  E x p lo r a t io n s  i n  
S o c i a l  C h ange . B o s to n : H oughton  M i f f l i n  Company, 1964.
A r t i c l e s  and  P e r i o d i c a l s
Ammon, H a r ry .  "T he F o rm a tio n  o f  t h e  R e p u b lic a n  P a r ty  i n  V i r g i n i a ,
1 7 8 9 -1 7 9 6 ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  S o u th e rn  H i s t o r y , XIX (A u g u s t, 1 9 5 3 ) , 
2 8 3 -3 1 0 .
A n d e rso n , D ice  R. " J e f f e r s o n  and  th e  V i r g i n i a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , "  A m erican  
H i s t o r i c a l  R ev iew , XXXI ( J u l y ,  1 9 1 6 ) , 7 5 0 -5 4 .
B e a rd , C h a r le s  A. "Thomas J e f f e r s o n :  A C i v i l i z e d  M an," The
M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l le y  H i s t o r i c a l  R ev iew , XXX (S e p te m b e r , 1 9 4 3 ) , 
1 5 9 -7 0 .
356
Bowman, A lb e r t  H . " J e f f e r s o n ,  H a m ilto n , and  A m erican  F o re ig n  P o l i c y , "  
P o l i t i c a l  S c ie n c e  Q u a r t e r l y , LXXI (M arch , 1 9 5 6 ) , 1 8 -4 1 .
Brown, R o lan d  W. " J e f f e r s o n 's  C o n t r ib u t io n s  to  P a le o n to lo g y ,"
J o u r n a l  o f  th e  W a sh in g to n  Academy o f  S c ie n c e , XXX III (S ep tem ­
b e r  15 , 1 9 4 3 ), 2 5 7 -5 9 .
Brow ne, C h a r le s  A. "Thomas J e f f e r s o n  and  t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  T re n d s  o f  
H is  T im e ,"  C h ro n ic a  B o ta n ic a , V I I I  (Summer, 1 9 4 4 ) , 3 6 3 -4 2 3 .
C h a m b e r la in , A le x a n d e r  F .  "Thomas J e f f e r s o n 's  E th n o lo g ic a l  O p in io n s  
and  A c t i v i t i e s , "  A m erican  A n th r o p o lo g i s t ,  New S e r i e s ,  IX 
( J u l y ,  1 9 0 7 ) , 4 9 9 -5 0 9 .
C h in a rd , G i l b e r t .  " J e f f e r s o n  among th e  P h i lo s o p h e r s , "  E t h i c s , L I I I  
( J u l y ,  1 9 4 3 ) , 2 5 5 -6 8 .
__________. " J e f f e r s o n 's  I n f lu e n c e  A b ro a d ,"  The M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l le y
H i s t o r i c a l  R ev iew , XXX (S e p te m b e r , 1 9 4 3 ), 1 7 1 -8 6 .
__________. "Thomas J e f f e r s o n  a s  a  C l a s s i c a l  S c h o la r , "  The A m erican
S c h o la r ,  I  (M arch , 1 9 3 2 ) , 1 3 3 -4 3 .
D a v is ,  R ic h a rd  B e a le .  " F o r g o t te n  S c i e n t i s t s  i n  O ld V i r g i n i a , "  The 
V i r g i n i a  M agazine  o f  H is to r y  and  B io g ra p h y , XLVI ( A p r i l ,  
1 9 3 8 ) , 9 7 -1 1 1 .
D eG range, M c Q u ilk in . "C o m te 's  S o c i o l o g i e s , "  A m erican  S o c io l o g ic a l  
R ev iew , IV  (F e b ru a ry ,  1 9 3 9 ) , 1 7 -2 6 .
H a r tz ,  L o u is .  "A m erican  P o l i t i c a l  T h o u g h t and  th e  A m erican  R evo­
l u t i o n , "  A m erican  P o l i t i c a l  S c ie n c e  R eview , XLIV (1 9 5 2 ) ,  
3 2 1 -4 2 .
L e h m a n n -H a rtle b e n , K a r l .  "Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  A r c h a e o l o g i s t , "
A m erican  J o u r n a l  o f  A rc h a e o lo g y , XLVII ( A p r i l  -  J u n e ,  1 9 4 3 ) , 
1 6 1 -6 3 .
"The L e t t e r s  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  t o  W il l ia m  S h o r t , "  W ill ia m  and  M ary 
Q u a r t e r l y ,  2nd S e r i e s ,  XI (O c to b e r ,  1 9 3 1 ), 3 3 6 -4 2 0 .
L u c a s , F r e d e r i c  A . "Thomas J e f f e r s o n —P a l e o n t o l o g i s t , "  N a tu r a l  
H i s t o r y , XXVI (May, 1 9 2 6 ) , 3 2 8 -3 0 .
M ain , J a c k s o n  T u r n e r .  "T he One H u n d re d ,"  W illia m  and  M ary Q u a r t e r l y ,  
3 rd  S e r i e s ,  XIV (1 9 5 4 ) ,  3 5 4 -8 4 .
M alo n e , Dumas. " J e f f e r s o n  Goes t o  S c h o o l i n  W il l ia m s b u rg ,"  V i r g i n i a  
Q u a r t e r l y  R ev iew , XXXIII ( F a l l ,  1 9 5 7 ) , 4 8 1 -9 6 .
357
__________. "T he R e le v a n c e  o f  M r. J e f f e r s o n , "  V i r g i n i a  Q u a r t e r ly
R ev iew , XXXVII (Summer, 1 9 6 1 ) , 3 3 2 -4 9 .
M a r t in ,  Edwin T . "Thomas J e f f e r s o n 's  I n t e r e s t  i n  S c ie n c e  and  th e  
U s e fu l  A r t s , "  The Emory U n iv e r s i t y  Q u a r t e r l y ,  I I  ( J u n e ,
1 9 4 6 ) , 6 5 -7 3 .
M ontgom ery, H. C . "Thomas J e f f e r s o n  as  a  P h i l o l o g i s t , "  A m erican  
J o u r n a l  o f  P h i lo l o g y , IXV (O c to b e r ,  1 9 4 4 ) , 3 6 7 -7 1 .
P a d o v e r ,  S a u l  K. "W orld  o f  t h e  F o u n d in g  F a t h e r s , "  S o c ia l  R e s e a rc h ,
XXV (Summer, 1 9 5 8 ) , 1 9 1 -2 1 4 .
P a lm e r ,  R . R . "D ub ious D em o cra t: Thomas J e f f e r s o n  i n  B ourbon F r a n c e ,"
P o l i t i c a l  S c ie n c e  Q u a r t e r l y , LKXII (Summer, 1 9 5 7 ), 3 8 8 -4 0 4 .
P e t e r s o n ,  M e r r i l l  D. "H enry  Adams on J e f f e r s o n  a s  P r e s i d e n t , "
V i r g i n i a  Q u a r t e r l y  R ev iew , XXXIX ( S p r in g ,  1 9 6 3 ) , 1 8 7 -2 0 1 .
S a v e l l e ,  Max. " N a t io n a l is m  and O th e r  L o y a l t i e s  i n  t h e  A m erican  R evo­
l u t i o n , "  A m erican  H i s t o r i c a l  R ev iew , LXVII ( J u ly ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,
9 0 1 -2 3 .
S c h le s i n g e r ,  A r th u r ,  J r .  "T he H u m an ist Looks a t  E m p ir ic a l  S o c ia l  
R e s e a r c h ,"  A m erican  S o c io l o g ic a l  R eview , XXVII (D ecem ber,
1 9 6 2 ) , 7 6 8 -7 1 .
S o ro k in ,  P i t i r i m  A. " S o c io lo g y  o f  Y e s te r d a y ,  T oday and  T om orrow ," 
A m erican  S o c i o l o g i c a l  R ev iew , XXX (D ecem ber, 1 9 6 5 ), 8 3 3 -4 3 .
S te v e n s o n , A d la i  E. " J e f f e r s o n  an d  O ur N a t io n a l  L e a d e r s h ip ,"
V i r g i n i a  Q u a r t e r l y  R ev iew , XXXVT (Summer, 1 9 6 0 ), 3 3 7 -4 9 .
"Thomas J e f f e r s o n , "  E n c y c lo p a e d ia  B r i t a n n i c a  (1 4 th  e d . ) ,  X I I ,
9 8 6 -9 2 .
W i l l i a m s ,  W il l ia m  A p p le to n , "T he F r o n t i e r  T h e s is  and  A m erican
F o r e ig n  P o l i c y , "  P a c i f i c  H i s t o r i c a l  R ev iew , XXIV (1 9 5 5 ) ,
3 7 9 -9 5 .
VITA
C a r l  W. R ando lph  B enson  was b o m  a t  M in t S p r in g ,  V i r g i n i a ,  
Ju n e  8 , 1921 . He a t te n d e d  F e rru m  J u n i o r  C o lle g e  and W e s te rn  M ary­
la n d  C o l l e g e .  I n  1946 h e  r e c e iv e d  th e  B a c h e lo r  o f  A r ts  d e g re e  
from  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  and  i n  1948 th e  M a s te r  o f  A r ts  
d e g re e  fro m  th e  sam e i n s t i t u t i o n .  He a l s o  a t t e n d e d  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  
o f  V i r g i n i a  Law S c h o o l.
I n  1948 h e  jo in e d  th e  f a c u l t y  o f  t h e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  S o u th ­
w e s te r n  L o u i s i a n a ,  and  l a t e r  t a u g h t  a t  t h e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  A r iz o n a ,  
A r l in g to n  S t a t e  C o l le g e ,  and  N o r th w e s te rn  S t a t e  C o lle g e  o f  L o u i s i a n a .
He e n t e r e d  L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i t y  i n  1964, w h ere  h e  
s e rv e d  a s  S p e c i a l  L e c tu r e r  i n  t h e  D ep a rtm en t o f  S o c io lo g y . I n  1965 
h e  becam e A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  o f  S o c io lo g y  a t  New M exico S t a t e  U n i­
v e r s i t y ,  and  i n  1966 A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  o f  S o c io lo g y  a t  T r i n i t y  
U n iv e r s i t y .
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